nm 
& 
m= 
& 
cS 





FF 








RADIO 

















SCREEN 














STAGE 








VARIETY 


PRICE 


15¢ 








Published Weekly at 154 West 46th 


Street, 


Entered as second-class matter December 


Cc OPTRIG HT, 


New York, N. Y., Ann 
22, 1905, 


_BY v ARIETY, ENC, 


by Variety, Inc. 


1937, ALL 

















at the Post Office at New York, 


ual subscription, $6 Single coptes, 15 
N. Y¥., under the act of March 3, 


‘BIG HTS ‘RE SERV KE D 


"NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1937 





Vol. 128 No. 7 





BROADCASTS GOING STALE 








80 Gut of Some 800 Colleges Now 
Offer 200 Different Film Courses 


+ 


Demand for courses of instruction 
pertaining to one or several phases 
of motion pictures has prompted 
more than 80 colleges and universi- 
ties to offer such study in their cur- 
riculum this year. While classes 
outlining visual aid in education 
predominate, courses include phases 
of picture photography, script writ- 
ing, social psychology, aspects of 
motion pictures, acting and direct- 
ing. 

The average institution of higher 
learning now offers at least two dif- 
ferent classes in studying the screen 
and its background, latest estimate 
being that the 80 out of some 800 
colleges supply nearly 200 different 
courses in picture study. 

Indicative of this trend is the fact 
that .umerous normal and teachers’ 
colleges make it prerequisite that 
future teachers pass a course of| 
study on visual education (studying 
of motion pictures) before handed | 
pedagogical certificates entitiing 
them to teach. Outstanding is the 
state of Pennsylvania, where all 
teacher-training institutes give 
courses in visual education. 

Along with the move towards 
studying the cinema and its back- 





| cey, 


ground, high schools now are pay-| 
ing more attention to motion picture | 


appreciation, some having classes in 
(Continued on page 61) 





H’wood Lures a Flock 
Of Pugs; 1 Shows Up 


For Test in Cutaway 





On an order from Ernst Lubitsch 





Rags to Riches 


Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 26. 

Two days after the- announcement 
of the engagement of Katherine 
Yancey, socialite, to Michael Covert, 
band leader, the Seneca hotel ad- 
vertised that Covert, whose band 
was playing there, would lay down 
the baton to enter the marts of 
trade and Royal Worth would take 
charge of the band. 

Reported Covert will become sales 
manager of the Phillips Ribbon & 
Carbon Co., Imc., of which his 
father-in-law-to-be, George F. Yan- 
is president and treasurer. 





ILL. DECISION 


| P 


FORECASTS KO. 
FOR RENO 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Ruling by Supreme Court of Il- 
linois makes all Reno divorces il- 





| legal so far as this state is concerned, 


if it cannot be shown at any later 
time that the plaintiff was a per- 
manent resident of Nevada and in- 


| tended to remain as such, 


| 


| resident. 


to try to find a professional fighter | 


around New York who would do 
for a part in ‘Bluebird’s Eizhth 
Wife,’ 
Square Garden asking that three 
or four prospects be sent around 
Monday morning (25). No 


the h.o. called up Madison | 


OLDEST US. PLAYHOUSE 


less | 


than 25 matmen swooped down on | 


Par for the coveted Hollywood 


chance but all were interviewed and | 


put through some 
paces. Around 15 came on the Gar- 
den call, while agents, learning of 
the Lubitsch order, brought 10 
others. 

The sluggers ranged from lads in 
sweaters 


preliminary | 


and collar-less_ shirts to | Play 


one who showed up in a cutaway. | 


Latter was Ed Crozier, who 


breaking bones as a 
chiropractor. He is deemed to have 


(Continued on page 53) 





Schulberg’s Elixir Film 
Hollywcod, Oct. 26 
The front page elixir deaths in 
the south are to be the basis of B. 
P. Sehulberg’s mew film, ‘Permit to 
Kill,” an expose of loopholes in the 
pure food and drug laws. 
Film will star Edward Arnold. 


Decision 
nent, as 


clearly defines perma- 
differentiated from legal 
It states that divorces, ob- 
tained by non-permanent residents, 








who have established legal residence | 
by living in Reno for six weeks, are | 


fraudulently obtained there- 
fore. not legal. 
While in effect for Illinois only 


(Continued on page 58) 


and, 





REVIVING 1736 PREEM 


Opera House at Charleston, S. C.. 
the oldest lesit theatre in the U. S.. 
which has b2en rebuilt, is readying 
to celebrate the 200th anniversary o° 
its opening. Only definite arrange- 





| ments apply to Dee. 1-2 when ‘The 
Recruiting Officer’ will be rev ved. 

is the one presented at the 
original premiere in 173t. 


has | 
turned from the fine art of break-| 
ing jaws to the still finer art of | 
Broadway | 


The Footlight Players, local group, 
will enact ‘Officer... The Charleston 
String Symphony will also partici- 
| pate in the two-day events. Presen- 
| tation of a Mozart opera is being 
| considered for a later date. 
| Operation of the theatre w'll he 
|} under municipal control but city 
|authorities are not familiar with 

show bus:ness and the matter of 

book'ngs has not progressed. A civic 
commiitee is getting a line on artis’s 
of all types, however, with the idea 
of arranging locally presented affairs 
in the event that road atiractions are 
{not ava:lable. 


DEAD nANG Ut 
AGENCIES abEN 


Present Season Marked by 
Sameness— Public Reac- 
tion Expected — Adver- 
tising Agencies Take Path 
of Least Resistance—Idea 


Men Excluded 





DULLNESS REIGNS 





Autumn of 1937 
emergence of 


has 
fewer new ideas 
among network commercials than 
any year yet recorded on the baby 
of the amusement industry. 
New touches, stunts and basic 
ideas to make their appearances this 
fall are so few they can be counted 
on the fingers of one hand. 
Checkup reveals only five current 
commercial programs that are new 
in formula or treatment _ this 
year. ‘Hobby Lobby on CBS for 
Hudson Motors, Zenith Radio’s NBC 
program from Chicago, which delves 
into mental telepathy, the show 
which started last Sunday (24) on 
( Continued on page 31) 


Football Pools 
New Soft Coin 





Racket in U. S. 


Sweetest easy money racket along 
Broadway and other main stems of 
the U. S. A. are the various football 
pools currently taking the suckers 
for more than $1,500,000 weekly. Op- 
erators are in most cases the same 
boys who operate the daily numbers | 
racket. Along Broad way the cards 
containing the team pairings, and the 
odds, are on sale in practically every 
office building. All one has to do 
is ask the elevator starter, but the 
chances are that if you are a regular 
visitor to the building he'll ask you 

(Continued on page 61) 





Agenting a War 


London, Oct. 26. 
Mixed gathering of Eng- 
lish and American performers 
lunching here got to discussing 
war possibilities between the 
U. S. and Japan. Argument 


finally got to point where one 
said it was impossible because 





of the distance between the two 
countrie 

| To which an Englishman re- 
plied, ‘Oh, no, it could be done 


seen the | 


BINGO PARTIES 





| through Fosiers agency.’ 











cents 


1879 


a — 


64 PAG ES 











+— 


a Go South 


Svertenbuse- s C., Oct. 26. 
What Broadway and_e environs 
missed after censors stopped clipping 
the flesh, Dixie took on during the 
1937 season of fairs. Strips were a 
big drawing card on most midways 
with small trouble from cops, etc. 
‘Miss America’ shows on Dixie 
midways plus “Temptation,” tents 
adjoining, drew the yoxrels and city 
folks in big throngs. 








ON BIG SCALE 
DENTING B.0. 


Revival of lotto, played under a 
variety of different names, is possi- 





ster Bingo, as the game is most 
widely known currently, is now be- 
ing staged in hotel ballrooms, 
churches, lodges and other auditor- 
iums in New York and elsewhere, on 
large scales, Bingo, Keno, Lucky, o 

whatever it may be called, is now a 
big business. To some extent, it 
competes with picture house trade. 

Despite the plain fact that it’s 
gambling, it gets by the authorities, 
}as the games are almost always 
sponsored in the name of some char- 
ity. More than likely it’s a church 
group. 

One of Variety’s muggs caught 
such a Monster Bingo last Wednes- 
day at the Capitol hotel in New 
York. This one was for the Catho- 





(Continued on page 63) 





| sold and silver evening shoes. 


bly the nearest approach to a na- 
tional fad at the present time. Mon- | 


Strikers, in F ormal Attire, Picket 
4B way Legit Shows for Ads in Eagle 


‘ —_—— 4 


Striking Brooklyn Eagle’s News- 
paper Guild members, formally 
ljuked up in tuxedos, mink coats 
and ritzy ermine wraps, picketed 
four of the eight New York legit 
productions, which have been adver- 
tising in the paper, last Saturday 
night (23). The shows picketed were 
‘The Women,’ ‘Room Service,’ ‘Angel 
Island’ and the Abbey Players’ ‘The 
Far Off Hills’ (Shubert auspices). 
Pickets started at the Ambassador, 
moving to the Cort, Barrymore and 
National theatres, 

Latecomers were somewhat flus- 
tered by the picketers at the Ambas- 
sador, the first theatre visited. Here 
they gathered quite a crowd of on- 
lookers who stopped to view the 
rather fantastic spectacle of men in 
tuxedos and women in evening 
wraps, latter pacing the pavement in 
They 
|carried the usual labor placards, 
| women’s hands being covered with 
| white kid gloves. Whole picketing 
/party was preceded by a formal 
|cocktail party of the R.S.V.P. va- 
riety, tossed by Arthur Pollock, 
Kagle drama crick, and his wife. 

Management of the Ambassador, 

(Continued on page 19) 


RIGHT KIND OF INJURIES 
| FOR SINGER AND DANCER 


St. Paul, Oct. 26 

Goofy twist of luck in reverse 
English hit two WCCO Artists’ 
Bureau performers when their car 
tangled with a telephone pole en- 
route home from Eau Claire re- 
cently. 

Virginia Brenna, 
came off with 
Shirley Lane, 
teeth, 








blues singer, 
leg bru'ses, while 
dancer, lost two front 
Two gals shook hands over 


it, for with the shoe on the other 
foot, it might have pveen real tough 
luck. 
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Biz Foresees No NRA Stringency, 


But It’s a Cinch the New Congress 


Will Do Plenty 


Nothing like the old NRA is ex- 
pected to come before the special 
session of Congress at Washington 
next month, but the film industry 
is anticipating installation of many 
ideas embodied in the Blue Eagle 
setup via drastic wages and hour 
measure. Whether or not the spe- 
cial session of Congress votes this 
bill will depend on how urgent 
the need. But that it shortly will 
become: a law seems a _ foregone 
conclusion with picture business 


About Wages, Etc. 


Warners Rules ‘Garden’ 
Not Down Vallee’s Alley 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Warners turned thumbs down on 
the idea of featuring Rudy Vallee 
in ‘The Garden of the Moon,’ having 
decided that his personality js not 
suited to the leading male role. 

Check for around $35,000 was put 
on the line by Warrers for the story, 
which ran serially in the Satevepos: 
under the joint bylines of H. Bed- 











chieftains. 
will be a 30-hour week law, en- 
forceable by means of heavy fines 
by the Federal Government. This 


wage-hour bill looms as a means of | 


taking up the unemployment slack. 


The administration is reported to | 
be cognizant of the fact that there | 
has been a decline in the actual | 


number of regularly employed since 
1932, and certain leaders are de- | 
termined to do something about it, | 
since private industry has not. 


In the picture business, employ- | 
ment has remained about status quo | 
for the last four or five years. 
While this showing is not nearly as | 
bad as in several industries, where | 
the number of employees actually | 
has decreased, Washington solons | 
are quoted as believing that even in | 
the film industry this standstill is 
not in line with the vast pickup in 
company earnings. 


Some forecast that it, 


ford-Jones and Barton Browne, lat- 
ter being John B. Browne, head of ad- 


| vertising and publicity for the Am- 


| 
| 


bassador hotel here. 





Alperson to Coast, 
No New Financing 


Deals Set as Yet 


Edward Alperson, president of 
Grand National, may leave for the 
Coast this week. Grand National 
has around a dozen films completed 
and ready or release with from 6-8 
others ready for the megaphones. 

There has been some talk that the 
company has been approached rela- 
tive to new financing but no definite 


| deal is on the tapis. 


Basil Dean, chief of British Talk- 


|ing Pictures, G. N.’s London asso- 


ciate, is expected here in November 


Consequently, in place of the old | and may leave for the Coast there- 


code administration, the picture in- 
dustry probably will be confronted 
with a sweeping hour-and-wage 
measure which is designed funda- 
mentally not only for  increas- 
ing employment but also materially 
reducing the work week of those 
presently employed. 





Freddie’s Progressive Pay 


Drop; Foresee B.0. Fall-Off, 





| after on a short visit. 


Company estimates that the firm 
will aggregate around $6,500,000 to 
$7,000,000 sales for this year. 


| ‘Giant Swing’ Grounded 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

| Due to trouble finding a suitable 
| masculine lead, 20th-Fox has indefi- 
|nitely shelved ‘Giant Swing.’ 

| Studio is understood to be con- 








| sidering changing the script to fit 


7 a rt 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. ‘bee taleme of new personalities. 


Terms of the new contract handed | 
to Freddie Bartholomew by Metro | 
were approved last week by Su- 
perior Judge Shinn in Los Angeles | 
Superior Court. Ticket calls for 
$2,000 a week for 40 weeks vearly 
during the next two years, dropping 
off to $1,250 for the two subsequent 
years, with $3,000 weekly’ guaran- 
teed for personals of six weeks each 


year the contract remains in force. 

Myllicent Bartholomew, Freddie’s 
aunt, returns to the Metro payroll 
at $100 a week. Salary curtailment 
in the final two years is predicated 
on expected drop in b.o. draw. 





ARRIVALS 


Jean Giraudoux, Julien Duvivier, 
Mireille Balin, Carlo Buti, 
Sack, Matthew Hohner, Efram Zim- 
balist, Jacques Charles, Murray Sil- 
vetstone, Alexander Korda, Louis 
Dreyfus, Hugh Sinclair, Valerie Tay- 
lor, Dorothy Parker, Phil Reisman, 
Alan Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
E. Morris, William Powell, Made- 
leine Carroll, Mr. and Mrs. King 
Vidor, Marjorie Lawrence, A. Bur- 
dino, Helen Dosia, Emil and Ludwig 
Charrell, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Cohn, 
Maj. Gen. James G. Harbord, Bar- 
ney Glazer, Herman Maier. 





Robinson Pic Away 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Starring Edward G. Robinson, ‘A 


| Slight Case of Murder,’ based on the 


Damon Runyon story, rolled at War- 
|ners last week with Lloyd Bacon 
| directing. 

| Film will be released as a Cos- 
| mopoiitan production. Others fea- 
| tured in the cast include Jane Bryan, 
| Willard Parker and Edward Brophy. 


Seeks Rockefellers’ 
OK for Arliss ‘John D.’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Rufus LeMaire leaves here Friday 
(29) for New York to meet George 
Arliss, arriving Nov. 9. They want 
to discuss with the Rockefeller 
people the possibility of doing story, 
‘John D.’ 

If getting the okay, will form own 
producing unit and release through 
a major company with Arliss per- 
sonally financing. 


Indicate Other 
Cos. Will Follow 
MG Radio Show 








Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

End of all air programs tied in 
with films on local stations was in- 
dicated here last week when a tenta- 
tive show, with half a dozen sponsors 
all ready to buy, was dropped be- 
cause studios wouldn’t cooperate. 
Idea was Joe Feldman’s, advertising 
| director of Warners here, who saw 
|}a chance to tie in his theatres on 
|air time paid for by another. 
| Show, which would have run off 
dialog and musical seetions from pic- 
tures themselves, was to have been 
in nature of air trailers and had 
already been auditioned and prac- 
tically accepted when Feldman, in 
response to queries he made, was 
told it would be wise to lay off. 

Reason was that most of studios 
are figuring on taking the lead of 
Metro and selling their available 
talent to network sponsors them- 
selves. WB is ready to go on for 
Lucky Strike in a show headed by 
Dick Powell and other lots, Feldman 
was told, also had deals on fire. He 
was told by a couple of studios it 
would be okay to use their films, but 
that they would have to be dropped 
should any network sponsor with 
some of their people under contract 
object. Local program intended to 
run off actual voices of people from 
reel itself. 


Hellinger at WB Dec. 1 


Mark Hellinger starts work on his 
new producing-executive contract at 
Warners Dec. 1. 

He sails for Hollywood from New 
York via the Canal Nov. 6. 


Stahl’s Dunne at U 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Next Irene Dunne starrer for Uni- 
versal will be produced and directed 
by John M. Stahl. 
‘Madame Curie’ and a new Vina 
Delmar story are being considered 
as vehicles. 























Exhibs Laff Off Bucking Metro's 


Radio Show with 


Erna | 


| Latest wrinkle in combating pic- 
‘ture player radia appearances, ad- 
'vocated by ‘certain independent ex- 
|hibitor associations, may be tried 
|against’ Metro when it. begins its 
Thursday night programs next Nov. 


4. Idea, originally attributed to P. J. 
| Wood, would have exhibitors play 
| M-G. percentage pictures on every 
‘Thursday. Theoretically okay, prac- 
tical showmen were highly skeptical 
if it weuld work out, even if 25% 





Metro-Maxwell show 


Radio’s film dirt-dishers 


Metro’s Bregman welcome.... 


Dramatists’ leeway to interest Ho 
GUBTIOT cs.ccvccceececcscs aketee 





Other News of Pix Interest 


U. S. Wants Quick Quota OK in England.... 


Mary Pickford’s cosmetics................ 


Radio Reports on Joe Penner; Feg Murray-Harriet Hilliard; 
Olga Baclanova; Gene Autry; Buddy Clark............... P. 38-39 





:..Page 1S 
anton 606666 tibet 0045.9 Page 28 


a 
r) 
ua 
o 
te 
© 


ee 


llywood in Broadway pro- 
ocho cdGok os ewcbbee dédheed oon Page 55 








M-G Pix Thursdays 


effective. Big catch, of course, is 
that Metro would not permit playing 
a.percentage film on Thursday. 

Smaller exhibitors, who doubtless- 
ly would have to bear the brunt of 
such a campaign, would be unable 
to get out of Saturday and Sunday 
playdates previously contracted. And 
few in the trade believed that ex- 
hibitors even would ask for such an 
alignment. ; 

Other theatre operators pointed to 
the fact that Loew’s circuit, one of 
the larger theatre operations in U. S., 
| will be playing Metro product on 
| Thursdays in most spots, which was 
deemed an answer to whether or not 
the air show competition would hurt. 
|It seemed good business sense that 
|certainly Loew would not be using 
|M-G films on the nights of this big 
}network show if officials believed 
| the competish would hurt the box 
| office. 
| It also seemed doubtful if any ex- 
|hibitor, off-hand, would be able to 
| judge whether a radio program em- 
ploying Hollywood talent injured or 
helped his box office. Theory of one 
| veteran exhib was that there might 
| be instances of harmful effect but 
| on the other hand there were many 
others in which the added publicity 
secured by mcs Of the network 
, shows actually helped grosses. 








John, Elaine Barrymore 
To Be Co-Starred by Par 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Adolph Zukor last week announced 
the signing of John Barrymore and 
his wife, Elaine Barrie, to individ- 
ual player contracts, each to run 
for three years, with indications that 
the pair are to be co-starred. First, 
however, both are tobe given sup- 
porting roles in the Marlene 
Dietrich starrer, ‘French Without 
Tears, which Mitchell Leisen will 
direct. 

This will be Miss Barrie’s in- 
itial appearance in a feature length 
picture. 


Columbia Loses $1,250 
For Failure to Deliver 
Capra and Moore Films 











Calgary, Alta., Oct. 26. 

Columbia Pictures failed in an ap- 
peal to the appellate division, Al- 
berta Supreme Court, to quash a 
judgment of $1,200 awarded to Glen 
Peacock, operator of the Isis here. 
A cross-appeal by Peacock stating 
that the first award was made on 
basis of second run film profits was 
successful and original sum was in- 
creased by $500. 

Case in the lower court was 
brought by Peacock against Colum- 
bia claiming that contract for last 
season called for all that year’s prod- 
uct, but that Capra’s ‘Lost Horizon’ 
and Grace Moore’s ‘When You’re in 
Love’ were booked into the Capitol, 
Famous Players-Canadian Corp. 
house. Award was made on the esti- 
mated profits of the small 500-seat 
theatre. 


WB’s 4 in Color 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Four technicolor pictures, each to 
cost over $1,000,000, will be made by 
Warners for quarterly release this 
season, 

First is ‘Gold Is Where You Find 
It,’ followed by ‘Adventures of Robin 
Hood,’ ‘Valley of Giants’ and ‘Food 
for Scandal.’ 
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Edward Alperson. 
Mireille Balin. 
Mona Barrie. 

Nigel Bruce, 
Micheline Cheirel. 
J. Cheever Cowdin. 
Roy Disney. 

D. A. Doran. 

Julien Duvivier. 
William J. Fadiman. 
Alice Faye. 

Walter Fleischmann. 
Henry Fonda, 

Gene Fowler. 

Mack Gordon. 
Baroness Lili Hatvany. 
Sidney Kornheiser. 
Mervyn LeRoy. 
Harold Leedy. 

John Loder. 

Helen Menken. 
Buddy Morris. 
Tyrone Power. 
Harry Revel. 

Henry Tobias. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Robert Benchley. 
Russell Birdwell. 
Maurice Conn. 
Michael Curtiz. 
Helen Ferguson. 
Robert Grieg. 
Allyn Joslyn. 

Ian Keith. 

Otto Kruger. 
George D. Lottman. 
Abe Lyman. 
Fredric March. 
Joe Moskowitz. 

T. H. Richmond. 
Nate Spingold. 
Kenneth Thomson. 
James Timony. 
Walter Winchell. 
Toby Wing. 

Sam Wood. 





Loretta Young. — 
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Prudential Reported Set to Put 
Up $4,500,000 for Goldwyn-Korda 
Buy of UA; but Those Lil Details! 


+ 


7 


Prudential Assurance Company, of 
London, it is understood, is ready to 
provide $4,500,000 with which Sam- 
uel Goldwyn and Alexander Korda 
could exercise their options for con- 
trol of United Artists. There is only 
the question of domination in the 
contemplated new United Artists set- 
up to hold up this deal. Were that 
question agreeably solved a deal for 
lifting the Goldwyn-Korda options 
could be consummated this week. 


It is not known at this time what / 


conditions Prudential will stipulate 
as consideration for making the loan 
to Goldwyn and Korda, and whether 
one of the conditions might not be 
that Prudential, its associates or rep- 
resentatives shall have a_ veto 
power, or balance of authority in 
the contemplated new regime. 

It is possible, of course, for the 
parties to make whatever arrange- 
ments may be desirable or suitable 
to them. One which has been men- 
tioned is whereby Prudential, its as- 
sociates or representative might hold 
2% of whatever new voting securi- 
ties are to be issued, and that Gold- 
wyn and Korda should divide the re- 


maining 98% equally between the 
two, 
Apparently Prudential is ventur- 


ing into the deal in association with 
other British financial interests. 

The RKO-United Artists merger 
possibility is still on the tapis, also, 
but that is the alternative in the 
situation, at p-esent. - 

Korda and Murray Silverstone, 
United Artists’ European chieftain, 
arrived from London yesterday 
(Tues.). Korda revealed nothing 
that isn’t known already regarding 
the situation. Of course they went 
into almost immediate huddle with 
Goldwyn, who has been here around 
a week; and with Ernest Lever, 
secretary of Prudential, and David 
Rose Goldwyn, Inc., v.p.,: who has 
been active in the situation since it 
arose some months ago. 


British Dominance 


An intriguing conjecture in the 
situation is, whether United Artists 
shall swing under British domina- 
tion if the deal with Prudential is 
consummated. At this juncture no- 
body knows. 

At the present time the British 
film production end or most of it is 
just about Alexander Korda (Lon- 
don Films) and no other. Pruden- 
tial, chief backer of Korda’s activi- 
ties, understands this. Thus, there’s 
a chance to make the British end of 
an American. company. wag ’:the 
American end, as in the present U. 
A. situation. 

Whether it’s just some sort of 
British business-patriotism, or not, is 
certainly a novel possibility whereby 
a first-line American film, with wide 
distribution propensities and an in- 
ternational organization, could come 
under British domain. 

It has been heard that among the 
conditions Prudential would like to 
lay down, in connection with a deal, 
is for U.A. to set up a studio in Eng- 
land, additional to that now operated 
by London Films. 

Goldwyn 

Will Goldwyn let them do it? 

That’s the rub. Goldwyn, besides 
being a stockholder in U. A., also 
owns the U.A. studio. That's quite 
an itém among the assets. * 

Besides which, Goldwyn ix tops 
as a producer in the trade. 

Then there’s the David Selznick 
situation. It is logical to assume that 
if Selznick were to sever with U.A. 
that company and its outlook would 

(Continued on page 54) 


SAILINGS 


Nov. 17: (London to New York), 
Irving Asher, Laura La Plante 
(Normandie) . 

Nov. 10 (London to New York), A. 
J. Cronin (Queen Mary). 

Nov. 5 (London to. New York), 
Mrs. Osa Johnson, Clark Getts 
(Queen Mary). 

Oct. 28 (New York to London), 
Leo McCarey, Yacht Club Boys ‘Ile 
de France). 

Oct. 27 (London to New York), 
Dodie Smith, John Brownlee, Jack 
Warner, Moritz Rosenthal (Queen 
Mary). 

Oct. 27 (New York to London), 
Anne Booth, Otto Kruger ‘Aqu'i- 
tania). 

Oct. 22 (London to New York), 
Fred Duprez (American Trader). 
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Selznick and Paramount Stil 
Hot; Indie Unit with Par B. R.' 


—__—__——- + 





The Selznick-Paramount possibility 
is still more than lukewarm, but so 
far there is no agreement. However, 
negotiations appear okay for a deal 
whereby, were Selznick willing, he 
could produce independently and 
with a free hand for Par, financed 
by the latter. 

Seiznick in this way could draw 


EIGHT PIX IN WORK AT | 
WB; “JEZEBEL’ AWAY 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Warners now has eight pictures in 
production. ‘Slight Case of Murder’ 
and ‘Jezebel’ were the latest to go 





upon the vast manpower and talent! into work. 
reservoir of Par, and retain his in- ‘Murder’ is being produced by Sam 
dependent identity, for business pur-| Bischoff, Lloyd Bacon directing. 








phe eRe 


WIT 
UNIT 


La Cava, Garnett, McCarey, 
Ruggles 


FLOCK 
RUDY 


It 











and Capra 





Nain) 


to. 


Head Own Productions— | 


Le Baron Has 


About | 


Seven Months More with. 


Paramount 


poses and prestige. Cast toppers are Edward G. Robin-| CLAIMS BANKROLL OK 
Experts feel that a cash deal is out.| son and June Bryan. Bette Davis | 
Jock Whitney and Selznick own} has starring spot in ‘Jezebel’ which | mina, 5 
S-I. The company also owns con-| William Wyler is directing under} winiam LeBaron is planning to 
siderable Technicolor stock andj Henry. Blanke’s production. | pull his stakes out of Paramount 
holds options on for additional shares ge Sea Ee | and head, in an executive capacity, 
besides other assets owned. ja new production unit which will 
However, any deal made a, | include Gregory La Cava, Leo Mc- 
will be subject to the approval of | Carey. Tay Garnett, Wesley Ruggles | 


Adolph Zukor, chairman of the Par | 
board in charge of production. | 
Stanton Griffis is mentioned as | 
among those chiefly interested on be- 
half of Par in making the deal with | | 


Selznick. Whitney and Selznick are | EFFECT 


AT TELEVISION 


mentioned as possible new officers 
of Par in case of any such deal. 





SELZNICK ON A BIKE TOO 
AMONG 3 PROPOSISH jnowse test touowing a t 


mount desk following a two months’ | 
That Metro-David Selznick pos- | 
sibility appears to be a straight re- 
leasing arangement only. With RKO, 
the thing sizes up to about the same 
scope as may be achieved by Selz- 
nick in a deal with Paramount, but 
the Paramount possibility appears, production of pictures of inter- 
to have precedence over all others. | national appeal has much to do with 
There may be other alterntives in| the favorable foreign outlook, in 
any of the deals but these are not; Zukor’s opinion, Also, the slump in | 
apparent at this time. | foreign production is proving of as- | 
So far as the RKO possibility goes, | sistance to American preeeers: 
ouly informal conversations seem to, 000000 —" 


— eon HENIE 
AND TEMPLE IN 1 FILM. 


And the chances are just as good | 
that Selznick might wind up staying 
Hollywood, Oct. 26, 
Darryl Zanuck is going to merge 


his Para- | 





trip abroad, expressed the belief that | 
television offers no more competish | 
to picture biz than does the radio, 
and also said that Europe is accept- | 
ing Hollywood film product with 
greater enthusiasm than ever. 


in United Artists. 





Berlin Starts Tuning 


: R | his youngest stars and, incidentally, 
N A - his best boxoffice draws in one 
ext staire ogers super. They are Shirley Temple 





and Sonja Henie. It came about 
| while the producer, cruising around 
the 20th-Fox lot, came on Miss 
Henie teaching Shirley how to skate, 
Moppet’s dexterity as a hoofer made 
her a fast pupil at figure eights and 
had the v.p. in charge of production 
kicking himself for not having 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Irving Berlin has reported to RKO | 
to do the score for the next Fred 
Astaire-Ginger Rogers picture. 
Marian Ainslee and Guy Endore 
wrote the original. 





Thi | rr t 25th A thought of the team sooner. | 
ts $s an or ’s nn Just what the story will be nobody 
knows, for the simple reason it’s 

Satiewend, Oct. 286. still in the idea stage. Anyway, 











from Oct. 24 through Oct. 30, cul- | 
° o£ ’ 
tion for comic’s humanitarian and Binyon s Top 5 


Eddie Cantor's 25th Anniversary | there’s always the Ritz Bros. around 
minating with a testimonial banquet 
theatrical work. | aie 


week is being currently celebrated | for added scenes. 
at the Ambassador hotel, in recogni- | 
Fete will be broadcast nationally Hollywood, Oct. 26. 





with George Jessel toastmastering. | Scripting assignment on ‘Top 

Speed, Bing Crosby starrer set to | 

Simultaneously with the Coast | follow ‘Paris Honeymoon,” has been | 

banquet on Oct. 28 the East Side | handed by Director Wesley Ruggles 
Chamber of Commerce, N. Y., has | [9 Claude Binyon. 


Francisca Gaal will be featured in 
the picture Mary Carlisle also 
!in a top spot 


arranged for a pastrami, corned beef 
and beer party to be housed in a 
giant tent at 47 Henry street, to cele- 
brate Cantor week. Site is now a. = 
vacant lot, but formerly occupied by | 
house where Cantor was raised. Jack Warner Sails Oct. 27 
All locals in the district have been London. Oct. 26. 
invited to attend the cuffo feed, sails from here for 
which contrasts with the $25 per 
plate soiree on the Coast. Judge 
Jonah J. Goldstein will head the ‘I- | Smith, Johan Brownlee and Moritz 
knew-him-when group,’ which in- | Rosenthal 
cludes members of the Solax and | : 
Nocoma Clubs. 


with 


Jack Warner 
N. Y. Oct. 27. 
Also aboard same ship are Dodie! 


— 


PAIR FOR BETTY 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 





TOM MOORE’S COMEBACK 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. Sy 


Tom Moore, who hasn’t been seen | been assigned to screenplay ‘Night 
around the studios in quite some | Spot’ at Paramount for Betty Grable, | 
time, is back on a set daily now. | which George Arthur will produce. 


Miss Grable first 
in the Lew Gensler production, ‘Col- 
lege Swing. 


But he’s in a new role—dialog di- 
rector on Shirley Temple’s ‘Rebecca | 
at Sunnybrook Farm,’ 


| been 
| Baron is at present on a two-week 


| major 


|; Cava and McCarey are now in N. 


Bartlett and Olive Cooper have | 


will be. featured | 


nd Frank Capra if the latter can 
be freed of his Columbia obligations. 


LeBaron has about seven 
to go on his Par ticket, but 
since Adolph Zukor hit the 
and assumed general command of 
all production and operation he has 
talking about walking. Le- 


vacash from studio, having left for 
a motor trip Saturday (23). 
Plan is for the group to get its 


| own financing and release through a 


distribber. Idea was for 


months 
ever | 
Coast ! 


lease through United Artists but this | 


angle is now contingent on the out- 
|}come of the present UA financial 
| deals. 

LeBaron is reported to have am- 
| ple financial backing for his setup 
and would only function 
tive head for the representative 
units, each of which would make its 
own pictures, and have the director- 
producer function as such. 


It is understood that they also 
| have a considerable number of stars 
| and writers who, they feel, would 


| join the various units. 
are now under 
studios. 


Ruggles is the only one of the 
planned setup who has a term con- 
tract with a studio, but his deal at 
Par has less than a year to run. 


These people 





METRO EYES LEGIT TEAM 





contract to various, 


La | 
Y. than $2,600,000 of the twelve-month 
| figure recorded 


ja nd better 


| 
as execu- 


| $1,722,468 


| largest 





Studio Conditions, Threatens To 
Quit; Spitz West to Dissuade Him 





Whistle Stops 


Hollywood, Oct. 

Bercovici writhed 
through two days of aimless 
chatter at story conferences on 
a major story and the third 
day carried a_cop’s traffic 
whistle which he tooted when- 
ever the conferees got off the 
main avenues of discussion, 


26. 


Konrad 











US. TAXES SHOW 


THAT SEPT. B.0. 
WAS TERRIF 


Washington, Oct. 26. 
Pick-up in theatre 
ing August ended the customary 
summer 


business dur- 


slump, September tax col- 


lection report shows. For 
nine months, 
more than $1,500,000 ahead 


than 


the first 
of 1936 
$3,000,000 in front 
of 1935. 
Touching 
Jane, 
c= 
month's 


highest since 
September 

Treasury, 
wicket 
and 


point 
payments to the 
based on prior 
gross, amounted to 
were the second 
grab this year. Total was 
over last September and 
more than the August 


$52,424 
$123,226 
amount, 

While other miscellaneous 
are slowing down, the box office 
bite was shown to be producing 
Federal revenue dependably. Yield 
has improved from month to month 
steadily since last November, while 
the nine-month total is within less 


in 1934. The rise 
from August to September was the 
second biggest of four gains noted 


' this year. 


Brock Pemberton and Antoinette | 


Perry May Join Film Co. 





Brock Pemberton and Antoinette 
Perry as a production team are be- 
ing dickered with by Metro. 


Harold Leedy (Rockwell-O’Keefe) 


has been talking details with J. 
Robert Rubin, Loew-Metro exec in 
the east. 


TIB By Jan. 1, After Five Years: 


Almost five 


!on the company’s 
ization plan to Federal 


pending reorgan- 
Judge Wil- 


| liam Bondy. 


In view of remarks made by the 
special master at hearing on the plan 
during the summer months, it’s of 
| interest to the trade and 
| alike whether his report will con- 

tain recommendations that the set- 
| tlement on the $9,000,000 Rockefeller 
| claim be trimmed down. This claim 
| was settled on the basis of 500,000 
shares of new RKO stock. 
| The special master at hearings had 

indicated that he thought the settle- 
ment figure too big, so that it will 
not be surprising if his report con- 
tains a recommendation that the 
settlement be trimmed, However, 


| 
| 


Fay Bainter’s Films 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Fay Bainter has started at War- 
ners on her featured role in ‘Jezebel,’ 
Bette Davis starrer. 
After that chore she moves over to 
RKO to play in ‘Viyacious Lady,’ 


| Ginger Rogers film. 


RKO All Set to Emerge from Its 


years to the day since! 


| the 


it went into receivership, in 1933, ! 
RKO stands to emerge definitely 
|from its 77B situation, by January 
of the coming year. 
On Thursday (28), Special Mas- 
| ter G. W. Alger submits his report 


prediction on the situation be 
made authoritative. 

It is felt that he may have some- 
thing to say in his report regarding 
advisability of making the 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum setup finan- 
cially autonomous. The M. J. Meehan 
interests own more than one-third of 
the outstanding KAO preferred, with 


RKO owning one-third plus 100% 


can 


| of the common. 


creditors | 


| paying 


uo| for $6,000,000 by Dec. 


The company has undergone con- 
siderable change financially and 
otherwise since that first receivership | 
step in January, 1933. 


It is probable, of course, that upon | 
its emergence from its 77B situation, | | 


more changes will come. 

Leo Spitz is president of RKO and 
the principal owners today are 
Atlas Corp.-Lehman Corp. 
of RKO from RCA for 
terest in the RCA holdings and tak- 
ing an option to lift the other half 
31, 


admissions tax haul is | 


taxes | 


the | | 
interests. | 
Atlas-Lehman group bought control | 
$11,000,000, | || 
down $5,000,000 for a half in- | | 


this year. ! k 


+ 


Sam Briskin, 
studio head, 


RKO 
is dissatisfied with 


executive 
the 
organization’s conditions to such an 
extent that he has not yet signed the 
new three-vear 
last July, 


contract offered him 
with a view to quitting the 
company. Leo Spitz, prez, is on his 
way west from Chicago to endeav»>1 
to persuade him to sit tight until 
after the company ‘anization 
*n completed. 

Briskin has been with RKO for al- 
most two years, coming over from 
‘olumbia. Last July, Spitz, Floyd 
Odlum, Paul Mazur and J. R., 
McCausland, representative of the 
Irving Trust Co., receivers, in Hol- 
| lywood surveyed the company sit- 
| uation and offered Briskin the three 
}semester ticket. Terms _ specified 
that he would get a straitht salary 
} until the receivership expired, and 
after that period, in addition to the 
weekly stipend, he would be given a 
percentage of the profits of the pic- 
Briskin has yet to signa 
contract which was later drawn, 


reor 
has bs 


lant 





tures made. 
the 


When Spitz was apprised of Bris- 


| kin’s desire to quit RKO he asked 
| him to defer the matter until he, 
| Spitz, arrived in Hollywood Thurs- 
|day (28) as he hoped the situation 
could be adjusted to the satisfaction 
of both. 


Cagney’s Tax Angle 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Grand National is looking for a 
| Story suitable for James Cagney with 


|} Cagney demanding that he start 
work on the third film under his 
| GN contract not later than Nov. 15 
in order to curtail his income tax 


| by avoiding a lapover into 1938. 

Edward L. Alperson, GN prez, has 
shelved ‘Dynamite,’ once skedded for 
Cagney, because of its similarity to 
Radio’s ‘Danger Patrol.’ 
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Film Distributors See Possible 
Italian Reprisals Against U. S. 
Pictures Because of RAM Fiasco 





Frankness of certain leading film- 
ites on the Coast in airing their 
anti-Fascist views in public during 


the Hal Roach-Vittorio Mussolini 
(RAM Productions) affair is ex- 
pected to bring some_ reaction 


against specific American films set 
for future release in Italy. This may 
be interpreted by quiet bannings, 
with no reasons given, according 
to those familiar with the Italian 
situation even though the Italian 
market has been practically worth- 
less to the American films for sev- 
eral] years now, 


It will be recalled that Charles 
Chaplin's last picture was banned in 
Italy because of admitted support 
for the Russian cause. Or at least 
that was the only reason uncovered. 
Of late, however, Italians have 
placed bans on foreign productions 
when stars of the films in question 
were found to be supporting loyalist 
Spain, or were pro-Soviet, though 
no explanation was given. 

The thing that worries dis- 
tributing companies greatly in the 
east is that such bans, when lodged 
against any number of their costly 
films, cut deeply into their foreign 


grosses. Stars themselves, who 
sometimes crash public prints with 
being speakers at certain ‘anti’ 


gatherings, continue to receive their 
salaries but the  production-dis- 
tribution companies are left holding 
the bag to a great extent when the 
films are kept out of Italy. 


An unfortunate aspect of the Hal 
Roach negotiations and their failure 
is that American officials fear the 
Italian government. may blame 
Metro, since Roach releases through 
that company. Though the Roach 
negotiations were on an individual 
basis, and without the full knowl- 
edge of M-G, a major difficulty 
may be to convince Italian officials 
that Metro was entirely out of it. 


MORRIS, REISMAN AND 
HICKS BACK IN U. 8. 


Warner Bros. theatre operations 
on the other side will be confined to 
the reconstructed Daly’s, London, 
on which work has begun prepara- 
tory to an early opening. House will 
become the first-run show window 
for Warner pictures in London and 
won't be used to house any of the 
plays in which WB is interested in 
England, according to present plans. 

Sam E. Morris, g.m. of foreign 
operations for Warners, returned to 
New York yesterday (Tues.) with 
Herman Maier, head of the WB con- 
struction department, after laying 
plans for the takeover of the famous 
old Daly’s and its reconstruction into 
a first run. 

Jack L. Warner, who met Morris 
and Maier on the other side, is sail- 
ing from London today (Wed.) and 
will arrive in New York Mon- 
day (1), 

Phil Reisman, RKO foreign head, 
reached New York yesterday (Tues. ) 
after a three-month trip through 
Europe, during which he attended 
the United Kingdom sales meet in 
London. 

John W. Hicks, Jr., v.-p. in charge 
of Paramount's foreign department, 
arrives in N. Y, from Europe tomor- 
row (Thurs.). He has been in Eng- 
land and France for the last six 
weeks or more surveying the cur- 
rent situation and future prospects. 

On arriving from London yester- 
day (Tues.), Morris declared that 
demolition of the old Daly’s has been 
started and that the new house will 
be ready for opening around May l. 

Irving Asher, in charge of pro- 
duction for WB in England, is sailing 
from the other side Nov. 17 and will 
proceed to the Coast with Morris to 
discuss the coming year’s production 
schedule at Teddington studios near 
London. Plans are to turn out a 
total of 16 British-mades at that 
plant. 











Lester Allen to Metro 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Metro has cast Lester Allen for 
the featured spot in ‘Girl of the 
Golden West.’ 
Actor was crowded out of Univer- 
sal’s ‘Top of the Town’ after being 
brought from N. Y. on a contract, 


U SET ON PRODUCTION 
THROUGH 1ST OF YEAR 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 





With completion of ‘You’re a 
Sweetheart’ nearing at Universal, 
featuring Alice Faye and George 


Murphy, U is readying a lineup of 
productions that will carry the 
studio over the first of the year. 
Currently shooting is ‘International 
Spy,’ Trem Carr production, with 
‘The Black Doll,’ next Crime Club 
feature, in preparation by Irving 
Starr and Larry Fox. 

U has completed 20 of 50 pictures 
on the 1937-38 program. 





Majors, Interstate, 
Vote to Appeal The 
Dallas Trust Case 


Attorgeys for the major picture 
companies yesterday (Tues.) decided 
to appeal the unfavorable decision 
in the Dallas anti-trust case. Action 
followed many parleys to set some 
course after decree had been en- 
tered this month. Case was that of 
the Government against the Inter- 
state circuit and major distributors 
in which restraint of trade was held 
to have been committed in specfying 
minimum admissions at which pix 
played subsequent runs and refusing 
to sell where duals were the policy. 
Mayor companies and Interstate 
have 60 days in which to file their 
appeal which means that no action 
need be taken until about Dec. 13. 


Coming Out Postponed 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Universal's ‘Rage of Paris,’ which 
introduces Danielle Darrieux to 
American picture audiences, gets a 
delayed production start to around 
first of the year. 

Studio execs are holding off until 
French actress brushes off her ac- 
cent. Meantime she’s getting a 
heavy newspaper and fan mag cam- 
paign. 











Martha Raye’s $300 
For Nuisance Value 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Check for $300 was turned over 
te Sligh & Tyrell agency here by 
Henry A. Kalcheim, attorney who 
represented Martha Raye, in case 
where agency sued her for $2,500 
commissions allegedly due them on 
an oral contract made with Miss 
Raye’s mother before the actress’ 
picture debut. 

Defendants contended that the 
$300 was nuisance value and stated 
that it would have cost more in 
fares to bring witnesses to the scene. 


BROADWAYITE 
LEAVES BWAY 


By JACK OSTERMAN 


Schenectady, N. Y., Oct. 26. 

Well, we served our time here and, 
before leaving, would like to report 
our stay as a Hollywood columnist 
might report it. 

In the first place we were invited 
to visit General Electric, the major 
studio here, and as we walked on 
their lot we spied Elmer Neuritis, 
whom we predicted several columns 
ago, would go places. He saw us and 
immediately dropped his tools and 
yelled, ‘H'ya Jackie,’ proving con- 
clusively Elmer hadn't gone Schen- 
ectady. 











| 
It was nice to see that the sur- 


roundings hadn’t gone to Elmer’s 
head and he asked us to lunch with 
the foreman, whose daughter, it is 
rumored, is going with the night 
watchman’s son, who in turn isn't 
going any place, because there is no 
place to go in Schenectady. Gen- 
eral Electric confided to us that they 
are creating a technicolor frigid- 
aire...put the food in...when the 
ham turns yellow then it’s time to 
throw it out. 

We also know definitely there is 
no truth to the Garbo-Stokowski 
merger...Stokowski has two violin 
cases of his own. Know you will all 
be happy to know that the party 
broke up at 9 p.m., because every- 
one had to be on the set early and 
therefore there isn’t any news out 
here outside of the fact that Ella 
Hemingway, who still insists on eat- 
ing poached toast without eggs, may 
leave General Electric for General 
Motors, while General Pershing de- 
nies all rumors that either one of 
them are taking over the ‘21’ Club. 


(Continued on page 52) 








Grace Moore Has a Temperament Rep 


So She's Gonna Keep It Now, She Says 





By MARIAN SQUIRE 

‘I'm sick and tired of being called 
temperamental. I'm more tired of 
denying the accusation. From now 
on, I am temperamental” 

Grace Mbdore broadcasting, and 
loudly, in her first interview, during 
her present New York visit. The 
‘temperament’ stigma, she says, was 
wished on her because she wanted 
to have something to say about the 
songs she sang in pictures. It all 
started when she made ‘One Night 
of Love’ which made filmusical his- 
tory. The studio didn’t wish to care 
for Miss Moore, and offered to buy 
back her contract. ‘Over my dead 
body,’ Miss Moore returned, and the 
operatic star fit and bled for the in- 
clusion of a number that made the 
picture. 

‘Ever since then,’ Miss Moore said 
plaintively, ‘directors have been 
commiserated, rather than congratu- 
lated when assigned to make a pic- 
ture with me. 

‘Never in my life have I been ac- 
cused of being hard to get along 
with, until I went to’ Hollywood. 
‘Minnie the Moocher’ may be fun 
for one time, but I must have music 
that fits my training and. ability. 
Could a ballet. dancer be accused of 
‘temperament’ if she refused to: go 
on ‘truckin’ and doing the Big Ap- 
ple? That’s what they wanted me 
to do with my voice.’ 

She’s been yelling for four years 
about the type of song that suits her 
voice, says Miss Moore, and unless 
she can find some less wearing way 
of putting over her point, she and 
Hollywood will have to part. 





Almost ‘cross your fingers and 


knock on wood’ superstitious, Miss 
Moore is. Every important event in 
her life has been connected with the 
numeral 5. Also, the best things 
she has done have been associated 
with her own initials, G. M. First 
picture with M-G-M. First major 
broadcast with General Motors. Sang 
with the Metropolitan Opera (M but 
no G), and is making her debut with 
the Chicago Opera Co. in November, 
no M or G figuring prominently in 


that, but the date involves the 
lucky 5. She will sing ‘Manon’ 
Nov. 15. 


Another of Miss Moore's violent 
enthusiasms is her husband, Valen- 
tine Perrara. His middle name is 
Mori, tying up with the lucky m. 
How they’d have gotten along if his 
center monicker had been Butch is 
a matter of conjecture. Miss Moore 


seems firmly convinced that the fact 
that her birthday is Dec. 5, her hus- 
band’s the 15th, their anniversary 
the 15th, has a great deal to do with 
the happiness of their marriage. The 
fact that Mr. Perrara takes all of 
this in his Latin stride probably has 
something to do with the couple’s 
felicitous state. Mr. Perrara still 
says, ‘I must take off my coat,’ when 
he means put it on, and speaks of 
nudish chorus girls as being ‘empty,’ 
when he means undressed—but his 
English is serviceable, and when in 
doubt he and Miss Moore chatter 
away in French, 

Miss Moore has radio, concert and 
opera scheduled—Hollywood if they 
can agree on tunes which suit the 





Moore voice. 








SULLAVAN’S 2-A-YEAR 
FOR HAL ROACH; 3 YRS. 








| 


| 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 


Hal Roach signed Margaret Sul- 
lavan to a straight three-year con- 
tract calling for two pictures year- 
ly. Leads off with ‘Road Show’ fol- 
lowed by ‘Fancy Free’ as costarrer 
with Ronald Colman. Actress has 
one to go on her Universal pact. 


It will be ‘The Road to Reno,’ de- 
cided upon following the recent set- 
tlement of the player’s contract dif- 
ficulties with the studio. 

Deal, however, is contingent on 
Miss Sullavan’s okaying the script. 
Joe Pasternak will produce with 
Henry Fonda, to whom Miss Sulla- 
van once was married, playing op- 
posite. 





Scripps Encoring 
Its Pix Ad Section; 
Others Have Same Idea 


Following the lead of the Scripps- 
Howard newspapers in getting out a 
film supplement for which all film 
companies are being solicited to ad- 
vertise along trade lines, declared to 
have been promoted by M. H. Ayles- 
worth, other newspaper chains are 
planning to try the same thing. 
These include Hearst, as previously 
reported, plus other important daily 
strings. 

Scripps’ film section grossed around 
$100,000. Planned to get out similar 
supplements periodically and is now 
soliciting eastern film offices for 
business. 








Lyon-Daniels Vaudshow 
Strong in South Africa 


Capetown, Oct. 10. 

South African tour of Ben Lyon 
and Bebe Daniels, heavily advance- 
ballyhooed by African Consolidated 
Theatres, opened at the Empire, 
Johannesburg, Oct. 1, to enthusiastic 
biz. 

Company includes Billy Costello, 
Zelma O'Neal, Len Young, McDonald 
Twins and Mills, Juana and Juanita, 
Anita Martell and Alec Finlay. 
Treupe comes to Capetown Christ- 
mas week. 





Durante in 20-Fox Tuner 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 


After he finishes his current as- 
signment at Columbia, Jimmy Du- 
rante moves aver to 20th-Fox for 
the featured comedy role in ‘Sally, 
Irene and Mary.’ Others in the 
east are Alice Faye, Tony Martin, 
Portland Hoffa, Gregory Ratoff, 
Joan Davis and Slim Summerville. 


Gene Markey is producer on the 
tunefilm, William Seiter directing. 








Dan Kelly Upped at U 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Dan Kelly nas been advanced from 
the casting director's office to a 
berth as assistant to Charles R. 
Rogers. 


The spot was vacated last week by 
Rufus Le Maire’s resignation. 





SPIES AT WORK 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

‘International Spy’ went before the 
camera at Universal last week with 
Joe Lewis directing and Trem Carr 
producing. 

Cast includes William Hall, Jane 
Wyman, Esther Ralston and Robert 
Warwick in the featured roles. 





FORDS’ VACASHING 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

John Ford, with ‘Hurricane’ for 
Sam Goldwyn in the cans, has left 
for Honolulu with the Mrs. and their 
two children. 

Made the trip by steamer, Jeaving 
his yacht to collect barnacles at Wil- 





mington. 


——___— 


Cheap Franc NSG for U. S. Distribs 
In France, but OK for Importers 
Of French Pix; Gallic Film Spurt 


+ 


——_—_______.. 


Paris, Oct. 19, 

Downward plunge of the French 
france has produced an ever-increas- 
ing batch of headaches for American 
film distributors and all other con- 
nected with the amusement business 
with something to sell in this coun- 
try. It looked bad enough for U. §S, 
interests doing business over here a 
year ago, when it seemed that the 
French money had reached bottom, 
but even the franc worth only 434c.. 
viewed as the low at this time in 
1936, seems healthy compared with 
3.36c franch of today. 

While the American firms with 
films to sell obviously have suffered 
most, musie halls, night clubs and 
cabarets which book U. S. acts have 
| felt the rub. On one side there is 
| the insistence of certain acts that 
they be paid in American dollars, 
and, on the other, the pressure of the 
cafe and cabaret operators to pay off 
in francs or furnish a _ heavily 
trimmed wage in American dollars. 

Current cheap franc is a bugaboo 
to U. S. distributors setting down 
films in France. Where it took 19 to 
23 francs to buy a dollar last year, at 
the present time it takes nearly 30 
francs to equal the dollar. Tip to 
the decline in profits is seen in the 
fact that early in 1936 only 15 frances 
were needed to buy a dollar, while 
now it takes almost double that 
amount, 

Distributors are partially aided by 
the fact that operating costs in this 
country and the French colonies 
have declined. In fact, the present 
cheap franc has been around for so 
many weeks that operations are fair- 
ly well geared to it. 

But, on the other hand, there is 
little opportunity to secure additional 
revenue in French currency because 
France’s market is viewed as having 
reached the peak in higher prices 
months ago. There has been a con- 
siderable influx of tourists, acceler- 
ated by the exposition attraction, but 
this has meant little or nothing to the 
box office. Little new to offer Ameri- 
can visitors at the cinemas here. 





From the Native U. S. Stance 

Bright side of the presently de- 
pressed French monetary situation is 
reported in N. Y. by distributors 
booking French-made films into U.S. 
theatres. While some fees to dis- 
tributing companies have gone up 
higher than the same relative franc 
value of last year, many of these 
Frnch film distributors have been 
able to buy with francs and net a 
handsome profit when asking rentals 
in American dollars in this country. 
It’s regarded as the reverse of the 
process whereby U. S. distributors 
feel the rub on their product when 
distributed in France. 

Another factor has been that the 
smarter distributors made deals be- 
fore the franc slipped to its present 
low status but actual payment was 
made in the currently deflated cur- 
rency. 





Many French Players in U. S. 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Interest of films in French market 
is reflected by current crop of Gallic 
imports. What with censorship, 
money embargo and other bans re- 
ducing size of take in many conti- 
nental European and South Ameri- 
can countries, France has become 
second only to England as foreign 
outlet for Hollywood product. 

Result is keener scanning than 
ever of French theatrical and literary 
markets for possible stories, as well 
as purchase of many leading French 
films, for Hollywood remakes, and 
contracting of French personalities 
to give product tone and character- 
istics likely to appeal in Paris and 
French provinces. 

With practically every studio in 
town represented by one or more 
French draw names, Viennese and 
Germans, in past always second to 
British in Hollywood representation, 
fade from picture. No less than 16 
top Paris names are currently in 
Hollywood, or contracted, with more 
to come. 

Mervyn LeRoy probably has big- 
gest Gallic name for U, S. b.o. in 
Fernand Gravet, just returned to 
cash in on success of ‘The King and 
the Chorus Girl.’ Universal has un- 
known quantity in newly-arrived 
| Danielle Darrieux, but reception of 
her “Mayerling’ in foreign-pic houses 

(Continued on page 61) 
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McCarey's Squawk Against H’wood 


Is Its Addiction 


Don’t get Leo McCarey wrong. He 
loves Hollywood. He’s fleeng to Eu- 
rope to get a ‘fresh outlook and a 
broader view,’ to which end he is 
traveling with the Yacht Club Boys 
—and that should accomplish both 
purposes, 

He has one big large and hand- 
some beef about the major studios, 
however. The noted director voiced 
the squawk in no uncertain terms in 
his suite at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. 
Y.. where he is pausing briefly in 
mid-flight. Clad in a snappy bath- 
robe of dark blue and red stripes, 
and calf skin boots with woolly cuffs, 
Mr. McCarey explained just what he 
thought was wrong with Hollywood. 

‘You can make a great picture,’ 
said Mr. McCarey, ‘but if. the cast 
hasn’t a boxoffice name, the studio 
releases it quietly, hoping nobody 
will notice that they had anything 
to do with it.’ 

With his dark eyes snapping (he’s 
half French and half Irish—an eye- 
snapping combination), McCarey 
cited the now famous case of ‘The 
Informer,’ which had to be foisted 
on its studio by the public, instéad 
of the other way around. The day 
will come, he optimistically insists, 
when you can cast Emma Zilch and 
Hank Fennevessi in the leads and 
be successful, if you’ve made a good 
picture, 

His present most violent enthusi- 
asms among Hollywood stars are 
Irene Dunne and Cary Grant—‘two 
of the swellest people in the world’ 
—who, by strange coincidence, ap- 
pear in Mr. McCarey’s latest direc- 
torial venture, ‘The Awful Truth.’ 

The director has strong notions on 
the mixture of marriage and careers 


+ 


for women. Diplomatically, he re-| 
fused to go into detail—some of his | 


best friends are married career- 
women. But he did point the fact 
that he has the same lovely blonde 


wife he started in pictures with, and | 


she has never been interested in a 
personal career. The McCarey’s ro- 
mance started in high school, went 
through college, and has survived 
almost 15 years of Hollywood, so 
they have about decided that it’s 
going to be a success. 


Luring Laughton 


The director has no definite Euro- 
pean plans, except getting together 
with Charles Laughton — something 
they’ve been trying to accomplish 
since they made ‘Ruggles of Red 
Gap.’ He hasn’t.even planned an 
itinerary. Doesn’t know where he’s 
going and doesn’t care. ‘What’s the 
use,’ he inquired logically, ‘of trying 
to make definite plans when you're 
traveling with the Yacht Club Boys?’ 
Likes comedy, but isn’t particular 
what he’s directing so long as it’s 
‘worthwhile.’ Thinks audience should 
be given something to think about, 
even while they’re laughing. 

Could definitely state that he ‘may 
or may not’ make a picture in Eu- 
rope, that he ‘may be gone six weeks 
or longer,’ that he would know more 
about his west coast plans on his 
return when the present commotion 
of buying, selling, lending, borrow- 
ing and merging was over among 
Hollywood’s major studios. 

Life is a bit hectic for Mr. Mc- 
Carey at the moment, as he is trying 
to see everything in New York in 
a week, including shows and night 
clubs, which takes a bit of doing 
even for a volatile French-Irishman. 
The McCarey entourage departs on 
the Ile de France Thursday 
He'll 


them now. 


Koster’s Colorfilm at U 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 


Universal has handed Henry Kos- 
ter a new directing pact. 








He draws the studio’s first techni- 


color picture as his starter on new 
ticket as reward for handling of two 
Deanna Durbin §starrers, among 
plant's top grossers. 

Joe Pasternak, his running mate 
as producer, was also tagged for a 
hew term covenant. 


* 


(28). | 
tell you all about European | 
production methods when he gets | 
back—doesn’t know anything about | 


to Marquee Names 





New Contender 





Paramount's working title of 
‘The Badge of Officer O’Roon’ 
(Bing Crosby-Bee Lillie), if it 
becomes the release title, would 
displace a previous champ film 
with the world’s worst title. 

It was Fox’s ‘Riley the Cop,’ 
during the Winnie Sheehan re- 
gime when Sheehan labeled this 
"un afier the chief of the studio 
police force. Trade hopes Par 
will leave O’Roon on the shelf, 
as a title, 


Coast Dailies 
Hop Up Mobster 
Link with Films 


Hollywood, Oct. 26, 

Picture people are being dragged 
|into the police investigation over 
Les Bruneman’s murder by mob- 
sters, and the downtown dailies hop- 
ping on it for heavy street sales in- 
crease. Hearst sheet carries yarn 
linking Bruneman with a woman 
who assertedly shook down a w.k. 
film director for $100,000. 

Among Bruneman effects police 
found a $2,000 cash draft on a Bever- 
ly Hills bank signed by Chico Marx, 
but later denied any knowledge of 
it. 

















~- 


IN SPADES 


Par Tells Off ‘Police Gazette’ In 
$50,000 Libel Suit 





In its answer to the $50,000 libel 
suit brought in Federal Court, N .Y., 
by the National Police Gazette Corp., 
for reproducing the tabloid in the 
Mae West picture, ‘Klondike Annie,’ 
Paramount Pictures Corp. yesterday 
(Tuesday) contended that the plain 
tiff’s rag is far from being lily-whlte 
and pure... In fact, the answer as- 
serts, the publication for years has 
borne a rep of publishing question- 
able stories, ads and photographs 
‘designed primarily to attract male 
readers.’ Paramount declares it re- 
produced the front page of the week- 
ly in good faith and without malice, 
and moves for dismissal of the action. 

The Gazette owners based their 
suit on the grounds that the showing 
of its sheet being read in a bawdy 
house by Miss West had damaged its 
rep and gave the impression that the 
Gazette was primarily read in such 
surroundings. 

‘The publication contains literary 
material, photographs and advertise- 
ments as well as other matter which 
are sensational and designed pri- 
marily to attract male readers,’ 
Paramount answers, and the ma- 
terial in the publication deals mainly 
with and stresses the subject of vice 
and immoral behavior.’ 

Not only that, Paramount avers, 
‘it contains articles recounting im- 
moral and vice-ridden lives of wo- 
| men and their sexual indiscretions, 
| written in lurid and_ sensational 
| style.’ 





Hopkins’ Guilder 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Miriam Hopkins goes to N. Y. Nov. 

'5 for a legit try with the Theatre 

| Guild. 

| She will duck 

| entire winter. 


Sedgwick’s MG Giggler 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Edward Sedgwick, soon returning 
to the Metro iot, likely will direct 
the initial comedy featuring Buddy 
Ebsen, Buster Keaton and Ted Healy. 

He still has one picture to direct 
| for David L. Loew starring Joe E. 
Brown. 


the Coast for the 








SAME ACTORS OVER 'N’ OVER 


vr 





FANS TIRED (IF Wall Sts Discounting Congress’ 


GAaT REPETITION 


See Same Stock Companies 
Repeatedly — Ofttimes in 
Two Pictures on Same 
Dual Bill — Victims of 
Type Casting 





LIKE VAUDE PROBLEM 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Exhibitors are facing much the 
same situation as vaudeville oper- 
ators in the matter of repeating per- 
formers, but in a much more serious 
way. Particularly is this true of Chi- 
cago and other territories where 
duals are rampant. 

With vaudeville, operators are re- 
peating acts time after time and at 
much shorter intervals than is ad- 
vantageous either for the house or 
the turns. This is almost a necessity 
because of shortage of acts. Exhib- 
itors have the same problem, but 
magnified. With double bills, they’re 
not only repeating performers day 
after day and week after week, but 
in the case of duals very often on 
the same bill. 

While Class A houses have noticed 
an increase in the number of 
squawk during past couple weeks, 
the exhibitors using subsequent run 
duals are getting worst of it. In 
their case the repeating has become 
one of the major problems of the 
business, 

Objction is not that stars are re- 
peating too often. Rather it’s that all 
pictures of each producing eompany 
seem to have the same supporting 
cast. Even more, with picture com- 
panies loaning out their people, it is 
seemingly impossible to book two 
pictures in which the cast is all dif- 
ferent. 

Where neighborhoods change duals 
three or four times a week, depend- 
ing on the same people coming three 
or four times a week, exhibitors are 
really getting the squawks, and, in 
some cases, have noticed a serious 
drop-off in business. 

There’s no complaint on the part of 
the performance. Usually these actors 
are good, solid - performers, else 
they’d not be working so prolifically, 
doing okay jobs. However, all are 
usually cast to type in every in- 
stance, and when six or seven of the 
same players are seen in the same 
type roles in two bills played on the 
same night, customers are walking 
out, tired of pictures and vowing not 
to go again for a while. 


Dr. Bing Crosby, 
Et Al, Take Over 
Seattle, ‘n How 





Seattle, Oct. 26. 

It was Bing Crosby’s week in the 
Northwest last week. An old grad 
had his homecoming at Ganzaga 
University and the old school gave 
its famed crooner-slumnus new 
honors. 

At impressive ceremonies Thurs- 
day forenoon at the university he be- 
came Dr. Harry Lillis (Bing) Crosby, 
as the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy in Music was conferred 
on him. This was in recognition of 
his achievements in the realm of 
music, for creating and establishing 
a new type of music, or more spe- 
cifically, in singing. Doctor Crosby 
also holds a regular B. A. degree 
at Gonzaga. 

Father Leo J. Robinson, S. J., 


president of Gonzaga, conferred the| Farrell and Barton MacLane fea- | 


new degree on Bing. 

Getting the Ph.D. degree wasn’t 
all that made the week a highlight 
in the crooner’s career, for every- 

(Continued on page 65) 





Future Actions; Affects Pix Stox 





Of 2 Evils— 





Playwright who had put in a 
flock of years in a foreign 
prison camp for political opin- 
ions and had _ succeeded in 
escaping to America, finally 
reached Hollywood. He ac- 
cepted the hospitality of a 
writer’s cell on one ‘of the lots, 
but after six months of it had 
lost so much wejght that he 
didn’t know but what he pre- 
ferred the prison camp to the 
psychic straightjacket the studio 
handed him. 

He asked for his release and 
is now trying to rebuild his 
mind and body in a Santa 
Monica canyon hacienda, 











William Powell's 
$197,500 Per Pic 
At M-G; Deal On 


William Powell, who arrived in 
N. Y. Tuesday (20) from Europe, 
has not yet signed his new contract 
with Metro. Under the new ticket, 
actor is to get $197,500 per pic- 
ture but under those terms he wants 
the studio to guarantee him that 
they will make two pictures yearly 
with him within seven months’ time 
as he wants to have five months off 
out of each year. 





studio, while willing to make the 
films within seven months’ time, 
doesn’t want to do so consecutively. 


Hershfield Talks Scrib 
Deal for London Trek 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Harry Hershfield is talking a deal 
with Metro that would take him to 
London for writing assignments. 
He goes to New York this week 
to finish up drawing commitments 
for the Hearst papers. 











Power as ‘Disraeli’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Tyrone Power has been set for 
the lead in ‘The Rise of Disraeli’ 
at 20th-Fox. 

Sam Heliman, recently returned 
from London, will work on the 
screenplay, having assembled data 
and material on the British prime 
minister while he was abroad 
scripting the Gracie Fields film for 
20th’s production in England. 








Gaal’s ‘Honeymoon’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Franciska Gaal goes from her role 
in ‘The Buccaneer’ into tests for 
‘Paris Honeymoon,’ which Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr., will produce for 
Paramount. She had intended to 
take a New York vacation. 


for New York stage work, the 
former in ‘Robin’s Landing’ and 
March in ‘The Christian Hero,’ both 
in rehearsal. 





WB PAIR UNDER WIRE 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Director Frank McDonald brought 





in ‘Blondes at Work,’ Bryan Foy 
production at Warners, under the 
|}gun last Friday (22) with Glenda 


| tured. 

Another Foy picture, ‘Highway Pi- 
| rates,” was completed by Breezy 
| Eason with Beverly Roberts and 
Dick Purcell in the top spots. 


No get-together yet because the | 


Ian Keith and Fredric March, both | 
of ‘The Buccaneer,’ left last week | 


+ 
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Present slump in the stock market, 
which continues to hold prices near 
the year’s lowest figure despite ral- 
lies of varying intensity, now is 
viewed in trade circles as forecast- 
ing future decline in earnings of 
film companies, the same as all in- 
dustrial firms. This is expected 
to be followed by customary re- 
trenchment, inevitable once this cir- 
cle of events is set in motion. 

Dip in earnings, while not dis- 
cernible right now, is expected to 


result from developments at the 
November special session of Con- 
gress. Enactment either of mate- 


rially higher taxes or a severe wage- 
and-hour measure, or both, is an- 
ticipated by the picture industry. In 
either case, profits of film companies 
doubtlessly would be reduced. Wall 
Street, with its lower prices, simply 
is discounting expectation of this in 
advance. ' 


In one sense, it is simply that the 
street is betting that nothing bene- 
ficial to stockholders will result 
from the impending Congressional 
session, and is backing its wager 
with short sales or by disposing of 
stocks. 

Belief in the street is that the ad- 
ministration is convineed that fur- 
ther taxation or other methods to 
relieve the tax burden must be 
found in the special session of con- 
gress. Either added taxes or addi- 
tional coin for payrolls, via a dras- 
tic wage-hour law, would trim im- 
mediate earnings of companies. 

While the downward trend is be- 
ing attributed to the fact that Wall 
Street is discounting these unfavor- 
; able factors ahead of actual happen- 
ing, constructive moves towards 
| balancing the budget or inflationary 





| political developments in the next 
two months might well turn the 
trend. 


Winchell, Bernie East, 


Former Nixes More Pix 








Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Walter Winchell leaves for New 
York Thursday (28) with the an- 
nouncement that he will make no 
more pictures owing to the fact 
that film work and columning do 
not agree, 


He resumes his newspaper writ- 
ing Nov, 15 following completion 
of ‘Love and Hisses’ at 20th-Fox. 
Also returns to the radio (Jer- 
gens) Nov, 14. 


Around Nov. 1 Ben Bernie, hav- 
ing completed his second  co- 
starrer with Winchell, leaves for 
his‘ farm near Miami to winter a 
spell in Florida, Is taking the 
Canal route east. 


Music Corp. of America is dick- 
ering several propositions for Ber- 
nie on the radio again, having com- 
pleted a seven-year stretch Oct. 19 
for American Can and Pabst beer. 


Marshall’s Film Bids 


Fort Worth, Oct. 26. 

Everett Marshall, singing star of 
the Frontier Fiesta’s Casa Manana, 
| has left for a second trip to Holly- 
wood in regard to a film contract. 
Marshall refused to sing for a short 
film Metro made at Casa Manana 
this summer, so the studio dubbed 
| Alan Jones in for the song. Billy 
Rose is in the short. 

Marshall is expected to return here 
and stay until his divorce suit is 
} settled in December. 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 





_ Froman Back in Pix 

| Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

One picture deal with RKO brings 

| Jane Froman, radio singer, back to 

| pictures. She draws a featured role 

in ‘Radio City Revels.’ 
Warners debuted her in 


‘Stars 
‘Over Broadway.’ 
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Par’s Philly Settlement, with Ed 


Kuykendall's Aid, 


Points Up Anew 


MPTOA’s Plea for Conciliation Unit 





Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 


Qualified acceptance of the 
Paramount-Philly independents 
peace pact was voted today 
(Tues.) with the provision that 
an armistice week would start 
today, during which as many 
exhibitors as possible would 
see Par salesmen te negotiate 
terms on new contracts. It was 
agreed that none of the exhibs 
would sign up until after re- 
porting back on terms to a 
mass meeting of the UMPTO 
Wednesday (3). Meantime, the 
war board dees not relinquish 
powers of attorney te act for 
all Philly exhibs. After the 
armistice week is over and ex- 
hibs report Wednesday (3) on 
the kind of deals offered 
them by Par, if the latter appear 
satisfactory, these powers of 
attorney will be dropped and 
the theatre owners will be free 
te sign contracts. 


It was indicated at today’s 
meeting that Paramount was 
willing to make peace with 
indies in Minnesota and else- 
where on a basis similar to that 
reached here, P. J. Wood, pres- 
ident of the Independent The- 
atre Owners of Ohio, attend- 
ing as the spectator, was the 
only outside exhib leader pres- 
ent, although others had been 
inyited. 





Protracted strike of Philadelphia 
exhibitors against Pararnount, which 
has been costly to both sides, was 
settled during the past week sub- 
ject to ratification by the United Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of the 
Philly region and, it is believed, will 
be followed by speedy peace terms 
in other sections of the country 
where exhibs have been boycotting 
Par. This belief is strengthened by 
the fact that the Philadelphia exhibs 
are notifying leaders in other sirike 
zones of the action being taken 
there. Expectation is that Lewen 
Pizor and other exhibitor leaders in 
Philadelphia will go so far as to 
urge an end to the hostilities with 
Par all over the country. Mean- 
time, Par is expected to stand ready 
for compromises since the company 
has been anxious for peace for some- 
time. Because of the attacks against 
the company, creating an unpleasant 
condition in exhibitor circles, rather 
than because of the money it may 
have lost in playdates or failure to 


get new contracts, Par is known to 
desire a washup of the war brought 


against it. 

Ed L. Kuykendall, president of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, is known to have regretted 
the action taken by various exhib 
bodies against Par and, together with 
other responsible leaders, is looked 
to for a helping hand jn settling boy- 
cotts in the Minneapolic territory, 
Southern California, New England 
and elsewhere. He went to Pizor 
and others in Philadelphia recently, 
urging that exhibitors there try to 
settle the strike against Par. Meet- 
ings resulting in the settlement Fri- 
day (22) followed his appeal. 


A committee of three Paramount 
executives and a committee of three 
Philadelphia theatre operating lead- 
ers, at the Friday peace parley, ef- 
fected the settlement which yester- 
day (Tues.) was formally presented 
to the UMPTO of Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania for approval. Neil F. Agnew, 
v.p. in charge of distribution; Austin 
C. Keough, v.p. and legal counsel, 
and J. J. Unger, eastern division 
manager, represented Par, while 


boycotting exhibs were represented | 
president of the| 


by Lewen Pizor, 
UMPTO; Charles Segall, chairman} 
of the board, and Abe Sablosky, v.p. 
of the body. 

Provisos 


Going into the Friday (22) meeting | 
and announcing a desire to end the/} 


dispute with Par, after discussiig | 


questions pro and con concerning | 
Par’s product last season and the six | 


pictures which were allegedly un- 
delivered under the contract, it was 
agreed that from now on the ques- 
tion of buying and selling was to be 
one of equity, with no set forrnula 
to be applied for all exhibs in the 
Philly territory. Tenor of the meet- 
ing was said to be that both sides 


~ (Continued on page 54) 
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MARY NOLAN’S $25,000 
LIBEL SUIT DISMISSED 


The $25,000 libel suit brought by 
Mary Nolan (Imogene Wilson), for- 
mer picture star, against the Powell 





Amsterdam News, Negro sheet, was 
dismissed Monday (25) on _ insuffi- 
cient grounds by N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Samuel H. Hofstadter. 
Miss Nolan was allowed 10 days to 
submit an amended complaint. The 
actress claims her rep was damaged 
when the News published a story 
last May in which she was referred 
to as the wife of Dr. Eugene Nelson, 
Hollywood Negro. The latter is mar- 
ried to a former Follies showgirl, 
but not to Miss Nolan. 


TRANS-LUX MAY 
GET MOSS NEW 
49TH & BWAY 


After putting several experienced 
small theatre operators to route and 
outbidding them for the spot on the 
premise that he could operate the 
contemplated theatre as a_ special, 
long-run film house, B..S. Moss, who 
has put around $100,000 in the con- 
struction of the 590-seater at 49th 
street and Broadway, may not open 
the house. Apparently he’s. got 
enough trouble with just the Cri- 
terion. Instead, Trans-Lux may take 
over the spot and move from its 50th 
street, location a block away. 

Moss and Trans-Lux have been 
talking a deal for some time, but 
whether that contemplated theatre, 
now under construction, can take on 
the Trans-Lux system, without al- 
terations, is something to be straight- 
ened out. 

The Trans-Lux theatre at 50th 
street has around four years to go 
on its present lease, 
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| his b.o, appeal, 





¥ | desired effect’ 
Savory Corp., publishers of the N. Y. | $5,000 a week job with Fox on his 


PICTURES 


Arlen Pleads U. §. To 
Charge Off H’wood 
Build-Up Campaign 


Washington, Oct. 26. 

Allowance of $10,379 for taking 
his wife and baby and a nurse to 
Europe should be permitted by the 
U. S. Board of Tax Appeals, Rich- 
ard Arlen, sereen actor, claimed 
Monday (25). Loss of his $2,000 a 
week job with Paramount necessi- 
tated. an expensive junket, the pur- 
pose of which was to show foreign 
audiences, as well as U. S. fans, 
star insisted. Arlen 
in his petition to the 
that the trip ‘had the 
and netted him a 





pointed out 
| Tax Board 


return to U. S. 


Salary troubles of the actor were 
revealed when Arlen reported that 
he had ‘held.a contract with Par 
stipulating a raise to $2,500 weekly 
in August, 1934, Instead, he was 
threatened with a. cut in his income 
which forced him to embark on his 
publicity. campaign with his wife, 
Jobyne Ralston, and their child. 

Claiming. that he had been ‘inter- 
viewed and extensively entertained’ 
abroad, Arlen ruefully added that 
deductions for publicity and ad- 
vertising ($225), and valet and tips 
($499), and other items covered 
‘only ‘a portion of the expense in- 
curred in an endeavor to keep his 
name before the public in enter- 
taining, making personal appear- 
ances, generously tipping at the 
studio, and countless other demands.’ 

Ten thousand dollar bill for the 
trip, which Arlen thinks his Uncle 
Sam should allow, included: 

Traveling expenses, $6,701; tele- 
phone and telegraph (‘keeping in 
contact with agent at home’), $11; 
wardrobe, $668; cleaning and press- 
ng, $163; previews, tickets, etc., $180; 
magazines, $25; makeup, $77; hos- 
pitalization (a spider bite on the 
face while performing at the studio), 
$211; and automobile expenses, 
$1,557. 





Moss contracted to operate the 49th 
street place on a rental basis of 
$35,000 yearly, against around 15% 
or so of the gross. 

On what terms Trans-Lux would 
take over Moss’ unfinished theatre, 
or after completion, is presumed to 
be a matter of negotiation still, al- 
though it may have been decided be- 
tween Moss and Trans-Lux, So far 
it’s not made known. 

There are accounts that if Trans- 
Lux should shed its 50th street spot, 
site may be converted into a res- 
taurant by private interests. 





Kuykendall Tells N. W. Exhibs 
Plenty That's Wrong in the Biz 





Portland, Ore., Oct. 26. 

Double bills are the curse of the 
pic industry. Theatre owners and 
broadcasters should get together to 
face the copyright demands of 
ASCAP., Premium racket and marble 
palaces will never sell ducats in com- 
petition with good product. These 
and other statements were made 
here by Ed Kuykendall, president of 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America. 

‘Buying up product so that the 
other fellow can’t get it has visited 
this curse of double features upon 
the nation’s exhibs,’ says Kuyken- 
dall. No sane exhib can seriously 
convince himself that this two pic 
policy is doing anybody any good. 
It’s just resulted in a lot of quickies 
and B and C pix. The public is 
| shopping around, getting nauseated 
and fed up with quantity, and de- 
serting its faverite amusement spots 
for anywhere that they think there’s 
a better show.’ 
| Kuykendall backed up his argu- 
| ment by mentioning one house in L. 
| A. which screened triple features 
'and gave away sandwiches and ice 
cream. 

‘No other business in the world,’ 
| said he, ‘has taken care of so many 
| dumbbells in spite of themselves as 
the motion picture industry. Exhibs 
get wrangling among themselves and 
wind up in court which is the last 
pay-off of iodiocy. The courts don’t 
understand the picture business, 
with the result that a lot of dirty 
linen is aired and poor decisions are 
made.’ : 

Other Kuykendall: bombshells in- 
cluded: 
|. ‘Local exchange managers are just 





| 








rubber stamps, lacking authority for 
any friendly adjustment of problems 
with exhibs. 

‘Unfair trade practices in which 
one exhib tries to slip fast ones over 
his competitor makes them both a 
pushover for the distribs. 

‘The pic theatre should be the cen- 
tral pivot of community life. It pays 
to put in a high school play at a b. 
9. loss because it sets up the theatre 
as a hub of the ‘community. 

‘Fair percentages are the only an- 
swer to many b. o. problems, but a 
national blanket of a given percen- 
tage on any one pic is utterly unrea- 
sonable. 

‘Cheapening the b. o. value of pic 
stars by their,use on thé radio hurts 
the exhib. Radio ballyhooing of 
song hits sometimes makes them old 
stuff before the basic vehicle gets to 
your town, 

‘One good feature in a modest 
modern house is worth a flock of 
double bills in a marble gold-plated 
palace. 

‘The exhib needs courage and the 
urge to be progressive. Look at the 


railroads. They nearly went out of 
business by standing pat on their 
policies. 

‘Federal regulation will surely 


come unless the industry establishes 
its own code of fair trade practices 
and a higher standard of biz ethics.’ 

Kuykendall received an ovation 
from the Pacific N. W. Theatre Own- 
ers, who came from, distant peints 
to hear these blasts and figured they 
wer great stuff. 
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Boom Dies a-Borning as Money 
Suddenly Becomes Stringent 





KINCEY-WILBY AND PAR 
RENEW FOR 5 YEARS 


New five-year partnership and 

operating deal with H, F. Kincey 
and R. B. Wilby in the south, just 
negotiated, is understood to be along 
lines of the old arrangement with 
the K-W interests which had been 
on. a year-to-year basis due to re- 
ceivership restrictions. Deal for the 
five years is retroactive to July 1, 
when the prior contract ran out, 
" Wilby, who was in New York to 
consummate the new arrangement, 
returned to Atlanta Friday (22). He 
had been in New York on it only 
three days. 

Ralph Le Beau, Kansas City 
vision manager for Paramount, 


di- 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Hopes and plans for a theatre 
building boom in the midwest have 
been suddenly and sharply stymied 
due to the difficulty ‘of borrowing 
money. In recent weeks it has be- 
come almost impossible to obtain ¢ 
loan of any amount, no matter how 


much cash the builder is willing to 
put up himself. 


This difficulty in securing finance 
ing appears to be concentrated on the 
theatre business, since most come 
mercial and mercantile property 
builders are managing to get suffie 
cient coin for business and store 
buildings, 


But when it comes to theatre 


| property, the would-be owners and 


is | 


returning to his post this week after | 


home office confabs during the past 
few days. 


$12,000,000 Par 
Suits Settled 
For $2,150,000 


The $12,000,000 Paramount trustee 
suits begun in 1935 in N. Y. 
supreme court have practically been 
washed up with the recommendation 
of Arthur S. Ballantine, counsel for 


the trustee of Paramount-Publix 
Corp. that $2,150,000 be accepted in 
settlement. The recommendation 
was made last week and Federal 
Judge Alpert C, Knox set Nov. 3 as 
the date for arguments for and 
against the proposed windup of the 
old Par Corp. 

The two actions were brought by 
Charles D. Hilles, as trustee, against 
Frank A. Bailey and 18 other direc- 
tors and officers to account for stock 
manipulation in 1931-1932. It was al- 
leged that the defendants resold Par- 
Publix ‘common stock at $75 to $80 
(after purchasing it at $55) back to 
the corporation, 

A second action was. directed 
against Jules E. Brulatour and other 
officers and directors of par on al- 
legation that officials illegally sold 








builders admit they are up against 
it. Last week a theatre man came 
through with an offer to put up 
$30,000 in cash for the building in 
addition to equipping a new theae- 
tre to the tune of $35,000; yet de, 
spite this $65,000 investment couldn’t 
raise the additional coin necessary 
for a planned $150,000 theatre. 
Money men don’t even come back 
with an offer of less coin; the’ 
simply shake their heads and stat 
that they’re not interested in putiin 
up any money for theatres, Esp 
cially is this the case where thease 
tres are planned without storeé, 
Those financial men who'll put u 
some coin for theatre building ar 
unanimously insisting that the b 
of the street frontage be used 
store and shops, 


ALLIED INN. W. 
CAMPAIGN VS. 
PARAMOUNT 


Minneapolis, Oct. 26, 
Abram F, Myers, national Allied 
States’ general. counsel, is in Mins 
neapolis for a conference with Judge 
J. P. Devaney and L, B.: Schwartz, 








‘attorneys for Northwest Allied and 


independent ‘exhibitor playdate 
strikers, defendants in the Parae 


= under an _ employees’ benefit | mount injunction suit, relative to the 
plan las th, et 
Under the proposed settlement form that an individual: exhibitor’s 


test case against Paramount to come 
pel delivery of one of the disputed 
pictures shall take; 


While here, Myers also will discuss 
| the defense to be employed in the 
suit brought by Paramount, the _ 
nesota Amus. Co, (Publix), et al, 


which: has practically been okayed 
by Judge Knox, the payment of 
$2,150,000 will be split up by the pay- 
ment of $1,302,590 by the various de- 
fendants in the two actions, except! 
Adolph and Eugene Zukor, Sam | 
Katz, Brulatour and Jesse L. Lasky. 
The Zukors under the arrangement}... 
will pay $45,000 in cash to Furh-| Giverementat’ Wer “Sak Gave theatre 
mount and $405,000 in notes bearing | | elared whennetiianel Myers, Tien 
interest, at 2% maturing over a | vaney and Schwartz, along with sev- 
period <2 ey a Jan-| eral North Dakota lawyers, will as- 
uary, ‘ atz will donate 
$250,000 in credit notes against ee | sist the sage nama? te A aaa 
curities issuable to him in accord-|;° es ——— 
ance with terms of reorganization| It is expected that the federal cir- 





plan. Under ‘similar credit plan,} cuit court of appeals will set a date 
$35,000 in cash will be allowed, this week for hearing of the appeal 
Lasky, while Brulatour will pay taken by Northwest Allied States 


and the other defendants from 





notes totalling $112,500 and bear- 
ing 5% interest from 1932. 

At the conclusion of the Novem- 
ber hearings attorneys will! file stipu- 
lations calling off the sults 
state court. Defendants 
these actions are: 


named in 


in the | ~ : 
| pictures and other interference with 





Frank A. Bailey, | 


Federal Judge G. H. Nordbye’s de- 
cision granting Par. a temporary im- 
junction to prohibit picketing of its 
exchange and theatres playing its 


its business. Devaney and Schwartz 
will argue the case before the court 


| of appeals, 


} 


Jules Brulatour, Daniel Frohmen, | 
John D. Hertz, Felix Kahn, Gilbert 
W. Kahn latter two Kuhn. Loeb! 
& Co., Sam Katz, Austin C. Keough, | 
Ralph A. Kohn, Jesse L. Lasky, Sir 
William Wiseman, . Adolph and 


Eugene J. Zukor, Donald S. Stralem 
Guaranty Trust Co. of New York, 
Raynore Ludvigh, at latter two as 
executors for the estate of the late 


Elek John lLudvigh. Harold B. 
Franklin, John Cecil Graham. Al 
bert A. Kaufman, Maurice A. We:th- 
heim, Herman Wobber, and the late 
Felix M. Warburg. 

The law firm of Root, Clark, 


Buckner & Ballentine also submitted 
its bid for $215,000 for services. 
have already received $51!0.000. 
Hilles, as trustee, Who had. gotten’ 
$112,433 in the past, wants additional 
$7,500.” 


| man. 
| partner, 


They | 





Geiting away for Minneapolis after 
rsumerous delays, Y. Frank Freeman, 
Fai’s v.p. over theatre operations, 
left Sunday (24) by plane for the 
northwest to inspect the territory 
locally and confer on current prob- 
lems with John J. Friedl and L. J. 
Ludwig in charge for Par. Ludwig, 
who was in New York last week, 
went back to Minneapolis on Friday 
(22) by train, in advance of Free- 
A few weeks ago his operating 
Friedl, was in N. Y. on 
product deals. 

The Minnesota Amusement chain 
of around 100 houses is one of the 
largest units in Par that’s directly 
owned, not jheing under a partner- 
‘ ship. 
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Holdovers and Weather Holding 
Chi Grosses Down; ‘Heidi’ Strong 


$15,000, ‘Vogues 216, ‘Zenda’ 296 2d 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Business isn’t strong downtown 
currently, mainly because of a flock 
of holdover flickers in addition to a 
new lineup which doesn’t evidence 
any real boxoffice excitement. 
Though alibis are still just alibis, 
the weather around town hasn’t been 
conducive to b.o. recently. Has been 
rainy, cloudy, muggy and chilly, the 
kind of weather that makes people 
run home as quickly as possible to 
hug the radiator and radio. 

Best general pace of the current 
session goes to ‘Heidi’ at the Roose- 
velt. Onened slowly in midweek 
due to the raw weather, but with 
the weekend and the upturn of 
family trade, the flicker turned on 
the heat and heads for a fine gallop. 
*“Vogues’ rates as runner-up at the 
Oriental, although the tardiness of 
the release of the picture in this 
town seems to have hindered the 
take somewhat. 

‘Zenda’ is a holdover at the Chi- 
cago after a good, but not sensa- 
tional, week previously. House is 
ready to hold pictures over these 
days on almost any pretext due to 
the Oriental’s eating up of film pre- 
viously handed to the Chicago. 

Garrick has a new one in ‘Lancer 
Spy,’ a rare thing for this house, 
which has been practically the ex- 
tended-run spot of the loop. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
-“‘Life Begins’ (20th). In here fol- 
lowing great week at the Oriental; 


_heads for fine $7,000 currently. Last 


week ‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) 
turned in good $5,100. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
*Zenda’ (UA) and stage show (2d 
week). Coming through with a $29,- 
000 this week, which is all right for a 
second gallop. Last week’s $39,000 
represents a solid profit. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
~—‘Lancer Spy’ (20th). First run for 
this one and looks good with $5,000 
in the offing for the action flicker. 
Last week ‘High, Wide’ (Par) did a 
$6100" to the doleful tune of meagre 

4,100. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—Vogues’ (UA) and vaude. Good 
flicker on excellent comments, though 
release seems to have been held up 
to the detriment of the b.o. here. 
Indicates around $21,000, a disap- 
pointing take, but the house is still 
running on the profit side under its 
new policy. Last week ‘Sing About’ 
(GN) did fair enough at $23,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Fight for Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel’ unit on stage. Not get- 
ting anywhere particularly and will 
have to be satisfied with $17,000, a 
medium take. Last week ‘Saturday’s 
Heroes’ (RKO) had Waring’s orches- 
tra on stage to aid to fair $19,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
Top coin pace 
of the loop and heads for strong $15,- 
000 after a weak getaway. Last 
week ‘Madame X’ (MG) didn’t get 
started and out after one sad week 
at $8,700. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700: 25-35- 
55)—‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col) and 
vaude. Lottie Mayer’s diving ballet 
on stage aiding the b.o. and general 
take good currently with $14,000. 
Last week ‘Moto’ (20th) all right, 
too, with $14.300. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-45-55-75) — ‘Broadway Melody’ 
Goes out on Wednesday (27) 
to make room for ‘Bride Wore Red’ 
(MG). Just fairish at $9,000. 


SEATTLE SPOTTY AGAIN; 
‘COLLEGE’ 116, ‘HIGH’ 76 


Seattle, Oct. 26. 

‘Zola’ continues the surprise pix 
of the month, with ‘Dead End’ hang- 
ing on for third oke week. Former 
gets moveover from B. M. to M. B., 
after original moveover from Fifth 
to B. M. So that’s hitting the dif- 
ferent marquees; three different 
houses in as manv weeks. Latter is 
doing nice biz at Jensen-von Her- 
beg’s Liberty. ‘Bride Wore Red’ dis- 
appointed and didn’t hold up to 
promise of opening. diving to slow 
$6,000 at Fifth. B. M. reverts to 27c. 
Policy. 

Roosevelt also reverts to lower 
prices after flopping on moveover of 








-‘Something to Sing About,’ which 


went to town week before at Ster- 
ling’s Palomar. , 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900: 27)—‘Music for Madame’ 
(KKO) and ‘Revorted Missing’ (U), 
dual, mild $2,000. Last week ‘Emile 
Zola’ (WB} and Disney's ‘Award Re- 
vue’ (UA), dual, 2d week, nice $4,- 

Big. (At 32-37-42). 

Coliseum (Homrick - Evercreen) 
(1.900; 21-22)—‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) and ‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
(20th), dual, sood $3.300. Last week 
‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) and 
‘Between Two Women’ (MGM), dual, 
$3.600, good. 

Colenial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)— 








7 
‘Yodeling Kid from Pine Ridge’ 


(Rep) and ‘Hideway’ (RKO), dual, 
big $2,500. Last week ‘I Cover the 
War’ (U) and ‘Redlights Ahead’ 
(Chester), dual, $2,200, okay. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrijck-Ever- 
green) (2,400; 32-37-42)—‘High, Wide 
and Handsome’ (Par) and ‘She 
Asked for It’ (Par), dual, fair $7,200. 
Last week ‘Bride Wore Red’ (MGM) 
Pony ‘Hot Weather’ (20th), dual, $7,- 
800. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) 3rd week. Remark- 
able $5,800. Last week, same film, 
$7,900, great. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
and ‘Disney’s Revue’ (UA), dual, 
moved from B. M., third week, ex- 
cellent $3,000. Last week ‘100 Men 
and Girl’ (U) and ‘My Dear Miss 
Aldrich’ (MGM), dual, $3,100, good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42)—‘Big City’ (MGM) 
and ‘Sophie Lang Goes West’ (Par), 
dual, big $7,500. Last week ‘Borneo’ 
(20th) and ‘Saturday’s Heroes’ 
(RKO), dual, only moderate $5,200. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37)—‘Love Takes Flight’ (GN) and 
stage, Ted Mack and revue, great 
$5,000. Last week ‘Wine, Women and 
Horses’ (WB) and vaude, with Hil- 
ton Sisters held over for 2d week, 


nice $3,400. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—‘Life Begins in 


College’ (20th) and ‘Flight from 
Glory’ (RKO) in for ten days, very 
okay $11,000. Last week ‘Wife, Doc- 
tor and Nurse’ (20th) and ‘40 
Naughty Girls’ (RKO) held only 
fiv: days, fair at $3,400. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and ‘Fly 
Away Baby’ (WB), dual, $2,700. Last 
week ‘Something to Sing About’ 
(GN), three days, floppo at $1,000. 
Played at 21-27-37, which didn’t click 
at this house; also single bill too rad- 
ical here, where regs always find 
duals; pulled and ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
(Col) and ‘It’s All Yours’ (UA), four 
days, for week’s total $2,300, mild. 


‘Stage Door’ 126 Strong 
For L’ville; Others N.S.G. 


Louisville, Oct. 26. 

Big gravy currently will go to the 
Rialto, where ‘Stage Door’ looks set 
to follow last week’s profitable biz 
with a take plenty voluminous. Com- 
prehensive and smart exploitation, 
plus word-of-mouth publicity, all 
spell a big $12,000 take. 

Runner-up appears to be ‘Some- 
thing to Sing About’ at the Strand, 
where a good $5,000 is in prospect. 
Other houses in the downtown sec- 
tor doing plenty of horizontal head- 
shaking, and not expecting much in 
view of competish from ‘Stage Door.’ 

Fall race meet at Churchill Downs 
opened Saturday (23), with weather 
bad, and attendance light. Not much 
opposish to downtown film houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth-Ave.-Loew’s)—(1,- 
500; 15-25-40)—‘Double Wedding’ 
(MG) on dual with ‘Counsel for 
Crime’ (Col). Looks set for bright 
$3,400, after highly profitable seven- 
day stanza at Loew’s State. Last 
week, ‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and 
‘Miss Aldrich’ (MG), dual, tallied 
fair $2,400. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘You Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) 
and ‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB), dual, 
split with ‘Missing Girls’ (Chester- 
field) and ‘Toast of New York’ 
(RKO), dual, on the way to okay 
$2,600. Last week, ‘Confession’ (WB) 
and ‘Talent Scout’ (WB), split with 
‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB) and 
‘Road Back’ (U), copped average $2,- 
300. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-30-40)— 
‘Live, Love and Learn’ (MG) and 
‘Madame X’ (MG), dual. No par- 
ticular b. o. strength evidenced by 
this pair, and opposish a little too 
potent. May corral fair $5,400, ev- 
erything considered. Last week, 
‘Double Wedding’ (MG) and ‘Coun- 
sel for Crime’ (Col), dualled, after 
smash week-end biz, held up well to 
cop big $13,000. ; 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) — ‘They Won't Forget’ 
(WB). Received good notices, but 
b.c. pull negligible. May tilt $3,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Back in Circulation’ 
(WB), lacked what it takes, and had 
to be satisfied with so-so $2.500. 

National (Jewell) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Ecstasy’ (Eureka) and ‘Silent Bar- 
riers’ (GB), held over for second 
week, still doing nicely and should 
garner fair $2,500 and mebbe more, 
okay, after big $5,000 on initial seven 
days 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15) — ‘Girl 
From Paris’ (RKO) on double bill 
with ‘Jailbreak’ (WB), split with 
‘Along Came Love’ (Par) and ‘Road 
Gang’ (WB), dual, barely average at 
$1,200. Last week ‘Ship Cafe’ (Par) 
dualled with ‘Plainsman’ (Par), split 
with ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par) and ‘To 








BROOKLYN BIZ UP 


‘Goed Earth’ Socko $18,000 at Met— 
‘Horizon’ Smash 25G 








Brooklyn, Oct. 26. 

Excellent assortment of flickers on 
majority of downtown deluxer 
screens with Loew's Metropolitan 
and Fabian Paramount reported do- 
ing top biz, former showing ‘Good 
Earth,” latter, ‘Lost Horizon.’ Week- 
— weather shooed ’em into thea- 
res, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — ‘Wife, 
Nurse and Doctor’ (20th) and ‘Fit 
for a King’ will do okay $14,000. Last 
week ‘Life of the Party’ (RKO) and 
‘Charlie Chan on Broadway’ (20th) 
got nice $14,500. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Back in 
Circulation’ (WB) and ‘Escape by 
Night’ (Rep). Satisfactory $14,000 
for this pair. Last week ‘Something 
to Sing About’ (GN) and ‘Sea Racke- 
teers’ (Rep) got good $14,009. 

Met. (2,400; 25-35-55 )—‘Good Earth’ 
(MG) got off to excellent start with 
first rate $18,000. Last week ‘Prisoner 
of Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Man in Blue’ 
(Col) received good $16,000. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Over. the Goal’ 
(WB). Dualers figured for smash 
$25,000. Last week ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) and ‘Love Is On 
the Air’ (WB) got okay $17,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Counsel 
for Crime’ (Col) and ‘Thanks for 
Listening’ dualers due for satisfac- 
tory $5,500. Last week ‘Pariners in 
Crime’ (Par) and ‘Love Takes Flight’ 
(GN) got okay $5,000. 


WARING SWINGS 
CTY 10 36 
IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 26. 

Snappy fall weather making for 
snappier grosses. 

For a change, both vaudfilmers 
have topnotch attractions at same 
time and result is hefty activity at 
Michigan and Fox boxoffices. Former 
has ‘Big City,’ plus Fred Waring 
band on stage, while Fox harbors 
pop-showing of ‘Lost Horizon,’ with 
Eddie Peabody topping vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Borneo’ (20th) plus ‘Chan on 
Broadway’ (20th), dual. Normal 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) 
(3d week) plus ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) 
pulled in good $5,400. 

Fox (Indie). (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and Eddie Peabody 
topping vaude. Planned for two- 
week run at pop prices, and first 
session big, $30,000. Last week poor 
$16,500 on ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) and 
Buddy Rogers on stage. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65) — ‘Zenda’ (UA) (3d week). 
Sticking on for good $6,000, follow- 
ing sessions of $7,000 and $13,000. 
Figures to pull this week. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65) — ‘Big City’ (MG) and 
Fred Waring band on stage. Combo 
good for bumper $35,000. Last week 
under $27,000, nice, for ‘High, Wide, 
Handsome’ (Par) and Ina Ray Hut- 


ton band. 
(United Detroit) 








Palms - State 
(3,000; 25-40) — ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) (2nd run) plus 
‘She’s No Lady’ (Par), dual. Former 
opus moved here from Michigan, and 
looks like nice $8,700. Last session 
about $9,000, fine, on “That Certain 
Woman’ (WB) (2d week) and ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond’ (Par). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65) — ‘Live, Love and 
Learn’ (MG). Off okay and figures 
for nice $11,500. May hold. ‘Madame 
xX’ — a washout at $5,300 last 
week, 





Mary, With Love’ (20th), dual, 
romped home with fine $1,500. 

Rialto (Foudth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Stage Door’ (RKO). Heavy 
plugging by national ads, intensive 
exploitation, and resultant word-of- 
mouth publicity combining to pull 
bulk of the biz to this house. Favor- 
able setup is pointing way to a smash 
$12,000. Last week ‘Heidi’ (20th), 
socked home a hefty $12,500, and had 
the house bulging with juve and 
femm? trade. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
30-40)—‘Something to Sing About’ 
(GN) and ’Love Takes Flight’ (GN), 
dual. Off to a fine week-end start, 
and helped by distribution of thou- 
sands of racing tip folders, which 
advertised pic at opening of 
Churchill Downs fall race meet. 
Should cop fine $5,000. Last week, 
‘Musit for Madame’ (RKO) and ‘40 
Naughty Girls’ (RKO), dual, on 
four-day showing, reaped fair $2,500. 


TRENDLE’S COAST 0.0. 
Detroit, Oct. 26. 
George W. Trendle, prez of United 
Detroit theatre chain (Par), off for 
several weeks’ sojourn on West 
Coast, 
Will combine vacash with 0.0. of 








forthcoming product. 


Alibi Week on Broadway (Wall St, ; 
Football, Ftc.); “Ali Baba’ $54,000, 
Firm; ‘Wedding’ 306, ‘X’ 76, Blah 





Eddie Cantor came to town in ‘Ali 
Baba’ this week, as did ‘Double Wed- 
ding,’ ‘Great Garrick,’ ‘Music for 
Madame,’ ‘Madame X,’ ‘Westland 
Case’ and ‘Bulldog Drummond at 
Bay.’ but outside of a $54,000 first 
week for ‘Ali’ the record shows noth- 
ing of moment. Cantor picture, while 
good, is far from sensational, how- 
ever, for the Roxy, which did better 
with ‘Life Begins at College,’ its 
predecessor, “Thin Ice’ and other re- 
cent pictures. 

It’s either the lack of draught of 
attractions or it’s Wall street indi- 
gestion and unrest, football games, 
the final week of racing around New 
York, the radio with its fall pro- 
grams or something else. Weather 
over the week-end couldn’t be 
blamed, although Friday night’s rain 
was no help. 

With ‘Ali Baba’ not going out to 
threaten recent record grosses at the 
Roxy, comparatively stronger is 
‘Stage Door,’ on its third lap at the 
Music Hall, where pointing for $85,- 
000. Holding well, also, against the 
new pictures, Cantor and ‘Prisoner 
of Zenda,’ on second run at the 
State, is ‘Souls.at Sea.’ This, to- 
gether with the Benny Meroff band 
and Jane Froman, is pretty sturdy 
at $35,000 on its second week at the 
Par and goes a third. 

Capitol may ton a fairly good $30,- 
000 with ‘Double Wedding,’ being 
second best among the new films, 
while ‘Music for Madame’ suggests 
a fair $9,000 for the Criterion. ‘West- 
land Case’ is hoping for an okay $7,- 
500 at the Rialto and in the rear are 
‘Madame X’ at only around $7,000 
for the Globe, plus ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond,’ which was pulled last night 
at 7 p. m. after 3% days at the Cen- 
tral. ‘Drummond’ got only $1.900 on 
the 3% days. ‘Criminals in the Air’ 
replacing. ‘Madame X’ was at one 
time dated for the Capitol, then 
pulled off the schedule. 

‘Great Garrick’ was brought into 

the Rivoli Saturday (23) ahead of 
time, having been originally dated to 
open today (Wed.), but is also get- 
ting nowhere. The best it appears 
it will be able to garner is $16,000 
or thereabouts. Being fortunate 
enough to get $24,000 last week on 
its first, ‘Aleatraz Island’ on the 
holdover went away off to around 
$14,000 at the Strand. It is replaced 
today (Wed.) by ‘Perfect Specimen.’ 
‘Zola’ remains at the Hollywood, 
where now reported doing under 
$14,000, but okay, while ‘Firefly’ 
limns to the finish of its run shortly 
at between $5,000 and $6,000. Last 
week (7th), it did $5,600. Picture 
will be replaced Nov. 9 by ‘Hurri- 
cane,’ but will probably close a few 
days or a week ahead of this one’s 
opening. 
State looks around $28,000 with 
‘Zenda’ and Jimmy Savo, good but 
not what it might be expected this 
picture would draw after showing 
powerful grossing ability at the 
Music Hall first run. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Firefly’ (MG) (8th week). Still 
hanging around though ‘Hurricane’ 
(UA) has been promised house for 
Nov. 9. Last week (7th), $5,600, low. 
Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Double Wedding’ (MG). Powell- 
Loy names credited with bringing 
pretty good $30,000 into house but no 
one cheering. Last week, ‘Bride 
Wore Red’ (MG), under $20,000, dis- 
appointing. 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99 )—‘Bulldog Drummond at Bay’ 
(Rep). Jerked last night at 7 p. m. 
after 3% days at only $1,900, bad, 
with ‘Criminals of Air’ (Col) replac- 
ing. ‘Dangerously Yours’ (20th) 
last week fell off to unfortunate 
$4,900. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Music 
for Madame’ (RKO), Martini starrer 
better than some pictures here, 
around $9,000, fair. Predecessor, 
‘Over the Goal’ (WB), plus ‘Nation 
Aflame’ (Treas.), featurette, under 


$6.000. 
Globe (1,274; 25-40-65) — ‘Ma- 
dame X’ (MG). Tear-jerker 


arousing no action here, in vicinity 
of $7,000, mild. ‘Girl Who Said 
No’ (GN), in ahead, only around 
$4,000, a bitter disappointment. 
Hollywood (1,454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—Zola’ (WB) (11th week). 
Starting to tire a little but still okay, 
under $14,000 last week (10th). Prob- 
ably can’t stick until Christmas, as 
hoped. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Back in 
Circulation’ (WB) (2d run), and 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) (2d 
run), dualed. Pair not strong but 
satisfactory $9,000 or bit over. Last 
week $10,100 went into the box office 
for ‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) (2d run) 
and ‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO) (lst 
run). 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Souls at Sea’ and Benny Meroff 
band, plus Jane Froman. Showing 
a handsome profit at $43,500 last 
week (ist) and maybe $35,000 on 
second, which enables show to go a 





third, but somewhat under expecta- 





tions. ‘Angel’ (Par) and the Tommy 
Dorsey band open Wednesday (3). 

Radio City Music Hali (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—Stage Door’ (RKO) 
and stage show (3d-final week). Ex- 
hibiting strongest draught this the- 
atre has had so far this season, look- 
ing very fine $85,000 this week (3d). 
Second was $96,000, the first $113,- 
000. ‘Victoria the Great’ (RKO) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs. ). 

Rialte (750; 25-40-55)—Westland 
Case’ (U). Doing okay, probably 
around $7,500. Last week, ‘Fit for 
a King’ (RKO) only $5,200, poorest 
this year for house. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Great Garrick’ (WB). Rushed in 
Saturday (23) after ‘Wife. Dr. and 
Nurse’ (20th) began to weaken badly 
but conditions still not rosy. If 
‘Garrick’ tops a mediocre $16,000 it 
will be a surprise. Second week of 
‘Wife’ dipped to under $12,000, poor. 

Roxv (5,836; 25-45-55-75 )—Ali 
Baba Goes to Town’ (20th) and stage 
show. At $54,000, holding over, the 
Eddie Cantor musical is doing a fine 
business but not as strong as other 
recent pictures here. Last week (2d) 
for ‘Life Begins at College’ (20th) 
hit a good $43,000 after a first seven 
days of $62,000. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Alcatraz’ 
(WB) (2d-final week). Held up well 
initial seven days to knock out $24,- 
000 but off on the holdover to only 
around $14,000 and out last night 
(Tues.). ‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) 
opens this morning (Wed.). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Zenda’ 
(UA) (2d run) and vaude headed by 
Jimmy Savo. More than $28,000 may 
have been expected after what 
‘Zenda’ showed at the Music Hall Ist 
run, plus advantage of Savo in per- 
son here; but it’s good. Last week 
house hit around $21,000 with ‘Dou- 
ble or Nothing’ (Par) (2d run) and 
Joe Lewis as stage headliner, 


Block and Sully Aid 
‘Vogues’ to 206, Pitts.; 
‘ola’ Nice at 176 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

Looked at beginning of week like 
recent stock tumbles and other dis- 
turbing factors had at last hit the 
movie tills. Turned out, however, 
that it was just the weather because 
with end of two-day hard rain, biz 
shot back into high again and knock- 
ing off a steadily brisk pace. 

Zola’ doing nively at Penn only 
two months after roadshow engage- 
ment at Nixon, but isn’t likely to get 
enough to earn flicker a h. o. at 
Warner while combo of ‘Vogues’ and 
Johnny Perkins-Block and Sully on 
stage is meaty stuff for Stanley and 
heading for a nifty figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Life Begins at College’ (20th). Sec- 
ond week will get about half of 
opening stanza’s gross but there 
won't be any complaints with a $7,- 
000 take. Got around $15,000 first 
session. House gets ‘Something to 
Sing About’ (GN) Thursday, with 
‘Heidi’ (20th) following. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750: 25-40) 
—It’s All Yours’ (Col). Surprise 
click and management was figuring 
on holding for second week up un- 
til last minute. However, 500, 
while all right, wasn’t deemed quite 
strong enough to get a second week 
and goes out tomorrow for ‘Wild and 
Woolly’ (20th). Last week, ‘Sheik 
Steps Out’ (Rep) in the dumps de- 
spite $500 cash Lucky Herald give- 
away, finishing with indifferent 
$3,650. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Life of Zola’ (WB). Doing sen- 
sationally all over territory, but not 
quite that here and reason is prob- 
ably date’s too soon after roadshow 
engagement at Nixon, less than two 
months ago. Will get pretty close 
to. $17,000, a crack gross. Last week, 
‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG), a three-day 
picture. Mopped up during that 
period but fell off to nothing down 
home stretch and breasted the tape 
at $15,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
“Vogues’ (UA) and stage show with 
Johnny Perkins and Block and Sully. 
Rain killed opening but came back 
strongly on Saturday (23) to knock 
off around six grand on that day 
alone. Should have no trouble get- 
ting $20,000 and might have bet- 
tered that but can’t get any turn- 
over due to length of feature. Last 
week, ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and Phil 
Spitalny’s orch near $22,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40 )—‘Mar- 
riage Before Breakfast’ (MG) and 
‘Sophie Lang Goes West’ (Par). Do- 
ing considerably better than recent 
duals here and should do a good $4,- 
200 in six days, abbreviated run due 
to house’s desire to get back to 
Thursday opening. Last week, ‘Pris- 
oner of Zenda’ (UA) brought here 
after crack session at Penn and had 
plenty of stuff left, getting great 
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‘Breakfast- Spy’ $21,000 Top Boston; 
_ ‘Heidi Yacht Club Boys 206, Bride’ 326 


+ 


Boston, Oct. 26. 

‘Bride Wore Red,” ‘Heidi’ and the 
dual bill of ‘Lancer Spy’ and ‘Break- 
fast for Two’ are all toppers this 
week, splitting the coin around town, 
but ‘Heidi,’ with Yacht Club Boys, 
isn't so hot. 

Rainy matinee Saturday crammed 
film houses for extra takes. Pro 
fooiball is not the serious Sunday 
maiinee menace it was last year, 
with two teams playing alternate 
Sundays here. Only one team plays 
here now, and this one has been 
getting slim gates. 

Estimates fer This Week 


Bosten (RKO) (3,000: 35-55-75)— 
‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col) and stage 
sh>w starring Jack LaRue and Vince 
Bernett, fair $18,000. Last week, ‘Fit 
fo> a King’ (RKO) and Ann Corio 
on stage, satisfactory $20,000. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50'—‘Life Begins in College’ (20th) 
and ‘Sophie Lang Goes West’ (Par), 
dual, socko opening week demanded 
holdover. Second week good $6,500. 
First frame big $9,400. 

Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40)— 
‘Trapped by G-Men’ (Col) and ‘Life 
Bezinms with Love’ (Col), dual, fair 
$5,900. Last week way off, $3,500 
for ‘Wallaby Islands’ (GN) and 
‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ (Mono), double. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) 
and ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th), dual, big 
$21,000. Last week, second stanza 
for ‘100 Men and a Girl’ with ‘Idol 
of Crowds’ (U), good $12,700. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Heidi’ (29th) and Yacht Club 
Bays on stage very good, but gross 
isn’t $20,000. Last week smash $32,600 
for ‘Zola’ (WB) and Duke Ellington 
on stage. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900;-25-35-40- 
50'—‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and 
‘Miss Aldrich’ (MG), dual, very good 
$17,000. Last week ‘Big City’ «MG) 
and ‘Women Men Marry’ (MG), 
double, second week (6 days), $11,- 
500. 

Parameunt (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—Life Begins in College’ (20th) 
and ‘Sophie Lang Goes West’ (Par), 
dual, held over. Second week $8,500. 
First frame very big $12,800. 

Seollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
~— Double or Nothing’ (Par) (3d run) 
and ‘They Won’t Forget’ (WB) (2d 
run), dual, good $8,000. Last week 
$7,500 for ‘Varsity Show’.(WB) and 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th), both 2d run. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50 }>— 
*Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and ‘Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG), nice $15,000. Last 
week ‘Big City’ (MG) and ‘Women 
Men Marry’ (MG), double, okay 
$7,500 for six days. ; : 


Bowes’ Ams. Skyrocket 
‘Thunder’ 66, Portland; 
‘Dead End’ Nifty 76 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 26. 
‘Dead End’ is getting the raves and 
the biz at the Broadway, easily good 
for a sugar-coated 14 days at that 
house. ‘Double Wedding’ is mopping 
up in its second week at Parker’s 
UA. Single shot without a com- 
panion pic, ‘Double Wedding,’ topped 

the burg’s grosses in its first week. 

Estimates for inis Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
— ‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Over the 
Goal’ (FN) answering to exploita- 
tion for great returns of $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA) and 
‘The Man Who Cried Wolf’ (U) 
closed a big ten days with $7,600. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 30-55)—‘Thunder Trail’ (Par) 
with Major Bowes vaude unit get- 
ting top billing and tripling normal 
biz up to big $6,000. Last week, 
‘Borneo’ (20th) and ‘It Happened in 
Hollywood’ (Col) only fair $2,000. 








Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-55)—‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) and ‘Hot Water’ 


(20th) better than average in this 
house for strong $6,000. Last week. 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ (20th) and 


‘It’s All Yours’ (Col) good enough 
second week at $4,000. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3,000; 30-55)—‘Life Begins at Col- 
lege’ (20th) and ‘Sophie Lang Goes 
West’ (Par) very good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Life of Emile Zola’ (WB) and 
*Wild and Woolly’ (20th) held up to 
a strong finish for good $5,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
55)—Double Wedding’ (MG) run- 
ning up a great second week with- 
out companion pic, big $5,500. First 
week broke all recent b. o. records 
for terrific $8,300. 





Pair Up fer ‘Milliens’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Radio has set Sally Eilers and 
Preston Foster to co-star in ‘Easy 
Millions, to be made from _ the 
George Beck story. 

Christy Cabanne will direct and 
William Sistrom draws the producer 
assignment. 








‘Door’ Slim $15,000 At 
Buff; ‘100 Men’ Nice 126 


b Buffalo, Oct. 26. 
Mixed grosses seem to be the order 
of the week. Bad weather break 
over the weekend held takings down 
but ‘100 Men’ at the Lafayette did 
nicely. 

Recent rise in gross levels at Cen- 
tury is outstanding factor of local 
picture with takings sticking around 
$10,000 and better for last 
weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 35-40-60)— 
‘Stage Door’ (RKO). Drew enthusi- 
astic notices but wicketed in only 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Double Wed- 
ding’ (MG) dropped away from 
smart start but came in with good 


Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and ‘Mr. 
Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB). Another 
bumper at $10,000. Last week, ‘Life 
of the Party’ (RKO) and ‘Behind 
the Headlines’ (RKO) swell $10,100. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 35-50) 
—‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par). 
Better than okay at $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Zola’ (WB), very neat at 
$12,400. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 30-50)—‘Live, 
Love and Learn’ (MG). Off at $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘Life Begins at Col- | 
lege’ (20th), drew nicely and came | 
in with excellent $9,200. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U) top takings 
of $12,000. Last week, ‘Sheik Steps 
Out’ (Rep) and ‘Born Reckless’ 
(20th), poor $6,000. 


HEIDI; $1350 
SOCK, DENVER 


Denver, Oct. 26. 

Strong holdouts are giving Shir- 
ley Temple’s ‘Heidi’ the best money 
in Denver. Plenty of juvenile trade 
at the mats has done plenty to hypo 
the take, with evening biz swell also. 
Consequently it will be moved from 
the Denver to the Aladdin for con- 
tinued run, 

‘Bride Wore Red’ piays to repeated 
holdouts for strong gross. ‘Wife, Doc- 


tor and Nurse’ goes to the Broadway 
after strong week at the Aladdin. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse, (20th). After 
a week at the Denver, $3,000. Last 
week ‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U) was 
fine at $4,500 and was moved back 
downtown to the Broadway. The 
film had played the Denver also. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U), following 
a week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din. Nice $3,500. Last week ‘Stella 
Dallas’ (UA) was good at $3,500, fol- 
lowing a week at each the Denver 
and Aladdin. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—Druromond Comes Back’ (Par) 
and stage show, $6,000. Last week 
‘This Way Please’ (Par) was okay at 
$5,750. 


Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Heidi’ (20th), and stage band. Socko 
$13,500, Last week ‘Wife, Doctor 
and Nurse’ (20th) was fine at $11,000, 
with standouts two evenings. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘The Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and 
‘Big Shot’ (RKO). Nifty $11,000. 
Last week = Door’ (RKO), 2d 
week, and ‘Flight from Glory’ 
(RKO) were good at $7,500. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th), and ‘It 
Happened in Hollywood’ (Col). Av- 
erage $4,000. Last week ‘Mr. Dodd 
Takes the Air’ (FN) and ‘Footloose 
Heiress’ (WB) were fine at $4,500. 














Carey's Recovery Act 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Harry Carey, the Bronx buckaroo, 
who lost $300,000 when a dam broke 
and washed out a dudery, Navajo 
camp and trading post he had built 
outside of Saugus 10 years ago, now 
feels the country is on the upturn, 
especially as there is no likelihood 
of the City of Los Angeles rebuild- 
ing the dam. 

He’s called in architects for esti- 
mates on a new trading post. He 
doesn’t need a dam. He has a water 
hole, and after a 20-year fight with 
the public utilities he’s now sup- 
planting kerosene lamps with elec- 





tric lights. 





three | 








(Subject te Change) 
Week eof Oct. 28 

Astor — ‘Firefly’ (MG) 
wk). 

Capitel — ‘Double Wedding’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 

Central — ‘Criminals 
Air’ (Col) (26). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 18) 

Criterion — ‘West of Shang- 
hai’ (WB) (29). 

Globe — ‘Atlantic Flight’ 
(Mono) (30). 

(Reviewed im Variety Sept. 22) 

Hollyweed — ‘Emile Zola’ 
(WB) (12th wk). 

Musie Hall — ‘Victoria 
Great’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Vamrery Aug. 25) 

Paramount — ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 

Rialte— ‘Murder in Green- 
wich Village’ (Col) (29). 

Rivoli—‘Great Garrick’ (WB) 


(23). 
(Reviewed in Vaniery Sept. 29) 


(9th 


of the 


the 


Roxy — ‘Ali Baba Goes to 
Town’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Strand — ‘Perfect Specimen’ 


(WB) (27). 
(Reviewed in Varizty Sept. 29) 


Week of Nev. 4 

Aster—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (9). 

Capitel—Conquest’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in current Vantety) 

Criterion — ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ 
(Par) (5). 

Hollyweod — ‘Emile Zola’ 
(WB) (13th wk). 


Music Halli — ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col). 


(Reviewed in Vanizety Oct. 20) 


Paramount — ‘Angel’ (Par) 

(3). 

(Reviewed in Variety Sept 15) 
Rivoli— ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) 

(3). 

(Reviewed in Vanrrety Oct. 6) 
Roxy—‘Heidi’ (20th) (5). 
Strand — ‘Perfect Specimen’ 

(WB) (24 wk). 

















Providence Still 
Spotty, but Nice 
$10,000 to Muni 


} 


Providence, Oct. 26. 

Type of theatre attractions much 
better, and tone being reflected at 
the box office. Business, however, 
is still spotty. Comparatively, the 
best bets in town are ‘Emile Zola’ at 
Majestic and Loew’s twin bill, ‘Live, 
Love and Learn’ and ‘Madame X.’ 
Trailing in the first run picture field 
are ‘Life Begins With Love’ at Strand 
and ‘Fight for Your Lady’ at Albee. 
Both are dualers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Fight for Your Lady’ and ‘Reported 
Missing’ (RKO); finished just so-so 
at $6,300 for the week. ‘Something 
to Sing About’ (GN) and ‘Hideaway’ 
(RKO) in today (26). Last week 
‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) and 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO) mild at 


$6,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew’s) (1,400; 25- 
35-50)—"Double Wedding’ (MG) and 
‘Dark Journey’ (UA); tone trifle 
stronger, but still far from good; 
looks like $3,900. Last week ‘Bride 
Wore Red’ (MG) and ‘Counsel ‘for 
Crime’ (Col) was also off at $3,200. 

Empire (Spits) (1,600; 25-35-40)— 
‘Nation Aflame’ Halperin) and 
vaudeville with Murjé] Page; no 
doubt of what’s doing the pulling 
here this week; house emphasis on 
‘Flame Dance’ doing the trick. Gross 
of $7,000; best so far. Last week 
‘China Seas’ (MG) was good, too, at 
$5,800, considering it was revival. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—'Danger- 
ously Yours’ (20th) and stage show. 
Business oke, but would be a great 
deal stronger if opposish wasn’t so 
tough; $6,300. Last week ‘Over the 
Goal’ (WB) mild $6,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Live, Love and Learn’ (MG) and 
‘Madame X’ (MG): nice going at 
$12,000. Last week ‘Double Wedding’ 





| (MG) and ‘Dark Journey’ (UA) was 


oke too at $13,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Emile Zola’ (WB); beautiful co- 
operation from the press helping a 
great deal for a class picture. Good 
$10,000. Last week ‘That Certain 
Woman’ (WB) and ‘Love On the Air’ 
(WB) tepid showing at $6,800. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Life Begins With Love’ (Col) and 
‘Paradise Isle’ (Mono); business off; 
house has been taking it on the 
chin for more than a month; this 
week $6,200. Last week ‘Bulldo 
Drummond Comes Back’ (Par) an 
‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Mono) was off, 
too, at $5,900. 
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First Runs on B’way Schoolmarms Liven Up indpls; 


‘Wedding’ Dual 
‘Stage Door’-Vaude Tops | 
Balto with $17,500 


Baltimore, Oct, 26. 

Steady play here this week, combo 
Hippodrome topping the town with 
a rousing $17,500 for ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO), best figure in weeks. ‘Zola’ 
(WB) at the Stanley continues strong 
in its second week with $10,000 after 
hey-hey $16,400 for opening session. 
Strong possibility of film remaining 
a third stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Bride Wore Red’ 
(MG). Rather unexciting going at 
$10,000. Last week ‘Prisoner of 
Zenda’ (UA) chalked up profit with 








$14,400. 
Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Stage Door’ 


(RKO) plus vaude, leading the town 
with one of biggest grosses in long 
time, a agen, Me om Last week, 
‘Breakfast for 70’ plus Bunny Ber- 
rigan unit, mild $9,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55 }—‘Gangway’ (GB) opens 
supper show tonight (Tues.). Last 
week, ‘King Solomon’s Mines’ (GB), 
so-so $4,000 in spite of extra heavy 
exploitation by house. 

New Mechanie (1,400; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—‘Heidi’ (20th) (2d week). Not 
up to other Temples with $3,100. No 
night biz at all. ‘Ali Baba Goes to 
Town’ (20th) set to open Friday (29). 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—‘Emile Zola’ (WB) (2d week). 
Very good $10,000 after bango $16,- 
400 for opener. Will hold for a third 
stanza. 


HIGH, WIDE 116 
NIFTY, MONTL 


‘ Montreal, Oct. 26. 

"Victoria the Great,’ which packed 
them in all last week for a $14,000 
gross, continues to fill His Majesty’s 
on repeat currently and will top 
$10,000. Palace on ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ gets a nifty $11,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-75- 
$1) — ‘Victoria the Great’ (RKO- 
British) (2nd week). Another socko 
week of $10,000, after near-record 
$14,000 first seven days. ' 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50) — ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome’ (Par). Locally 
popular star and recent dearth of 
musicals brought big week-end biz 
with $11,000 gross, very good. Last 
week’s repeat of ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
(UA) good at $8,000. . 

Capitel (CT) (2,700; 50) — “The 
Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and ‘My 
Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MG), Average 
at $7,500. Last week, “That Certain 
Woman’ (WB) and ‘Talent Scout’ 
(WB) faded toward the end of week 
for fair $6,000. 

Loew’s (M.T. Co.) (3,200; 50) — 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U) and ‘Love 
in a Bungalow’ (Emp) (4th week). 
Still doing socko biz at $7,000 after 
smashing third week at $8,500. 

‘Princess (CT) (2,300; 50) — ‘Life 
at College’ (20th) and ‘Charlie Chan 
on Broadway’ (20th). Good $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ 
(20th) and ‘Hot Water’ (20th) $7,500, 
good. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50) — ‘Le Messager.’ Average 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Buissiere’ poor at 
$1,400. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
—‘Gribouille’ and ‘L’Amour Veille’ 
very good at $7,000. Last week, 
‘L’Homme de Nulle Part’ and ‘Fran- 
cois Premier’ good at $7,500. 


Gernert’s Estate 


Easton, Pa., Oct. 26. 

Oliver H. Gernert, Allentown 
theatre owner and philanthropist, 
who died recently, left $10,000 to 
Gerald Reed, the 18-year-old Allen- 
town newsboy who for many years 
delivered the daily papers to Gernert. 
He also left him jewelry and house- 
hold effects. Gernert took special 
interest in newsboy and often called 
him into his home and discussed 
topics of day with him. 

Salvation Army was left $2,000 
and remainder of estate went to 
nephews and nieces. Estate valued 
at about $320,000. 


Marcuses Back in Phil 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 
Gene and Harry Marcus, former 
heads of 20th-Fox exchange here, 
are back in Philly. Boys have been 
in Colorado, in biz and politicoing. 
Have taken quarters on Vine 
street and will open Allied Pictures 

















$13,000, Others OK 


a 


Indianapolis, Oct. 26. 

Annual state teachers’ convention 
brought 15,000-schoolmarms to town 
over the weekend and _ grosses 
jumped far above normal during 
their stay. Their film-going tastes 
aren’t so different from those of the 
average film fan. Instead of seeking 
out the so-called finer fare such as 
‘Emile Zola’ at the Circle, which re- 
ceived only a moderate play, the 
educators followed the crowds in 
search of slapstick comedy in ‘Double 
Wedding’ | at w’s, in ‘Perfect 
Specimen’ and vaudeville at the 
Lyric, and to er little Shirley 
Temple in ‘Heidi’ at the Indiana. ~ 

Estimates fer This Week 


Apolle (Katz-Dolle) (1,100: 25-40) 
—Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ (20th) 
dualled with ‘Charlie Chan on 
Broadway’ (20th). Second run im- 
mediately following its debut last 
week at the Indiana. Not bad for 
a holdover session at $3,000. Last 
week ‘Music For Madame’ (RKO) on 
double bill with ‘Forty Naughty 
Girls’ (RKO) in its first run only 
did $2,250, poor. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 25-40) 
—Emile Zola’ (WB). Class trade not 
enough to lift above moderate $5,000. 
Last week dual of ‘This Way Please’ 
(Par) and ‘On Such a Night’ (Par) 
was nothing extra at $4,250. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-40) 
—Heidi’ (20th) on twin program 
with ‘Behind the Mike’ (U). Temple 


always was a favorite in this town 
at smaller Apoilo, and is pulling her 
fans over to this newly reopened de- 
luxer. Take $7,800, good. Last week 
in its first week after a long period 
of darkness house did a good $8,000 
on dual of ‘Wife. Doctor and Nurse’ 
(20th) and ‘Charlie Chan On Broad- 
way’ (20th). 

Keith’s (Kane) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Small Town Boy’ (GN) and vaude. 
No names on stage and pic isn’t 
drawing. Gross $2,200, weak. Last 
week ‘Love Takes Flight’ (GN) and 
vaude also was bad at $2,300. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Double Wedding’ (MG) on dual 
with ‘Counsel For Crime’ (MG). Bill 
Powell and Myrna Loy are proving 
a powerful box office magnet. Gross 
$13,000, a smash hit. Last week 
“Vogues’ (UA) and ‘London By 
Night’ (MG) on double program was 
only fair at $6,000. 

Lyrie (Olson) (2,000: 25-30-40)— 
‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) and vaude. 
Pic billed over stage show in all ads 


and in outdoor campaign. Také 
$10,000, plenty okay. Last week 
‘Danger ve At Work’ (20th) and 


Mal Hallett orch on stage finished 
much better than it started to touch 
$8,800, all right. 


AMERICAN PIX STILL 
TOPS IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Capetown, Oct. 1. 

American pix are still leading the 
b.o. parade here, with business good 
all around. 

African Consolidated Theatres 
open a new cinema, the Coloseum, 
latter part of December. 

Two other pic houses of 1,000 ca- 
pacity are being built in the suburbs, 
scheduled for opening in January. 

Current attractions are: 

Alhambra (A-C-T) ‘Romance in 
Paris’ (WB), followed by ‘King Solo- 
mon’s Mines’ (G-B); New Grand (A- 
C-Ty, ‘Love Before Breakfast’ (U); 
Piaza (Union), ‘Saratoga’ (M-G); 
Royal (Union), ‘Last of Mrs. Chey- 
ney’ (M-G); Adelphi (A-C-T), ‘Es- 
cape From Devil’s Island’ (Col); 
Ritz (Inde), ‘Oil for Lamps of China’ 
(WB); Elstree (A-C-T), ‘Six Day 
Bike Rider’ (FN); Apollo (A-C-T), 
‘Break of Hearts’ (RKO). 











Johannesburg, Oct. 1. 
Palladium (A-C-T), ‘Rainbow on 
the River’ (RKO), 4th month: Plaza 
(A-C-T), ‘Aren’t Men Beasts’ (Ass. 
Brit.): Coloseum (A-C-T), ‘The 
Plainsman’ (Par); Metro 
‘13th Chair’ (M-G): Bijou (Union), 
‘Private Lifes’ (M-G): Prince's 
(Inde), ‘Loyalties’ (Brit.). 
Durban (Natal), Oct. 1. 
Prince’s (A-C-T), ‘The Woman I 
Love’ (RKO); Criterion (A-C-T), 
‘Everybody Dance’ (Gainsb.); Play- 
house (A-C-T), ‘King Solomon's 
Mines’ (G-B); King’s (Union), ‘Red 
Salute’ (U.A.); Metro (M-G), ‘Sara- 
toga’ (M-G); Cameo (Inae), ‘Mind 
Your Own Business’; Alhambra (A- 
C-T), ‘Littlest Rebel’ (20th). 





Smeltzer’s N. Y. Huddle 
Bob Smeltzer, Warner district 
manager from the Washington zone, 
in New York conferring with theatre 
heads and Carl Lesserman, assistant 
general manager. 
Grad Sears, sales chief, is still on 
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‘Awful Truth,’ Ted 
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Lewis- Danger’ 


Neck ‘n’ Neck at $23,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Stock markets or hold-overs, it’s 
always somethin’, but Philly biz con- 
tinues below what’s expected for 
this time of year. W: nd. was 
fair, however, with ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) at the Boyd the special bright 
spot with $23,000. Earie, with its 
flesh, Ted Lewis this time, still 
standing them up and should like- 
wise garner a lush $23,000. 

Noteworthy here all this season is 
failure of every hold-over except 
‘Zola’ to really click in second and 
third sessions. Gang of pix have 
spun the wickets during initial 
stanza and then have fallen off 
miserably in following weeks. 
Especially true of the comedies. 

This trend was particularly 
noticeable this week in ‘Double 
Wedding’ at the Stanley. It had good 
first week, although not exception- 
ally socko for names it boasts, at 
$19,000. This session it sank all the 
way to $10,000 and had to be pulled 
in six days. Same thing happened 
with ‘Life Begins in College’ at the 
Fox coupla weeks ago. Takes real 
pic to stand up. If it hasn’t the 
goods, it’s apparently the word of 
mouth that hurts. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-75) — ‘Zenda’ 
(UA) (3d week). Holding up pretty 
well, although not overwhelmi at 
$7,000. Same can be said of t 
week at $10,000. 

Arcadia (600; 35-40-50)—‘It’s All 
Yours’ (Col). Still dating ’em in and 
yanking ‘em out here. Lasted five 
days for about a $1,000, punkaroo. 
Looking for happier days from 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN), 
which comes in today. ‘Gay 
Divorcee’ (RKO) did only $550 and 
got the hook in three days last week. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65) —‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col). Best in town with 
socko $23,000. Good for at least three 
weeks, despite being — by 
‘Conquest.’ Last week ‘Zola’ (WB) 
held up nicely with $14,000 for its 
third stanza, 

Earle (3,000; 25-40-55 )—Danger— 
Love at Work’ (20th). Ted Lewis on 
stage.. Flesh and its superb location 
giving this spot another swell week 
at $23,000. Last week, “This Way, 
Please’ (Par) with Happy Felton 
Band and Mary Brian okay at $21,- 


100. 

Fox (2,300; 40-55-65) — ‘Perfect 
Specimen’ (FN). A_ perfect ne 
pointment. No draw at all with $13,- 
200. Shirley Temple last week got 
her last opening in a_ top-notch 
house in Philly. ‘Heidi’ (20th) 
proved what WB circuit execs have 
been suspecting for the last four pix. 
Matinee biz fair, but evenings void. 
Floparooed miserably with $11,900. 

Karlton (1,100; 40-50) — ‘Heidi’ 
(20th) (2d run). Doing better here 
in proportion than it did at Fox 
opener. Hitting okay $4,100 for eight 
days. Last week, ‘Women Men 
Marry’ (MG). Terrible turkey and 
had to be yanked in five days with 
dismal $1,900. 

Keith’s (2,400; 40-50)—‘Zola’ (WB) 
(2d run). Doing nicely with $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Life Begins in College’ 
(20th) fairly good at $3,900. 

Stanley (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Double 
Wedding’ (MG) (2d week). Slid off 
sharply from opening week and be- 
ing pulled in six days with $10,000 to 
make way for ‘Stage Door.’ First 
week was good with $19,000, though 
not up to expectations for marquee 
value. 

Stanton (1,700; 
‘Madame X’ (MG). This old theme 
still clicking in mild sort of way for 
$5,200. Last week, ‘Over the Goal’ 
(WB) tailspinned down to $3,950. 


‘DOUBLE’ $14,000 LEADS 
CINCY; ‘ZOLA’ NICE 106 


Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 

Season’s first chill spell prevailed 
Over the week-end lending b.o. zip 
for front line pic parlors, by and 
large. Cincy’s early fall cinema biz 
has been okay, escaping thus far any 
tremor from recent Wall street 
tumble. 

‘Double or Nothing’ is the top 
draw currently, racking up $14.000 
for the Albee. ‘Zola’ is next, pulling 
$10.000 at the Shubert. ‘Heidi’ at the 
Palace is tussling for $9,000. Keith’s 
has a $4,000 ticket on ‘Madame X’. 

Of the holdovers, ‘Double Wed- 
ding’is fetching $6,500 at the Capi- 
tol, a wham figure for that house. 
Pix bagged a sock $17,000 at the 
Palace for its first week, the town’s 
tallest take of late. 

Estimates for This Week 

_ Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42)— 
Double or Nothing’ (Par). Good 
$14.000. Last week, ‘Life Begins in 
College’ <‘20th), $14,500 ggswell. 
.Capitel (RKO) (2%00; 35-42)— 
Double Wedding’ (MG). Moved over 
from Palace for second week. Great, 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Artists and Mod- 
els’ (Par) (2d week). $4.000. fair. 








Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
London by Night’ (MG), ‘Flight 


from Glory’ (RKO), ‘Midnight. Ma- 








donna’ (Par), separate. Regular, 
$2,200. Same last week on ‘Man Who 
Cried Wolf’ (U), ‘Outlaws of Orient’ 
(Col), ‘White Bondage’ (UA). 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—Thin 
Ice’ (20th)—Transferred from Shu- 
bert for fifth week, hoisy totsy, 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Dead End’ (UA) 
(3d wk.), $3,000, okay. 

Keith’s (Libson) 
‘Madame X’ (MG). So-so, $4,000, 
Last week, ‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) 
(2d wk.), $3,000, sorry. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—'Life 
Begins in College’ (20th). Shifted 
from Albee for second week, excel- 
lent, $5,000. Last week, ‘Lancer Spy’ 
(20th), $5,000, good. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)— 
‘Heidi’ (20th), Temple tug toppling. 
Tame $9,000, at best. Last week, 
‘Double Wedding’ (MG), built stead- 
ily and exceeded expectations by 
fetching a sock $17,000, burg’s best 
mark for several weeks. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
‘Zola’ (WB) opened Wednesday (20) 
for a run. Favored by hefty ad and 
press campaign. Light matinee trade 
and heavy night biz. Fair $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (4th 
wk.), $3,800, all right. 


Heat Socks S. E, 
But Gives ‘Truth 
$15,000 on Dual 





San Francisco, Oct. 26. 

Hot weather is denting grosses 
considerably here. The natives 
aren't used to hot spells and when 
one comes along they flock to the 
beach by the thousands. Although 
‘Awful Truth’ opened to off biz at 
the Orpheum theatre, trade picked 
right up when some cool fog fol- 
lowed several of the warmest Octo- 
ber days in years. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 35-55-75) 
—Dead End’ (UA) (2nd wk.). Biz 
bright at the Embassy last week, 
but the heat has crimped consider- 
ably on the holdover, which got dis- 
appointing $4,500. Last week, good 
$6,500. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) and ‘Hold 
Them, Navy’ (Par). Hot weather has 
made the going a litle tough. Fair at 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Heidi’ (20th) 
and ‘Danger, Love at Work’ (20th) 
slipped to $16,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55- 
75)—‘Stage Door’ (RKO) (3rd wk.). 
Have raked in important coin here 
with the Hepburn-Rogers-Menjou 
picture, which will 53° with dandy 
$12,000. Last week, did hefty $18,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 35-55-75) 
—Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Man 
Who Cried Wolf’ (U). Although hot 
weather nicked the opening, ig 
$15,000. Last week (3rd) for ‘1 
Men and a Girl’ and ‘Cou ix 
Crime’ (Col) finished to big $7,00 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—Live, Love and Leary (MGM) 
and ‘West of Shanghai’ ( B) 
$12,500. Last week (2nd), ‘Bride 
Wore Red’ (MGM) d ‘Wine, 
Women and Saddles’ (WB) hit sour 





30-40-50 ) — | $8,000 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—'Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Dangey. 
Love at Work’ (20th) (2nd wk.). 
Sizzling weather held take down to 
$6,000. Last week (3rd), ‘Life 
in College’ (20th) and ‘Charlie w 
on Broadway’ (20th) slip 
$4,500. 

United Artis’ (Cohen) (1,200; 36- 
55-75 )—‘Dead End’ (UA) (2nd ) 
—Picture raked in importa : 
last week. Herman Cohen hol ne 
icture at both the Embassy and 
United Artists for a seeond frame. 
Lively $7,500 on the holdover. Last 
week did great $10,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,860: 35-55-75) 
—‘Double Wedding’ (MGM) and ‘On 
Such a Night’ (Par) (2d wk.), After 
registering strong $19,000, with 
everything against it in the way 
weather, this combo came through 
with a swell $14,000 on its holdover. 





Wallace Coast Topper 





For Pathe Laboratories | ¢ 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

John D. Wallace was installed last 
week as western manager of Pathe, 
following his appointment by O. 
Henry Briggs, Pathe president. He 
will make his headquarters in Santa 
Monica. 

Move on the part of Pathe is the 
first of a campaign to enlarge Pathe’s 
laboratory facilities on this Coast 
and to compete more actively for 
developing and printing work, Pathe 
also has patent rights on a number 
of color processes with the duPont 
interests financially concerned. 





Big Apple Big in Omaha, 


a at aoa 


Sends ‘Wile, Dt $C Smash $37,500 for ‘Stage Door, 


Omaha, Oct. 26. 
Film biz holds its own with sturdy 
figures all around. Consternation 
ever ‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ has van- 
ished after pace shows film definitely 
doing o. k. biz. Brandeis promi- 





nently in picture with best opening 4 


of this year as ‘Stage Door’ swung | the Girl’ (WB), fine, $2,100. Last 
open to heavy play. ; week, ‘Life of the Party’ (RKO) and 
Outside competition running higher |‘Man Who Cried Wolf’ (U), average 
than for some time with Creighton | $1,100, ‘ 
U homecoming activities on Satur- Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40)— 
day, Jan Garber at Chermot ball-|*Double or Nothing’ (Par). Looks 
room, and nite spots offering extra| very good at $3,600. Last week 
attractions. | ‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) opened with 
Big Apple contest on midnight|g wallop and faded to nothing on 
show at Orpheum continues to be | the third day; total on the week, 
rage locally and spreading like | ¢3 300. 
measles over state and territory.| Yarsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— 
Saturday night's late show gave |‘Life Begins with Love’ (Col) and 
house fourth straight capacity. ‘Law and Lead’ (Colony) split with 
Estimates fer This Week ‘Mystery of the Hooded Horseman’ 
Brandeis (Singer) (1,250; 25-35-|{Col). Good, $1,000. Last week, 























40)—Stage Door’ (RKO) and ‘Love |‘Here’s Flash Casey’ and ‘Game That 
Is on the Air’ (FN), dualled. Duo / Kills’ (Col) split with “Heart of the 
running best figures at this house | Rockies’ (Rep) and ‘Jungle Menace’ 
over. Plenty of publicity, both lo- 

cally and nationally, helping on 
Hepburn-Rogers film. Looks smacko 9 

$7,800 and holds over. Last week, rm al a 
‘Certain Woman’ (FN) and ‘Satur- 

March of Time, $5,700, very good. | 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— | 
‘Life Begins in College’ (20th) and | 
ting heavy school and juve trade, 
$8,200 okay. Last week, ‘Bride Wore a ? 

Red’ (MG) and ‘Bad Guy’ (MG) 
broke day early for eight-day run to | oVey 
$7,900, satisfactory. 
‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th) and ‘On Such 
a Night’ (Par), twinned. Midnight Washington, Oct. 26. 
show with Big Apple contest and Way up and way down this week 
pour shekels into week's coffers.|/as has gits, although football and 
$9,000, good. Last week, ‘Zenda’ | sell-out legit and 7 unquestion- 
(UA) and ‘Hot Water’ (20th) with | ably holding down over-all take, 
Saturday midnight show to boot hit |*‘Awful Truth’ with vaude is easy 
$10,000, very good. leader for week with ‘Zenda’ in 
place. Both rode in on heavy bally 
|campaigns with practically no op- 
| position during build-ups. 
BING, $3 600 TOPPER Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 35-66)— 
oe ’ ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) and vaude. Hud- 
a son-DeLange Orch pulling younger 
Lincoln, Oct. 26. radio fans, but sickly $15,000. Last 

H.o. for ‘Lost Horizon’ and bets | week ‘High, Wide and Handsome’ 
run at the Kiva. First seven days | reviews to light $16,500. 
netted $2,300, which is a k.o. for this| Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
house (440 seats), and the second, | ‘Life Begins In College’ (20th) (2d 
with the crowds still standing going |run). Repeat after nice week at 
over the weekend, $1,700. ‘“Wife- | Capitol, heading for oke $4,500. Last 
the Lincoln. Vaude breaking in the | third week on mainstem cleared with 
Orpheum sent its gross up into new | good $5,000 
highs over the weekend also. 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)—‘She | Grant plus nice bally on title lead- 
Asked for It’ (Par) and ‘Charge of |iné town, with swell $22,500. P Last 
the Light Brigade’ (WB) split with | Week, ‘Life of Zola (WB) and Car- 

: , : ite three-week roadshowing of 
Heiress’ (WB). All right, $900. Last | Gespite , 
week ‘13th Guest’ (Mono) and ‘Trail | #icker owe months previous. 
of the Lonesome Pine’ (Par) split|  Keith’s (RKO) (1830; 35-55)— 
and ‘Borneo’ (20th) oke, $950. ing with brutal $5,000. Last week 

Kiva (Westland) (440: 10-20-25-36) | ‘Breakfast For Two’ (RKO) col- 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), second week; | lected oke $7,500. 


this year, and strong chance to hold | (Col) ‘episode three). Good, $1,000 
days’ Heroes’ (RKO) dualed with | 
‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th), dual. Get- | y $22,5 | ln 
Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
preview of new film continues to! with the answer being strictly them 
straight pic house trailing in second 
NEBRASKA BIZ OKAY; 
Estimates for This Week 
are down for a month to six weeks’ | (Par) fell off sharply after kidding 
Doctor and Nurse’ is going good at | week ‘Dead End’ (UA) (2d run) 
Estimates fer This Week Truth’ (Par) and vaude. Dunne and 
‘Western Gold’ (20th) and ‘Footloose | ella Ponselie held up to big $21,500 
with ‘North of the Rio Grande’ (Par) | ‘Fight For Your Lady’ (RKO). Dy- 
$1,700, very good. Seems set for a Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Life of 


month at least. Last week, $2,300, | Zola’ (WB) (2d run). Shot down 
excellent. street cold after nice riced de- 
Linceln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— | but at Earle. Big $6,500. Last week 


‘Wife, Doctor, and Nurse’ (20th), | This Way, Please’ (Par) fair $4,200. 


okay, $2,800. Last week $3,000 went Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)— 
in the till for “You Can’t Have | Zenda’ (UA). Big campaign and 
ve 


rything’ (20th), very oke. rep trickling in from other spots got 
Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-20-25) | it big $18,000. Last week ‘Bride 
‘Hot Water’ (20th) and vaude, Bell’s | Wore Red’ (MG) (2d week) oke 


awaiian Follies, split with ‘Marry | $6,800 for six days. 


Mpls. Mild of Late but ‘Zola Fair 
At $6,000, Also ‘Stage Door’ at 106 


Minneapolis, Oct. 26. | All local hotels have been sold out 
Business here continues in the| for months. 


Estimates for This Week 
doldrums, adversely affected by the Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 


stock and commodity market crashes tog & Since rod ane split = 
tr setback. There| ‘Wild Money’ (Par) (2d runs) 
— Boxy 1 ray outstanding at- last three days dual first runs ‘Over 
os Deen nO & the Goal’ (WB) and ‘Sophie Lang 
tractions in recent weeks and sev-| Goes West’ (Par). Fair $800 in pros- 
eral are on deck currently, notably, ao —_ Aaa Bae ~y * as 
‘ , ‘hm; , split with ‘Born Reckless’ { | 
Stage Door and rgd —, ane | runs) and last three days dual first 
possibly, ‘Heidi’ and en. ©’ runs ‘On Such a Night’ (Par) and ‘I 
first named pair looks disappointing,| Cover the War’ (U), $900, fair. 
but even surefire stuff isn’t getting; Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
nearly the merited return nowadays. | 25-35-55) —‘Zola’ (WB). Attracting 
ases in point are ‘Lost Horizon’ and} class trade but away under hopes at 
‘100 Men and a Girl.’ Both did well} no more than $6,000. Last week, 
enough to call for two-week runs | ‘100 Men and Girl’ (U), $6,500 for 
and their takes have been tremen-| eight days; good, following good 
dous, comparatively, but still under | $8,500 first week. 











expectations and much less than| Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
they probably would have been in | 25-35-55 i—‘Stage Door’ (RKO)— 
more normal times and under more| They're showering this one with 


favorable conditions. | praise, critics and customers plug- 
‘Lost Horizon’ moves from the} ging; $10,000, disappointing. Last 
the Orpheum over to the State for | week, ‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG), $6,000, 
a continuation of its loop run, the! bad. 
State thus deviating from its second- Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
run policy temporarily. 25-35-55)—‘Heidi’ (20th). A second 
Theatres are looking forward) successive success for Temple here. 
hopefully to next weekend, when! Matinee trade brisk, but nights 
the Notre-Dame-Minnesota football| leave plenty to be desired. Heading 
game will bring a host of visitors./for fair $7,000. Last week, ‘Lost 


~L.A’s Only Winner, Bride’ Fair 206; 
Contest Aids Par, 166, Zola’ Ends Big 


. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
Only one outstanding smash in 
town currently, ‘Stage Door’ at the 
day-date Pantages and RKO where 
opus is headed for terrific on initial 


stanza, Otherwise trade generally 
off, only other house with improved 
tone being the Paramount where a 
dancing contest as part of stage 
show is helping to bring substantial 
returns, 

‘Zola’ wound up two-a-day run at 
Carthay Circle (24), doing profitable, 
if not big biz during its sojourn, 


New Crawford starrer ‘Bride Wore 
Red,’ disappointing at the day-date 
State and Chinese. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circie (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
1.10-1.65 )—‘Zola’ (WB) (7th-final 
week). Wound up satisfactory six 
weeks and four days run (24) gar- 
nering excellent $4,100 on final four 


days; around $5,600 on sixth week. 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028: 30-40- 
55-75-—‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and 


‘Dangerously Yours’ (20th), dual. 
Got away to weak start but looks 
like oke $8,500. Last week, ‘Life Be- 
gins in College’ (20th) and ‘Counsel 
for Crime” (Col), brought $11,000, 
profitable. ; 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Certain Woman’ (FN) and 
‘Over the Goal’ (FN) dual. (2nd 
week ). Holding for substantial 
$6,500 on second stanza after doing 
big $11,500 on initial week. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 
‘Madame X’ (MG). Started slowly 
so looks like poor $1,500. Last week, 
“Dark Journey’ (UA), on eight days 
grabbed slim $1,000, dipping plenty. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Certain Woman’ (FN) and 
‘Over Goal’ (FN) dual (2nd week). 
Running trifle behind its day-dater 
(Downtown), but headed for oke 
$6,000. First week finished to big 
$10,500, as indicated. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘She’s No Lady’ (Par) and ‘On 
Again—Off Again’ (RKO) dual and 
vaudeville. Trade may be likened 
to last part of marquee billing, as 
$6,500 tells the tale. Last week, 
‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep) and ‘On 
Such Night’ (Par), aided by motor 
trailer giveaway, so oke at $7,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Stage Door’ (RKO) and ‘Lady Fights 
Back’ (U), dual. Opening to big 





$3,700 at $2 preem, Hepburn-Roczers 


| co-starrer looks like smash $22,000 
Earle (WB) (2,244: 35-66)—Awful 


on first week. lLast week, third 
stanza of ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO), on six 
day week drew satisfactory $5,400. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595: 30- 
40-55)—‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) 
and stage show. Swing dance con- 
test on stage is drawing heavily 
from the younger element and must 
get credit for bulk of the $16,000 
draw. Last week, ‘Music for Madame’ 
(RKO), $11,000. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55) — ‘Stage 
Door’ (RKO) and ‘Lady Fights Back’ 
(U) dual. Although not hitting fast 
pace of its day-dater (Pan) house 
profited through cou of previews 
on last two days of first week so 
very nifty at $15,500. Last week (7 
days), ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO), excellent 
$8,000, nifty for third week sojourn, 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—Bride Wore Red’ (MG) ana 
‘Dangerously Yours’ (20th) dual. 
May hit about $11,000, nothing hot. 
Last week, ‘Life Begins in College’ 
(20th) and ‘Counse? for Crime’ (Col), 
finished okay at $13,300. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55)—‘Life Begins at College 
(20th) and ‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col) 
dual. Moveover of this pair fairly 
encouraging with likely $4,000 the 
answer. Last week, ‘Zenda’ (UA) 
and ‘Women Men Marry’ (MG) on 
moveover healthy at $5,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Life Begins at College’ (20th) and 
‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col) dual. Do- 
ing all right, probably over $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Zenda’ (UA) = and 
‘Women Men Marry’ (MG), on movee 
over nifty $7,800. 





-_—— 


Horizon’ (Col), $14,000, big, but 
under expeciations. 
State (Publix-Singer) (2,300: 25- 
35-55)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (2d 
week). Moved here from Orpheum 
after a very nice $13,500 week at 
latter house. Still showing nice box- 
office punch and is likely to lop 
good $6,500. Last week, ‘Saturday 
Heroes’ (RKO) and ‘Dance, Charlie, 
Dance’ (FN), dual, $2,500. Mild. 
Time (Berger) (900; 15-25)—‘Cap- 
tain Blood’ (RKO). Reissue traveling 
along at mild clip, light $500 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Devil Dogs of Air’ 
(WB) (reissue), $600, light. 
Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)—~ 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). First nabe 
showing satisfactory $3,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘You Can’t Have 
Everything’ (20th), $3,400, good. 
World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
‘100 Men’ (U). Doing all right on 
moveover here, $1,800. Last week, 





‘Gangway’ (GB), $1,200, mild. 
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2 Z[po0r” THUNDERS 
OUT OF RADIO CITY MUSIC 
HALL TO LEAD THE BOX- 
OFFICE PARADE IN OTHER 
IMPORTANT KEY CITIES 
THROUGHOUT THE NATION! 
_.. MAKING ROOM AT 
THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
THEATRE FOR ANOTHER 
MIGHTY SHOW FROM RKO 
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More daring than the outp rst 
of imagination!.. Thrilling b 


..A mighty human drama with 
all the world a stage .. and 
all the people in it actors in — 
a flaming pageant rolling — 
headlong through the sixty _ 
years that shook the world! — 
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Screen play by 
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Now That Gridders 


Coin for Broadcasts, Colleges Have — 


Are Getting 


An Idea Newsreels Should Pay 


+ 


—— 





Coin-mindedness of colleges and 
new tendency to place restrictions 
on photographing gridiron contests 
has the five newsreels worried. 
There still is an unanimity of opin- 
ion among the newsreel executives 
not to let the bars down and pay any 


fee for handling a football contest. 
They claim they would rather pass 
up the games or take their chances 
of grabbing views surreptitiously 
from a paid seat in the stands than 


pay. 

The threat of universities and col- 
leges to go commerciai on their 
greatest box office attraction, the 
football season, which loomed about 
12 months ago, has been more than 
sustained this year. Newsreelers 
blame the radio and the sponsors 
who waved greenbacks in the face 
of college authorities in order to tie 
up big gridiron seasons on exclusive 
pacts. The tendency of paying 
$30,000 for an ace university’s full 
lineup of contests down to $150 to 
$300 per game for less prominent 
grid battles has been maintained 
agam this season. 

Reason that the newsreel boys 
blame air program sponsors is that 
it has opened the eyes of university 
officials to the coin potentialities of 
their athletic plants. 

University of Southern California 
and severai other Coast schools have 
proffered contracts to the newsreel 
companies to sign before permitting 
coverage. This would make the 
newsreels put it in black and white 
that the shots were only for the 
newsreels and that they would not 
be issued in any other form. At 
least one newsreel company flatly 
declined to signature because of pos- 
sible subsequent complications. Any 
prints that might be stolen and 
duped would lay the newsreel com- 
pany open to a damage suit. 

Aside from this, other newsreel 
companies felt that it was the open- 
ing wedge in future drives to ask 
certain fees for looking in on games. 

Minnesota’s Keynote 

Another example of the recent 
trend is University of Minnesota, 
which puts on its own cameraman to 
cover some early contests, with 
blueprints supplied to all five reels. 
As far as known, no effort was made 
to keep out cameramen. But it’s re- 
garded as only a matter of time un- 
til an effort will be made to peddle 
these camera clips. 

Present unswerving attitude of 
the newsreels is to get in and grab 
football games the same as other 
sports events or know the reason 
why. The newsreel executives claim 
that once their cameramen are ex- 
cluded, because of the precedent 
established, it would be only a mat- 
ter of time until others would put 
up the bars unless coin or other re- 
strictions were obeyed. | 

Newsreel officials have no inten- 
tion of being placed in the category 
of radio. Their idea is that radio 
should have as much right to sport- 
ing events, on the theory that it is 
news, as other news gathering agen- 
cies. 

Instance of the Rose Bow! football 
game, when all five reels put up a 
united front, against certain curbs 
on coverage, and the more recent 
Cleveland air races are cited as in- 
stances of what the newsreels can 
do when authorities become too pe- 
cuniary. The newsreel officers fig- 
ure gridiron coverage has as much, 
if not more, publicity value to the 
schools concerned as it holds inter- 
est to newsreel patrons. 

Tendency of the newsreel officials 
to play ball with universities and 
educational institutions perhaps is 
best typified by the manner in 
which they got out of their way to 
take specials, which have more or 
less local appeal. Most newsreels 
ask their key city exchange man- 
agers to suggest games they think 
should be covered, with each key 
allowed to get three or four con- 
tests in the reels. 

As a rule, these district contests 
go only to exhibs in the region cov- 
ered by the specific exchange. Any 
additional coin via national or for- 
eign coverage is eliminated. This 
local covering costs $10,000 to $14,- 
000 per company annually, with the 
small return rarely even half-way 
covering the outlay. Newsreels con- 
tinue doing it for the good will cre- 
ated in exchange areas and with 





Slur on Their Own 





Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Screen Actors Guild thumbed 
a request from Trem Carr for 


casting of experienced polo 
players in ‘International Spy.’ 

Guild figures there are 
enough of them in the SAG 
ranks to swing a mallet ac- 
ceptably. 











HAYS ORG. VOTES TO 
UNFREEZE PIX TITL 


Hays organization directors, at the | 
third adjourned session of the quar- 
terly meeting Monday (25), ap- 





tee’s plan for unfreezing old titles 
of picture productions. Committee 
had been working on scheme for 


resolution needed to clear situation. 
Action had nothing to do with the | 


now in effect, 


Change is on titles of films already 
released, First it gives the produc- 
ing company 4-year protection on 
a completed picture, dating from the 
year it was produced. Secondly, on 
copyright material, such as a book 


used on the screen production, the 
company can claim permanent 
rights, Third step incorporated in 
change is that each company may 
arbitrarily claim up to 250 original | 
material titles, this covering a 4- | 
year period, 


wide open to other companies to 
claim not already registered or freed 
titles Main benefit is the establish- 
ment of 4-year mark, after which 
previously claimed titles may be 
unfrozen for other companies to use. 
Difficulty in past has been that 
numerous titles were claimed and 


by placing them back in circulation 


action was taken. 





‘Benefits Crew Locates 


Hollywood, Oct. 26, 


Metro launched production of 
‘Benefits Forgot,’ with Clarence 
Brown directing, at an elaborate re- 
created village of the Ohio river | 
valley, vintage of 1865, 
Arrowhead last week. 

More than 1,000 technicians, play- 
ers, extras and production crew 
members will be at the location sev- 
eral weeks. Cast toppers are Walter 





Huston, Beulah Bondi and James 
Stewart. John W. Considine, Jr., 
produces. 





Marc Connelly is set for the presi- 
dency of the Authors’ League of 
America. Elmer Davis will be vice- 
president, Inez Haynes Irwin, secre- | 
tary, and Luise Sillecox, treasurer 
Selections were made by the nomi- 
nating committee and are tanta- 
mount to election. No other candi- 
dates are up. Election takes place 
Nov. 10. 


council, to be elected for three years, 
will be Berton Braley, Ben Lucian | 
Burman, Homer Croy, Morris Ernst, 
Inez Haynes Irwin, Will Irwin, Man- | 
uel Komroff, Louis Kronenberger, 
Denis Tilden Lynch, Alice Duer 
Miller, Arthur Train and John W. 
Vandercook. 


Officers of the Authors’ Guild, 
subsidiary of the League, to be elect- 
ed Nov. 4, are Hendrik Willem van 





schools themselves. 








| Loon, president; Henry F. Pringle, 


proved the title registration commit- | 


months, with only official directorate | 


old system of title registration as | 


or play when the title of such is | 
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INDPLS. AMUS. SCORES 


POINT BEFORE SUP. CT. 





Washington, Oct. 26. 


Back-door attempt to get the Su- 
preme Court to rule on preliminaries 
to the anti-trust case between In- 
dianapolis Amusement Co. and 
| numerous major distributors flopped 
Monday (25), 


Not commenting on issues, jurists 
declined to review the sideline tiff 
which would come up in order, by 
the 7th Circuit Court of appeals, 
directing production of data about 
receipts, expenses, and operations. 
Info was desired by defendant com- 
| panies for use in preparing adequate 
defense against charges they con- 
spired to put the exhibition chain 
out of business, 

Background of the proceeding 
spindled by the Supreme Court is 
the $450,000 damage suit against 


| Metro, Universal, United Artists, 
| 20th-Fox, Vitagraph, and Educa- 
tional. Charging conspiracy, In- 
| dianapolis Amuse. claimed it was 


given inferior flickers and charged 
| excessive prices, both of which ac- 
| tions forced it into bankruptcy. 

| Not involving merits of the anti- 
|trust proceeding, this week’s high 
| court ruling means that in order to 
press the fight the chain exhibitor 
must come across with names and 
| dates of films unreeled and account- 
| ings with which the distribs may 
| compare their records. 

| 





‘Deposition-Taking In 
N. E. Anti-Trust Suit 
Will Last 2-3 Months 


Taking of depositions in the anti- 
trust suit filed about a year ago in 
federal court, Boston, which began 
last week, probably will continue for 








Last named step leaves the field | 


registered but not always used. It | 
was to make use of these idle titles | in Portsmouth and Nashwood, N. H., 


| Providence, Newburgh and Pough- 
ani clarifying other angles that the | 


at Lake | 


Connelly Set for Authors’ League 
Presidency; SWG Autonomy in 10 Days 


—————— 


Members of the Authors’ League | 


two or three months, judging from 
the progress made to date. This is 
| the action in which Morse & Rothen- 
berg, indie circuit operators, sued 
M. A. Shea and Maine & New Hamp- 
shire circuits, as well as eight major 
distributors, with Attorney George 
Ryan representing the plaintiff. 

It is the usual anti-truster, in 
which triple damages totalling more 
than $2,000,000 are sought, for al- 
leged inability to obtain product. No 
mention is made of type of com- 
peting theatres, their size or film 
rentals cbtainable by distribs from 
these competitive houses. Operations 





keepsie; N. Y., 
are involved. 

First depositions were taken of 
Col. Ed Schiller, formerly head of 
Loew theatres outside of metropoli- 
tan New York, with Attorney Jacob 
J. Kaplan, representing the distribu- 
tors making them. Other distributing 
company representatives will be 
queried in the next few weeks. 

Present suit in many ways has the 
same aspects as the E. M. Loew, of 
Boston, against distribs. “Fhis was 
settled before it actually was tried 
after laborious questioning, sub- 
poeaning of records and examining of 
so-called pertinent witnesses. While 
the new action promises to be as 
prolonged and tiring as the other 
| case, current sentiment is against 
| effecting any settlement without full 
trial. 


and Elizabeth, N. J., 




















| vice-president; 
| secretary. 
Guild representative on the League 
| council, to serve three years, include 
| Dorothea Brande, Carl Carmer, El- 
| mer Davis, Fairfax Downey, Helen 
| Hull, Fannie Hurst, Inez Haynes Ir- 
| win, Will Irwin, Denis Tilden Lynch, 
Alfred Loomis, F. F, Vanderwater 
and Sinclair Lewis. 
| Amendment to the league consti- 
| tution, by which the Screen Writers’ 
| Guild will gain complete autonomy, 


Margaret Widdemer, 


| instead of being a subsidiary body 
like the Authors’ Guild, Dramatists’ 
| Guild and Radio Writers’ Guild, will 
| be passed at a special session about 
| 10 days after the annual SWG meet- 
ing, which is set for Nov. 10 on the 
Coast. Boards of both the SWG and 
the league have okayed the amend- 
ment, giving the former complete 
control of its finances, as well as its 
policies, and the interval will be 
|used to permit attorneys to 0.0. the 
‘actual wording of the pact. 





Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Writers Guild for an election 
screen writers to select a 


forwarded this week to the National 
Labor Relations Board in Washing- 


Labor 


SAG EXPECTS EDUC. 
TO SIGN THIS WEEK 


Guild shop seaivats will probably 
be signed by Educational Picts in 
New York this week. Studio has 
notified the Screen Actors Guild 
it will sign, but thé matter is wait- 
ing decision by the Guild coun- 
cil on the Coast as to whether 
Educational should sign a blanket 
contract, with specific stipulations 
to be included in a subsequent let- 
ter, or whether a formal, inclusive 
contract should be inked, 

With Educational set to come into 
the Guild fold, Mentone and the 
few remaining eastern independents 
are expected to follow in short 
order. Educational was the wun- 
official rep fer the others in nego- 
tiations, 


N. Y. Stage Hands All 
Set on a 12% Boost 


Picture theatres will probably 
settle on a deal with New York 
stagehands, Local No. 1, some time 
this week at a meeting date to be 
set, giving the hands a 12% boost in 
de luxe houses and a 10% lift in 
others, retroactive to Sept. 1 last. 

This would virtually place the 
N. Y. backstage boys on a par with 
the Brooklyn local (No. 4), which 
last spring took 6% boosts until Sept. 
1 last and another 6% then, with 
deal calling for a third 6% Sept. 1, 
1938, for de luxers, 5% for other 
houses. No. 1 at that time saw fit to 
turn down the 6-6-6 and 5-5-5 offers. 

If signing for 12% in de luxers 
and 10% in other houses retroactive 
to Sept. 1, the No. 1 hands will also 
be promised an additional 6 and 5% 
in September, 1938. 


Telco’s New Color 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Temporary quarters have been set 
up here by Telco Corp, for the new 
Telco color processing machine to 
make controlled control prints at 
high speeds. Robert Hoyt, president 
of Telco, has just returned after 
seven months in New York. 

Also arriving with Hoyt are Drs. 
Al and Dick Fiedler, formerly with 
Empire Laboratories. They will be 
in charge of actual production, with 
E. T. Oakland in charge of mechani- 
cal and electrical operations. 


THEATRE’S SEX PIC SUIT 


Akron, O., Oct. 26. 

An injunction forcing the city to 
return a film, ‘Sex Madness,’ seized 
at the State here, and restraining 
Mayor Lee D. Schroy. and Police 
Chief Frank Boss from interfering 
with the operations of the theatre, 
has been granted by Common Pleas 
Judge Frank H. Harvey to John 
Roweber, theatre owner. 

The injunction also forbids offi- 
cials to revoke the license of the the- 
atre, pending a final hearing on the 
case. 


Relations Board is preparing | 























AMPAS’ Lunch for 500 


A record attendance of 500 is ex- 
pected at tomorrow’s (Thurs.) lunch- 
eon of the Associated Motion Picture 
Advertisers at the International 
Casino, following. arrangements to 
have delegations from British clubs 
and societies of Greater New York 
participate. It may be a_ tieup 
through RKO in behalf of its British- 
made ‘Victoria the Great’ which 
opens concurrently tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at Radio City Music Hall. 

Honor guests include Herbert Wil- 
cox, its producer, and Anna Neagle, 





star of the picture. 





'to hear other compiainis 
Hearing on petition of ger crafts in the film industry, including 
ot | 
a bargaining | 
representative has been completed | set designer, et al. Nov. 22 has been 
and transcript of testimony will be} 


| visability delaying decision in 


ton for decision. Case will not be 
reached for several weeks and it is 
possible a decision will not be} 
handed down before the first of the 
year. 

In the meantime, the National 


| business. 
| diction, 
|a screen writer is an employe within 





= 


Wash. Board Will Pass on Bargaining 
Rep for Writers; Decision Maybe Jan. 1 


filed by 
interior decorators, screen directors, 


set as tentative date for start of next 
hearing. 
NLRB has been considering 


ad- 
screen 
writers’ case until other complaints 
are heard. 


Board first must decide whether 


producers are engaged in interstate 


If board finds it has juris- 
it must then decide whether 


the meaning of the Wagner 
act. Screen Playwrights, Inc. 
contested petition of SWG, 


labor 
» Which 


claims 
writers are not employes, being 
highly paid creative artists, each 


with an individual contract. 
Election—Whether or No 


Should board hold it has jurisdic- 
tion and that writers are employes, 
| it must then pass on the need for an 
election. SP contends there is no 


need for an election since organi- 
zation already has a contract with 
the producers and is prepared to 
represent all writers. SWG insisis 
there is need for an election and 
claims its membership embraces 
more than a majority of ali writers 
in Hollywood. 


Producers did not call any wit- 
nesses at hearing, attorneys agreeing 
they might stipulate evidence. which 
enabled Examiner William R. Ringer 
to reduce time of hearing more than 
10 days. Producers claim they are 
not engaged in interstate business, 
that writers are not employes and 
that NLRB is without jurisdiction. 


Grover Jones, James Kevin McGin- 
ness, Patterson McNutt, James Grant 
and others testified they have al- 
ways had individual contracts with 
producers, did their work when and 
where they pleased and were never 
required to keep hours, 

John Lee Mahin, Jones and How- 
ard Emmett Rogers testified to split 
in ranks of SWG last year when it 
was announced organization would 
affiliate with Authors League of 
America. Rogers charged opposition 
group was double-crossed by Ernest 
Pascal, then president of SWG, and 
other leaders, over article 12; the 
strike call; and on the question of 
getting local autonomy from the 
AL of A. 


He said Pascal agreed to get local 
autonomy for organization within 
10 to 14 days from May 2, 1936, if 
opposition group would permit arti- 
cle 12 to remain until after election. 
At time of promise, Rogers said 
Paseal had already received word 
from eastern guilds in ALA that 
autonomy would not be granted. 
When he learned of this Rogers said 
he resigned and that within the next 
few days about 75 writers filed their 
resignations, 


Dispute Bargaining Right 
Producers have nixed proposal of 
NLRB for a consent election of 
directors, unit managers and as- 
sistant directors to select a bargain- 


ing representative. Suggestion, 
made by Dr. Towne Nylander, re- 
gional director for NLRB, was 


turned down on ground that Screen 
Directors Guild is not a proper bar- 
gaining unit, 

Producers have offered to nego- 
tiate with directors separately, but 
claim unit managers and assistant 
directors should be in an organiza- 
tion of their own because they rep- 
resent business department of 
studios, while work of directors is 
entirely creative. 


Fight between several crafis for 
jurisdiction over scene artists is ex- 
pected to develop shortly. Charter 
of United Scenic Artists Local 621 
was lifted by Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America, Men were ordered to clear 
into Motion Picture Painters Local 
644, but many had already affiliated 
with International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes. Charles 
union, is also seeking to negotiate 
Elrod, business representative of old 
independent agreement for men. 

Next sessions of the Nationa] Labor 
Relations Board to hear film indus- 
try complaints has been tentatively 
set. for Nov. 22. The squawks of art 
directors, decorators and set design- 
ers that producers refused to ne- 
gotiate will be bunched at the one 
sitting. William Ringer resumes as 
examiner at hearings due to his 
familiarity with the picture biz 
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Government Monopoly of Film Biz 
Sensed in Jap Ban on Imports 


Tokyo, Oct. 15. 


| aR 
. Large number = Paes er onary ‘London Exhibs Nix 
y pre 
ere are now predicting that presen Propaganda Bureau 





ban on pix imports and strict regu- | 
lations regarding export of coin may 
wind up with some sort of govern- | 
mental distribution monopoly. Two London, Oct. 15. 
important American distribs even Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Asso- 
went so far as to say that pretty ciation has turned down plan for 
definite info along that line was in | Official Press and Propaganda Bu- 
their possession 18 months ago. reau, demanded by majority of 
Truth of the matter is that nobody | members at the annual convention 
here knows for certain what is going |in June. Led by London branch, 
te happen along that line, because |members held such a department 
the government has not given even | Would perform valuable service in 
a hint that a monopoly is under con- | Maintaining constant press contact 
sideration. However, those familiar | and in abrogating adverse criticism 
with Japanese psychology and their | by public speakers. 
usual procedure in such matters Scheme was thought by higher-ups 
unanimously agree that the whole | as likely to be an embarrassment to 
thing goes deeper than just a matter | them, with the result they swayed 























of whittling down present adverse |influence against it, arguing the 
balance. probable cost of $25,000 annually 
Substantiating that idea, they | would be too high for the service 
point out that if exchange control, | rendered. 
only, were the desired objective, 
they have already achieved it be- 
cause no pix coin has left the coun- 
try since idsi July and none ean 
leave until the Finance Office 
chooses to issue the necessary per- 
mits. Additionally slapping on a 
complete ban of imports can then 
mean. only that the government 
doesn’t intend to permit foreign dis- . 
tribs to take in coin, even if stymied, 
beyond the period required to run | 
out the product now in the country. | 
War Cenvenient Alibi ' 
Government lays situash to the, 
current Sino-Jap fracas, but distribs London, Oct. 26. 
are now pretty well convinced that Provisional agreement for John 
the hostilities simply provides a |Maxwell to buy into the Odeon Cir- 
handy excuse for accomplishing | cuit, $30,000,000 chain operating more 
something which has been brewing | than 100 houses, including the new 
for quite a long time. Government | Odeon, former Alhambra in Leices- 
action in the past, in restricting |ter Square, was negotiated at a 
production and forbidding expan- | luncheon conference with Alexander 
sion by Ford and General Motors | Korda, Murray Silverstone and Oscar 
here is offered as examples of in-| Deutsch. Immediately after the 
tention of Japs to discourage activi- huddle Korda and Silverstone sailed 
ties of foreign outfits as much as | for N. Y., arriving there on Tuesday 
possible. They also point out that | (26). 
operators in most every other line Odeon, in which Joe Schenck and 
have been eased out of the country | Silverstone are financially interested, 
and their organizations taken over|is undergoing a large program of 
by Japanese controlled companies | expansion, the culmination of the 
during the past few years. deal portends Maxwell’s booking 
Lending encouragement to those | problems greatly minimized on the 
who are advocating a monopoly, a | product problem. 
prominent Jap distrib of foreign pix | Latter’s connection with United 
has passed out the info that, as the re- | Artists and Odeon has been further 
sult of observation while in America | strengthened by opening of ‘Stella 
recently, he can give assurance | Dallas’ at the Regal theatre, a Max- 
that plenty of American product | well holding, on Oct. 29, for a run. 
(presumably independent) will be | Other UA’er, ‘Dead End,’ will follow. 
available when wanted. Evidently This is the first UA booking at this 
this is being circulated to counteract | theatre in five years. 
announced plan of members of 
American Motion Pix Association e 
here to withhold product from the Japan Lifts Ban to 
Manchuokuo monopoly. As a matter Permit ‘100 Men’ Entry 
of fact, it’s pretty well known that Tokyo, Oct. 15. 
the prime movers of the Man-| Finance Office permitted entry of 
chuokuo monopoly have an idea that | Universal's ‘100 Men and a Girl,’ 
the American distribs are just fool- | eyen though subject arrived subse- 
ing, and, when the time comes, will | quent to deadJine set, Sept. 4. 
fal} in mee. Several subjects of other com- 
Natives Ne Like, Either panies will probably receive the 
Certain Japs, prominent in the biz, | same concession, 
are not at all satisfied with the pros- 
pect of a government monopoly of . : ; 
foreign pix distribution, but it’s |Prove the idea that import ban is 
doubtful if their influence will b2 | ‘directed largely toward building up 
felt, if and when the decision is | ome industry is the inclusion of 
finally made to give it a try. Others | ™@W film negative in the list of more 
who will put up a scrap for inde- than 300 import items listed as taboo 
pendent distribution are the smaller | {tom now on. Heretofore Eastman 
Jap exchanges, handling foreign in- |@2d Agfa have supplied most of the 
dependents. Most of them came | "aw negative used here and pro- 
into the field only recently and rep- | ducers express some doubt as to the 
resent but a very small percentage | ability of home manufacturers to 
of the total volume. supply all requirements. Prices are 
Although consensus of opinion, | still skyrocketing and are bound to 
among American distribs, seems to |go higher. American companies who 
be that sufficient foreign product is | 47 tilting and printing dupes here 
dn hand to service the country for | state that print costs have gone up 
at least six months, the big exhibs | aTound 33% during the past few 
are showing signs of worry because | months. 
all companies are attempting to hold As an indication of attitude of 
back good product in anticipation of | some distribs toward possibility of 
the time when actual shortage | improved conditions here, United 
comes. This will probably cause the | Artists yesterday lopped 10 from 
release of a large number of weaker | their local staff, while Universal sev- 
subjects, together with reissues, for | eral days ago dispensed with 4. A. A. 
the next few months. Hope seems | Lowe, U.A. manager, leaves today 
to be that on the tag end exhibs will | for Manchuokuo to wind up the 
be willing to up the ante for the | affairs of his company in that terri- 
supers, itory. Similar action by all others 
Another development tending to | will be taken this month. 








(IN ORDER TO SEE 
WHERE THEY ARE 
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Whichever Way the New 
British Quota Act Goes, 
American Producers Must 
Know How to Chart Their 
Commitments for Studio 
Space, Players, Stories, 
Etc.—Mushrooming Local 
Indies for That Quickie 
Coin 


LOCAL ANGLES 


London, Oct. 26. 

Despite the numerous intricacies 
incorporated in the recommended 
quota law proposals, and the fact 
that even those who originally drew 
these up believe several will have 
to be altered, representatives of 
American distribution companies 
will strive for early ratification oz 
the new British quota law. They 
feel that this is only fair to them be- 
cause upon the shape that new 
measure takes will largely depend 
their commitments on studio space, 
players, stories, directors, etc. 


Even in the face of this desire to 
eliminate prolonged debate or need- 
less delay, there are so many ramifi- 
cations that there now seems small 
chance of the quota measure being 
approved before the end of Decem- 
ber or early January, 1938. 


The White Paper, which comprises 
all recommendations of the board of 
trade to Parliament for considera- 
tion by that body, would be im- 
proved if altered, according to the 
opinion of those who drew it up. 
That is their latest belief. Then 
there are the English exhibitors and 
producers to be considered, as well 
as U. S. distributors. 


Currently, the proposed measure 
mentions only labor costs. American 
representatives are hopeful that 
just what constitutes labor costs will 
be fully clarified or other production 
costs included in the law specifica- 
tions. They want to know just what 
represents labor costs; if they will 
include cost of sets, costumes and 
equipment. They are certain that 
negative costs can’t be included in 
labor expenditure budgets. The way 
the proposals now read, expendi- 
tures are figured as so much per foot 
labor costs, with $15 per foot on a 
feature film good for two quota pic- 
tures. 

Also in the argument over the out- 
line that the quota law is to take 
will be the voice of 12 small studios 
and almost as many quickie pro- 
ducers. It is obvious that they are 
bucking the campaign towards larger 
productions, as outlined by certain 
major U. S. distributor-producer in- 
terests. Their contention is that the 
elimination of small minimum films 
will bankrupt them. 


Because there are so many of 
them, eventually, they may -have a 
Say-so in proceedings. They have 
mushroomed into existence in the 
course of the past few years because 
of the practice by U. S. companies 
in buying up quickies for a negligible 
fee and then shelving them. 





Prepare for Heat Wave 
Montevideo, Oct. 22. 


conditioning of Metro theatre here 


tiago, Carrier system installed, with | 
equipment coming from N. Y. This | 
is in preparation for hot weather | 
since spring and summer season is 
about to start here. 





Balboa, Canal Zone, Oct. 18. 
Metro’s ‘Day at the Races,’ now at 
the Balboa Clubhouse, is credited | 
| with breaking’ the year’s grossin? 
record, 








Metro-Goldwyn is finishing air- | films before the old debts were 


and the house of same title at San- { 


|Gaumont-British Financial Status 
Ratified After Stormy Session 


Argentine Best Films Gaumont - British stockholders 
| meeting. though almost resulting in 
Award; Exhib Tax Lift a free-for-all, confirmed annual re- 


| port and accounts. Motion demand- 


15 ing Board of Trade inquiry into af- 
ie fairs of the Corporation was out- 




















Buenos Aires, Oct. 
Government prizes for achieve- wahed 
ments in domestic film production Held ae ee ero 
are proposed in a bill submitted to a agg ee rot Peer yenirg 
Parliament by a group headed by meeting attracted 800 stockholders, 
Argentine Yeputy Saceslions oan including many employees of the 
Draft calls for yearly awards total- corporation recently presented with 
ing 105.000 pesos small parcels of stock, latter element 


: : _ | proving too powerful for the sub- 
Prizes would be given for a pic 


ies stantial body of opposition to the 
from an original story, a feature at | Board. 


least half of which would consist of | 
native exteriors and show the habits fe 
and customs of the people, and sec- | 
ond awards in each of the above | > 


nal , sheet by declaring the corporation 
classes. Additional prizes would be had something like 100 subsidiar es, 
given for the best cartoon and the} 


: : | whose interests were gradually be- 
best instructional film. | ing consolidated, after which the 
Terms of the draft specify that at board hoped to issue a comprehen- 
least 80% of the artistic and techni- sive statement. Ne xt ye ar's ther tre 





Isidore Ostrer’s speech reiterated 
atures of the report, and dispoved 
of demands for consolidated balance 


























cal staff of the pix must be native or | profits, Ostrer said, should top th's 
naturalized Argentines. Also pro- | year’s figure of $2,808,510, and the 
vides for the exemption from taxes | overdraft of $4,100,000 with Nations! 
of all first-run houses showing Provincial Bank would be subsian- 
least 24 Argentine pix annually. tially reduced. 

Criticism by opposing stockhold- 
| ers centered on the fate of the 
| $3,834,000 marked off as losses on 

W i LL A p Dp k A L production and distribution in the 
| accounts, and why theatre profit had 
dropped nearly $770,000 in a year. 
Independent stockholders commitice 
- | therefore demanded further inves:i- 
| gation, discrediting items in the ac- 
| counts such as shares in subsidiaries, 
| valuation of theatres and other 
property at $10,000,000, and moved 
| for the Board of Trade investigation 
| of affairs of the corporation. 
Many comments were drowned in 
Buenos Aires, Oct. 12. uproar and interruption, sugges. 2 

American distribution company | of organized campaigning, and u ii- 
representatives are bearing the | mately the board gained support of 
brunt of recent devolpments in the| 2 secctcienll of those present. 

Hector J. Bini anti-trust action) 

against the Argentine Association of ° y ¢ y 
Film Distributors. As the case now Chaplin S$ Modern Times 
stands, it must be passed on by the B ked f Ja 

supreme court. An adverse ruling 

in this tribunal may cause the as- 00 or pan at 
sociation to revise its present methods 

of distribution, with local exhibitors 906 Guarantee Vs, 507, 
believing that it will result in a con- 

siderable upheaval in biz. 

Verdict of the criminal court of Charlie Cheetiats Uelere timed 
Buenos Aires, in sentencing the|has finally been contracted for 
managing directors and sales man- Japan, according to A. A. Lowe, U. 
agers of distribution companies .of| 4, representative here. Deal was 
the Argentine Association of Film| made with Shochiku, terms of which 
Distributors, has created a furore in permit release in any spots desired. 
this country. The association ap-| present plan is understood to call for 
pealed to the Criminal Court of Ap-/ gay and date showing in 12 spots, 
peal on the verdict. Outcome was| and guarantee of $50,000 against 50% 
that the verdict was confirmed. Each | of gross, 
defendant was handed a preventive 
prison and property embargo of) 
ee DENHAM STUDIOS SHOW 

ose sen included Guy P.! 
Morgan and Armando Maida (UA), GAIN CUTS RESTORED 
Harry Novak and Angel R. Sualdo’ ’ 
(WB), Onofroe Moner and Bernardo | 
G. Curell (MG), Clarence C. Margon London, Oet. 15. 
and Alfredo Muruzeta (Col), Carlos Because operations for the eiczht- 
Glucksmann (RKO-Radiolux )., Joba | month period between May, 1936, 
B. Nathan and Sigfrido Bauer (Par), | and January, 1937, showed a profit, 
Enrique Gil (20th-Fox), Monroe Isen | salary cuts made at London Films’ 
and Enrique Pardo (U), Adolfo Z. Denham studios have been restored 
Wilson (Terra), Julio Joly (Joly). | partially or in full, Slashes had 

Suit of Hector Bini is held by’ been made as an economy measure. 
local cinema officials to be the fa-| Workers making less than $50 week- 
miliar exhibitor action to obtain | ly will get their old pay back, while 
product from leading distributors.| those earning $50 to $100 will have 
Actual operation of the cinema was | 50% of old wage restored and cer- 


‘by another party, Bini being only tain promises. 
| rentals, the distributors claim, an- 
| other man went in as operator of! ing to statement by the board. This 


the owner of the theatre. After the London Films’ actual profit for pe- 
first exhibitor failed to pay his film riod covered - totaled $179,200, less 
allowance for depreciation, accord- 


|the theatre. Distribs refused new | six months is the first uninterrupted 


period of operation at Denham be- 
cleared up. | couse the studios were still being 
annie | constructed and organization being 
' readied before May last vear, board 
Par to Distrib Tito reported. 


MOSKOWITZ BACK 
Harry Moskowitz, ex: ve in 
M-G’s construction department, has 


Cuizar Mexican Pic 





‘RACES’ CLICKS IN PANAMA | The Mexican-made ‘Amapola- del returned from San Juan, Puerto 


|Camino,’ which stars Tito Guizar, | 
|now under contract to Paramount,' nected with proposed new theatre 


Rice. where he was on business con- 


has been taken for distribution by | there. 

Par throughout the world, excepting! Construction department has about 

Mexico. finished a survey picliminnary to 
It’s a musica! produced by Grovas. | building of acw house. 








inline seitee ntiantn 5 mel 


23 RERUN PRY Paso 8, 

















VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 27, 1937 


Se 


eo 4 


THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF HILARITY! 
“MERRY-GO-ROUND > 1938° 


A TEN-STAR FUN FROLIC with BERT LAHR 
JIMMY SAVO - BILLY HOUSE -: ALICE BRADY 
MISCHA AUER > JOY HODGES + LOUISE FAZENDA 
— KING» BARBARA READ « DAVE APOLLON 273." 


orchestra 
Screen Play by Monte Brice and A. Dorian 
Otvos « Original story by Monte Brice and 
Henry Myers - Directed by Irving Cummings 


Produced by 


B. G. pe SYLVA 








ALICE FAYE .. 


“YOU'RE A SWEETHEART’ 


Songs and Music by Harold Adamson 
and Jimmy McHugh 


PRODUCED BY 


pees FRANK JENKS 
(eR meh ace MURPHY The comic cab driver of 


New rage and dancing hit of ‘*100 Men and a Girl”! 
‘‘Broadway Melody. of 1938"’! 


CHARLES WINNINGER 


Lovable hit of ‘‘Three Smart Girls”’ 
and ‘‘Showboat”’ radio program! 


WILLIAM GARGAN 
ANDY DEVINE 


Scream of ‘‘A Star Is Born”’ 
and Jack Benny’s radio program! 


FRANCES HUNT 


Singing beauty of Benny Goodman's Orch. 


DONALD MEEK B, G. DE SYLVA 
|e ae ee, ee ee ee ee 


Radio's millions laugh with him! 


OSWALD 


Ken Murray's ‘‘Oh—yeah”’ stooge! 


THE DIAMOND BROS. 
CASPER REARDON 


Screen play by Monte Brice 
and Charles Grayson 


Directed by 


DAVID BUTLER 


who directed Eddie Cantor in 
‘“‘Ali Baba Goes To Town’”’ 
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The world can't get enough of her! 
DEANNA DURBIN . 


“MAD ABOUT MUSIC’ 


Directed by NORMAN TAUROG Produced by JOE PASTERNAK 


Academy Award sell Fale Mell a-toh del ame) | Story and anhehe he y cot aa Kohner 
“You Can’t Have Everything”! nd Ma 


” \She dé unbeliewably louvely’’ ~NEW YORK TIMES 


AMERICA WILL THRILL TO HER CONTINENTAL ALLURE! 


Daniztte DARRIEUX 


in “THE RAGE OF PARIS" 


Directed by HENRY KOSTER who gave you ‘“‘Three 
Smart Girls’’ and ‘100 Men and a Girl’’! 


Story by HENRY KOSTER and FELIX JACKSON 


Uae inutile attese of tee set 
A SAddded mM. STAHL  Propucrion 





% mn & os a") 
~e _ i" ad A es a‘/ 
K E X C H 1A NGE! 
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: ; ; : : ‘ 
CONQUEST Writers succeed in keeping foremost | oe Borrowing Trouble GRUNER FELDER 
c, ramantie, features "concurrent! | Miniature R er 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. with Napoleon’s military exploits. Inka re eviews Hollywood, Oct. 26. (‘Green Fields’) 
Metro-Goldwyn Mayer release of = hip aig arate Saag ea ie 20th Gontnry Pee oe of Max Geiden (AMERICAN MADE) 
H. Hyman’'s _ production. Stars sretii | a high spot in e spectacie. Lowaras production. virected by Fran > - PRY OF New Star Film Co. release of C j 
2 aa “‘haries Bover: 3 Regi- : F : : > screenplay by *hapi ‘ - b 0. ase ollective 
Garbo and Charles Hover; features way (the end of the film the excitement || ‘Conquest’ (MG). Impressive, || Story and screenplay by Robert Chapin and | )Ofuctions Author: Pereta Hirshieia: ine 
Whitty, Alan Marshall, Leif Erickson, C. | of the return from Elba and the historical romantic drama of family created by Katherine Kavanaugh; | Tected by Jacob Ben Ami and Edgar G, 
Henry Gordon, Directed’ by | Clarence | preparations for Waterloo are pic- the love affairs of Marie Wal- camera, Edward Snyder; Asst. director, | bromicre mt Squire, Me Yo eee a ort 
Brown. Based on a book by Waclaw Gasi-| tured. The scenes of the farewell . Garb d William Eckhardt; film editor, Hanson | Running time, 103 mins. Mie eee 
<i Hele . : : ewska and Napoleon (Garbo an nd “ : g ‘ m 
orowski and dramatization by eien : d h +t 2S - Fritch: musical direction by Samuel Kay- x ¥ ” ae ae 
> 1 F stein, , between the soldier and his mistress first ; om ; ; Cast, Michael Goldstein, Helen Beverley, 
Jerome. screenplay by Sutenrman: musical | @re splendidly conceived. No pic-|| Charles Boyer), for special firs lin, Previewed at the Uptown, L. A., Oct. | Isidore Cashier, Anna Appel, Leo Noimi 
Salka, Vierzel and S$, N. Behrman; musical | € s ° : ‘AIP 20. Running time, 59 mins. - . \ , v7.” Guul “Tevine. 
ae e, Herbert Stothart; camera, sad ‘ture of the year has had a better run openings—and then the ee ga & . sod. Prowl ee ee Soe Vodnoy, Saul Levine, 
Freund: film editor, Tom Held. Previewes script , cl 2an-up. Beceeeerreeeeeeeeeress Ted p " 
. 2 : : - Bonnie Jones...............-Shirley Deane 
at Four Star theatre, L. A., Oct. 22. Run- Ww ° heaped Ps 
F 3 mins alewska role would seem to be ‘ -Go-Round of 1938 Mrs. Jénn Jones... ..5..<. Spring Byington PP : : : 
ning time, 115 mins, a natural for Garbo Part calls for . Merry G aoe ith Herbert Thompson......... Russell Gleason (In Yiddish, With English Titles) 
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A big picture into which the Metro 
studio has thrown the full power of 
its production forces, its ranking 
woman star and a superlative sup- 
porting cast. ‘Conquest’ rates as the 
highest priced negative of the sea- | 
son, It is said to have cost $2,600,000. | 
Visually, it bears the mark of ex- | 
travagant effort, 


With Greta Garbo and Charles 
Boyer teamed as co-stars, in the | 
characters of Marie Walewska, Po- 
iish mistress, and Napoleon Bona- 
parte, lover and soldier, the film is a 
romantic mixture of fact and fic- 
tion which captures the pageantry of 
the period. the fierceness of war and 
the pathetie sacrifice of human hap- 
piness.on the altar of ambition. In- 
tensely emotional in spots, it is a 
moving and satisfying entertainment, 
the commercial success of which will 
depend upon its presentation and 
advance ballyhoo. | 


Story of the Walewska incident in 
the career of Napoleon is unfamiliar 
to the masses. either has the sub- 
ject been exploited in advance of the 
film release by a successful stage or 
popular novel version. On this ac- 
count, the project challenges show- 
manship, exploitation engagements 
and heavy prior advertising. Other 
films of equal or greater production 
investment have had the benefit of 
harbingers in play or book form to 
prepare the public. ‘Conquest’ starts 
from scratch for cash appeal, except 
insofar as the considerable draw of 
the star and cast names may be 
valued. 


Production is expertly handled by 
Bernard H. Hyman. The settings are 
lavish and authentic. Hundreds of 
minor players participated in some 
of the exterior scenes. Photography 
and effects are near perfect. There 
is polish and professional finish to 
the whole job, which gives it im- 
portance. Herbert Stothart has com- 
posed a stirring score. 

Major credit goes to Clarence 
Brown for direction. It is probably 
his best work, a difficult and exact- 
ing task because of the wide range 
of the story from boudoir intimacies 
to European diplomacies. He has 


ae a neat balance through- 
out. 


The Walewska episode in itself is 
a thrilling romance. Dramatic events 
led to the meeting of the young Po- 
lish countess (she was 18 at the 
time) and Napoleon, when the latter 
visited Warsaw at the height of his 
military successes. He was enrap- 
tuted by her beauty and wooed her 
ardently. The. curt but impassioned 
notes which he sent to her reveal 
his earnestness and desire. Text of 
the originals are shown in the film. 
She capitulated when he promised 
that her country would gain by her 
surrender, 


Therefore, at intervals and dt such 
rare moments when the Emperor 
was not otherwise occupied, they 
were together in Austria and Paris. 
She joined him during his banish- 
ment to Elba. Napoleon auto- 
biography refers to her and their son 
in affectionate terms. Of the, Em- 
pcror’s three sons, the child of their 
union, Alexandre Walewski, born in 
1810, achieved the greatest diplo- 
matic distinction. He served France 
as special envoy to London and 








|is exploited to the public. 


makes the character understoud as a | 
man apart from ordinary humans, a | 
blazing individualist acting under | 
reckless urges of ambition for power. | 


and failures which is excellently | 
given and is a fine bit of imaginative 
writing. 

In the large supporting cast an 
opportunity for exceptional acting 
bits is offered Reginald Owen, as 
Talleyrand; Alan Marshail, who 
makes a striking Capt. D’Ornano; 
Henry Stephenson, as Count Wal- 
ewski; Dame May Whitty, as Napo- 
leon’s mother, and Marie Ouspens- 
kayo, who plays a charming comedy 
scene with Boyer. Others whose 
work is outstanding are Ceif Erik- 
con. as Paul Lachinski, brother of 
Walewska, George Zucco, C. Henry 
Gordon. Claude Gillingwater, and 
Ivan Lebedeff. ‘ ‘ 

An important picture is ‘Conquest 
with its box office values commen- 
surate with its investment to be de- 
veloped by the manner in —, it 

in. 





Merry-Go-Round of 1938 


Glendale, Calif., Oct. 26. 


Universal release of B. G. DeSylva pro- 
duction. Features Bert Lahr, Jimmy Savo, 
Billy House, Alice Brady, Mischa Auer, 
Joy Hodges, Louise Fazenda, John King 
and Barbara Read. Directed by Irving 
Cummings. Story by Monte Brice and 
Henry Myers; screenplay by Brice and A. 
Dorian Otvos; songs, Jimmy McHugh and 
Harold Adamson; photography, Joseph Val- 
entine; film editors, Ted Kent and Charles 
Maynard; dances, Carl Randall; asst. di- 
rector, Joseph A, McDonough; musical di- 
rector, Charles Previn. Previewed at Alex- 
ander theatre, Oct. 19, 37. Running time, 





0 mins, 

Serr 90s bases 0aecccets Bert Lahr 
Jimmy..... occbe seme ccesticoeons Jimmy Savo 
Rae aa etHltsees ioteee Billy House 
Aunt Hortense. ........seeeeees Alice Brady 
Miacha....:.:.. Diissks veceee ces Mischa Auer 
Bally Brow. ....cces-csscesece Joy Hodges 
Mrs. Penelope Updike...... Louise Fazenda 
Tony Townsend..........ecee-+% John King 
Clarice Stockbridge.......... Barbara Read 
ADOMNOR . ccccncccccceccvecons Dave Apollon 
Col, PrOOKs. 66s veiicvcescreces Richard Carle 
Oe PUTT TLE RTE Howard Cantonwine 
DAVO CORK.) csc cccacecces Charles Williams 
The Battie’. io... seve Joao Charlies Coleman 
Sally (young girl)......-.+0. «+++ Joyee Kay 
"Finnie TOOT os. 4s. 0kssteseses ec Fay Helm 
Bes. Driver... .. esc crcescesscsvec John Kelly 
Trap Drummer.....,... Beverly Ann Welch 





Loaded with laughs and some very 
catchy music, ‘Merry- of 
1938, is aimed for big time, first-run 
single bills and will stand the strain. 
It is good entertainment, well di- 
rected and produced. It contains no 
social message for the betterment of 
the human race—only proof that ex- 
pert, comedians, .when handed good 
material (even if some of it is sec- 
ond-hand), are guarantee of satis- 
fying amusement and audience ap- 
proval. 

Bert Lahr, Jimmy Savo, Billy 
House and Mischa Auer are tossed 
into a wild farcical story which 
gives each of them a chance to do 
his stuff. While they are off Alice 
Brady and Louise Fazenda do their 
turns. There is plenty for the cus- 
tomers who like fun, and a bit of 
sentiment, too, which is supplied by 
Joy Hodges and John King. All the 
necessary ingredients of a good show 


|have been assembled by Buddy de 


Sylva, who has had a hand in enough 
stage and film musicals to know 
what it is all about. : 

This one is about an old-time 
vaudeville quartet, the Grand Street 











Florence, as minister of state and 
foreign affairs, and before his death 
in 1868 he was president of the, 
Chamber. 

That is the story which ‘Conquest’ | 


tells, concluding with Napoleon's | 
captivity and departure for St. | 
Helena under British escort. 


Crammed into the last seven years | 
of his statesmanship and his amaz- | 
ing life were more drama, more hap- | 
penings that left their impress on | 
mankind than fell to any individual 
of the 19th century. 


Comedy Boys, who adopt and bring 


House, and a hilarious characteriza- 
tion of a returned Arctic hunter by 
Lahr. It is topped off by Savo doing 
his standard ‘River Keep Away 
from My Door,’ and Lahr giving an 


He reads a soliloquy on his defeats | unexpurgated version of ‘The Tree 


Chopper,’ followed by a burlesque 
wrestling match. Song numbers are 
repeats from Broadway shows, but 
they are effectively spotted here, and 
get over big. 

Alice Brady does the society dame 
in her best style. Miss Fazenda is 
funnny as a boarding house propri- 
etress. There is special interest in 
Miss Hodges, who since the comple- 
tion of the film has gone to Broad- 
way to support George M. Cohan in 
‘I'd Rather Be Right.’ Looks as if 
she will go places. 

There are two original numbers, 
‘You’re My Dish’ and ‘More Power 
to You,’ by Jimmy McHugh and 
Harold Adamson, both sung by Miss 
Hodges. Dave Apollon and his band 
provide a comedy sequence and bits 
are played by Richard Carle, Bar- 
bara Read, Charles Coleman and 
Beverly Ann Welch. 

Irving Cummings has directed to 
get the best from the comedy situa- 
tions and the specialties. Film has 
size, if not a great deal of polish, 
and the production is liberal in sets. 

It’s affirmative box office. Flin. 


LADY FIGHTS BACK 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Universal release of Edmund Grainger 
production. Features Irene Hervey, Kent 
Taylor. Directed by Milton Carruth, From 
novel ‘Heather of the High Hand,’ by Ar- 
thur Stringer: screenplay by Brown Holmes 
and Robert T. Shannon; photography, Mil- 
ton Krasner; dialog director, John Raw- 


lins; special effects, John P. Fulton. At 
Pantages, week Oct, 20, ‘37. Running 
time, 61 mins. 

Heather McHale........ rem eks Irene Hervey 
we | PSs See Kent Taylor 
Doug McKenzie............. Wm. Lundigan 
} es SPPOree Pe ee reer Terry yr? Willie Best 
og SEP Ae er ee ee re .-Frank Jenks 
MRSS 6G 6 6004 0% 6 0.59.00 660% Joe Sawyer 
PEON Fo 6606035 Wiadevessidane Paul Hurst 
Commissioner Allan......... Ernest Cossart 
ROIs 0 orc Vee y ic cvus pee ede Chic Chandler 
UP ns. 6.00 0.40404 46s 6004.06 0440 80s Si Jenks 


Sir Daniel’ McAndrews..Jerald Oliver Smith 





This one is about the wide open 
spaces where men are men and the 
giant power corporation builds a 
dam—which provides the -necessary 
plot from which fillers for the dual 
programs are made. It is close to 
familiar formula. There’s a pretty 
girl \-ho battles to save the beauties 
of nature, a young engineer who 
licks the local bully, a sprinkling of 
legal notices which confuse the 
workmen and the audience, and a 
bie clinch finale when girl and 
engineer get together after the dam 
is completed and. the salmon in the 
saver have been saved from destruc- 
ion. 

Story is from a novel by Arthur 
Stringer, mers by Brown Holmes 
and Robert T. Shannon along con- 
ventional melodramatic lines. Irene 
Hervey is the attractive girl of the 
northwoods and Kent Taylor is the 
dam builder. . 

Milton Carruth has directed with 
an eye on the scenery and pieced 
together a mild tale of conflict which 
holds the interest. Outdoor views 
are well selected and footage is given 

some extremely absorbing shots 
of salmon on the annual upstream 
pilgrimage. 

Performances of the two leads are 
convincing. Miss Hervey is easy to 


enthusiasm, and Taylor infuses a lit- 





up the daughter of a wire perform- 
er, fatally injured during her act. 
Backgrounded against tht two-a-day 
of 20 years ago, the story by Monte 
Brice and Henry Myers contains 
some amusing cracks on show life 
of the period. Boys finally get their 
chance for their Palace (N.Y.) book- 
ing, but the date is canceled when 
the youngster gets the mumps and 
the act is quarantined. Girl later is 


When his world | brought out as a singer and makes 
of military power finally collapsed, |a hit. 


Then she meets the society 


only a few clung faithfully to the | boy who wants to marry her, but his 


man. Walewska, according to the) 
reco-c, was among them. } 

In the screenplay by Samuel Hof- | 
fe;-te'n, Salka Viertel and S. N.| 
Behrman not too great liberties have 
been taken with the historical facts. | 


family can’t stand the stage career. 
What follows is a frameup by the 


foster-father comedians to break 
down the snob resistance. They re- 
sort to wild extremes, which in- 


clude a Yogi act by Auer and Savo, 


tl: humor into a routine role. In 
support are William I undigan, Wil- 
lie Best, Frank Jenks and Ernest 
Cossart. Film fits nicely alongside of 
a society drama. Flin. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

C. C. Burr purchased screen rights 
to ‘Dusty River,’ musical galloper, 
from Barry Barringer and Eleanor 
Maronde. 

‘The Fight’s On,’ stage comedy by 
Hagar Wilde, Ernest V. Heyn and 
Elliott Nugent. acquired by Para- 
mount as possible vehicle for Irene 
Dunne. 

‘Uncensored.’ novel by Oscar _E, 
Millard, bought by 20th-Fox. . 





watch and delivers her lines with 


itors. 


None of the homely humor and 
nostalgic flavor of the Jones family 
has been sacrificed in the successful 
effort to inculcate a good neighbor 
theme. Writers have pounced upon 
the big brother idea, the voluntary 
adoption into the family circle of an 
incorrigible youngster who needs the 
influence of some affectionate en- 
vironment. Stranger is excellently 
and humanly played by Marvin 
Stephens. 

Original cast is held intact. Jed 
Prouty is the blustery father who at 
first doesn’t like the idea of taking 
in a strange boy: Spring Byington is 
the wise mother who handles the do- 
mestic complications; George Ernest 
is the pal of the newcomer, and 
Kenneth Howell, June Carlson and 
Shirley Deane are in their previous 
roles as children. 


When the tough kid’s older brother 
and pals rob a store, suspicion points 
to the youthful Stephens and Ernest. 
Boys speak up at the right time and 
clear themselves. Behind the melo- 
drama of the robbery and the chase, 
the family is concerned with the 
wedding of the oldest daughter, 
Miss Deane, to Russell Gleason. 


Continued public interest in the 
Jones saga proves the financial 
strength of down-to-earth narratives 
about the life, hopes and happen- 
ings in a normal American family 
residing in a small town. 


Frank R. Strayer does a good di- 
recting job and makes his points 
without overdoing the preachment. 
Robert Chapin and Karen De Wolf 
have done a neat script. 

Joneses hayen’t yet reached im- 
portant first runs as the leadoff film, 


but they qualify on duals every- 
where. Flin, 





Thanks for Listening 
(WITH SONGS) 


Maurice Conn release of Conn production. 
Stars Pinky Tomlin. Directed by Marshall 
Neilan, Story by John BK. Clymer. Songs 
by Pinky Tomlin, Connie Lee, Al Heath, 
Buddy LaRoux; camera, Jack Greenhalgh, 


musical director, Connie Lee; film editor, 
Martin G. Cohn. At Strand, B’klyn, week 
Oct. 21, "37. Running time, 60 mins, 
co MTT eeseeseeesess Pinky Tomlin 
TOOTS ecccccccccccvcccessess Maxine Doyle 
Lal cocece ps cqebsepizenenccd Aileen Pringle 
RS Er er ae ae Claire Rochelle 
SE eer rererer. & Henry Roquemore 
ND 53:05 6 0.ab neacassdearas Rafael Storm 
aa da 65 5 4 3:3.1.6% 2.4 oS 6 KS George Lloyd 
oo ee | e 
MEE ob 00.06 64 40.00 0s se | Three Brian Sisters 
Sally..... Wekdhsheacsu J 

ED ees 040 84.4 445 aN obs pac Bery] Wallace 
EE BN o9.4.4'ws o4.s Ah 1be0 berbk c Eliot Jones 


Nothing especially hilarious in this 
one, It's a slow, so-so comedy with 
some fair tunes, and will get by as 
a dualer. As an excuse for display- 
ing Pinky Tomlin’s voice and agree- 
able personality, it’s just that and no 
more. ; 

Tomlin, as Homer, is the innocent 
stooge for a gang, of high-class clip 
artists. Aileen Pringle heads this 
gang of musical comedy thiévés, who 
set him up in Reno as a professional 
confessor at. five .bucks a confess. 
They go to work on a cowboy but- 
ter-and-egg man to discover. the lo- 
cation of his gold mine via:a dicta- 
phone, but this dastardly plot is 
foiled and Homer gets his duck farm 
and girl. 

Several specialties are thrown in 
to fill out this naive musical, best 
of which is a pretty child accordion- 
ist who has talent. Cast doesn’t do 
very well in its efforts at comedy 
which is pretty dated stuff. The 
songs, “The Love Bug Will Bite You,’ 
‘I Like to Make Music’ and ‘In the 
Name of Love’ are suited to Tom- 
—- personality and he delivers them 
well. 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Keye Luke's player. option lifted 
at 20th-Fox. 


Kay Van Riper signatured new 
Metro scripting ticket, 
John Patrick's. scripting. option 





picked up at 20th-Fox. . 


I 


ever, a rival farmer seeks to lure the 
scholar away, in order to make a 
match for his daughter. That doesn’t 
come off, because the girl is in love 
with a neighbor, brother of the girl 
whom the scholar finally wins for 
himself. Thus the happy ending. 

The cast comprises members of the 
Artef and the Yiddish Art Theatre 
(Maurice Schwartz) groups, and they 
give commendable performances, 
particularly Helen Beverley. 

This Peretz Hirshbein folk-drama 
was first seen on the New York 
(Yiddish) stage some 17 years ago, 
so it’s net a new piece. 

Direction deserves praise for the 
kindly, understanding manner in 
which this simple folk-story has 
been handled and performed. Here 
and there the camera shows faults, 
but in the main the lens work is of 
a high order. 

The English titles are okav. 

Shan. 


SIEBEN OHRFEIGEN 


(‘Seven Boxes on the Ear’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Berlin, Oct. 7. 
Ufa production and release. Directed by 
Paul Martin. Stars Lilian Harvey and 
Willy Fritsch. Screen play, BK. FE, Luthke 
and Paul Martin; dialog, Curt Goetz; 
music, Frieder Schroeder; camera Konstan- 


tin Irmen-Tschet. At Gloria Palast, Bere 
lin. Running time 98 mins, 
Astor TephankSs..ccccsescege..i Alfred Abe 


REE « iran 004d baned ent ncekes Lilian Harvey 
William Tenson MacPhab....Willy Fritsch 
Wennington Laskett...........Qskar Sima 
Earl of Wigglebottom........Erich Fiedler 
Mr. Strawman.....ess. eebebese Ernst Legal 





(In German) 
This is the best Lilian Harvey 
vehicle in many a moon. She is the 
only femme in an otherwise all male 
cast, which is made up of some of 
the best German troupers around. 
Paul Martin, who confines his direc- 
torial endeavours exclusively to 
Harvey pix, is again.in charge of 
this one. After a_ shilly-shally, 
floundering and unconvincing open- 
ing, he succeeds in getting every- 
thing under control and keeping it 
there up to the final clinch. 
Heftiest laurel wreath falls to Curt 
Goetz, who has outdone himself once 
more on the writing end. One might 
almost say he went too far, because 
one belly-laugh overlaps another, so 
that plenty of apparently sock gags 
are swallowed up. This is, however, 
no fault of his. Localities are not 
yet in the know about gaging laughs 
so’ that they won't get stepped on. 
Astor Terbanks is one of those 
magnates who, with but a careless 
snap of his well-manicured fingers, | 
can turn Wall street into a bediam. 
But William MacPhab, through one 
of these nonchalant snaps, has lost 
his worldly fortune, amounting to 
seven pounds, and is not the type to | 
take it and like it. Through a clever 
ruse he gets an audience with the ' 
steel king, calls him a thief and, be- 
fore getting the bum’s rush, advises 
him to keep tabs on the front page 
smears. 
To his great horror, Terbanks 
reads the next morning that, in re- 
venge for the seven pounds, the 
loser promises within the next week 
to box in public, once each day, his 
honorable ears. Most complicated 
precautions, such as a bodyguard of 
huskies, and locking himself up in a 
steel safe, do not prevent the in- 
genious Scotchman from carrying 
out his threat. For seven days run- 
ning Terbanks has to live through 
the humiliation of being made the 
laughing stock of the public through 
the press, which is in cahoots with 
MacPhab. Daisy Terbanks tries her 
hand at side-tracking the campaign, 
only to find herself, after the seventh 
ear-box, promising to love, honor 
and obey. 
Fritsch, passing deftlv from carica- 
ture to lover, is at all times like- 
able and convincing. Alfred Abel as 
the charming. nonchalant million- 
aire, is a decided asset, as well as 
Oskar Sima, who chips in with a 
breezy bit. 
_ Decidedly outstanding is the cleff- 
ing of a newcomer, Frieder Schroe- 





der. His incidental music is down- 
right eloquent... ' 
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TALL. TIMBERS 


{AUSTRALIAN MADE) 
Sydney, Sept. 25. 
Associated-British Empire Films release 
ef Cinesound production. Stars Shirley 
Ann Richards and Frank Leighton; fea- 
tures Frank Harvey, Campbell Copelin, 
Aileen Britten, Joe Valli, Harvey Adams, 
tonald Whelan. Directed by Ken G. Hall; 
story by Capt. Frank Hurley; cameraman, 


Georga Heath; sets designed by Eric 
Thompson; musical score by W. Hamil- 
ton Webber. At Lyceum, Sydney. Run- 
ning time, 85 mins, 


Built for the nabes and stix, this 
one can't lose. It already has broken 
records in out-of-town spots, and lit- 
tle difficulty should be experienced 
in securing fair city runs. Ken G. 
Hall has turned out so many suc- 
cesses for Cinesound thai he’s hailed 
as the local Frank Capra. 

The marquee names will not mean 
a thing abroad. Picture can’t expect 
to break into the American market, 
but should find the going easy in 
England. However, Hollywood tal- 
ent scouts may be interested in 
Shirley Ann Richards as a possible 
bet. 

To cop anything in the city, spon- 
sors will have to spot the film in the 
right house. It’s not for sophisticated 
audiences, but will pull those who 
like their screen fare in the raw. Ac- 
tion and continuity flow evenly. 

Smash climax is reached with a 
timber drive. Sequence is a real 
thrill and helps put the pic over. It’s 
about the best sequence put into a 
local production. Captain Frank 
Hurley’s story is a simple one, yet 
well told under Ken G. Hall’s di- 
rection. 

Rival companies are fighting over 


a new timber tract in New South 
Wales. Manager of one unit is hav- 
ing a secret affair with the sister 


of an overseer connected with the 
opposition, at the same time being 
engaged to the foster daughter of 
the owner of the opposition. Over- 
seer is accepting bribes to ruin his 


own concern, but following the ar- | 


rival of a new man there is a shift 
in affairs. New man finally turns 
out to be the long lost son of the 
timber owner. Story goes on to a 
clinch with the foster daughter, plus 
the death of both the overseer and 
crooked manager. 

Best acting is turned in by Aileen 
Britten, as the sister, and Frank 
Harvey, as the brother. Shirley Ann 
Richards and Frank Leighton sup- 
ply the romantic angle. Campbell 
Copelin is successful in the role of 
crooked manager. Photography is 
excellent. Sets by Eric Thompson 
are up to standard. 

Pictur® should return Cinesound a 
nice take from nabes and possibly 
will get additional coin from some 
city” spots. Rick. 


{ DUE MISANTROPI 


(The Two Misanthropists’) 
Rome, Oct. 15. 
Produced by Astra Film, Distributed by 
ENti features Nino Besozzi, Sergio 
Tofano, KMnrico Viarisio, Maria Denis, 
Camillo Pilotto. Directed by A. Palermi. 


Story plays at end of 19th century 
and starts with description of the 
life of the two misanthropists. Both 
are bachelors, who share a big 
house, isolated from contact with 
otber people. They are anti-social 
and eranky—Cosimo with his pas- 
sion for neatness and Damiano with 
penchant for getting things con- 
fused. Into all this bursts Betty, a 
wilful young lady who is trying to 
escipe from the.wrath of an irate 
and terrifying uncle. 

Betty is accompanied by a young 
man, and on the heels of these two 
follow a whole flock of others. As 
though it were not enough to disturb 
the peace and quiet of the establish- 
ment for a few hectic moments, the 
whole situation is prolonged by a 
cholera scare that results in the 
whole mob being quarantined to- 
gether. In the end everybody loves 
everybody else, Cosimo and Dami- 
ano are cured and there is much 
rinzing of. wedding bells. 

Pic had elements of a good farce, 
but not able to make the most of 
them. As is, it is an unpretentious 
and unimportant comedy. Heln. 





JUNGLE MENACE 


(SERIAL) 
Lincoln, Oct. 26. 


‘oluutbia release of Louis Weiss produc- 


tion Siurs Frank Buck; features Sasha 
Siemel, Reginald Denny, Bsther Ralston, 
Charlotte Henry. Directed by George M. 
Melford and Harry Fraser. Screenplay, 
Georgs Rosener, Sherman Lowe, Harry 
Hoyi, George Melford; alitor, Marl Tu ner 
At Varsity, Lincoln. Running time, <0 
inins (each episode), 15 chapters. 

Te WER s— 6ckwes kv aeeenes Frank Buck 
co ge | ee .....Sasha Siemel 
Se ee rer Reginald Denny 
po.) ...eeeeee Esther Ralston 
ot a a ney Charlotte Henry 
Tom Banning...........- William Bakewell 
Lightning....... base aewees Clarence Muse 
BSP er eee ... Willie Fung 
Murphy... coscscocecetseroy Mason 
MPOMEUEEs kc 6k so b.06 9 H00 0600060 uE Ee eee 
Robert Banningz.....--ccece- tichard Tucker 
Os SPE eo esse beso a 6s Duncan Renaldo 
mega EET OR EEE ES Fred Kehler, Jr. 
DEUOTOMOIE. « i6tcscsduscee . Sherwood Bailev 
Mi Maiitand ...Giertrude Suiton 
dang maa LEE EO OTE George Rosener 
nee re eae ls 
SS ee a ee ae John Davidson 
ON plbwralsn 0 cb. Sx eae eee Dirk Thane 
SINEMA POve. ss... 6s ....-Milburn Moranti 
oe, Oe PPP ET Cee Robert Warwick 


Campbell. ... ..Snub Pollerd 


Kids will like ‘Jungle Menace’ for 
its harem-scarum adventure and the 
presence of Frank Buck; »with- his 
Wild Animal Associates, Inc. Setting 


seems to be South America, with the 
rubber plantation biz as the back- 
ground, although the exact location 
is not mentioned. 
_ There are plenty of oldtime names 
in the cast, but none of them much 
as light-figures now. Reginald 
Denny is a_ plantation foreman, 
Esther Ralston an owner, Charlotte 
Henry and William Bakewell as the 
young love, for the top, and support 
are Clarence Muse, Willie Fung, 
Leroy Mason, Richard Tucker and 
Duncan Renaldo. 

Gangdom invades the rubber biz, 
with river pirates grabbing off ap- 


proved plantation cargo, marking 
changes for smuggling out of the 
country as contraband, Plantation 
owners want to band together to 
stamp out the outrages, but with 


Richard Tucker wearing two muggs, 
guiding operations of the owners on 
the one hand and the gang on the 
other, it’s a cinch to have the bad 
boys come out with five aces every 
time, 

Buck’s animals, the more experi- 
enced work of Denny, Ralston, Bake- 
well and Henry, are the features in 
performance. The billed Tiger Man, 
Sasha Siemel, is more of a furtive 
shadow than anything else. 

For those of adolescent 


tastes, 
only, 


Barn, 


120-AS TEMPO 
(‘80-Mile Speed’) 
HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Oct. 19. 








| Mozgokepipari production and release. 
| Scenario by Armand Szanto and Michael 
| Sze sen, adapted from their own play. 
| Dire ted by Laszlo Kardos. Music, Andor 
erinvary At Radius theatre, Budapest, 
Conrad TROPRG?. ou .<écestcde Bela Mihalyffy 
Marianne Thurner.......-sees: Lily Murati 
1Tibor Trev SCwey 2.0 oa ucee ces Lajos Basthy 
Uncle Richer vecnesc ces Bavee 
| Dr PPR er heer Kopeczi-Boocz 
Aunt Vilma Mariska Vizvary 
| Seeretary ..George Denes 


Zerinvary. At Radius theatre, Budapest, 


Stage comedy of which this is an 
adaptation was one of the big hits 
of recent years. Although the screen 
version suffers by being turned out 
rather cheaply, and might have been 
improved had it not been made to 
follow the stage play so closely, this 
|is a fairly well-made picture, Will 
| do well here and in the provinces. 

Bank president’s daughter, Mari- 
anne, notorious for reckless driving, 
knocks down a young man with her 
| car. He is Leviczky, just fired from 
| her father’s bank. Marianne is 
| afraid Daddy won't let her drive if 
|he finds out, so she makes out that 
Leviezky is a childhood friend, son 
of Daddy’s long-lost pal, and stages 
|a flirtation with him. By the time 
| Daddy finds out the truth, fake 
| flirtation has developed into real 
j love, boy has proved his mettle in 
the bank and all's well. 

Kabos’ old bookkeeper and Ko- 
peczi-Boocz as the family doctor are 
the main comedy assets. Maria 
Mezey, new on the screen, is an ef- 
fective vamp, and Lily Murati is well 
cast as the poor little rich girl who 
exceeds speed limits. Unfortunately 
she does not look her best on the 
screen; bad make-up spoils the effect. 
Hungarian films are still waiting for 
a full-fledged femme star; male out- 
put is far better. Jacobi. 


A FERFI MIND ORULT 


(‘All Men Are Mad’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Oct. 18. 


Reflekior production and release. Scenario 
by Miklos Vitez and Rezso Torok from 
the novel by Rezase Torok. Directed by 
Victor Geriler. Songs by Fred Markusk. 
At Royal Apollo theatre and Atrium, Buda- 
pest. 


i i errr ere Maria Y.azar 
mer Bevery. ....ccccscecssesses Paul Javor 
Jonas... ckhupnadsreseas .Antal Pager 
PRONE i cscevbioscceredsee Firoska Vaszary 
4 ree coee--e-- Gero Maly 
Olyv.. ...llona Dajbukat 
ch cews ave emeekeeueasee George Denes 


Played with verve and spirit by 
popular actors, with peppy direct- 
ing and many laughs in the dialog, a 
tuneful score and a clever dog in the 
cast, the silliest and most improbable 
story can be turned into good enter- 
tainmente ‘Men Are Mad’ is a good 
specimen of spirited fun without be- 
ing as distortedly burlesque as most 
of the recent comedies made locally. 
Made an excellent b.o. start. 


Story “concerns a wealthy South 
American widow and a _ penniless 
Bohemian painter who stay at the 
same hotel. Painter is in arrears 
with rent, cleans hotel guests’ boots 
to pay his way. Friend of his goes 
off with the widow’s shoes, which 
he needs because his fiancee has 
none in which to be married. Painter 
tries to recover the shoes, falls un- 
der suspicion of having _ stolen 
widow's pet dog in addition to her 
shoes, wins a medal and a fortune 
with portrait of dog, by means of 
which widow traces him, and after a 
score of other complications, solved 
by the dog, they are married. It 
doesn’t make much sense, but is 
amusing. 

Pager, in the part of the hotel 
boots, proves himself again a first- 
rate comedian. Javor is again made 
to sing and dance with a Gypsy 
band, as in all his pictures. He does 
it very well, but it’s a mistake to 
stereotype the characters he is given 
to play. Maria Lazar has charm 
and temperament, and better looks 
than most of her juniors on tne 
Hungarian screen. Jacobi, 





| 








, 

GUEULE D’AMOUR 
(‘Lady Killer’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, Oct. 15. 
An Alliance Cinematographique Euro- 
peenne release of a Raoul Ploquin produc- 
tion. Stars Jean Gabin, Mireille Balin, Fea- 


tures Rene Lefevre. Directed by Jean Gre- 
millon. Adapted from Andre Beucler’s story 





of same title by Charles Spaak Music, 
Arthur Honnegar. Camera, G. Rittau, At 
the Agriculteurs, Paris. Running time, 90} 
mins. 

Lucien Bourrache ....Jean Gabin 
Madeleine eh ..++ Mireille Balin | 
Rene ‘Chie ere ...-» Rene Lefevre | 
Madame ( vurto Marguerite Deval | 
M. Moreau..... : ; ...- Robert Casa |} 
M. Cailloux... Henri Poupon | 
Madame Cailloux . Jeanne Marken | 
Valet de Chambre ' ..Jd°an Ayimne } 
The Commander ; Pierre Magnier | 
Owner of Hotel Buffalo Pierre Etchpare 


(In French) 

This one was made for Jean Gabin, | 

a natural. And Gabin has pivoted | 
himself higher in star firmament by | 
hanging up the best piece of acting | 
he has ever done. The same might} 
be said for Mireille Balin. She keeps} 
the perce set by Gabin to make 
‘Gueuli d’Amour’ tops for French 
production and furnishes another 
reason why the standard in France 
is climbing to a higher level. It's} 


b.o. here and should do well else- 
where. a 
Spaak’s adaptation of Beucler’s 


story has been excellently done and} 
loses none of the virile punch of the} 
original yarn, Direction is sound, 
photography gpod, sound and sets) 
okay. 

Gabin never wavers or falters. He} 
slides from a tough Spahi-—colonial | 
cavalryman — who finds ’em, feeds 
‘em, loves ’em and forgets ’em, to 
the proprietor of a miserable cafe, 
disappointed in love and broken in 
spirit with almost perfect precision. 
Mireille Balin, one that he found 
while still in the army, was one he 
could not forget. She could not for- 


get him either, which caused her} 
death and him to become a mur- 
derer. 


Mireille Balin, for her part, shows 
that she can handle the role of the 
woman who lives on her wits with| 
studied suitability. Throughout she 
spreads the correct proportion of | 
emotions that spell the difference | 
between genuine love and selfish | 
greed. The former makes her want} 
Gabin even as an inconspicuous | 
civilian but makes the man she loves | 
kill her because she used the latter | 
to seduce his best friend. 

While the unhappy ending might | 
detract from the pull power with 
American audiences it is so excel- 
lently executed that it's reality can’t} 
be forgotten. It is a striking culmi-| 
nation of Gabin’s chase of the woman | 
and in turn, the woman chasing him. 

Released from the army he finds 
her luxuriously kept in Paris. He is, 
poor, he is common. She becomes} 
his mistress, but spurns him for the} 
older man who is doing the keeping | 
when it comes to a showdown. He} 
retires to a small provincial cafe to 





forget. His best friend of army days 
invites him to dinner to meet his! 
fiancee. | 


The fiancee does not come to the! 
dinner but is waiting for Gabin 
when he returns to his cafe. It is! 
Balin, ready to throw everything 
overboard for Gabin. It is his time 
to say no. She unleashes feminine 
scorn, ridicules his once being called 
‘Guele d'Amour’ and laughs at his 
pitiful plight. It is too mugh. He 
chokes her ahd then escapes the 
country with the aid of his friend. 

Hugo. 


ZU NEUEN UFERN 


(‘To New Shores’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Berlin, Oct. 6. 





Ufa production and release. Director, 
Detlef Sierck; features Zarah Leander an i} 
Willy Birgel. Screen play, Detlef Sierck | 
and Kurt Heuser, Camera, Franz Meih- | 
mayr. Sets, Fritz Maurischat. Music and) 
lyrics, Ralph Benatzky, At Ufa-Palast am} 
Zoo, Running time, 108° mins. | 
See eee ..-Zarah Leander | 
Sir Albert Finsbury Willy Birgel} 
ci a. Sra .... Viktor Staal 
DE, CO ia<csedes cecvecceesdarich Ziegel 
a OR 8 eae ere Hilde von Stolz 
GOVOTEOP ccccccccesss ... Mdwin Juergensen 
Mary, his daugtier........... Carola Hochn 
et Ar 
SE ME eth ed take ketene Robert Dorsay | 
Nelly, an inmat-. beeehaeasas lissi Arno | 
PrinGG@ OVOTHOEr...ccsccccoscees lina Lossen} 
GOR 4c bois dace xcicoses+sEee GOnl 


Even though Leander’s new star- 
rer will undoubtedly stir big wicket) 
activity, it's a disappointment to 
those whose interest was so piqued | 
by the promise she displayed in| 
‘Premiere’—and hasn't fulfilled.” Cer- 
tainly, Bolvary’s direction of her in 
‘Premiere’ brought out what smacked 
of great potentiality. But whether a 
misplaced hope or not, one thing is| 
sure, she is an intriguing personality | 
not only for the great unstarched 
but for plenty of the big-wigs as 
well. And as long as the grosses keep | 
on soaring as they have been, why 
shouldn’t everybody be happy? 

Gloria Vane, the toast of London, 


shoulders the charge of forgery to} 
shield her guilty lover, Sir Albert} 
Finsbury, who a!ready in remote} 
parts trying his luck, does not dteam|} 
that his cipher jiuggiing has been) 
exposed. - She is sentenced to seven | 
years’ detentioy in a wenal settle- | 


ment in Austraiia, nearby where Al-| 
bert, now aide-de-ca'np to the gov-| 
ernor, is stationed. See nianages to} 
get a note to liim and although sin-| 
cerely touched, ambition is 

and he ignores it. 


stronger 
It is possible for the prisoners to, 


;eting planned for 


Canes A a a es af aes 
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more, he suicides, 

If the star falls short, so do most 
of the separate departments, 
is often banal, the 
times most unconvincing, the lens 
grinder could have made much more 
of Miss Leander’s very photographic 
face and Benatzky was not up to 
snuff on the cleffing end. 

It's a fair tale, not too well megged, 
that gives Zarah a chance to exercise 
those amazing tubes of hers — and 
that’s enough to spell b.o. Her voice 
hits you right where you live. 


MARCELLA 


(ITALIAN MADE) 


Rome, Oct. 15. 
Produced by Appia Film. Directed by 
Guido Brignone Featuring Emma Crama- 
tica, Caterina Boratto, Antonio Cenla, Mino 
Doro, Aristide Bagheiti 


Story of film is a modernized ver- 
sion of the old play, ‘Marcella,’ by 
Vittorio Sardou. In order to save 
her brother from prison, Marcella 
gets mixed up with the man who 
holds her brother’s fate in his hands. 
Having compromised herself with 
this man seems destined to handicap 
her in life ever.after. She gets a 
position as a companion in the house 
of a lady of the Italian nobility, and 
falls in love with the lady’s son. But 
idlers and gossips who surround the 
great lady become jealous and start 
probing into Marcella’s past. At the 
point when the troublemakers seem 


to have made it impossible for Mar- | 


cella to remain, her supposed lover 
shows up and absolves Marcella of 
all blame. 

Outside of the scenes showing the 
plottings and schemings of the gos- 
sips and troublemakers which were 
cleverly done, and the acting of 


|Emma Gramatica as the understand- 


ing lady—there is very little to this 
film. Caterina Boratto did not give 
much life to Marcella. Heln. 


Formal Pickets 


(Continued from page 1) 











where the picketing started, imme- 
diately called Lee Shubert, who 
came rushing over to the theatre. 
He ordered everybody's immediate 
arrest, but was told this was im- 
possible and that the picketers were 
within their rights as long as they 
were orderly. 

Included among the formal picket- 
ers, besides Pollock and his’ wife, 
were Gould Cassal, drama editor and 
film crick, and Literary Editor Vio- 
let Brown. Others on the line were 
Mrs. Ed Hughes, wife of the Eagle’s 
sports writer; Sofia Snyder, Leonard 
Adler of the business department; 
Nell Whalen, Gus Bundy, photog; 
Ned Armstrong and Charles Lewis. 
Victor Amato and Tiny Haberman, 
regular Eagle photogs, covered the 


| event for the Guild Reporter. 


Cash Customer's Squawk 

Sidelights on the evening included 
one member of the audience at one 
show joining the picket line with 
the crack, ‘After this show, I'm go- 
ing to picket, too.’ At one house the 
manager objected to being labeled a 
‘rat’ and requested Guilders to de- 
sist, which they did. Windup of the 
evening at the National theatre 
caught a large Brooklyn crowd 
which was attending ‘Angel Island,’ 
and had bought part of the house out 
for a benefit. Many here learned of 
the Brooklyn strike for the first 
time. Officer on duty thanked the 
pickets for being orderly as the show 
broke up. 

Rest of the shows, 
vertising in the Eagle where not 
picketed because of contributions 
made by the managements, or those 
close to the producers, to the strike 
fund. Original idea of formal pick- 
last Wednesday 
(20) to coincide with the premiere 
of George Abbott's ‘Angel Island,’ 
was called off on account of in- 
clement weather. 

Strikers are planning a labor pa- 
rade of 10,000 in Brooklyn on Sat- 
urday (30) for which Powers Ele- 
phants have been engaged. 

‘Cradle Will Rock’ company may 
give a midnight benefit performance 
for the Eagle strikers on Nov. 20. 


which are ad- 


Play is the Mercury theatre's pro- | 


duction due next month. 

Picketing performance was re- 
peated at the same theatres on Mon- 
day, but with informal dress. 


Dialog | 
architecture at! 
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be released from their vidhanees | FEDERAL BULLET 
through marriage, owing to the 

dearth of femmes. Gloria joins the; Monogram production and reteased. Prose 
monthly exhibish, where she makes | queed fy Hon jouns peatures Milbura 
a hit with a young farmer, Henry | rected oe Kart Brown. ‘eee tae Maj. 
Hoyer. Under the ruse of wanting} George F. Eliot; screen play, Karl Brown; 
to get hooked up with him, she ac-| cameraman, Gilbert Warrenton, Reviewed 
cepts his proposal and making a get- Se bene yoga ¥., Oct. 2d, M4, 
away in the city hears of Albert’s} rommy......:............,..Mllburn Stone 
engagement to the governor's daugh-| Mrs. Crippen............00: Zettie Tilbury 
ter. Beaten, she lands in a nitery} Milly ‘s ..- Terry Walker 
as chanteuse. Albert happens in just | (MM occ. 8-7 Wie” lain 
os she sings “S Om sisnens mm the! warher Joba... |... Mattie tn tn 
rain and waiting for you.’ He re-| Pete............... .es.e. Lyle Moraine 
solves to throw wealth and position} Burke Warner Richmond 
to the four winds and marry her. | a meee? oe 
But it’s too late. She doesn’t love! Mrs’ ¥nsinpacn Helen’ MacKeller 
him any more. For the first time he} Manny Go John Mevion 
hears the reason for her stretch 

(his forgery—and overcome by re- 


Without a single name in slightly 
better than typical indie prod, and a 
meaningless title, this one cannot lift 
itself beyond the second rung bar- 
rier which it will, nevertheless, fill 
nicely. Excluding corny portions of 
dialog of which there are not too 
many, there is hardly a time that 
‘Bullets’ does not entertain. It’s de- 
void of any awkward humor, and 
has plenty of action in getaways and 
bullet battles. Story runs rapidly to 
its conclusion, supplying surprise 
thrills all the way. 

Opening in a gun battle between 
a wanted killer and the newly found 
juve ideal, F. B. I. boys, film exits 
in similar but more violent fashion 
when a fake philanthropic organiza- 
tion is exposed as a crime machine. 
Zeffie Tilbury, fronting as a human- 
| itarian old lady, is the guiding genius 
behind the ring. Might seem to take 
the edge off matters by uncloaking 
the mystery before climax. This is 
not so. Instead, maneuvers of Stone 
as the investigating G-man suppos- 
edly in cahoots with criminal clique 
maintain the interest. 

Acting in this indie is above par. 
Miss Taylor overacts a little as the 
cut-throat granny, but others are 
well suited to roles and impress. 
Stone, Miss Walker, the romance; 
Mattie Fain, menace, and others with 
exception of Betty Compson in a 
stool-pigeon role, click 


Direction aided good total, but 
camera work might have been 
clearer. Hurl. 





IN THE FAR EAST 


| (RUSSIAN MADE) 


Mosfilm production, 
Marian Scenarists, 
Semyon Radzinski; 
Viadiinic 
Oct. 19, 


Amkino release of 
Directed by David 
Peter Pavienko end 
music, Yuri Miliutin: 
Pavlov. At Cameo, N, 
37 Running time, 82 mins 

Cast Nikolal Bogoliubov, Leonid Sverde 
lin, Mikhail Bolduman, Nadya Koshkina, 
Viadiniir ZAaichikoz, N K. Ivakin, Viadie 
mir Uralsky 1L.i-Den-Ten, Nikolat Doroke 
nin, Viadimir Schelokoy, 


catmnera 


week 





(In Russian With English Titles) 

Blunt propaganda. Of scant merit 
artistically. Its technique resembles 
that used in our run-of-the-mill al- 
falfa shows. One of the least inter- 
esting films to have come out of 
Russia. 

It’s a diatribe against saboteurs of 
industry. The Russians are working 
against time to construct a railroad 
pass in the mountains banking the 
Amur on the border of Manchukuo. 
Japanese spies and Trotskyites at- 
tempt. to sabotage the effort, almost 
nailing the leader of the project and 
killing a couple of others. However, 
the workers win in the end. 

Altogether the picture aims to re- 
veal the determination of the work- 
ers to complete their task against 
provocative obstructionists and ene- 
mies. 

Principal quality is the scenic end 
of the picture. That's worth while 
and well shot. 

Naturally a romance is interwoven 
in the plot, but it’s of no particular 
warmth or consequence, since the 
propaganda aim dominates. Shan. 








Lasciate Ogni Speranza 
(‘Leave All Hope’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 

Rome, Oct. 15. 


Produced by Juventus Film Directed 
by Gennaro Righell Fealuring Antonio 
Gandusio, Maria Dents. tosina = Anselut 
and the de Rege brothers. Music by Bixio. 


Photographer, Montuor 


Film is based on a comedy by 
Athos Setti which has a long, suc- 
cessful stage record behind it. New 
elements have been added and is as 
effective comedy as the stage pro- 
duction was. Story concerns a man 
who sees Dante appear to him in a 
dream, telling him to play certain 
numbers in the lottery that will win, 
but telling him at the same time that 
his death is dated. Our hero plays 
the lottery and wins—and then, con- 
vinced that the rest of his dream 
will come true, too, spends fright- 
ened and miserable days waiting for 
death. But death does not show up 
|at the appointed hour: on the con- 
| trary, our hero feels all his energies 
|returning with redoubled force, and 
|from that point on life is a gay affair 
for him. 
| Antonio Gandusio, one of the 
| favorite Italian comics, gives an ex- 
icellent interpvretation of the man 
|afraid of death 
| Subject matier and treatment do 
;not make film suitable for America, 
j Heln. 





L. Wolfe Gilbert, Jr.. won a $50 
| prize offered by Walter Wanger to 
| Ualversity of California fat L. A.) 
| students for the essay on the 
} exploitation of ‘Vogues of 1938.’ 


best 
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66,792 PAID ADMISSIONS 
$.R.0. ROXY IN FIRST 
THREE DAYS OF 

EDDIE CANTOR in 
“ALI BABA GOES 








RIGHT! But that’s what hap- 


pens when Darryl F. Zanuck 
gives you his greatest musical! 
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WEEK .. HEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOB TiMt KEVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. ®8Y VARIETY 
9/10/37 COUNSEL FOR CRIME W. MacDonald Col Melodrama O. Kruger-J. Wells John Brahm 61 10/6 
THE WOMEN MEN MARRY M. Fessier MGM Drama J. Hutchinson-G. Murphy Earl Taggart 68 9/22 
ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Dr W. Gargan-O. Heyward Erle Kenton 
ANNAPOLIS SALUTE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr J. Ellison-M. Hunt Chris Cabanne 65 10/6 
BORNEO M. Johnson 20th Outdoor Mr. & Mrs. M, Johnson T. Talley 15 9/8 
WILD AND WOOLY John Stone 20th Com-Dr J. Withers-P. Moore Al Werker 90 7/21 
100 MEN AND A GIRL J. Pasternak U Musical Durbin-Stokowski-Menjou H. Koster 85 9/8 
WINE, WOMEN AND HORSES WB WB Com-Dr B. MacLane-A, Sheridan Louis King 61 9/29 
PRAIRIE THUNDER Bryan Foy WB Western D. Foran-E. Clancy B. Eason 
9 ‘17/37 GAME THAT KILLS H. L. Decker Col Melodrama C. Quigley-R. Hayward D. R. Lederman 55 9/22 
LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN Rom-Com B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Conrad Nagel 70 8/18 
THE FIREFLY Hunt Stromberg MGM Operetta J. MacDonald-Allan Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH MGM MGM Comedy E. M, Oliver-J. Beecher Geo. B. Seitz 73 10/6 : 
THIRTEENTH GUEST (Reissue) M.°H. Hoffman Mono Mystery G. Rogers-L. Talbot Albert Ray 65 9/6/32 : 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett Irv. Cummings 105 8/4 
LADY FIGHTS BACK Ed Grainger U Drama I. Hervey-K. Taylor Milt Carruth 10/27 | 
THAT CERTAIN WOMAN R. Lord WwB Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda Ed. Goulding 91 8/4 | 
meres — _ ———_—__—__—__—_—_ $$ $$$$$____—_ — a 
9/21/37 SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Com-Dr Stuart Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 61 10/13 
TRAILING TROUBLE Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson | 
THE BRIDE WORE RED J. Mankiewicz MGM Com-Dr 5. Crawford-Tone D. Arzner 100 9/2 { 
STARS OVER ARIZONA R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 65 
SOPHIE LANG GOES WEST Par Par Melodrama G. Michael-L, Crabbe C. Reisner 62 9/8 
49 NAUGHTY GIRLS Wm. Sciter RKO Mystery J. Gleason-ZaSu Pitts Edw. Cline 63 9/8 
ARIZONA GUNFIGHTER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele Sam Newfield 
BEHIND THE MIKE _ Lew Brock U Com-Dr W. Gargan-J. Barrett Sid Salkow 
BACK IN CIRCULATION S. Bischoff WB Com-Rom P. O’Brien-Blondell R. Enright 100 7/28 t 
10/1/37 SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT Schertzinger GN Musical Cagney-E. Daw Schertzingér 90 9/1 i 
MADAME X J. K. McGuinness MGM Drama Gladys George-W. William Sam Wood 15 9/29 i 
A BRIDE FOR HENRY Mrs. W. Reid Mono Com-Rom Ann Nagel-W. Hull William Nigh 55 9/29 
HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME A, Hornblow Par Rom-Dr Irene Dunne-R. Scott R. Mamoulian 110 7/28 
MUSIC FOR MADAME Jesse L. Lasky RKO Musical N. Martini-J, Fontaine J. Blystone 771 9/15 i 
BOOTS AND SADDLES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-J. Allen Joseph Kane 59 10/13 i 
YOUTH ON PAROLE Phil Rosen Rep Melodrama M. Marsh-G. Oliver Phil Rosen 61 10/13 
LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE H. Wilson 20th Musical Ritz Bros.-P. Brooks W. A. Seiter 80 9/29 i 
CARNIVAL QUEEN Robt. Presnell U Melodrama D. Kent-R. Wilcox Nate Watt 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson Harold Young 80 10/6 Hy 
LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA Henry Blanke WB Biog Paul Muni-G. Sondegaard Wm. Dieterle 123 6/30 { 
LOVE IS ON THE AIR Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom R. Reagan-June Travis Nick Grinde 61 9/15 : 
10/8/37 LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE M. Connolly Col Rom-Com D. Montgomery-J. Parker Ray McCarey 72 10/6 ' 
ates RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED A. Herman GN Outdoor J. Newill-C, Hughes Al Herman 64 i 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Nutdoor 0. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 
PARTNERS IN CRIME Par Par Melodrama L. Overman-R,. Karns Ralph Murphy 66 10/20 
SATURDAY’S HEROES Robt. Sisk RKO Football Van Heflin-M. Marsh Edw. Killy 58 9/29 
THE WRONG ROAD Colbert Clark Rep Melodrama R. Cromwell-L. Atwill J. Cruze 62 10/13 
LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 20th Drama D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoff 78 10/6 
ROLL ALONG, COWBOY Sol Lesser 20th Western Smith Ballew Gus Meins ; 
FAREWELL AGAIN V. Saville UA Melodrama L. Banks-F, Robson Tim Whelan : 
I MET MY LOVE AGAIN W. Wanger UA Rom-Dr J. Bennett-H. Fonda Logan-Ripley i 
IDOL OF THE CROWDS Trem Carr U Rom-Dr John Wayne-S. Bromley Art Lubin 60 
THEY WON’T FORGET Mervyn LeRoy WB Drama C. Rains-G. Dickson Mervyn LeRoy 98 6/30 
10/15/37 MURDER IN GREENWICH VILLAGE W. MacDonald Col Mystery Fay Wray-Richard Arlen Al S. Rogell { 
7 DR. SYN GB GB Drama George Arliss Neill-Howell 18 
WALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G. Huston-R. Coleman Chas. Lamont 58 
DOUBLE WEDDING J. Mankiewicz MGM Rom-Com Wm. Powell-M. Loy R. Thorpe 85 9/22 
BOYS OF THE STREET Wm. Nigh Mono Com-Dr Jackie Cooper-M. O’Connor Wm. Nigh 
WHERE TRAILS DIVIDE R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Tom Keene R. N. Bradbury i 
ANGEL Ernst Lubitsch Par Rom-Dr Dietrich-H. Marshall Ernst Lubitsch 90 9/15 
FIT FOR A KING David L. Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown-Helen Mack Edw. Sedgwick 73 9/1 
TRIGGER TRIO Sol Siegel Repub Western Three Mesquiteers Wm. Witney 
HEIDI R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Temple-Hersholt-Treacher Allan Dwan 85 
THAT’S MY STORY Robt. Presnell U Melodrama C. Morgan-Wm. Lundigan Sid Solkow : 
OVER THE GOAL Bryan Foy WB R¢ém-Com Wm. Hopper-June Travis Noel Smith 62 10/6 z 
10 /22/37 THE AWFUL TRUTH Everett Riskin Col Comedy I. Dunne-Carey Grant Leo McCarey 90 10/20 
; KING OF SIERRAS M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson ’ 
HERE’S FLASH CASEY M. & A. Alexander GN Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory Lynn Shores 57 10/20 ; 
LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN H. Rapf MGM Com-Dr R. Monigomery-R. Russell G. Fitzmaurice 18 10/20 
THUNDER TRAIL Par ‘* Par Western Marsha Hunt-Gilbert Roland Chas. Barton 56 9/29 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall Alfred Santell 65 
CHARLIE CHAN ON BROADWAY John Stone 20th - Mystery W. Oland-Joan Marsh Eugene Forde 68 9/22 
STAND-IN W. Wanger UA Comedy L. Howard-Joan Blondell Tay Garnett 90 10/6 
MERRY-GO-ROUND OF ’38 B. G. DeSylva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer Irv. Cummings 90 10/27 
THE PERFECT SPECIMEN H. J. Brown WB Com-Rom E. Flynn-Joan Blondell Michael Curtiz 82 9/29 
10/29 /37 TRAPPED BY ‘G MEN Col Col Melodrama Jack Holt-Wynne Gibson Louis D. Collins 
. TEX RIDES WITH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Tavlor 
CONQUEST B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Charles Boyer Clarence Brown 115 10/27 
THIS WAY, PLEASE Mel Shauer Par Musical Buddy Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 72 9/15 
THERE GOES THE GROOM A. Lewis RKO Com-Dr B. Meredith-Ann Sothern Joseph Santley 64 10/13 
RIDIN’ THE LONE TRAIL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele Sam Newfield 
ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN L. Schwab 20th Musical Cantor-T. Martin-3J. Lang David Butler 80 10/206 
WESTLAND CASE L. Fox-S. Starr U Mystery P. Foster-Carol Hughes C. Cabanne 62 10/6 
THE GREAT GARRICK M. LeRoy WB Drama Brian Aherne-de Haviland James Whale 95 9/29 
11/5/37 NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Rom-Mel , Anna Lee-J. Loder R. Stevenson 
SWING IT, SAILOR D. Diamond GN Com-Dr W. Ford-J. Jewell Ray Cannon 
THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-A. Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
HOLD ’EM, NAVY Par Par Football Lew Ayres-M. Carlisle K. Neumann 
FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY A. Lewis RKO Com-Rom J. Boles-I. Lupino Ben Stoloff 67 10/20 
PORTIA ON TRIAL A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr W. Abel-F. Inescort G. Nicholas, Jr. 
DANGER, LOVE AT WORK H. Wilson 20th Com-Rom A. Sothern-J. Haley O. L. Preminger 
NOTHING SACRED D. O. Selznick UA Comedy . Lembard-F. March Wm. Wellman 
GIRL WITH IDEAS Ed. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Pidgeon-W. Barrie Sylvan Simon 
ALCATRAZ ISLAND Cosmo WB Melodrama John Litel-A. Sheridan Wm. McGann 64 10/13 
11/12/37 VLL TAKE ROMANCE E. Riskin Col Musical Grace Moore-M. Douglas Edw. Griffith 
; MR. BOGGS BUYS BARREL Ben Pivar GN Com-Dr S. Erwin-H, Chandler G. Wiles 
THE LAST GANGSTER MGM , MGM Drama E. G. Robinson-R. Stradner E. Ludwig 
THE BARRIER H Sherman Par Outdoor L. Carrillo-J. Parker Les Selander 
LIVING ON LOVE M. Cohen RKO Com-Rom W. Bourne-J, Dunn Lew Landers 
SPRINGTIME IN ROCKIES S. C. Siegel Rep Western G. Autry-P. Rawles Joe Kane 
DANGEROUSLY YOURS Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr C. Romero-P, Brooks M. St. Clair 60 10/20 
STORM IN A TEACUP Korda UA Rom-Dr V. Leigh-R. Harrison V. Saville 
ADVENTUROUS BLONDE Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom G. Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 
11/19/37 HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP Col Col Western Buck Jones Ewing Scott 
' 5 NAVY BLUE AND GOLD S. Zimbalist MGM Football R. Young-L. Barrymore Sam Wood 
NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-Overman Ralph Murphy 
BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Rom C. Lombard-MacMurray Wes Ruggles 
DAMSEL IN DISTRESS P. S. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Burns and Allen Geo. Stevens 
THE GUN RANGER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-E, Stewart S. Newfield 
THE DUKE COMES BACK H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr A. Lane-H. Angel.G. Tobin I. Pichel 
SECOND HONEYMOON R. Griffith 20th Com-Rom T. Power-L. Young Walter Lang 
IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER H. J. Brown WB Comedy L. Howard-B. Davis Archie Mayo 
11 /26 /37 SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST S. Buchman Col Comedy Boles-Luli Desti M. Gering 
ae BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE S. Zimbalist MGM Football J. Stewart-R. Young J. W. Rubin 
EBB TIDE L. Hubbard Par Drama O. Homolka-F, Farmer Jas. Hogan 91 10/18 
TEXAS TRAIL Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-J. Allen Dave Sellman 
HIGH FLYERS Lee Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey Eddie Cline 
WILD HORSE RODEO S. C. Siegel Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 
LOOK OUT. MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Mystery P. Lorre-R. Hudson N. Fosier 58 
DINNER AT THE RITZ R. T. Kane 20th Rom-Dr Annabella-P, Lukas H. D. Schuster 
SUBMARINE D-1 L. Edelman WB Rom-Com P, O’Brien-D. Weston 
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i The Girls’ Eye View 


By Marian Squire 





‘Ali Baba Goes te Town’ Spiendiferously 


Much Oriental splendor, sly and not so sly, pokes at the Administra- | 


tion, and lots and lots of Eddie Cantor in ‘Ali Baba Goes to Town.’ 
Louise Hovick (Stripsy Rose Lee) is almost back to her off-again-on- 
again days in backless and almost frontless Oriental gowns, with breast- 
plate effect. Blonde June Lang and blonder Virginia Field are also 
Orientals, but Eddie Cantor dreams the whole thing so anything can 
hapvpen—and does. 

Roland Young sultans under the weight of towering turbans, swathing 
sashes, satin draperies and mustache and beard. Tony Martin has a 
mustache, too—most becoming, as his is embroidered satin eastern garb, 
although both make him look far more Latin than Asian. 

Film has gorgeous sets, some smart lines, five writers, Gordon and 
Revel tunes and the Raymond Scott Quintet, but as is usual with Cantor 
pictures, ‘Ali Baba’ is mostly Mr. Cantor. 

Roxy’s Stage Show a Startler 

Rather a startler for the Roxy is the costume opening the Gae Foster 
Girls’ Esquire number. Dancer appears in huge high hat covering 
shoulders and concealing arms, tail coat with shoulders at waist, and 
one large black eye painted on each side of her white satin brassiere. 
ean tap in well tailored black ecutaways, gray trousers, vests, spats and 

oleros. 

Violinist Jeanne Brideson wears a picture gown with fitted basque 
and enormous tulle skirt over blush pink skirt, and tiny rosebuds in 
her dark hair. Girls lend atmosphere in circular skirted chartreuse 
coats over sheer white gowns. They pose during Miss Brideson’s second 
rendition, but their dancing about during her first solo is a bit dis- 
tracting. 

Sylvia Shore wears tight white satin with glittering bodice and tiara 
for her burlesque adagio with Norman Harris. Miss Shore’s comedy 
is strictly of the chassis-heaving school, but the customers seem to like 
it. Seiler Bros. do a novelty dance on rocking skis and Paul Sydell’s 
fox terrier, ‘Spotty,’ gets a hearty welcome. 

The Foster girls wind up riding unicycles in tiny white ballet skirts, 
tight bodices and white satin hats with red plumes. Considering the 
unsteadiness of the perch, falls are few and far between, and there are 
five girls in white shorts to remount any who lose their balance, and 
get them back into formation. 





‘The Great Garrick’ Shows Off the Men 

All in fun, and courtly costumes of the 1700s, in ‘The Great Garrick’ 
current at the Rivoli. Men may not admit it, but the picture is apt to 
cause a wave of nostalgia in the masculine breast for the dear 
old days of pretty clothes for gents. Brian Ahearn does look so ro- 
mantic in his fitted satin coats, lace ruffles and white wig. Of course, 
the wardrobe isn’t quite as effective on Edward Everett Horton, but 
he has a fine time as Garrick’s man Friday. 

The period is that during which ladies exposed only their upper 
portion, the rest of the figure being disguised by flounces and billows 
ef satin. Olivia de Haviland’s shoulders are nicely set off by a low cut— 
but low—chiffon nightgown surrounded by ruffles, which she dons after 
arriving at the inn, in a tent-like cape further weighted down by fur 
bandings. 

Etienne Giradot is pressed into service as the prompter of the Comedie 
Francais—his funny little old-fashioned face is never overlooked when 
costume plays are cast. Marie Wilson, too, had that quality fitting in 
with the old-fashioned scheme of things. Lionel Atwill takes kindly 
to the stately costumes, but the modernity of Miss de Haviland’s face 
and figure defies transportation to another day. 





‘Madame X’ Suffers to Sartorial Advantage 

‘Madame X,’ circa 1937-38, is elevated from the routine—mama 
sacrifices life to keep son (or daughter) from knowing she was a bad 
girl—theme, by the excellent performances of those irivolved in the 
proceedings. Gladys George is the mother who steps on an emotional 
banana peel, thereby losing home, husband, son and marcel wave. War- 
ren Williams is the unrelenting husband who refuses to “be convinced 
that a lady is entitled to one mistake. 

Miss George’s plight is further complicated by a jealous lady who 
kills her partner in extra-marital adventure, and leaves the innocent 
Miss George holding the body. As is the rule in films, the Annie Oakley 
is dressed entirely in black with flowing black veil. (Wonder if ladies 
in real life always dress in black to shoot their unfaithful gentlemen?) 

Miss George, on the downward pafh, is relegated.to black, but wears 
a number of handsome gowns before she starts going to the dogs, be- 
cause she has no place else to go. 

Sartorially speaking, the time is vague, simplicity keeping the period 
in the background. Miss George appears first in a white lace tunic 
with long slim skirt. She’s driven from home in this costume, topped 
by a luxrious ermine cape. A black sequin with short circular sleeves 
and roses at the low neckline helps her to entertain in a waterfront 
cafe. The drab black begins to take hold after that, and Miss George 
is one actress who intends to look the part when she Sinks to the 
Depths. Neither the makeup man nor Miss George pull any cosmetic 
punches. 

John Beal, although looking rather young to be a lawyer even with 
an influential father, helps the audience-weepers get into action with 
his impassioned plea to the jury. 

Lynn Carver ingenues sweetly in flowing floor length print with 
short puffed sleeves, and a white satin evening gown with contrasting 
shoulder straps crossing in the back and forming a belt. 

Henry Daniell is an authoritative villian, for which he is shot by Miss 
George, who at this point, just doesn’t give a darn. 





‘Double Wedding’ Is a Melee in Spades 
It takes ‘Double Wedding’ some time to get under way, but when it 
finally gets off it has its moments, with Myrna Loy and suave William 


_ Powell being clopped with blunt instruments ranging from candlesticks 


to the kitchen stove. Miss Loy even has her small nose tweaked by a big, 
rough bartender. ‘Double Wedding’ suffers mainly from a fairly common 
malady called spottiness. 

Adrian concentrates on tailleurs for Miss Loy, as befits the strong- 
minded, successful business woman she is. Various combinations of black 
and white are employed for both Miss Loy and Florence Rice, Miss Loy’s 
sister. 

Miss Rice appears first, fn a print of sprawling white flowers on black 
background, her petticoat showing a trifle in the opening scene. (Thought 
they were obsolete in Hollywood, or maybe Miss Rice is old-fashioned.) 

Miss Loy looks exceptionally well in various ingenious versions of the 
popular suit. She orders her luxurious household in a black suit with 
white revers and white pointed scallops outlining the cutaway jacket, and 
bosses her shop in black with a white band across the chest, corded white 
bow, and a small dish hat. 

For the finale riot in Powell's trailer, in which she gets bopped and 
tweaked, she wears a bolero suit with white tie and Robin Hood hat. Miss 
Loy’s voice, by the way, sounds exactly like Billie Burke’s in the crying 
scene, 

Miss Rice, who also shares in the riot, is kidnapped by John Beal, as she 
wears a white cabalerro effect suit, with rows of tiny white balls forming 
epaulettes, and continuing down the sleeves to the wrist. 

Powell, for no reason at all (but you may have gathered by this time 
that there’s no reason for anything in ‘Double Wedding’), goes through 
most of the picture in a huge fur coat in the manner of Bobby Clark. To 
this is added a beret in case you didn’t know by this time Mr. Powell, 
Bohemian, has supplanted the drawing-room Mr. Powell. 





Breaks 


When the Ritz Bros. played 
Boston sometime back, George 
Holland, local dramatic critic, 
went on with them. He fell and 
broke a leg on the engagement. 

The Yacht Club Boys, cur- 
rently playing the Met, Boston, 
sent Holland a wire, asking him 
to appear with them. 

‘We'll guarantee you a better 
break,’ they promised. 














New Yiddish Film 
Producing Outfit, 
A La Group Theatre 


Production of pictures with a 
permanent acting company of name 
Yiddish players is contemplated this 
season with a setup similar to that 
of the Group Theatre. English as 
well as Yiddish productions are on 
the schedule for the group, which 
has just released its first Yiddish pic- 
ture, ‘Green Fields,’ currently show- 
ing at the Squire Theatre, N. Y. 
Picture is a ‘Collective Film Pro- 
duction,’ and while not in any sense 
a cooperative venture, was made for 
under $30,000, with its backers chip- 
ping in free services in exchange for 
an interest. Only technicians and 
actors were paid. 

Future program of production this 
year includes a picture based on one 
of Emile Zola’s novels, and another 
with a decided labor slant. 


Edgar George Ulmer, one of the 
moving spirits of the group, has had 
wide experience with production of 
this type. In 1929, he produced in 
Germany one of the first cooperative 
films titled ‘Menschen am Sonntag’ 
on less than $1,000, This picture re- 
ceived the Venice award in 1930 as 
one of the best German films of the 
year and was recently voted by one 
magazine picture critic as one of the 
best in his opinion ever made. Ulmer 
also made ‘Damaged Lives’ which 
was held up by the censors for three 
years, and recently released. 

Co-director of the ‘Green Fields’ 
along with Ulmer is Jacob Ben-Ami. 
Others in the group include Roman 
Rebush, distributor, and George 
Moskow, production adviser. Picture 
was made in the Producers’ Service 
Studio at Ridgefield, N. J.. owned by 
J. Burgi Contner, who was camera- 
man, Ludwig Landi, suggested the 
choice of this first picture and is also 
interested. Latter has done a sub- 
stantial foreign 16 mm. distribution 
-business in the past, but intends to 
switch over more into 35 mm. pro- 
duction, as the ‘collective’ develops. 

In connection with the filming of 
‘Green Fields,’ production costs were 
upped by bad weather, with six 
consecutive days, of rain delaying 
production and causing a jump in 
the payroll. Ulmer estimated, how- 
ever, that a similar Hollywood pro- 
duction would have cost in the 
neighborhood of $100,000. 


AMBASSADOR’S OWN 
EXCHANGE SYSTEM 


Complete exchange setup of Am- 
bassador Pictures (Conn Produc- 
tions) is expected to be perfected 
by the close of this week, with ap- 
proximately 18 exchange  fran- 
chises placed in full operation. 
Maurice Conn, president of Conn 
Productions, Inc., accompanied by 
T. H. Richmond, publicity chief, 
planed in from the Coast Saturday 
(23) to handle details. 


Eastern headquarters for Ambas- 
sador have been established in the 
RKO building. Company also has 
announced the appointment of 
Charles Reed Jones, former pub- 
licity-advertising man, as assistant 
to Richmond. He will have charge 
of eastern exploitation and adver- 
tising while Richmond is on the 
Coast. David Hanna is studio pub- 
licity man, assistant to Richmond. 


Ambassador has set three ex- 
change managers, Harry Segal, Bos- 
ton, Ambassador Pictures of New 
England; H. C. Dissell, Cleveland, 
Ambassador of Ohio; and Pop Por- 
son, Philadelphia, Ambassador of 
Pennsylvania. 


Ambassador is to handle pictures 
made by Conn Productions, with 
financing all set. Additional coin 
will come through stock issue of 
Ambassador, which is now before 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission. No attempt will be made, 
it is understood, to float the new 
stock until stock market conditions 














show more stability. 


Lefty Promotes a Stage Wedding, 
Pencils In the Divorce as ‘Coming’ 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Oct. 26, 


| Dear Joe: 


I hate to spiil a lot of grief towards you every time I write but it seems 
as soon as you get to be an exhibitor you're baptized with plenty of it. 
For instance, last week at a matinee I smelt a terrible odor in the theatre; 
at first I thought it was one of the double features or even both of ’em, 
but it was even too bad for that. Well, me and Vic start going through 
the house and find that a stink bomb was thrown in the joint. I couldn't 
imagine who would do a dirty trick like that because I have no trouble 
with nobody and my help gets paid off pretty regularly and I know even 
a film salesman wouldn’t do a thing like that. 

Well, we look around and see a guy who was a stranger in town, so we 
take him to my office and start giving him every decree we ever saw in 
the gangster pictures. He wasn’t a very big guy, and anyway Vic had 
a medium weight lead pipe in his hand and I wrapped my palms around 
a billy which I always keep handy in case of a tie. Well, the guy finally 
comes throuzh and tells us he was going east to work as a bomb-thrower, 
and that he just stepped into my place to kinda practice and test the stuff 
to see if it gave the proper results. Well there was no use turning him 
over to the cops because I never blew a whistle in my life, so we just let 
him go. We gave him a limp and a couple bad eyes to take with him 
and he gave us most of the dough he had on him to pay for the damage; 
well, he didn’t exactly give it to us, because he couldn't get his hands in 
his pockets on account they were pretty swollen. I gave him 20 minutes 
to get outta town and he only used 10 of ’em. I sprinkled the joint with 
the perfume I gave Aggie last Christmas and it took the smell of the bomb 
away but it left the smell of the perfume which I think will get out in a 
few more days. 

Business is getting a little better and in spite of the stock market crash 
we got $4.85 yesterday which is an increase of $1.50 over last Monday. 
It sure drives you nuts to find out what the people want. If it’s new 
faces they want I certainly am giving it to them because nobody ever saw 
the actors that are in the picture they cond ina, Maybe iv’s ray bocics 
instead of new faces they want. 

Promotion—the Nuptials 


I hit on a scheme the other day that ought to pack the house. Vic has 
been kinda’ keepin’ company with a town gal by the name of Beulah 
Gibson whose old man owns a hardware store. She’s not a bad looker 
but is as thin as a blanket on a one-night stand. Well, I gets a bright idea 
for them to get married on the stage of my opry house. At first Vie 
couldn’t see it but after I gave him a routine of, ‘You wanna be a showman, 
don’t you”?’, and ‘A real showman does anything for business,’ the guy 
goes for it. I promised them that I would give them a complete furnished 
flat to start them off. 

The girl’s old man fell for it too, when I showed him that the adver- 
tising would help his business. I am advertising it in the papers and on 
billboards. I’m going away over my budget but I’m sure it’s gonna pack 
the house because she’s well liked and has a lot of relatives in the town, 
I’m gonna promote the furniture and stuff from the local stores and I’m 
trying to book two feature comedies for that date so it won't be all sad. 
I got the engagement billed for next week which I'm also gonna hold on 
the stage. I am promoting a small diamond engagement ring from the 
local ‘Tiffany,’ I may have to give ’em a couple of passes to clinch it. 

Aggie sez I ought to bill the divorce as a ‘Coming Attraction.’ It’s pretty 
tough when a guy has to get people in a theatre with all kinds of schemes. 





If they would make good pictures Vic wouldn’t have te get married and 
everybody would be happier and the grosses would be bigger. 
Remember us to our pals and tell ’em now is the time to fatten up 


midgets for the Thanksgiving dinner. 


SEZ 


Your pal, 


Lefty. 


P. S.—Eddie Davis of Leon & Eddie’s sez, ‘Some people are so illitevate 
they can’t even write on table cloths.’ 





PAR’S RIPE-TOMATO 
STUNT FOR SWARTHOUT 


Philadelpliia, Oct. 26. 

South Jersey Chamber of Com- 
merce, like C.’s of C. in various other 
tomato-producing sectors of U. S., 
planed basket of its squooshiest over- 
ripe fruit to Hollywood Thursday in 
reply to SOS wire signed Gladys 
Swarthout. Tale was that Miss 
Swarthout, working on set of Para- 
mount’s new ‘Romance in the Dark,’ 
was holding up production because 
she refused to expose her mug to a 
barrage of hard California tomatoes. 

After futile entreaties by directors, 
assistant directors, producers and 
even John Barrymore, who co-stars, 
somebody (probably the p.a.) got 
the idea: why not send all over the 
country and get the softest tomahts 
possible. 

So Thursday morning Loyal D. 


Odhner, secretary of the Jersey C. of 
C., got the following: 


‘Preliminary tests show that the 
Southern California variety of to- 
matoes are brutal in their effect upon 
the target. I seek tomatoes of high- 
est quality, thinnest skin and ten- 
derest pulp. Must be full of juice 
and squash properly for sound pick- 
up. Your district referred to as su- 
perlative. Please send by plane, ex- 
press collect, basket of your finest. 
Gladys Swarthout.’ 


Despite fact tomato season is over, 
Odhner found a basket in his barn 
and put them on a United Airline 
plane. Express charges, $30.72. With 
it he sent this wire: 


‘These tomatoes so squooshy and 
full of juice we Jerseyites use them 
instead of fire extinguishers. Hope 
they all miss you and hit John Bar- 
rymore.’ ° 











Newsreels Propose 
To Revive Friendly 
Inter-Co. Screenings 





Move has been started by certain 
newsreel executives to revive the old 
custom of screening all reels weekly 
or bi-weekly at one central projec- 
tion room. It would not be for the 
purpose of censorship or placing any 
limitations on material, simply a 
means of showing competitive reels 
how good or flat their rivals are. 

This method was employed about 
10 years ago until one newsreel 
withdrew, breaking up whole plan, 
At present various newsreels get to 
see what their competitors have to 
offer by swapping prints or catching 
them at the newsrecl theatres. 

Idea of the five newsreels screen- 
ing each week would be to improve 
calibre of product, it being felt that 
the producers would not be apt to 
grow lax on coverage if to be shown 
before competing newsreel editors. 
At least that was the experience 
when this plan was in operation. It 
is possible that a Hays organization 
representative or some other impar- 
tial organization member would han- 
dle the actual details and arrange- 
ments for such a screening but at- 
tempt no other supervision. 





THAT SETTLES THAT 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 


Out-of-court settlement has ended 
the $30,000 suit brought against 20th. 
Fox, Sol Lesser and Harold Bell 
Wright by Charles Arthur Powell, 
scenarist, 


Powell, former war correspondent 
for the United Press, asserted he wag 
deprived of rightful credits on Lese 
ser’s ‘The Californian.’ Scripter used 
name of Gordon Newell in films, 
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Film Daily— Variety Daily— 
“A box-office delight!” “Shouldnot fail to score 
Motion Picture Herald— as one of the outstand- 


“The audience laughed ing box office triumphs 
long, loudly and often of the season. It is top 


‘ 94999 
enough toconvincethe  *@nk in every dep't! 


most pessimistic hear- = Motion Picture Daily— 
er on the sidewalk that “It convulsed the pre- 
something extremely view audience!” 
. 9) 
funny was going on! Box Office- 


Hollywood Reporter— “Exhibitors can pre- 
“Spells box-office of the pare to dust off that 
first water! Hilarious SRO sign and brace 
..» Howardand Davis __ themselves for land- 


#9 


at their best!” slide: business! 


§&§ WARNER BROS. ' 
" Gave It Everything! 
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aside Stuff —Pictures 


Exhibitor resistance to preferential playdates, long a bone of conten- 
tion between theatre operators and distributors, has been broken to some 
extent through concessions being made for the 1937-38 product releases. 
Metro is the first of the majors to deviate from the time-worn policy 
of demanding Sunday playing time for all percentage pictures, and many 
of its new season contracts with exhibs provides for additional playing 
time during the week on preferred time bookings. 

On the Coast several majors, including Warners, have made similar 
concessions, carrying out the exhibitor contention that none of the 
majors this season has an iron-clad ‘national sales policy,’ and that 
agreements are being entered into that in many respects do not conform 
to time-worn practices. Ban on preferential playing time also has been 
waged for many months by the Motion Theatre Owners of America, 
which has included it in its 10-point plan, concerning which MPTOA 
prexy, Ed L, Kuykendall, is personally making a tour of all exchange 
exhibitors in an endeavor to gain exhib sentiment on the proposed 
changes. 








Censorship difficulties which have stymied the showing of the French 
picture ‘Remous’ (‘Whirlpool’) for almost a year, will be taken up by 
Arthur Garfield Hays this week with the N. Y. State Board of Censors. 
Picture deals with a man rendered impotent by an accident and the effect 
which this has on his family life. 

It is Lawyer Hays’ contention that the censors have no right to act 
against a film which presents an idea, and that their jurisdiction is lim- 
ited to material which might arouse sexual emotion. States that this point 
has never been decided in the courts and that failing satisfaction from the 
censorship group, he will appeal to the Education Department of the Motion 
Picture Division. If the appeal is denied there, it can be taken into the 
Appellate Division of N. Y. supreme court. “No case of this nature has 
ever been taken to the courts, according to Hays, who makes the. distinc- 
tion between an idea which affects the mind and a sequence which might 
arouse emotion. He questions the right of the censors to prohibit material 
dealing with family relations. Picture imported by Mayer and Burnstyn. 





Twentieth Century-Fox carries on experimentation in use of tone-print- 
ing in two forthcoming releases, ‘Heidi’ and ‘Ali Baba Goes to Town.’ New 
process is not straight sepia used in ‘Wee Willie Winkie,’ ‘Good Earth,’ 
‘Maytime,’ ‘Firefly,’ and other productions of recent months, but three- 
tone combination. For day sequences, new process uses combine of sepia, 
amber and copper tones; night sequences are printed in blue, orange and 
copper. 

Following preview of ‘Heidi,’ concensus was that, while new process is 
flattering to players and adds at times a real feeling of third dimension, 
process (like ordinary sepia) still lacks something which will give proper 
differentiation between day and night shots without being jarring. 

Day stuff, in sepia, is definitely more agreeable to watch than plain 
black-and-white, in most people’s opinions, but night sequences are either 
unmatched with day or visually disagreeable. Same goes for dull interior 
shots as against bright exteriors. 





A new chopper-box, invented and patented by Ralph W. Budd, per- 
sonnel director of Warner Bros., has been installed at the Strand, N. Y., 
and will be placed in all other Warner theatres. Budd has worked on 
the box for more than two years in an attempt to perfect one which 
would reduce to a minimum the likelihood of any collusion among 
theatre employees or palming of tickets. 

The hopper is divided into eight compartments which come into place 
to receive tickets at designated hours through a clock mechanism, so 
that when~ prices change, tickets go into different receptacle. As com- 
partments change a buzzer rings in the box office where the cashier 
records the number of the last ticket sold. Double check is thus possible 
on tickets that have been sold. Newman Bros., Cincinnati, are manu- 
facturing Budd’s invention. 





At a banquet of the Motion Picture Traffic Safety Committee at Kansas 
City, the society presented representatives of the Columbia pictures with 
its first annual award, regarding ‘The Devil is Driving’ as the most efficient 
argument for traffic safety released during the past year. The society, 
composed of representatives of insurance companies and automobile asso- 
ciations, purposes making a similar award each year, 

In connection with the picture, the society announces, it distributed 
250,000 throwaways, placed 215,000 posters in industrial plants and other 
locations, procured favorable mention in trade and other publications with 
an aggregate circulation of 3,500,000 and assisted in the promotion of safety 
parades and other demonstrations coincident with the opening of the pic- 
ture in various spots, 





One of the largest appropriations for a campaign on a picture has been 
approved for ‘Ebb-Tide’ by Paramount, which will spend $50,000 to ad- 
vertise the color production nationally. Starts off with a full page, four- 
color spread in the American Weekly Nov, 14, followed by similar ad in 
This Week Nov. 21 and dailies in 35 key cities throughout the country. 
Piciure is set for release Nov. 26. 

Warners has appropriated $180,066) for a national advertising campaign 
on ‘Tovarich,’ under a plan set up by S. Charles Einfeld, while on the 
Coast. Picture, to get national release Christmas week, will be plugged 
in newspapers, magazines and on billboards, with newspapers receiving 
largest slice of the budget. 





Dartmouth, of which Walter Wanger is a grad, has added a screen werent 
course for which Wanger will act as mentor. It is dedicated as a memoria 
to late Irving Thalberg and will be carried on in upper-class courses in 
English under the direction of Professor William B. Pressey, who will call 
upon writers, directors, actors, producers and others for advice. 

Wanger inaugurated the classes on script writing with a lecture at Dart- 
mouth Monday (25). While in Hanover, N. H., he also outlined future 
plans for the project calling for lectures from time to time by directors, 
writers, actors and others. 





Operating division of Electrical Research Products, Ine., under L. W. 
Conrow, operating manager, on Nov. 1 will take over the sale of motion 
picture theatre service contracts in addition to its current duties. In the 
past, this department did only service inspection. New duties of BRPI 
operating division will be in charge of Bert Sanford, Jr., service sales 
director; George L. Carrington, operating manager, and Stanley W. Hand, 
staff rep. In addition, sales and operations responsibility will be handed 
district managers in nine cities or areas, 





Photo Reporter, miniature newspaper publication issued by March of 
Time reel, now is going to appregmately 450,000 readers in schools and 
clubs. It is published with each new M. of T, release. Its potentialties 
were outlined to 75 RKO theatre and district managers in metropolitan 
N. Y. area last week by Leon Bamberger and Frank Fielding, of RKO- 
Radio public relations department, at the first big get-together with March 
of ines since Louis de Rochemont was made active head of the M, of T. 
reel, 

Fred Astaire’s finale dance number in the forthcoming ‘Damsel in Dis- 
tress’ (RKO) was cameraed all in one take, in itself unusual, but doubly 
So in that the filmusical ends right on the Astaire dance specialty, The 
star had been working on this one number for four months, and insisted 
on its being shot all in one piece, sans cuts. ‘Damsel’ is slated for its first 
Hollywood sneak previews momentarily. 
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: Not a WB Tieup 





in St. Augustine’s 
@hurch, Larchmont, N. Y., a 
very high-hat parish, Father 
Madden went off the beaten 
path to build his sermon around 
‘Life of Emile Zola,’ giving it 
probably the first plug a pic- 
ture ever received under such 


N. Y. Indies Have RKO and Loew's 
Assurance to Drop Banko, Ete. 





ANYWAY, IT’S GOOD ADV. 





auspices. 

Father Madden told the story | 
of the picture and pointed to || 
the moral it taught, 

| 
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More Clearance 
Complaints Vs. | 
B&K Heard in Chi 





| 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Formerly the most peaceful town | 
in the nation as far as clearance and 
protection was concerned, Chicago | 
today has become a turmoil of | 
threats, wrangles and battles over 
protection. In the main, the growing | 
unrest is among the independent | 
neighborhood exhibitors against | 
Balaban & Katz, and what they label 
as B. & K. aggression. 


Indie exhibs point to various B. | 
& K. protection demands, and to the 
constant moving up of B. & K. 
houses to earlier and earlier release | 
dates. Exchanges have been con- | 
tacted by these various exhibitors to 
secure some adjustment on these 
situations, but the exchanges today 
are completely set on a_ hands-off 
policy and refuse to enter into any 
disputes on clearance, passing the 
buck right back into the laps of the 
exhibs, telling them to straighten 
out these problems themselves. Ex- 
hibs insist that it’s up to the dis- 
tributors to come into the picture 
to get to some common ground of 
settling these differences on the basis 
that, after all, it’s the exchange | 
which grants houses product in cer- | 
tain release weeks. 


FOR ‘CLUB DE FEMMES’ 


Censorship of Jacques Deval’s 
French film, ‘Club Des Femmes’ 
(Girls’ Club’) and a review by a 
critic on the New York 
is understood to have burned 





one of 
dailies, 
a high official of the French govern- 
ment. Picture is currently showing 
at the 55th St. Playhouse, N. Y. 
Deval, who is a candidate for the 
French Academy (40 immortals), is 
a recognized French author, 


cial and artistic worlds. 
Board of Censors had 
numerous cuts in the picture and 
alteration of the English titles. 
Deval, who has a keen, sarcastic 
view of literary conventions has 
never before been accused of turn- 
ing out indecent stuff. 

The offending remark made by the 
N. Y. critic was a statement that no 
matter how acceptable to the French, 
this is not the sort of picture which 
will appeal to American audiences 


N. Y. State 
insisted on 


| generally. This, it is understood, is 


considered a slur on French taste. 


Attention to the changes in mean- 
ing of the picture was brought to 
the public’s attention by another re- 
view (N, Y. Times) which compared 
the cut and uncut versions. As it 
stands at present, the picture has 
been altered so that the girl whose 


| child is born out of wedlock appears 


to be already married, and it is not 
her lover, but her husband whom 
she introduces into the woman's 
club, The French dialog has not 
been altered, so that anyone under- 
standing the lingo will know what 
it’s all about. She’s married in Eng- 
lish; in French, she’s discussing her 
plans for the event. 

Distributors are Arthur Mayer and 


But the exhibs are coming to the | Joseph Burnstyn, 


where in appealing to the exchanges 
to intercede for them in any way, | 
and for that reason are coming | 
around to the decision that if it’s | 
up to them, they’ll have to go to 
the courts as the final recourse. Such 
situations have arisen over the In- 
diana line in territory serviced out | 
of the Chicago exchange, and par- | 
ticularly in several spots on the| 
north side of the city. It is in the} 
north territory that B. & K. has 
been particularly active these past 
few years, both in the acquisition of 
houses and the actual building of 
new theatres, of which the Cine and 
Will Rogers are cases in point. B. & 
K, also started something when it 
decided to go into Gary, Ind. 

While there is legal action already 
under way in Indiana, the local ex- 
hibs have not progressed beyond the 
hint of recourse to the courts, though 
one of the indie circuits on the) 
north side has gone so far as to| 
draw up a legal brief, holding it up | 
as a threat, but without actually fil- 
ing it. 

In a couple of instances it appears | 
that the indie operators are waiting | 
until their houses run into the red | 
and they are forced to close their | 
doors. At that time the reported 
plan is they will go to court and 
attempt to obtain damages on being 
forced out of business. Feel that this 
would be something concrete, in- | 
stead of the present necessity of go- | 
ing into court with the various ab- | 
stract complaints of monopoly, re- | 
straint of trade and other pleas of | 
unfair trade practices. 

| 


Animators to Metro 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. | 

Metro’s cartoon animating depart- | 
ment under Jack Chertok now has 
135 on the payroll. 

Newest recruits to the staff are 
Ray Abrams, formerly with Mintz, | 
and Leonard Sebring and Emery 
Hawkins, formerly with Walt Disney. | 


ANOTHER CHECKER-IN 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. | 
June Carlson has been assigned to} 


conclusion that they are getting no- | 
} 

















a featured role with Jane Withers | 
in ‘Checkers’ at 20th-Fox. 

Player has been spotted in a| 
number of Jones Family films and | 


Marcia Mae Jones, who had previ- 
ous commitments. 


moves into the new role deve 





Curry Sparks Advance 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Jack Curry, prez of Advance Pic- 
tures, has completed the reorganiza- 
tion setup of the company with 
Stephen Wilkinson as v.p.; Ann Ross, 
sec.-treas., and Mitchell Leichter, 
head of production and distribution. 


Company has set a program of 12 
features and eight shorts for 1937-38, 
but no starting date for production 
has been announced, 





Par Cracking ‘Barrier’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Cliff Lewis, advertising assistant to 
Robert Gillham at Paramount, has 
gone to the northwest to take charge 
of an exploitation campaign for ‘The 
Barrier,’ Harry Sherman production 
which is to be world-preemed at 
Seattle around Nov. 15. 

Members of the cast including Leo 
Carrillo, James Ellison, Jean Parker 
and Robert Barrat will go north for 
personal appearances in connection 
with the campaign. 





McMANUS’ QUICK SHIFTS 

John McManus, who quit the New 
York Times three weeks ago to join 
Warner Bros., has already left the 
latter to become Alm editor of Time. 
In WB's h.o. publicity department 
for a workout, he was to have gone 
on to the Coast studio. 

Bob Taplinger, new head of the 
studio department, left to take up 
that post Friday (22), 





Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento, 


whose | 
| openings are events in Parisian so- 





Banknight, screeno and all other 
forms of come-on in theatres will be 
eliminated completely from _ the 
Greater New York area if a cam- 
paign under way by the Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn. of N. Y. reach- 
es a successful conclusion. 

Armed with a written commitment 
from Loew’s and RKO that these 
circuits will ban such forms of box- 
office draught if the independents are 
willing to do so at the same time, the 
ITOA is proceeding with a plan for 
New York that may set an example 


for the rest of the country. The 
question is whether the Harry 
Brandt exhibitor organization, com- 
posed of the more influential inde- 


pendent exhibitors in the metropol- 
itan N. Y. district, can induce com- 
petitors of the chains to drop banko., 
The circuits contend that they went 
into cash giveaways because the in- 
dies did the same much as majors 
have always maintained they went 
into duals because indie competition 
made it essential. 

Both Loew's and RKO are anxious 
to do away with banknite, screeno, 
etc. They are cooperating with the 
ITOA towards this end, furnishing 
any information the ITOA non-bank 
nite committee is anxious to have. 

The ITOA has long maintained 
that banknite under circuit usage 
was something the circuits didn’t 
need to compete with indies since 
they had priority of run. Organiza- 
tion recently blasted Loew's because 
it doubled up big pictures and added 
banknites. 


Barry, Pitt, Geos | Ist 
Run; Vaude Idea Out 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

William Skirboll, operator of indie 
Barry downtown, has abandoned 
plan to put flesh into his house and 
instead will convert it into a first- 
run spot. Lining up product of prac- 
tically all of the minor studios, Skir- 
boll will go to duals on full-week 
runs beginning Friday (29), upping 
the scale from 15c. to 25c. 

At present, house is playing 90 
days after big de luxe spots, in some 
cases later, with three changes 
weekly. Plan is to stick in as many 
reissues of old hits as possible along 
with first-runners from Republic, 
Monarch, Monogram and perhaps a 
few from Grand National. 

Skirboll was unable to get enough 
concessions from unions to make 
stage shows feasible in his small- 
seater and dropped idea after a few 
conferences with labor officials. Un- 
der new setup, Manrme Greenwald 
stays on as manager, 





Omaha Orpheum Co.’s 
Debts Total $1,917,192 


The Omaha Orpheum Co., former 
operator of the Nebraska theatre, 
Omaha, acknowledges debts totaling 
$1,917,192 and only office fixtures 
valued at $8,000 and insurance as 
assets, in a schedule filed Saturday 
(23) in Federal District Court, N. Y., 
by William Mallard, attorney for the 
corp. 

The chief creditor named in the 
schedule is the Stadium Theatres 
Corp. of California on cash advances 
up ‘o $791,191. Outstanding bonds, 
with interest, on the Omaha property 
is estimated at $1,118,055. 


Mack to L. A. for GB 
Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
Edward Mack, formerly district 
manager for Gaumont-British in the 
Chicago area, has succeeded Kenneth 


| Hodkinson as western district man- 





Kadio-Sision Corp. of America; manu- | 


facture television equipment; eapital 


Directors Howard 
Robert Hoyt, Leon Ungar. 


“took £1. 000.000 


Gafines 


$100; permitied to issue all Directors: 
John J, Schaller, Virginia FE. Schaller and 
Lucille J. Catron, 


ager for the company. 

Mack also is functioning as GB 
branch manager here pending arrival 
from the east of a successor to Paul 
de Outo, recently resigned. 


‘SPAWN’ TO LEWIN 


Holiywood, Oct. 26. 


Paramount's ‘Spawn of the North’ 


Radio Vision Productions, tne.;  pro- 
duce radio plays; capital stock, 2,500 
shares no par, Directors Leon F. and | 
Ted H. Henkel and Owen A. Bartlett. 

Pablo Theatres Corp.; capital stock, 
S10.000, none subscribed, Directors: 
Charles Pp. Skouras, (jeorge Topper, 

|} Charlies A. Buckley, Albert W. Leeds, 
John HK. Bertero. 

Compton-South Gate Theatre Corp.; 
capital stock, $10,000, none subscribed 
Directors: (Charles A Buckley, Albert 
W. Lees | John H. Bertero 

Coast Show Equipment Co. theatrical 
equipment: capital stock, 70 shares, par 





has been handed to Albert Lewin to 


produce, taking it off the General 
Office schedule. 
Henry Hathaway will direct. 


Mrs. Johnson Dec Bask 


Mrs. Martin (Osa) Johnson. the 
explorer, returns to New York 
Nov. 15 with her manager, Clark 
Getts. 

She’s been making a film for 


20th-F x in Borneo, 


Sera. Smee 
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“vast audiences will give picture smash returns! 


“‘A great screen tale, told with greatness, is Metro’s multi-million 
production ‘Conquest’. . . superlative are the performances of 
Greta Garbo and Charles Boyer, with support of the same high 
calibre down through the handpicked cast—the kind of co-starring 
delivery the public and the critics have a right to expect from the 
full surge of Garbo’s and Boyer’s finest artistry. Neither has ever 
before reached these heights of dramatic power, and the spell they 
lay will remain long in the minds of the vast audiences which will 


give the picture smash returns! . . . As great also is the direction of 


Clarence Brown.” —Variety, (Coast) 


““Garbo’s portrayal consummately beautiful . . . Boyer’s is an un- 
qualified triumph.” —James Francis Crow, Hollywood Citizen-News 


“One of the best of the season.” —Alexander Kahn, United Press 


“You'll thrill to ‘Conquest’.”” * —George Fischer, NBC 


“a sovereign victory. ..a veritable triumph!” 


“A sovereign victory for quality and prestige of the films may be 
predicted when ‘Conquest’, starring Greta Garbo and Charles 
Boyer, reaches the screens of the country . . . This picture gives new 
meaning to the worn-out adjective lavish, supporting cast, settings, 
costumes, everything has been combined to create a new and dis- 
tinguished cinema achievement . .. Garbo is amazingly beautiful— 
singularly adept and subtle in her portrayal. Boyer’s Napoleon is 
a veritable triumph of sincere and painstaking care and authority. 
Director Clarence Brown has brought the production to a fine 
and glowing fulfillment.” 


“The great Garbo is.” 


—Edwin Schallert, Los Angeles Times 


—Jimmy Starr, L. A. Herald-Express 


“Unusually fine picture.” —Robbin Coons, Associated Press 


** ‘Conquest’ superb. Garbo is lovely and fragile . . . Her perfor- 


mance is exactly right.” —Virginia Wright, L. A. Evening News 


“ ‘Conquest’ is indeed that for M-G-M. This romantic portrayal 
of Napoleon and Marie Walewska is a new triumph for the ever 
glamorous Garbo and always inspiring Charles Boyer.” 

—E. J. Smithson, Hollywood Magazine 


“one of the finest pictures | have ever seen!” 


“It is one of the finest pictures I have ever seen. Both Garbo and 
Boyer gave top performances. . . 1 don’t see how any actor will have 
the courage to play Napoleon after Boyer’s perfect portrayal. It is 
the finest performance I have ever seen on the screen.” 

—Ruth Waterbury, Photoplay 


“don't fail to see this latest and greatest film effort!” 


“Don’t fail to see this latest and greatest film effort of the great 
Garbo. In this sumptuously mounted Metro picture she will again 
enthrall you with her magnificent artistry.” 

—Gordon Fawcett, Fawcett Publications 


“conquest” 
colossal! § 


read! reap! 









“beyond anything the screen has ever known!” 


“M-G-M’s ‘Conquest’ magnificent . . . stirring story of Napoleon’s 
romance with Polish countess one of the screen’s finest offerings 
. .. Regal magnificence beyond anything the screen has ever known 
surrounds great Garbo and Charles Boyer in this romance of 
Napoleon and the glamorous Marie Walewska . . . Intense, vibrant 
and eloquent biographical play . . . A tour de force from every 
angle .. . M-G-M has gone beyond all precedent in the making of 
this majestic production . . . Will challenge world-interest . . . A 
stunning pageant of European history is unrolled with consummate 
artistry and, at its centre, two compelling figures live again. Garbo 
and Boyer, co-starred, draw companion portraits that touch real 
greatness and whose sympathetic appeal is powerful.” 
—Hollywood Reporter 


“boxoffice all the way!” 


“Picture is box-office all the way . . . It is great woman’s picture 
... Make a note to see Greta Garbo in ‘Conquest’. . . Pick of the 


pictures.”’ —Warren Stokes, Jay Emanuel Publications 


“Great Garbo’s latest picture ‘Conquest’ will please all lovers of 
screen spectacles. Clarence Brown’s direction is impressive through- 
out.” | 7 —Louella O. Parsons 


“Lavish, beautifully produced. Garbo excellent. Boyer, the best I 
have ever seen.”” —Sheilah Graham, Nana Syndicate 


“A great stirring drama with Napoleon and Walewska consum- 
mately brought to life by Boyer and Garbo.” 
—Harrison Carroll, King Feature Service 


“Best Garbo picture I have ever seen.” 
—Milton Parker, International News Service 


“a truly great picture!“ 


“A truly great picture in every sense, with Garbo and Boyer giving 
beautiful performances. Brown’s direction is magnificent. Without 
a doubt it is one of the finest pictures ever produced.” 


—Elizabeth Wilson, Silver Screen 


“Exciting love story every woman will understand. Boyer’s per- 
f lish ic high... 3 

ormance establishes a new romantic high . . . I’ve never. seen Garbo 
in a better performance.” 


—Ed Sullivan, N. Y. Daily News and Syndicate 


“the best picture of this year!“ 


“*Conquest’ the best picture of this or any other week this year. 
Most poignant historical love story ever told or seen. A picture 
like this comes along to revive our childlike faith in the movies as 
an art and the best entertainment in the world. Garbo—in this— 
climaxes her career with a performance which forever establishes 
her as the Eleanora Duse of the screen. Boyer as Napoleon at last 
finds a role in which his tremendous powers and talent have full 
scope. Clarence Brown has turned out a fine picture. It will set 
Metro’s trademark as the highest quality and give them priceless 
prestige for years to come. It’s the sort of picture one can go and 
see two or three times with pleasure every time . . . so run, don’t 
walk to the nearest entrance of any theatre which plays Garbo and 
Boyer in ‘Conquest’.” —Lloyd Pantages, NBC 
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| EXPLOITATION :-: By Epes W. Sargent | 





Two from Omaha 
Omaha. 


Big Apple craze brought to light 
by Bill Miskell at the Orpheum here 
is proving biggest entertainment fad 
in years. As a midnight show at- 
traction Saturdays dance contest has 
packed the house four weeks 
straight. 

Contest is open to colored dance 
couples who compete in about 30- 
minute sprint for cash prizes._ Sam | 
Turner’s Big Apple orchestra: was | 
brought on for the original contest | 
month ago and regular part of set-up 
now. Billy Meyers has task of m.c. | 

Following contest Orph gives pre- 
view of next week’s feature picture. 

Although no seats reserved for | 
midnight show, advance ticket de- 
mand forces selling of ducats for this 
one performance through week, only 
time in show biz such necessity has 
arisen here. By Saturday house is 





as much as one-third sold out in 
advance. 
Added midnight show boosts 


weekly gross neighborhood of $1,200 
to $1,500, capacity of house at 40c. 

What began as an innocent bit of 
exploitation for Orpheum theatre 
catapulted to point of being publicity 
gag of week. To draw attention to 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ Bill Miskell, 
Orph manager, staged demonstration | 
of duelling in lobby with Bob} 
Stephenson, YMCA instructor, chief 
illustrator. 

Seeing Stephenson at work patrons 
on leaving ask for bout and disarmed 
instru@tor quickly several times in 
few minutes, according to witnesses. 
World Herald picked up story first | 
naming challenger as ‘Sgt. Stuart’ of 
Canadian Mounties, later unmasking 
him in another story as Tom Falls, | 
19, piano pupil of August Borglum. 

Denying story he was_ bested, | 
Stephenson challenged Falls to meet- 
ing any time, any place, claiming 
publicity injurious to his rep. Falls | 
expressed willingness to meeting. 
but Stephenson for time being out of 
town working at regular occupation | 
as salesman. j 

Miskell announced would stage 
meeting at Orpheum but only with 
cooperation of daily and officials. 





In Spirit 

Bill Hendricks, transferred from 
the Warner Santa Barbara house to 
the Downtown, Los Angeles, reports 
a peach of a gag he used in the re- | 
sort town just before he left, putting | 
over “Topper.’ ey 
He announced that a host of pic- | 
ture stars would attend the opening 
‘in spirit,’ and fixed up a mike for | 
a Hollywood opening, with lights and 
all the rest. Auto after auto drove 
up and the doorman opened and 


closed the doors, though no one 
could be seen. The announcer, 
however, proclaimed each _ spirit 


guest, and a cut in from an office 
overlooking the lobby gave the vo- 
cal responses to his talk, each ‘spirit’ | 
praising the show. The only person | 
actually to emerge from the line of | 
Cars was a pretty girl who leaped out 
of one of the last arrivals to an ac- | 
' 
| 


companiment of a honking auto horn, 
which gaves the announcer the cue 
to declare that Harpo Marx had ar- | 
rived. : | 

Made such a hit with the natives | 
that Hendricks repeated the follow-— 
ing night, when it went over even | 
better because the bystanders had | 
caught the big idea of the spirit | 
gag, which tied in with the play. | 





Tricky Stuff | 


RKO has gotten out a tricky and 
effective campaign book for its ‘Stage 
Door,’ with a real metal latch on 
the cover for stage door which opens 
to disclose the three featured play- 
ers in silhouette. Backing this are 
separate portfolios for exploitation 
and lobby decoration, advertising 
and publicity, permitting the man- 
ager to split the book among vari- 
ous departments or to handle each 
one separately, if he is the whole 
shop, This partly offsets the over- 
size of the pages, since each section 
is light enough to be handled easily. 

Some of the exploitation and lobby 
stunts are outstanding in that they 
hit out along new lines. 





Doob’s Doings 


Oscar Doob, of MGM, dipped into 
politics lately; devising an effective 
stunt for Mahoney, the Democratic | 
nominee for Mayor. Gag consists of 
window sheets and auto window 
stickers, Former proclaims ‘ 
votes for Mahoney,’ while the car 
paper reads ‘This car contains —— 
votes for Mahoney.’ Number varies 
from two to eight to avoid monotony. 

Kings county committee issuing 
100,000 of each. Doob likes the idea 
so well he has copyrighted it against 
future use, 











Life Begins with Dunking 


, New Haven. | 

Working on the idea that a lot of 
people start their day with coffee 
and sinkers, Ben Cohen plugged the | 
Benchley ‘How to Start the Day’ 
short at the College with a dunking | 
contest. 

An Oakley went to those showing 
the most finesse in the gentle art of | 
sopping up java-with crullers. Gag | 
went over well with the Yale boys. 


; 
! 


! cide, 


| Truth’ 
| have managed to get them all. So 


| Grove, widow of B. B. Grove. 


| ner at the local Elks’ Club (Oct. 21) 


Prez Helped 


Philadelphia. 

Through efforts of Columbia ex- 
ploitation department, houses play- 
ing ‘Lost Horizon’ taking plenty of 
advantage of plug Roosevelt gave pic 
in his war speech in Chi earlier in 
the month. 

Near beginning of his talk, he said: 
‘To paraphrase a recent author ‘per- 
haps we foresee a time when man, 
exultant in the technique of homi- 
will rage so hotly over the 
world that every precious thing will 
be in danger, every book and pic- 
ture and harmony, every treasure 
garnered through two millenniums, 
the small, the delicate, and defense- 
less—all will be lost or wrecked or 
utterly destroyed.’’ 

The quote is lifted directly from 
speech made by Grand Lama to 
Ronald Colman in ‘Horizon.’ Colum- 
bia blew up quote and spread it in 
front of houses playing pic. 

Maurice Gable, manager of the 
Boyd, here, figured gags so thick 
and fast in Columbia’s ‘The Awful 
that crix couldn’t possibly 


he arranged with Bob Sidman, Col 
exploiteer in this territory, to get 
dialogue sheets of entire pic. These 
were sent to all crix in town. 


No Shorts 
Mangum, Okla. 
Some time ago Pat Duffy, in 
charge of the Temple theatre here, 
instructed his sign painter to prepare 
an announcement that due to the 
length of the feature picture ‘Little 
Women’ only a limited number of 


| short subjects would be screened. 


The artist’s sign: ‘Due to the length 
of ‘Little Women’ no shorts will be 


| shown.’ 


Teaser Stuff 


Oklahoma City. 
Teaser on. ‘Stella Dallas’ used by 
local Standard Theatres was a series 
of teaser billboards. 
Left side of the board contained a 


blank picture border. Copy said: 
‘This space reserved for the finest 
picture ever made S——— D———.’ 
Color used on board was yellow; 


letters were red. 


Theatre Changes | 








Denver. 
Fox Intermountain has increased 
its chain to 90 theatres with the 


| purchase of the Marlow, Antlers and 


Orpheum, at Helena, Mont., from 
the Intermountain Theatres (Publix). 
Orpheum is closed, this making 27 
Fox houses not operating. 

Two other chains, also with head- 
quarters in Denver, have added to 
their numbers. Dave Cockrill, owner 
of the Denham, has opened 
Washington Park as the Park, there- 
by increasing his chain to four Den- 
ver houses. 

W. H. Ostenberg, president of the 
Midwest Amusement & Realty Co., 
has purchased the Grove and Riviera 
at Gering, Neb., from Mrs. Clara L. 


Buffalo. 
Gayety has been taken over and 
will be reopened by Grand National 
for a series of special showings of 
its own product, beginning Oct. 30 
with ‘Damaged Goods.’ 





Columbus. 

Savoia theatre sold to Central 
States, Inc., organized recently by | 
Virgil Jackson and John Murphy. | 


Will be renamed Goodale. 
Yuma, Ariz. 
E. B. Sturdivant, owner of Silver | 
Crest Theatres, has purchased the} 
Peoria in Peoria, Ariz., from Mrs. 
Ida W. Hocken. 
Hollywood. 
Warren Burgess has bought into 
the Colony theatre with the McGuire 


family, and is now operating the 
spot. House was bought sometime 


ago by the McGuire family, head of 
the Breck Photo Supply Co., after 
being dark for many months. 


Troy, N. Y. 
Harry G. Black, recently shifted 
by the Fabian interests from the 
Palace, Albany, back to His old spot 
at Proctor’s, Troy, was given a din- 





by business men friends and mem- 
bers of the American Legion, Elks 
and nights of Columbus, groups with 
which he has worked. Judge John J. 
Sweeney was a member of the din- 
ner committee. 





the | 


Washington. Plans call for a one- 
story stucco and tile building, 156 
by 70 feet, with a two-story unit 
for the projecting room. 





Pensacola. 
E. Vernon Gordon appointed man- 
ager of the Saenger, filling vacancy 
of Monte Hance, called to New 
Orleans. 
Salem. 
Grand theatre to get a $20,000 face- 
lifting job. 





Lincoln. 
Ed Burke, formerly with Westland 
Theatres in Colorado, transferred to 
be manager of Varsity. Milt Over- 


“in policy. Price is tc be 
from 15c to 30c. 
Bob Huffman, formerly with J. H. 


jumped 


Cooper Enterprises in Colorado, 
comes here as assistant city man- 
ager of the Lincoln Theatre Corp. 


under Walter F. Shuttee. 

Alvin Hendricks, replaced as man- 
ager of the Varsity by Burke, will 
go to Greeley, Colo. 

St. Louis. 

Harry Blount, Potosi, Mo., who 
recently opened his new Plaza, 650- 
seater, has shuttered the Delco, also 
in Potosi. 

Beverly, 1,000-seater erected by 
the Nash-Holloway Theatre Corp. 
in St. Louis County, opened last 
week. It’s the most elaborate cinema 
palace in the county. 

D. Thompson has 
Cuba, Mo., formerly 


opened 
operated by 





also operates Liberty, in Caruthers- 
ville. 

Leo Robbins recently closed his 
theatre in Dixon, Mo. and the Lyric, 
Newburg, Mo.; Palace, Frederick- 
town, Mo., reopened. 

The Rankin, Rankin, Il, recently 
opened by R. A. Walter, former cir- 
cus and carnival advance man. 

The Frisina Amusement Co. of 
Springfield, Il., planning new thea- 
tre in Olney, IIl., on site recently 
acquired. The Frisina Co. now owns 
the Arcadia and has long term lease 
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St. John N. B., Oct. 26. 
In the third of a series of breaks 
in which safes have been carried 
away with their contents, thieves 
made a nocturnal call at the Capitol, 
Truro, N. S., and moved the safe 








the safe. 
ager, went to the theatre in the 
morning, he found the safe had been 
| torn out of the wall, taken down a 
flight of back stairs to a rear en- 
trance, and placed on a truck. 

The safe weighed 350 pounds. The 
break was made through a _ rear 
window, 





Atlanta, Oct. 26. 


Bach’s downtown Alpha theatre last 
week and made off with $2,104. 
Cracksmen gained entrance through 
a skylight. Robery was discovered 
by George Kantor, Bach’s assistant. 
Money represented receipts not 
only from Alpha, but other Bach 


t 


tions of the $110,000 building from | 





man, Westland city manager here, 
will direct operations of the Kiva, 
when it goes under the new first- | 


Cuba, | 


Wilmer Ashe. 
I. W. Rodger Circuit, Cairo, IIL, 
opened Bijou, Caruthersville, Mo., 


e > P | 
and about $400 in cash contained in | 
When C. G. Fraser, man- | 


Yeggmen blew the safe of Louie | 








But No Banko 





East 125th street’s new Tri- 
Boro theatre in N, Y. offers 
about the longest nabe show to 
be found. In adition to six 
vaudeville acts, Boro offers two 
feature pix, two comedy shorts 
and a newsreel; all for 30c. tops. 
Turnover occurs every 42 
hours. 











Lincoln, Oct. 26 


Janko was ousted as a_ supple- 
mental means of luring patronage to 
| Nebraska theatres (22) the 
Supreme Court opined it contains all 
the 


necessary to 


when 


lottery 
the 


elements of chance and 


bring it under 
state’s prohibitive laws. 

Review was on the Beatrice Thea- 
ters Corp. (Beatrice, Neb.) on which 


| Attorney General Richard Hunter 
and his staff won over in Gage 
county court with District Judge 


Fred Messmore handing down the 
decision. Messmore, now a supreme 
|court judge and who was ineligible 
| to sit in this case, said if such a 
| practice were allowed, and _ that 
| participants were induced to not 
| only spend money on a chance, but 
| to give of their time or go out of 
| their way, would be giving 
sideration and bé a part of a lottery. 


| Omaha, with the Motion Picture 
| Exhibitors Association (28 theatres), 
was the big holdout and has a case 
| before the Supreme Court asking de- 
| nial of the Supreme Court’s tempo- 
| rary injunction becoming final, but 
this bottles the OMPEA case also. 


j —————————— 


Conway’s Double Anni 
| Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Conway, manager of the 
| Egyptian, in swanky suburban 
| Bala-Cynwyd, celebrating 10th anni 





Joe 


|} of house this week and his 25th 
year in show biz. 
Conway, noted for many odd 


stunts he has pulled, being first to 
| intro no-spika-da-English pix into a 
|nabe, complete short subject pro- 
| 8rams, special Saturday morning 
| Shows for kids and balloting for re- 
|} quest pix, 


| 
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OKLA. CANNOT 
~ SEE PRICE TILT 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 26. 
Dispatches filtering into’ these 
wide open spaces from civilization 
inform the local trade that theatre 
prices are going up and double bills 
But few 
seem to be following the lead. 








here 
The 


trade at one time figured they'd fall 


out. around 


going 


in line with price rises and elimi- 
nation of double bills but changed 
their minds after completing tests. 


Result is prices are dropping, ex- 
house which 
40c, and 


at one downtown 
from 25 to 


cept 


has advanced 


double-bills are being increased at 
the nabes which have heretofore 
steered clear. The Midwest, last 
remaining 55-center here dropped 


|} to 40c, which is now top for three 
| downtown houses. Balance of prices 
peg at 25c with that being top nabe 
| prices though double-bills are be- 
ing brought into them at 15¢ mati- 
nees. 

Double-bill menace steered clear 
or OX. untill T..3B. Noble Jr. 
brought in his new State whereupon 


competing Liberty (across street) 
shot in two for the price of one. 
State since has discontinued with 


| Liberty being only downtown play- 
ing duals and grossing around $2,500 
| a week doing so; which is profits if 
| you ask any of the local boys. 


| Lag at nabe houses is unex- 
| plained. The same situation has 
| developed elsewhere in the state. 
| Last two days of week, generally 


| hot stuff for the b.o., are cold tur- 
|key here until back-breakers are 
; put in and then the boys and girls 
|clamor for standing room. 

| Out over the state it’s the same 
|yarn. In no-competish houses sin- 
| gles are king, of course, but where 
'two or more theatres compete, 
| double-bills, bank nights and free 
| ice cream cones are the bill-of-fare. 
| Local exhibs believe low prices 
| will stick; tests have shown John 
| Q. and his wife stay away in droves 
unless the picture is a smasho. Top 
prices here have been 75¢ and on 
| a decline ever since. 


| 
| 
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nabe houses. Thieves overlooked a 
valuable diamond ring and $2 more | 
in strongbox, | 
a | 
Detroit, Oct. 26. 
After two previous holdup losses, | 
Cashier Gertrude Johnson  out- | 
talked a thug who attempted to rob 
the Avalon nabe b.o. last week, and | 
saved house’s weekend receipts. | 
Recalling other instances when | 
she gave up $100 each time. Miss | 
Johnson got mad and stalled him off 
until customers frightened him 
away. 





3 Comerford Houses 
Strike, Settle in 1 Day 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Sirike of house employes at Com- 
erford houses in Hazelton last week | 
had managers and assistants selling | 
tickets, doing door duty and usher- 
ing. Walkout was called by 32 ushers, 
doormen, janitors and cashiers at the | 
Capitol, Grand and Feeley theatres. | 








Philadelphia. 
New house being erected at Mt. | 
Joy. near Reading, by Harry Chert- | 
coff, of Lancaster. | 
Isaac Marcus renovating front on} 


| of strikers were called in 


After picketing houses all day, reps 


fered changes in hours and increases 
in wage scales. 
and sandwich men were called off. 


his National Theatre and the inside | Houses operated as usual during the 


of his Rialto. ; 
Harry Colmar remodeling his Col- 


| trouble, with execs doing the labor; | 





ony, at Brant Beach, N. J., and the | 


Colonial at Beach Haven. 
at Beach Haven. 
Lawton, Okla. 
Workmen. have begun laying out 
the site for Fort Sill’s new theatre 
building after the post quartermaster 
yffice received pians and specifica- 


Also re- | 
ported he may erect a 1,600-seater 


’ 
Okla. MPTO’s Conv. 
Oklahoma City, Oct. 26. 
| Morris Lowenstein, president of 
the MPTO, has announced the con- 


be held at Biltmore hotel 


Nov. 8-9. 


will the 


here 





ana ot-|| “SOULS 


Grant was accepted | 


vention of Oklahoma theatre owners | 








SECOND WEE 
Willlam Powell - Myrna Toy 
in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's 
“DOUBLE WEDDING” 
Coming! Garbo and Chas, Boyer 
in “CONQUEST” 





TODAY ONLY 
“PRISONER OF ZENDA” 
Starting Thursday 
“BIG CITY” 

LOU HOLTZ in person 





TIMES 


| PARAMOUNT,™: | 


HELD OVER 33RD WEEK 
IN PERSON 


| Jane Froman 
| . 





| AT SEA” 


Gary George 
COOPER KAEFT 


Benny Meroff || 


AND HIs 
ORCHESTRA 


Se 














HELD OVER 
‘Ali Baba Goes 
to Town” with 

Eddie Cantor 


Special Stage 
Attraction 


| ith Av. & With St, | 


ROXY 


Alf ‘ 
SF ie ip.M, 











si? MUSIC HALL 
"VICTORIA 
THE GREAT" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











@ Next Attraction ¢6 


Boris Karloff in 
"West of Shanghai" 
CRITERION | a5. 


B'way & 45th St. ie 
Opens 9 A.M, Midnight Shows te 3 PLM. 














Now Playing 
Doors Open 9°35 AN 


Broadway & 47th St 


AM. Put MUNI, 


| fea LIFE OF EMME 









MAT. 
TODAY 
} Twice Daily 2:40-8:40 9.m 
| Last 2 Weeks 
HOLLYWOOD THEATRES 
Bway. at $1 St.—Circie 7-5545 
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NEW SYMBOL = TESTING WOMAN’S NEWS 
Buffalo Politicians Borrow Bergen | | Hollywood Condemns Sponsored Gossip Benton & Bowles Tries Out Trans- 


And His Dummy as Analegy 





Buffalo, Oct. 26. 

Charlie McCarthy and Edgar Ber- | 
gen probably don’t know about it, 
but they are playing a big part in 
the local mayoralty campaign. The 
Times, staunch supporter of Demo- 
cratic Candidate Tom Holling, has 
enlisted their left-handed aid. 

Ed Jaeckle, Holling’s Republ ‘can 
opponent, is pictured in Times car~ 
toons as both Bergen and McCarihy, 
sitting on his own knee. 

Point the Times keeps hammering 
on is that Edgar Bergen Jaeckle, as 
parity boss, is spokesman for Charlie | 
McCarthy Jaeckle, candidate for 
mayor, 

In addition to being mayoralty | 
nom -nee. Jaeckle is Erie County Re- 
publican chairman. 


Bowes Social 


Deference Jams 











| By Arthur Ungar 














(Smouldering resentment of the picture colony in 
Hollywood against the gossip gentry now on the in- 
crease over national and regional hook-uns inspired an 
article in last Thursday’s (21) issue of Daily Variety, 
Hollywood adjunct of VARIETY. It vigorously 
condemns ‘tip off and scavenger group’ and points out 
that industries sponsoring such scandal-mongering at 
the expense of films might have a few skeletons of their 
own they would not particularly care to have aired on 
a transcontinental hook-up. Complete article is repro- 
duced herewith.) 


 ciighietgen industry has been taking an at- 


tack from the inside which has been wal- 


‘loping the tar out of it, and not offering any 


resistance toward it. 
That attack is nothing else but the utterings 


icoming from the ether columnists who have 


been getting the cooperation and aid of the stu- 
dios to enable them to function. Currently 
there are 18 so-called expert and authentic ra- 
dio gossipers on -the air, either with national 
hookup or Coast circulation. 





CBS on Ducats 


With a total of 10 tickets weekly, | 
its allotment for the Major Bowes’ | 
Chrysler program, the CBS press de- 
partment in New York is in a per-/| 
petual dither trying to keep its con- | 
tactees pacified. Bowes office takes | 
almost the total amount leaving CBS, | 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, et al out | 
on a limb, 

Execs of the motor combine and 
Bowes, latter very social, gobble up 
every available ducat issued on the 
1,200-seat house for their friends. 

Calls at the agency and CBS are 
nixed so often that it is beginning 








These people mostly have been sold to spon- 
sors for their dynamiting ability. “The spon- 
sors who are endeavoring to bring attention to 
their commercial product are not interested in 
the progress of the picture biz. All they want 
is to bring attention to their commodity so that 
its sales power will increase, ‘They do not care 
what sort of program they sponsor so long as 
it will cause the dialers to listen in. With the 
success of a few Hollywood gossipers in the 
past year on short period programs, sponsors 
have been looking for more Hollywood gos- 
sipers. And those they want are the tip off 
and scavenger group. They are led to believe 
that these people have the dirty low down on 
Hollywood and its people and that they can 
toss it out authentically as well as authorita- 


to cause hard feeling. CBS is'obliged| tively. So it is a cinch that they will take a 
to take care of newspaper people and | .,.. ,j,J¢ [ 

out-of-town chain execs with the | >° j a ae ey 

pittance it receives. Reservations | 


cannot be made by either of the two 
organizations which must first wait 
upon the orders from ‘above.’ 

Empty seats seen weekly attest to 
the social ‘mailing list’ policy gov- | 
erning the stub distribution. 
parently the public and press are 
second considerations in the matter 
with the network taking it on the 
chin from both sides because of the 
situation which it cannot control. 


NO EXHIB RESENTMENT 
TO ‘CHAN’ TRAILERS 


Indianapolis, Oct. 26. 

David Heenan, Jr., who’s handling 
publicity for Razmond Morgan Co., 
of Hollywood, blew into Indianapolis 
over the week-end, for starting cam- 
paign hereabouts, in connection with 
Van Camp Pork and Beans and other 
canned goods sponsorship of ‘Charlie 
Chan’ transcriptions over WIRE. 
Platters started airing yesterday 
(25) and will go five nights weekly, 
at 6:45 p. m. (CST). 

Due to ‘Charlie Chan’ film popu- 
larity, screen trailers are one of the 
promotion stunts on this platter 
series, with theatre patrons being 
urged to ‘tune to WIRE at 6:45 p. m. 
five nights a week.’ Theatre owners 
hereabouts are not objecting to these 
paid plugs for radio on their own 
screens, since the revenue is wel- 
come, and because the dialing time 
is too early to hurt their business. 

Other promotion plans for the 
radio Chan include posters in gro- 
ceries handling Van Camp products, 
etc. 











MARY PICKFORD COSMETIC | somewhat altered when it returns to 





Mary Broadcast on Behalf of Her) 
Own Line—If and When 





Ruthrauff & Ryan is working with 
a cosmetic manufacturer for the 
turning out of a line of goods which/ 
will carry the imprint of Mary. 
Pickard. Proposition includes the 
actress goihg on the air with a week- 
ly dramatic series. 

Agency figures that it will take 
several weeks to iron out all the de- 
tails. 


Roul Marlo at CBS 


Roul Marlo, who suddenly quit as 
radio director of Birmingham, 
Castleman & Pierce last year, is now 
writing continuity for CBS in New 
York, 

Marlo had in the interim been in 
South America, 





a. gossipers want to make good with 
the sponsor so they go out looking for 


anything possible that may cast the picture biz 
or its personnel into ill repute. It means noth- 


Ap-|ing to them to blast, either on authoritative 


information or hearsay. ‘They can’t be hurt 
but helped. The sponsor thinks it is great be- 
cause listener rating goes up. The hearsay 
stuff mostly is inaccurate. Sometimes there is 
a protest. Most times not, as the picture people 
feel insisting on corrections simply rekindles 
a fire which went out with the last broadcast. 
So they have taken it on the chin. 

The picture people need not be afraid of 
these gossipers, they can stop them. It is a 
cinch, 

x * OF 

T is only with the tolerance of the pic indus- 
try that these people have been able to 
thrive. So the studios now should stand on 
their own. Not only has the tipoff and dirt 
gossip on the air hurt those about whom it has 
been told, but it also has hurt an investment— 

the pictures these people are in. 


Theatregoers want entertainment; they pay 
for that—they do not pay for learning who is 
snooty—or for ascertaining the inside of how 
a picture is made—accurately or inaccurately. 
‘Then why be the means of allowing these gos- 
sipers or their hungry leg men, who get a mere 
pittance in reward for the service they render, 
to have the cooperation and aid of the studio 
to establish the rating of the gossipers with 
the commercialists who grab them at a figure 
which is far out of proportion to what they 
would have to pay for a real entertainment 
program originating from Hollywood. 

They are the chumps, because they pay a 
heavy fee for filth and dirt which reputable 
newspapers will not print. 

* *« ca 


HE picture biz and radio have plenty in| 


common so far as good will toward each 
other is concerned. ‘The radio needs picture 
names—or names that have come from the 
ether waves which are currently controlled by 
studios under contract. In return for getting 
them, radio aids pictures in giving air previews 
of skifs and scenes from important pictures. 
That is good healthy cooperation and as long 
as both industries get a 50-50 break it should 
continue. It helps the theatres, the picture 
people feel, and it also helps the commodity 
accounts of the radio which pays the fare. 
Therefore there is no reason that the radio 
advertising agencies or sponsors should dig 
down to the depths of the scum barrel to get 
material for what they call entertainment. 
Every industry may have its skeleton. The 
industries which provide sponsorship likely 
have theirs. They do not want the closet 
opened—they feel it is their biz and not that 
of anyone else—then why should they take a 


different viewpoint so far as the picture biz is | - 
} time, 


concerned and want to tell everything bad 
about it and seldom anything good. 

The picture biz is one that is expected to 
provide entertainment. It does its best to do 
so. If the entertainment is good, it profits. If 
not, it takes its loss and does not squawk to the 
outside world that the public does not know 
what it is doing. 

x x * 

T is true that many things are done in the 
picture biz that the industry does not at 
all feel proud about. But as long as they are 
not criminal or destructive—why should some 
gossiper spring forth on the air to outdo the 
others blasting and dynamiting the picture biz? 
They think it cute and cunnirg. ‘The sponsor 
feels he has the most authoritative person in 
Hollywood giving it out. The picture people 

stand by and squawk but do nothing. 

There are guts and self respect in the picture 
biz and it is about time they are asserted. Then 
it is a cinch that these soft money grabbers will 
either fade from the horizon or take jobs to 
which their talents are qualified—and a sure 
thing is that the picture biz is not that field. 








VOCALISTS WITH ARMCO. 
WHEN SHOW RETURNS 





Vine Street 
Crosstalk 


NEW YORK RADIO EDS 
CALL OFF THE RIBS 














Armeo (American Rolling Mill) 
/returns to the air on Jan. 2 with a 
‘half-hour Sunday (3 p.m.) program 
‘over NBC-blue. Show will originate 
'on WLW, since Cincinnati is the 
/ home of the company. Frank Simon's 


‘band will again be used. Last year 
show was in a Tuesday night niche. 








Bill Schary, 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
KFWB 
hauled east to smoke out a buyer for 
‘Can You Write a Song,’ 
new novelty program. 

Andre Charlot, English stage pro- 
ducer, negotiating for a radio berth 
with one of the networks, ,’ * 


A truce has been called on the 
ribbing that has been going on to 
and by and among four of New 
York’s radio editors, Alton Csok 
(World - Telegram), Ben Gross 
(News), Nick Kenny (Mirror) and 
Dinty Doyle (Journal-American). 

Chiefly,,Cook and Doyle were put- 
ting the pinch on the Tabloid Twins. 


sales excc, 


station’s 


Layout of the program will be 


the air, with the additions of vocal- 
ists. As yet the singers have not 
been set by the N. W. Ayer Agency, 
which handles Armco. 


Polly Shedlov to New York 


St. Paul, Oct. 26. 
KSTP’s ace femme gabber, Edith 
‘Polly the Shoppper’ Shedlov, de- 
serts this sector Nov. 1, for a fling 

at fame and fortune in Gotham. 
Blurbing six accounts every day 
on her participating program, Polly 
has had her stanza sold tight for the 
past six years. Having lent an ear 
to other femme voices who are in 
the heavy sugar, Polly wonders 








what they’ve got that she hasn’t. 
She’s going to tackle mike work on 





| spec in New York for an answer. 


Tiny Ruffer teletyped the Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan home office 6,000 word 
synopses of the next five ‘Big Town’ 
episodes. 

Adolphe Menjou and Verree Teas- 
dale in the guest niche on the Al 
Jolson song-and-giggle opus No. 2. 

Walter Johnson resigned his berth 
as continuity editor at KHJ to pro- 
duce ‘Script Teasers’ for Music Cor- 
poration. 

George Corey deserting radio for 
the pursuit of playwriting, Ashmead 
Scott moves-in as production aide to 
Savington Crampton on the Jack 
Oakie Camel show, 

Regina Schuebel of 
agency looking around, 

Madge Evans, Ralph Bellamy and 
Basil Rathbone to guest on succes- 
sive Sundays with Feg Murray, 

Dorothy Barstow in from the east 
to set up production for the new 
Jean Hersholt series, 

Matt Barr and Martha Sherwin 
new additions to NBC publicity staff. 

John Deering plays five characters 


the Biow 





and for rather a stretch the victims 
were unaware of their tormentors. 
All the old gags were worked to 
frazzles, and then the far-feiched 
annoyances were brought into play. 
Blowoff came when the ribbing got 
so intense the stage was reached 
when the cops, ambulances, hearses 
and hospital psycho wings were 
drawn in. A couple of scares re- 
sulted, but by then the major slice 
of radio row was a gallery, and the 
original ribbers were being made 
butts too frequently themselves. 





on Bill Goodwin's ‘Hawaiian Moon’ 
program, 

Sam (Schlepperman) Hearn 
bought a hilltop home and is trying 
to yodel in dialect. 

Don Wilson is an apricot orchard- 
ist in his spar. moments. There’s 
three dozen trees on his valley acres. 

John Rodgers in from London for 
a lookaround in tow of the J. Walter 
Thompson crowd, 











radio Idea Via WJSV, WHIO 





Continental Baking is now testing 
Transradio’s ‘Women in the News’ 
feature in two cities, Washington 
(WJSV) and Dayton (WHIO), with a 
view to expanding it to national 
scope in the event it clicks. Daily 
broadcasts, 15 minutes each, are writ- 
ten and edited in the news service's 
New York office and teletyped direct 
to the stations. 

Similar program is now on its 
third 13-week cycle for Palmolive- 
Colgate-Peet. Both accounts are 
handled by Benton & Bowles. 





RADIO WAGON 


SLEEPS SIX 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

New mobile unit being constructed 
by WBBM-Columbia here will con- 
stitute One of most complete roll- 
ing studios ever built. Besides being 
base of operations for WIOXHI, and 
having complete studo equipment, 
also contains recording apparatus, 
and living quarters, 

B'gger than ordinary auto trailer. 
it has sleeping quarters for six, and 
regular trailer household equipment 
including lavatory, ice box. and 
clothes closet. Recording room is 
separate from studio, and broadcast- 
ing equipment is located in ceiling 
at eye level. 

Will be taken around midwest te 
pick up special events, store open- 
ings, and speeches, Figure the re- 
cording unit to be essential in cases 
where WBBM time is sold, and ar- 
rangements can be made for re- 
broadcast, 

Flash so big, station intends to 
have permanent crew for mobile 
unit, and keep it on the go all the 








WOR CORRECTS NBC; 
SUBMARINE OLD STUFF 


Latest dispute over ‘the first time 
in radio’ involves broadcasting from 
a submarine. WOR, Newark, in- 
formed NBC Monday (25) that it had 
stretched the truth when the net- 
work asserted through the Magic 
Key show the day before (Sunday) 
that the airing from downunder, 
which comprised part of this pro- 
gram, was the first stunt of its kind. 

WOR pointed out that the station 
had Jerry Danzig, of its public 
events staff, do a broadcast from a 
submarine on Navy Day of last year. 
Also that the U. S. Bureau of 
Standards carried through a like idea 
in New London, Conn., as far back 
as 1918. 


WOMEN MUST BE PRESENT 


Cold Business Men Not Right for 
Audition, Says Agency 














Bachenheimer, Dundes & French 
agency, New York, will audition a 
new femme appeal radio program to 
prospective sponsors only before a 
feminine audience to insure best 
possible showing conditions. 

Inierested parties have been asked 
to bring along or have present 
femme family members and gal em- 
ployees who are available to pass 
judgment on the show built around 
tenor, Joey Nash. 


Walt Disney Deal Set 


Walt Disney and his cartoon char- 
acter, Mickey Mouse, goes on the 
air the first week in January with a 
half hour’s show for Pepsodent un- 
der a deal closed in New York by 
Roy Disney, business manager of 
the cartoon producing organization, 
who flew in for the purpose. Con- 
ract is for 13 weeks with options. 

Program will go on air Sunday af- 
ternoons from 3:30 to 4 p.m., New 
York time, and be built around Dis- 
ney cartoon characters, including 
Snow White and Seven Dwarfs of 
feature of same name RKO will 
place on release around Jan. 15. Mu- 
sic, a name m.c, and other features 
will be included. 











J. Walter Thompson Chicago office 
execs now in New York. Boys 
bounced into the Big Burg for the 
impending Auto Show and fo- Nae 
tional Cheese Week, 
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3 Young & Rubicam Shows Returning 
From Hollywood, but ‘No Significance’ 


Young & Rubicam doesn’t think 
that the fact it is moving three of its 
shows from Hollywood to New York 
shortly after the first of the year can 
be interpreted as- indicating a trend 
toward a general re-migration of 
network commercials. Two of the 
slated transfers, Fred Allen (Bristol- 
Myers) and Phil Baker (Gulf Refin- 
img) are merely out there because of 
picture commitments, while the 
third, the International Silver Thea- 
tre, is being brought east to take ad- 
vantage of ‘some of the dramatic 
names playing on Broadway. 


Two more from the agency’s radio 
staff are going out to the Coast this 
week. Both of them, George Mc- 
Garrett, producer, and Harry Von 
Zell, announcer and general utility 
man, will work on the Allen show. 
Peter Van Steeden will go along to 
maestro the program. Von: Zell will 
also rejoin the Baker show. 


THOMPSON RADIO STAFF 
IN NEW YORK SHRINKS 


Bob Brewster is being transferred 
to Hollywood from J. Walter Thomp- 
son’s New York office to replace Ed 
Gardner as producer on Fieisch- 
mann’s Sunday night show with Feg 
Murray and Ozzie Nelson. Gardner 
has quit to go with Bill Bacher on 
the Metro show for Maxwell House 
Coffee. Ed Rice, writer, leaves with 
Brewster for the same assignment. 

Latest shifts reduced the agency’s 
New York radio staff to the lowest 
numerical level it’s been in six years. 
A. K. Spencer and Gordon Thomp- 
son. are the remaining producers. 
Tom Luckenbill spends most of his 
time contacting Lever Bros., while 
Bob Simon specializes in the super- 
vision of play adaptations. 


LUCKY STRIKE ON WOR 
WITH SONG TITLES 


Lucky Strike cigarets introduces 
its song title guessing program on 
WOR, Newark, next Tuesday night 
(2), using the 8 to 8:30 spot and Dick 
Himber's band. Prizes will be of- 
fered to studio participants and 
there will be another type of contest 
for listeners. 

If the session on WOR clicks the 
broadcast will be extended over 
Mutual. Lord & Thomas piloting. 

















Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Music Corpora‘fon has sold ‘Script 
Tease,’ its first showcaser, to Ameri- 
can Tobacco for a Lucky Strike show 
to replace one of the outfit’s ‘Hit 
Parades.’ Program is a musical af- 
fair with a guessing angle. 

Show to ride over the Mutual net- 
work will likely originate in New 
York. 


Post Office Okays Dick 
Fishell’s Grid Guesses 


Postal authorities had to be con- 
vinced before WMCA, New York, 
could launch a score-guessing contest 
in connection with the Dick Fishell 
football programs nightly at 6:15 
p.m. Sponsored by Sobol Bros. the 
stunt was okayed ‘to use the mails 
because no purchase was necessary. 
Only angle is that entry blanks must 
be obtained at a Sobol gas station. 

Top prize for the best guesser is 
two free trips by plane to the Rose 








Bowl game in California. Weekly 
winners get merchandise. Best 200 
are separated each week. 

Fischell’s contract with Sobols 


runs to Jan, 10. 





Ed Easts to Europe 
Ed East and wife are on a hurry- 
up trip to France and England. First 
vacation in years. 
East and Dumke went off the Kel- 
logg program (locally in New York) 
a week ago, 





Being Watched 


Holywood, Oct. 26. 
Studios are tightening up on 
handouts with gabbers under 
close surveillance. Paramount 
takes the lead in keeping close 
tabs on the air chatter and 
warning that distortions will 
be met with stern measures. 
Other studios are also putting 
gossipers on probation and 
watching for overt acts to set 
examples of what others may 
expect. 














5,000,000 POOR 
RADIO SETS 
IN AMERICA 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 
Program being drawn up here for 


country-wide coordinated effort by 
various divisions of electrical indus- 
try to make America ‘radio con- 
scious’ through the observance of 
‘Radio Month.’ 


Idea was suggested by Harry Boyd 
Brown, national merchandising man- 
ager of Philco at second annual con- 
ference of the International Associa- 
tion of Electrical Leagues at the be- 
ginning of this month. George R. 
Conover, managing director of the 
Electrical Association of Philadel- 
phia is drawing up plans for the 
month to be observed sometime after 
beginning of the year. 


Prime purpose of the move, of| 


course, is to sell sets, tubes and 
service. Idea will be to focus atten- 
tion on obsolete receivers now in 
use. By having these repaired or re- 
placed, it is expected resulting im- 
proved reception will increase listen- 
ing. 

Philco has offered anonymous co- 
operation in the drive. It has of- 
fered to supply envelope stuffers and 
circulars without identifying marks 
on them to anyone desiring them. 


Brown estimated 24,000,000 sets 
now in use are burning up 
$150,000,000 in current consumption 
annually. Sample surveys show, he 
said, that at least 5,000,000 sets now 
are in such punk condish they are 


being snapped on only for emer- | 


gency service, like prize fights and 
Black speeches. 


Ed Smith Drops Dead 


Cleveland, Oct. 26. 


Ed Smith, veteran radio actor, 
dropped dead here yesterday (25) 
in a doctor's office. 
complaining of pains about his heart 
for several weeks. Smith, who has 
appeared on top N. Y. air shows, 
was here to arrange a special elec- 
trical show at Mela Park. He re- 








cently had been doing the com- | 


mentation for Tri-State Pictures, of 
Cleveland, in a film production be- 
ing made for General 


He had been | 


pOSSIPS DR 


NETWORK FIRE 


NBC and Mutual Ready to 
Curb Dirt Slinging— 
Threat of ‘Dynamiters’ 
Brings Speedy Action— 
Exhibs, Guild Join In Gag 
Move 





STUDIOS ACT 





Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Film gossipers on the air took a 
sound whack across the knuckles 
last week. Film industry and its 
players instituted measures to curb 
the practice that is regarded by Hol- 
lywood as becoming a plague. Senti- 
ment against the air gabbers was 
partly crystallized following an ar- 
ticle in Damy Variety. (Holly- 
wood subsid of this publication), 
asking for a showdown from the 
studios to protect their people from 
the scandalous mouthings. 


gabbers in hand was NBC which is- 
sured an order forbidding any new 
commentators or extension of those 
now on the air without an official 
okay by Lenox Riley Lohr, network 
prez. Hollywood execs of NBC de- 
clined to elaborate on the order but 
dropped the intimation that the new 
crop of ‘dynamiters’ may have had 
something to do with the ukase. 


Next to fall in line was Mutual 
and the Don Lee chain, through 
their Coast manager of opera- 
tions, Lewis Allen Weiss. He is- 
| sued a statement saying that it was 
a deplorable state of affairs when 
an air gabber had to make capital 
out of private lives to build up a 
following. He also issued a warning 
that neither Don Lee or Mutual 
would engage or support any gos- 
sipers unless their material is con- 
structive and wholesome. 

Prowl for ‘Dynamiters’ 

Curbing of gossipers was brought 
to a head when the word got around 
that sponsors are shopping around 
for ‘dynamiters’ who know their 
way around and can ‘heat up’ their 
gossip. In an effort to outdo each 
other, local gabbers have been go- 
ing to great lengths to hop up their 
material. Many threats of lawsuits 
have been made by film players but 
none cared to go to the trouble of 
making a court issue of the reverse 
publicity. 

That the Motion Picture Producers 
Ass'n would take a stand against the 
| (Continued on page 35) 




















| 
| 


| Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 


Operating time of WLW for week- 
days was extended to 20 hours and 
15 minutes last week with fall pre- 


WOOD DIRT-DISHERS 





Initiating the move to keep the | 


Everybody Has 





Lenox R. Lohr, NBC prez, 
yesterday (Tuesday) sought to 
clarify the instructions that he 
had issued to the network’s 
Coast division on the matter of 
film gossipers. 

Lohr said tthat he had acted 
merely to protect the network’s 
schedule from being overrun 
with chatterers, since there 
seems to be a strong leaning in 
that direction currently among 
commercials. 


FILM STARS’ AD 
EMBARGO AS A 
RADIO CURB 











Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

In retaliation against the dirt- 
dishing air gabbers, the picture biz 
has decided on further action by nix- 
ing player endorsement of any and 
all commodities, particularly tHose 
with radio commercial tieups, if the 
matter goes unaltered. 


Studios are prepared to clamp 
down on their respective players of 
endorsement value and apply pres- 
sure for discontinuance. Figure it 
should not be difficult, when pointed 
out how thoughtless talk or malicious 
gossip about industry personalities 
may ultimately be felt at the b.o. 

Film biz doesn’t want to end the 
mongering by threatening com- 
modity firms with an embargo on 
ad endorsements, unless forced to 
such tactics. 


In the radio section of this issue 


is further detailed Hollywood's peeve 
against the ether dirt-dishers. 





‘Town Hall’ From 
Coast for Two Mos. 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Picture work will keep Fred Allen 
and Portland Hoffa on the Coast for 
the better part of two months, 
necessitating their broadcast of 
‘Town Hall Tonight’ from this sea- 
board. Series gets the gun Nov. 17. 

Broadcast will originate at NBC 
rental studio on the Warners Sunset 
' boulevard lot. 





WLW Broadcasting Over 20 Hrs. Daily 


Analysis Shows Seven Hours of Religion Weekly— 
New Flock of Programs 


| rosch’s music appreciation classes, 
from NBC, Friday, 2 to 2:30 p.m.; 
| Betty Crocker’s Cooking Hints, for 
| General Mills, a quarter hour Fri- 
day morning, and Salute to the 


Electric. | miere of 13 new programs and six/| Cities, a long-running Crosley mu- 


Smith also is reported to have sold | older ones in revamped form. Sun- | Sic series, 11:15 to 11:45 p.m.. Friday. 


a series of scripts recently to Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. 

Smith was a pioneer dramatic di- 
rector in radio, having worked in 


this capacity for WGY, Schenectady. | 





Brass-less WFIL Orch 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

‘No swing, no sway, no jazz,’ has 
been adopted as war cry of new 
WFIL orch, batoned by Anthony 
Candelori. Unit, at direction of G. 
M. Don Withycomb and Prez Sam 
Rosenbaum, consists of 
made up of strings, woodwinds and 
percussion instruments, 

Brass lacking entirely. 





12 men, | 


day schedule continues at 18 hours 
| of broadcasting. 
| Present setup has seven hours of re- 
ligious programs on the week, in- 
cluding the quarter-hour stanzas of 
The Gospel Singer, Edwin McHugh, 
sponsored by Procter & Gamble, five 
mornings, and the Hymns of All 
| Churches stint with Joe Emerson for 
General Mills four mornings. 
Educational portion of the sched- 
ule embraces: News reviews ‘Around 
the world with the Nation’s Station,’ 
Sundays, 11 to 11:30 a.m. and 6 to 
6:30 p.m.; National Farm and Home 
Hour, from NBC, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., 
daily except Sunday; tenth season 
| of the ‘Nation’s School of the Air,’ 
2 to 2:30 p.m. Monday through 
| Thursday, and Dr. Walter Dam- 


| Four latest commercials on WLW 
pare; Chandler Chats, organludes, for 
| Bernard Perfumers, through the Sel 
| Johnson Co., St. Louis, 8:30 to 8:45 
| am, Tuesday and Thursday, starting 
| this week, ‘All the Answers’ for 
| Procter & Gamble to blurb P&G 
| White Naptha soap, through Comp- 
| ton agency, NYC, 10:15 to 10:30 a.m., 
| Monday through Friday, feeds to 
| KWK, St. Louis, starting this week. 
| ‘Friendly Philosopher’ for the Mantle 
,; Lamp Co. of America, through 
| Presba, Fellers & Presba, Chicago; 
| 8:15 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, originating 
| at WIND, Gary, Ind., started Oct. 15. 
| ‘Clear Again,’ for Clear Again cough 
| syrup, through Aubrey, Moore and 


| 
| Lohr Clarifies 


Metro-Maxwell Will Arrive Deluxe: 


Several Assistants 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Bill Bacher’s production staff for 
Metro-Maxwell House gigantic, 
which shoves off Nov. 4 from El 
Capitan theatre, has Ed Gardner from 
J. Walter Thompson agency, and 
Sam Moore, recent head of the Wil- 
liam Esty outfit on the Coast and 
producer of last year’s Camel show. 


Both Gardner and Moore will look 
after the comedy material on the 
programs, preparing the script and 
talent for Bacher’s production. Gard- 
ner had been at the helm of the 
Bakers’ Broadcast here and last 
season piloted Robert Ripley’s broad- 
cast and Shell Chateau. Harry Kron- 
man remains in charge of writers on 
the show and Mary Edith Stahl 
functions as production aide to 
Bacher. 

After much deliberation Metro and 
Benton & Bowles execs decided to 
tag the air opus ‘Good News of 1938." 
The MG lion will get his roar in at 
the opening and closing. 

In the Talent Parade 


In the talent lineup of the inaug- 
ural will be Jeanette MacDonald 
and Allan Jones chirping a few 
numbers from ‘The Firefly’ in the 
air preview section; Pete Smith in a 
comedy routine; Sophie Tucker in a 
memory lane feature, bringing to the 
mike many old timers from Broad- 


way, including Gus Edwards, Eva 
Tanguay, Trixie Friganza, Irene 
Franklin and Arthur’ Rosenstein; 


Eleanor Powell, Buddy Ebsen, Una 
Merkel, George Murphy, Judy Gar- 
land, Ted Healy, Dave Gould’s danc- 
ing girls and Meredith Willson’s or- 


chestra. Herbert Stothart, studio 
music head, will baton one number. 
Robert Z. Leonard emcees. the 
opener. 


First airing of the series will be 
a dress-up affair with the 1,572 seats 
reserved for an invited audience 
Stage is being dolled up to represent 
the Culver City lot in miniature, 
with curtain effect a replica of the 
MG gate swinging open just ahead 
of the red light flashing on. 

Heavy Beat on Tom-Toms 


Publicity and exploitation cam- 
paign, geared to top any previous 
ballyhoo nationally, is being han- 
dlied- by Dean Dorn of MG and 
Burns Lee and Pat Patterson of 
Benton & Bowles. Metro is claim- 
ing that this radio first night will 
compare with any ever staged for a 
picture premiere. Street will be 
roped off and flood lights flashing 
their colored beams welkin-ward. 

Louis K. Sidney is here from New 
York to look after the biz end of the 
$25,000 weekly show and Marcella 
Knapp, for the past 10 years assis- 
tant casting director at Metro, will 
act as liaison between Sidney and 
Bacher. 

Second broadcast Nov. 11. will 
have Freddie Bartholomew and 
Spencer Tracy enacting a sequence 
from ‘Captains Courageous’ in the 
dramatic section. Fanny Brice will 
also be on for a comedy turn. 

Tom Gerety and Milton Weiss 
were assigned last week by Howard 
Dietz to be the N. Y. M-G con- 
tacts to Benton and Bowles on the 
Maxwell House Coffee Hour, 

Purpose is to furnish the agency 
with publicity material on person- 
alities which Metro is more familiar 
with and in a better position to han- 
die than the agency. 





Dramatic Auditions N. G. 
But Got Eye on Danc'ng 


Detroit, Oct. 26. 

Melba Sklar, Wayne U co-ed whose 
several dramatic auditions at WWJ 
failed to jell, succeeded this week 
by tripping the light fantastic. 

While hoofing with 15 other 
Wayne studes as background for 
WW/5J's ‘Houseparty’ show. co-ed and 
her dancing partner, Barney Kav- 
anau, caught eye of Ty Tyson, WWJ 
assistant manager, while doing the 
‘big apple,’ ‘truckin,’ etc. Result: A 
solo dancing spot each week and 





| Wallace, Chicago, 10:15 to 10:30 a.m. | 
| Sunday, started Oct. 17. 


promise of a first chance at future 


‘ acting role, 
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Operetta in Public Domain Causes 
Litigation on Allegation English 
Copyright Lyrics Were Broadcast 


E. B. Marks Music Co. has filed 
suit against Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, 
Benton & Bowles and CBS in the 
Federal Court, N. Y., charging that 
a dramatic performance of “The 
Waltz Dream’ had been broadcast 
without obtaining the necessary per- 
mission, Although the operetta it- 
self is in the public domain, Marks 
claims that it holds the renewal of 
copyright on the English lyrics and 
the melodic adaptation to those 
lyrics which were used on the pro- 
gram, ‘Beauty Box Theatre,’ with 
Jessica Dragonette and Charles Kull- 
man, 

B&B agency had cleared the score 
through Tams-Witmark, the grand 
rights booking outfit. In its com- 
plaint Marks states that the ‘Waltz’ 
was broadcast by the same account 
twice within a year, the later oc- 
casion being three weeks ago. The 
usual infringement damages are 
asked. Web and agency declare that 
the contract with Tams-Witmark in- 
demnifies them against any damage 
suits and that T-W has taken over 
the defense of the action. 

Both Columbia and NBC for the 
past two years have closely guarded 
the data pertaining to these oper- 
etta broadcasts and refused to pro- 
vide such data for reference listing 
when requested for fear that a time 
of rechecking might develop. It oc- 
curred to the webs only a few 
months ago that no one connected 
with them had taken the precaution 
to find out whether the grand rights 
to these works had been properly 
cleared and signed releases obtained. 
Practice had been to take the word 
of the agencies affiliated with the 
programs, 

Similar jittery situation applies to 
the mass of adapted plays, short 
stories and whatnot broadcast dur- 
ing the past several years, 


DOC LEVY WINS FIGHT 
FOR TWO YEAR PACT 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

WCAU signed an agreement with 
the American Communications Asso- 
ciation, Local 28, last Thursday, just 
one day after it obtained an injunc- 
tion to prevent its 18 engineers from 
picketing.. 

New binder provides exactly the 














N.A.B. on A.F.M. Status 


Washington, Oct. 26. 

Reminder that no blanket 
agreement solving the contro- 
versy with the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians has been 
negotiated went to all broad- 
casting stations Saturday (23). 
N.A.B. circularized curt state- 
ment that trade group ‘has not 
approved any form of contract 
for the employment of musi- 
cians.’ License-holders were 
referred to the unanimous reso- 
lution adopted by the director- 
ate Oct. 17 urging station au- 
tonomy in dealings with A.F.M, 

Sticking to the position that 
action in concert would be un- 
wise for several reasons, James 
Baldwin told all units that the 
N.A.B. has not approved any 
formula for use in deciding the 
numbe: of musicians which any 
station should employ or the 
amount of money any broad- 
caster should spend for talent. 











same terms as one signed with a 
company union, WCAU Technicians’ 
Association, last May, except for a 
7% percent wage increase. The 
company outfit was dissolved about 
six weeks ago when the panelmen 
resigned in a body to hook up with 
the CIO affiliate. 

Termer sets up 40-hour, five-day 
week, minimums of from $46 to $69 
weekly and provides arbitration ma- 
chinery, Strikes and lockouts are 
forbidden. It runs two years. 

Injunction was obtained when 
Dr. Leon Levy, prez of the station, 
and Willard Bliss, ACA exec vice- 
prez, failed to reach an agreement 
on the length of the contract. The 
union wanted one year, Dr.“Levy 
two. They were together on other 
points. 

Following a harmonious meeting 
last Monday, they deadlocked on this 
point Wednesday. That afternoon 
Judge Harry S. McDevitt issued the 
writ. Although, at an ACA confab 
that night, the union’s attorney 
pointed out he could have the in- 
junction dissolved because it was 
purely illegal under a new Pennsy 
law, the panelmen decided to accept 
the two years. They went to Doc 
Levy Thursday and signed. 

WCAU gabbers, all members of 
AGRAP, are next on Levy’s sked. 
They presented demands last week 
and will talk to him on them in a 
day or two. 

WFIL was listed for a get-together 
with ACA last night, but the meet- 
ing was pestponed until today. 





Stan Thompson Reassigned _ 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Couple promotions in WBBM pro- 
gram department takes Stan Thomp- 
son off supervisor of operations desk, 
and make his assistant program 
director, under Bobby Brown. 
Louis Thompson, formerly engi- 
neering supervisor gets the super- 
visor of operations title, 











Cited for Alleged Bias 
Withycomb Pooh-Poohs 


Announcers’ Charges 





Philadelphia, Oct. 26 


WFIL was hauled before’ the 
National Labor Relations Board yes- 
terday by American Guild of Radio 
Announcers and Producers’ on 
charges of firing gabber Joe Weeks 
for union activity. Case was held 
under advisement pending consul- 
tation with AGRAP, 


Weeks, the station claimed, was 
hired on Sept. 1 of this year for a 
30-day trial period. It was mutually 
understood that if satisfactory he 
was to get more coin and a perma- 
nent job. Don Withycomb, g.m., 
testified. 

He was unsatisfactory, however, 
Withycomb said, and was canned for 
that reason. Withycomb denied that 
he even knew Weeks, who formerly 
worked at WLW, was a member of 
AGRAP, Weeks admitted to the 
examiner that he was not a particu- 
larly active member, 

In defense of his position, Withy- 
comb pointed to the fact that engi- 
neers, who are an ACA unit, fre- 
quently yen hold meetings in the 
studio without molestatfon from the 
management. He agreed to recog- 
nize AGRAP as the collective bar- 
gaining.agency for the gabbers. 

Weeks has been succeeded at WFIL 
by Don Martin, who started spieling 
on WTEL, Philly, in 1932, and since 
has been working at WIBG, Philly, 
and WTAR, Norfolk. 





Glenn Snyder Makes Varsity 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Glenn Snyder, general manager of 
WLS, is now a vice-president. 
Has been named v.p. of the Agri- 
cultural Broadcasting Corporation. 


WARNED OFF 5 STATES 


Chi Publisher Reps—Told Net to 
Supply Orchestras 








Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Music publisher representatives 
here last week received instructions 
from New York that ihey were not 
to supply popular music to any bands 
| in Washington, Montana, Nebraska, 
| Tennessee or Florida. . 
| Due to anti-ASCAP laws and gen- 
| eral performing rights battle, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


INDIANAPOLIS 
EMPLOYE 
POLICIES 


Indianapolis, Oct. 26. 
Unionization of local radio em- 
| ployees in any and all categories, by 
jone of the nationally mushrooming 
organizations, looks tough. 

Indianapolis Light & Power, 
WFBM owner, has already in opera- 
tion a company union covering its 
entire staff. All hands have had a 
| recent raise; on average $9 a month. 
| Hours have been shortened, too; an- 
|nouncers on 40-hour week, etc. 
| At WIRE there is no official union, 
| either outside or company, but own- 
ier, Eugene C. Pulliam, is putting into 
practice a special campaign, scoped 
to keep his employees satisfied. 
Working hours are being adjusted, 
and a new bonus plan goes into ef- 
fect on Jan. 1. 

Local stations chiefly promote on 
the cuff live talent for dramatic 
work from schools and colleges here, 
plus rather extensive use of itinerant 














.| entertainers at low piecemeal payoff. 


This enables the stations to do a bit 
better by their actual full-time staffs 
than a flock of other broadcasters of 
similar size and situation around the 


country, os 


DE ROUVILLE AGENCY 
BUILDS RADIO DEPT. 


Albany, Oct. 26. 

George S. De Rouville Agency, 
Albany, has built up its radio de- 
partment by engaging two Schen- 
ectady women veterans of the broad- 
casting field, Rosemary Cramb and 
Marjory C. McMullen. Mrs. Cramb 
has been with WGR, Buffalo and 
WNBxX, Springfield, Vt. 

Miss McMullen scripted, acted and 
handled household programs for 
Leighton & Nelson agency, Schen- 
ectady. 


Add: Fish Fables 


, Oklahoma City, Oct. 26. 

Skeptical and weary about the fish 
tales of Edgar Bell and Gayle Grubb 
WKY’s advertising manager, M. H. 
Bonebrake, returned from a trip of 
his own with a sardine-size perch 
duly stuffed and mounted. It hangs 
on his wall and reads in bronze: 

‘Caught by M. H. (Deep Sea) Bone- 
brake, August 12, 1937, in Mud Creek, 
Okla., hooked at 12:11 p.m., landed 
after terrific struggle at 12:12 p.m., 
12-ounce rod, 80-ib. imported Japa- 
nese silk line, piano wire leader, 
worm bait.’ 




















Performing Artists Await Decisions 





Will Not Proceed on Pennsylvania Victory—Further 
Tests Impend 





National Association of Perform- 
ing Artists has no intention of fol- 
lowing up its victory in the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania, with the es- 


tablishment of a licensing system in 
that state. A. Walter Sokolow, as- 
sociate counsel for the NAPA, de- 
clared last week that the organiza- 
tion will wait until other high courts 
have recognized the artist’s rights to 
his creative or interpretive works 
before it proceeds to exploit this 
right. 

Pennsylvania high court held that 
the interpretive artist has common 
law right in the phonograph records 
he makes and that their broadcast- 
ing without his permission not only 
is an invasion of this right but con- 
stitutes unfair competition. Cases 
embodying the same line of conten- 


tion as the Pennsylvania litigation 
will soon be tried in the Federal 
Court, New York, and the State Su- 
preme Court, Manhattan. Complaint 
pending in the U. S. court was filed 
against WNEW by the NAPA in be- 
half of Paul White. Frank Crumit 
is the plaintiff and WHN the de- 
fendant in the state court matter. 

Sokolow explained that the NAPA 
is not anxious to take advantage of 
the Pennsylvania decision with re- 
gard to radio stations or coin ma- 
chine operators until the right has 
been established in several states 
and Federal districts. He recalled 
that the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and _ Publishers 
pressed case after case in the courts 
for seven years before its income 
from licensing contracts amounted 
to anything. 
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AFM. Deadline Is Nov. 15 





by his office. 


network. 
vision for the indie outlets. 





give the webs any advantage over 





Joe Weber, American Federation of Musicians prez, 
(Tuesday) notified the manufacturers of transcriptions that, if they 
want to be permitted to use union men, they will have to refuse ser- 
vice to stations that haven’t by Nov. 15 signatured contracts with the 

_AFM. With the uniform agreement for affiliated stations practically 
set and ready for distribution among that class of station, Weber's 
next task is to work out a contract for the outlets operated by NBC, 
Columbia and Mutual in New York, Chicago and Los Angeles. 

Weber declared that the Nov. 15 deadline would be the last issued 
He said that the contract which his executive board 
and the affiliated stations’ negotiating committee have finally. agreed 
on would have to be the one submitted for consideration to the com- 
mittee appointed by the stations not associated with a cross-couniry 
Weber asserted that there will be no changing of any pro- 


In the case of the key stations Weber anticipates much haggling 
from network lawyers on the legalities of the contract, but he figures 
that it would not be mete for him to make any changes that would 


yesterday 


their allied stations. 








WLW PRODUCER TOPS 
CINCY ACTORS’ UNION 


Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 

Owen Vinson, on the WLW-WSAI 
production staff, was installed as 
president of the newly formed 
chapter of the American Federation 
of Radio Artists at its first closed 
meeting, Friday (22). In a statement 
to VARIETY he said: 

‘Organization work in the Cincin- 
nati field is well under way. More 
than 75 percent of those eligible for 
membership from the five local sta- 
tions have been enrolled. Com- 
mittees are investigating conditions 
and problems, which are being ap- 
proached carefully and soundly. The 
officers look for 100 percent enroll- 
ment within ‘a few weeks.’ 

Other officers are: 
free-lance actor and writer. vice- 
president; Bill Brown, WLW an- 
nouncer, treasurer. Executive board 
includes: Jack Edmunds, WLW 
producer; Francis Pettay, WKRC an- 
nouncer; Robert Stephens, WCPO 
news writer; Sidney Mason and 
James Leonard, announcers; Larry 
Menkin, writer; Harry Mumma, 
singer, and Jack Zoller, actor, all of 
WLW-WSAI. 


Hawaii Gets Football 


Honolulu, Oct. 26. 

With an average of three grid- 
casts a week scheduled over Hono- 
lulu stations, Hawaiian Island listen- 
ers are hearing all local Honolulu 
interscholastic and senior league 
games and at least eight Pacific 
Coast Conference contests this sea- 
son, 

Honolulu football scufflies are 
being sponsored by Siandard Oil of 
California, with KGMB, the Colum- 
bia outlet, and KGU, the NBC sta- 
tion, dividing the broadcasts. Con- 
ference games on the Pacific Coast 
are being short-waved under the 
Associated Oil banner, and rebroad- 
cast by one or the other of the Hono- 
lulu transmitters. 











Framer Corners Pittsb’gh 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

Pittsburgh’s busiest radio  per- 
former, Walt Framer, with around a 
dozen shows weekly, has just landed 
another new commercial, with 
Joseph DeRoy & Sons, jewelers. 
Program is ‘Radio Swaps,’ familiar 
novelty stunt, and hits WWSW every 
week night for 15 minutes at 7:45 
p.m. 

It'll be remoted from a different 
section of the city each night, with 
sponsor putting up five silver dol- 
lars nightly to be paid passersby who 
have on hand articles Framer calls 
for. 





2 Art Jones’ on Show 


St. Louis, Oct. 26. 

Two Jones boys, both tagged Ar- 
thur, are on the staff of WEW. 
Arthur Jones No. 1 is new program 
and production manager and also 
does an announcing stint. Arthur 
No, 2 has a mike job and the pair 
team with Alex Buchan in locel foot- 
bail and sports programs. 

Buchan has plenty of grief trying 
to tell the dialers the difference so 
he calls them No. 1 and No. 2. 





Helen Stewart Joins NBC 
Washingion, Oct. 26. 
Helen M. Stewart, superisor of 
radio production for Henry Kauf- 
man Advertising Agency, to a job 
with NBC’s local sales department. 
Formerly connected with WCAO 





and WFBR, Baltimore. 


Louis L. Levy, | 


CLO. HANDS OFF 
MUSIC UNION 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 
Despite pleas by several 
|gruntled musickers that CIO begin 
|organizing musicians, the John L. 
Lewis group has decided to leave 
the tooters entirely to the American 
Federation, of Labor, a CIO exec in 
Philly told Variety yesterday. 

He admitted that the industrial 
unionists had gone pretty deeply into 
the matter of lining up musicians, 
but had decided on a hands-off pol- 
icy because there was no need for 
further unionization activities by 
any other group among musicians. 





a)S- 





Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Battle lines are being drawn in 
the forthcoming fight for the presi- 
dency of the Musicians Mutual Pro- 
tective Association with ‘charges 
being made that the Committee for 
Industrial Organization is bidding 
for control of the organization's in- 
ternal policies. 

F. D. Pendleton, prez of the body 
the last five years, is running for re- 
election. MMPA has more than 
6,000 members in the Los Angeles 
and Long Beach areas and is affili- 
ated with the American Federation 
of Labor. Election will be held in 
January. 


HEARST DISSOLVING 
M’CLATCHY LINK 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Murray Grabhorn, KEHE manager, 
appeared last week before the 
Musicians union to ascertain the sta- 
‘tion’s rating as an independent non- 
affiliate, lending credence to reports 
that the two Hearst stations—KYA, 
Frisco, the other—would break away 
from their tieup with the McClatchy 
group. Combination of the six sia- 
tions formed what is known as the 
California Radio System. 

If the break comes, Warners’ 
KFWB may dicker with McClatchy. 
Warner transmitter has the Clairol 
program originating in Hollywood 
and airing over the McClatchy sta- 
tions to the north. 

Elliott Roosevelt, director of 
operations for the Hearst southwest 
radio properties, announced last week 
that he would go on the air as a 
commentator. Twice-a-week pro- 
gram carries a network price’ of 
$3,500 weekly. Just how the show 
would carry across the country he 
would not say. 

Hearst Radio, Inc., and CBS have 
worked out a new five-year contract 
covering their alliance in the South- 
west. Stations involved are KNOW, 
Austin; KTSA, San Antonio; WACO, 
Waco; KTRH, Houston, and KOMA, 
Oklahoma City. 

Emil Gough took the contract 
along with him last week when he 
left for the Coast to confer with EI- 
liott Roosevelt and Hearst chiefs on 
the proposed revised executive setup 
of Hearst’s broadcasting interests. 











CIRM Has Site Trouble 
Regina, Sask., Oct. 26. 

CJRM’s plans for erecting a 310- 
foot vertical radiator upset by nec- 
essity of finding new location from 
present Belle Plaine site, 20 miles 
west of here. Present site is right on 
line of new Trans Canada Airlines 
service and Department of Transport 
refuses to grant license for erection 
of antennae until new site found. 
Main trouble is in getting power 





supply. 
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Sponsor Responsibility 


It is not considered the act of a true fraternity brother to ever 
suggest that an advertising agency is only, or primarily, or fre- 
quently, or ever, just interested in that 15%. Nevertheless, 
their recommendations, or failure to make recommendations, 
and their general follow-the-leader thinking, is often sympto- 
matic of collection rather than creation. 

Radio programs today are dull. That’s a fact. A handful of 
standouts, almost all of them good entertainment, are so only 
because a star, or a star and writers in happy combination, 
know how, rather than the agency. Scarcely five advertising 
agencies in all have clear-cut right to call themselves showmen 
when it comes to radio production, 





So what? Whocares? Who should do the worrying? Radio 
broadcasting has been famous for years and may always be 
famous for its ability on sheer bigness, sheer penetration of 
millions of parlors, sheer lack of discrimination among the hill- 
billy listeners to get by. Radio enjoys the greatest cover-up for 
ineptitude in show biz. 


A bad legitimate play is panned into a swift closing. A 
floppo film gets double-billing and last runs first. A vaudeville 
act finds its trunk in the alley. But radio programs that mess 
up the kilocycles keep on messing, week after week. Agencies 
repeat the same blunders year after year. Still conning the spon- 
sors, still fumbling, spending other people’s money with a lay- 
ishness that even the Broadway gyps in their best days never 
emulated, either in devil-may-care spirit or prodigal scope. 

If it doesn’t matter, if radio is so big it can absorb all this 
agency joyriding and poker-face kidding, then one bad show ts 
no worse than another, and omens don’t mean what they seem 
to mean, The presence of advertising support has, of course, 
freed radio from the painful necessity of making good quite 
the way shows and films and performers have to make good. 

Meanwhile that mythical creature—the sponsor—who in turn 
has his own sponsor—the stockholder—must decide who should 
worry and how much. Show business itself holds to its fixed 
policy of slowly shaking the head from left to right and won- 
dering how the advertising agencies get away with it. 


Broadcasts Going Stale 


,;reason largely contributes to the 
slender list of programs with new 
| formulas which have _ presented 
| themselves this year. 








(Continued from page 1) 





NBC for Energine, in which the 


newsreel idea of interviewing per- 
sons in the news was adapted for | Networks Blah 
the air by Wally Butterworth and Networks, which formerly could 


Parks Johnson, ‘Missing Heirs’ dram- be counted on to bob up annually 
atizations sponsored on NBC by Bi-| with several dozen new types of 
sodol, and General Hugh Johnson. | shows for sustaining, have been do- 
Latter is included because he is the | ing only three things—setting sports 
first sponsored political commenta- broadcast, picking up special events 
tor, who himself has a national po- | and educating the public in Shake- 
litical background, and who talks | spearean drama. Otherwise the pro- 
about general politics over which! gram departments of the webs have 
NBC has no power of censorship as| applied themselves to the production 
regards his copy. ‘of only the thin-worn formulas on 
Coming program, which Metro- | slim budgets. 
Goldwyn-Mayer studios will pro-| As always, the best and fresh ideas 
duce for Maxwell coffee, may be are sprouting in ‘the sticks, where 


- decked out in new and original gar- | 


ments. But is essentially a guest | 
star revue. That will remain to be | 
seen. 


Failure of big league radio to pro- 
duce many new ideas this year is oc- 
casioned by a variety of causes. 
Likely one of the most important— 
and significant—is the fact that radio 
is beginning to feel grown up, and 
consequently fat and prone to ease 
the pace. It’s rich and respectable, 
and most of the March hares who 


indie stations have to think up show- 
manly and strikingly new ideas to 
compete against more plush-lined 
| programs, which benefit from big 
| bankrolls’ expenditure. Small indie 
|is wide-awake concocting new ideas 
| with which to bait the neighborhood 
|furniture store and the candy mer- 
| chant around the corner into broad- 
;casting. They can’t use programs— 
|to any great extent—which are pat- 
|terned on network-sprawling, name- 
bedecked shows because the indie 





After three months, during which 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists has done nothing but get its 
officers in office, drum up member- 
ship and try to clarify its status in 
the Four A’s, overtures must next 
be made to employers of the artists 
and wage scales for air acting 
pegged. By a curious chain of coin- 
cidences, plus biases within the mem- 
bership roll, AFRA is at a loss—for 
the nonce—for what it should do. 

Under advice from the legal lights 
of Equity, the lezit players’ organi- 
zation which is paternally fostering 
AFRA, procedure has been stalled on 
contacting and s»earing for pacts 
with agencies, stations, networks and 
indie program producers using AFRA 
members. 

Networks are o.k. in AFRA’s eyes. 
Both CBS and NBC pay a flat price 
of $20 per persen for work on sus- 
taining dramatizations aired; Mutual 
at present airs no sustaining ‘acted’ 
programs. 

As for the indie stations around 
New York, on which players must 
cuff their talent on sustaining and 
pick up the paltry $2 or $3 on com- 
mercials, AFRA has at present few 
plans. .Generally advanced within 
the organization is the idea of ignor- 
ing these smallies; then, when the 
Federation has sopped up within its 
ranks most of the air troupers, to 
outlaw the stations which pay off— 
if at all—in the dark-room. Thought 
is to freeze them out on choice 
talent. 

Agencies Teush 

Toughest nut is, of course, pre- 
sented by the agencies. Most of the 
AFRA difficulty is presented by 
Blackett-Samvle-Hummert agency’s 
producing subsid, Air Features, Inc. 

B-S-H airs far more dramatiza- 
tions than any competitor. It also 
pays far less than any competitor—a 
standard rate of $12.50 per broadcast 
to an actor and $5 per for a repeat 
broadcast. AFRA hits its snag in 
that rather a number of its charter 
members appear regularly for B-S-H. 
These troupers, in the main, work so 
many programs a week they wind 
up considerably in the chips. Conse- 
quently they directly feel the B-S-H 
angle should not be stirred up too 
much. However, AFRA, as a body, 
has pointed its first gun at B-S-H, 
and intends to open a campaign for 
a higher standard of salaries. 

Reason for this AFRA aim in the 
B-S-H direction is because the com- 
parative low scale in effect on pro- 
grams produced by Air Features has 
resulted in other large agencies slic- 
ing their scales and naming the 
B-S-H situation as the factor. 

N. W. Ayer, Benton & Bowles, 


B. B. D. & O., and Ruthrauff & 
Ryan are four agencies which re- 
duced payments; and there are other 
leading agencies which followed 
suit. They formerly were generally 
pegged at payments of $50 for a 
part on a broadcast to troupers on 
their commercials. These were 
chopped to $35. Reason stated was 
that the same performers who were 
B-S-H for $12.50 could no 


longer 
As to the indie producers who put 


accounts, payoffs are generally very 
good. 
Gibbens’ Pay-off 
Floyd Gibbons tops the field, past- 
ing a century note on the palm of 


anyone’s paw who does an acting 
job on a program of his. ‘March of 
Time’ ladles out $80 for a good-size 


role on one of its news re-enact- 
|ments, and $35 minimum for a bit 
| role. 


| Phillips Lord comes through with 
| $50 for a part, and more if the role 
is big. Charles Martin, producer of 
the dramas on ‘Johnny Presents’ 
(Phillip Morris), gives a mob actor 
{type heavily used) $7.50, $10 for 
one line, and $25 for a part por- 
| trayed. M. H. H. Joachim, producer 
of ‘Unseen Friend,’ pays $25 and $35, 
and occasionally a saw-buck to a 
one-line mouther. 

What rather irks AFRA is the fact 





| of the radio producers and agencies 
'are likely to find that they can cut 
their present scales and still be well 
above the minimums, This is one of 
the largely contributing reasons the 
Federation has to:date made to di- 
rect overtures for recognition to 
anyone employing air actors. 

Transcription-manufacturers are 
|} also on the AFRA list. World, pay- 
ing on average $7.50 per part, tops 
the field. Others mostly pay off in 
coffee-and-cruller rations. How- 
ever, when doing a commercial job, 
all waxers plead that the sponsors 
having the discs made have limited 
their budgets. In some of the in- 
stances this is true, but there are at 
least two cases of waxers in New 
York, who, for years, have been 
openly known to pay actors only 
half of what they get from sponsors 
for the actors’ services. 

Foreign language discs pay troup- 
ers only $2 for a part. 
line with all pay in the foreign-lino 
field. Writers of one-min. blurbs get 
only $1 for each effort. 

AFRA’S membership strength is 
now considerable. It is estimated 
there are about 1,200 currently un- 
der the canopy. The Federations 





(Copy) 


| pact are workers in the live traffic 


RADIO ACTORS’ UNION MAPPING ATTACK; | 
ADVERTISING AGENCIES WILL BE ENEMY 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert Scale Called Bad Influ-| 
ence on Wage Payments of Other Agencies— 


AFRA’s Next Moves Indefinite 


doing virtually the same things for | 
expect $50 from a competing agency. | 


on web commercials for the agencies’ | 


that when it adjusts its scale, some | 


| figure considerably. 
| and AGMA previously atreed to ad- 


amounts and are expected to okay 


| the additional loans, 
But this in | 


| tions, Inc., covering wage increases 


! ° 

tinues, 
| going to be kited in November: and 
some of the boys and girls use ‘hints’ 





headquarters declares it has lined up 
60°% of all the acting talent that at 
any time works in New York radio 


|} in any capacity. 


Drive for recruits, however, con- 
Latest lure is that dues are 


in their sales spiels, ominously men- 
tioning that after January the entry 
into the federation for those who 
have studiously stayed out, will be 
tougher than getting that camel 
through that proverbial needle’s eye. 

American Federation of Radio 
Artists last weekend set up locals in 
Spokane and Detroit. Brings the 
total to seven, others being New 
York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Chicago, St. Louis and Cincinnati. 
About five more are planned, prob- 
ably including New Orleans and 
Dallas, 

AFRA heads have held preliminary 
meetings with the committee repre- 
enting the American Guild of Radio 
Announcers and Producers member- 
ship. Discussions looking teward 
amalgamation of the two groups are 
planned for this week and next. 
Such a merge, if and when, would 
probably split the AGRAP in two 
opposite directions. Announcer end 
of the organization would go with 
AFRA, an American Federation of 
Labor affiliate, while the technician 
end would probably go CIO, toward 
which it already has strong leanings. 

Demands’ covering recognition, 
waves, rehearsals, working heurs 
and conditions, ete., are virtually all 
drawn up by various AFRA locals 
and committees. Task of coordinat- 
ing them is being handled by the 
national board. Expect to be ready 
to proceed by mid-November. Be- 
sides the networks and independent 
stations, agencies and transeription 
companies will be approached. Idea 
is to combat such moves as that of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert in mak- 
ing its own platters in Chicago to 
save money by hiring dramatie and 
musical performers out of New 
York. 

War Fund of $30,000 

AFRA national board last week 
drew up a tentative budget for the 
year, and submitted it for approval 
by the Screen Actors Guild and 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
boards and Equity council. Orean- 
izations have loaned+AFRA $30,000. 
Budget is understood to tilt that 
Equity, SAG 
vance ‘reasonable’ 


any further 
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American Radio Telegraphists 
Assn., CIO affiliate, last week signed - 
a contract with RCA Communieca- 


and improved working conditions 
for more than 1,000 employees in the 
U. S. and Hawaii. Covered by the 


divesion and messenger boys. 


—— 


lent it color in its more formative | stations’ cheap layout would make 
era have been jogged down on the! the copied idea seem thoroughly 
key positions, where they had say | tenth-rate. As a result they must 
and the whip to have their ideas ex- | put together their own programs. 
ecuted. Radio this year has dipped | These sometimes blossom into big 
down into the ditch; has turned | air stuff. They ascend to networks 


1) lama 


(State 


whether sinver (or both), announcer, speaker, 
instrumentalist, dancer or other classification.) 


2) Mark with “X” class of membership for which you are making this 
application. 


actor ot solo 


PAY FOR OVERTIME? 


Politicians Think the Idea is Quite 
Amusing 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 





filled-stomach tory; won't take 
chances; sticks by its tried and true- 
blue formulas. 

It has turned conservative largely 
because the ad agencies have im- 


pressed on radio their why-worry-if- | 


the-svonsor-doesn’t influence. 


Other reasons which have account- | 


ed for the paucity of new ideas are 
these: 

(1) In moving so many programs 
to the Coast for origination there, 
and heavy talent levying on picture 
studios, program bosses studiously 
adhered to the old formulas. Be- 
cause they are hiring film actors, 
they use them in dramatizations, in- 


terviews or have the talent (if musi- | 
short-cut method | 


cal) sing. It’s a 
which doesn’t require much imagi- 
native thinking or production. 

(2) Late last winter and through 
the spring and summer most agen- 
cies 
freelance program idea 
Came around. This lockout 
largely prompted by the fact Mc- 
Cann-Erickson lost a court suit on 
‘Plagiarism grounds. With no out- 
side-source ideas circulating, agen- 
cies had to depend on 
welled up by their own staffs. This 


had their doors Yaled when | 
peddlers | 
was | 


thoughts | 


'and there, gaudied by casting and 
writing, assume real proportions. 

The old dodges and hack treatments 
|obtaining on Big Broadcasting this 
autumn need no recounting. Pro- 
erams are getting comment from the 
public as being burdened by same- 
ness. In brief, the cry of ‘old hat’ 
is greeting a great many—too many 
—programs. 





BUT NOT TOO FUNNY 


| Skits Will Kid National Advertisers 
at Virginia Cenvention 


Paul Duke, Three Speeds and 
| Freddie Rich are among professiona: 
|entertainers being shipped to Hot 
| Springs, Virginia by the Columbia 
| Broadcasting System to participate 
in its contribution to the amusement 
of the Association of National Ad- 
vertisers this week-end. 

Some eight blackout skits written 
' by advertising agencies will kid the 
| sponsors. Prescription calls for them 
| being funny but not too funny. 
CBS stage management will be 


| vested in Leonord Hole. 


ae | 


~ Active — 





ACTIVE membership—Persons who 
broadcasts ineany capacity or in 


casts a sufficient numbe! 
bership. 





‘Associate 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR 


ey ach 


Non-resident 


have appeared in at least 30 radio 
at least 10 broadcasts as a principal. 


ASSOCIATE membership—Persons who have not appeared in radio broad- 
of times to qualify them for active mem- 


NON-RESIDENT membership—Persons who are neither citizens of the 
United States or Canada, nor resident and domiciled therein. 


| 3) Artists now in good standing in any Branch of the Associated Actors 
| and Artistes of America, or in the American Guild of Musical Artists, 
| need not make any payments prior to November 1, 1937 (or such dif- 
i ferent date as may be fixed by the National Board of the Federation), 


at which time their schedule of 
and payable. Such artisis shall 


4) Artists not covered by paragraph 
as follows: 





State name of your organization.... 


dues and initiation fees will be fixed 
answer the following questions: 


“3” shall pay dues and initiation fees 


Mark Approximate gross income 
with from Radio during Annual Initiation 
xX past year dues fee 

—_——- to $2,000 $12.00 $10.00 
——= to 5,000 18.00 10.00 
——— to 10,000 24.00 10.00 
—_— to 20,000 36.00 25.00 
— to 50,000 48.00 25.00 

| — over 50,000 100.00 25.00 





Three stations here did a plenty i 
hot burn-up last Tuesday night when 3 
Governor George H. Earle, speaking 1 
on bought time, ran 11 minutes and 
40 seconds past his skedded si*n- 
olf. He was speaking at $100-a-picte 
dinner given by Democratic biggies. 
Time was purchased through 
Barnes & Aarons, Philly agency, for 
Democratic Campaign Committee. 

-WFIL was makin oritinal pick- 
up from Penn Athletic Ciub. It was, 
in turn, pumpinz to WTP, which then 





sent it to WDAS. When, a counla 
minutes before Guv’'s allotted time “ 
was up, it became evident to WFIL / 


engineers on the scene that he had a 
long way to go, a hurried telephone 
conversation was held among the 
three outlets involved. All had com- 
mercials following. 

More harm chan good, it was 
quickly decided, would come of cut- 
ting His Excellency from the ether. pi 
So WFIL and WIP did some rapid | ea 
maneuvering to push their commer- bat 
cials back. while WDAS was forced 
to rebate on its account. 

It's figgered Governor used about 
$200 worth of extra time, Stations 3 / 
were given a polite ha-ha when they 7 
suggested collecting for it. 
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CBS OKAYS TRANSCRIPTIONS ON WABC 
UP TO 9 A.M.; IMPORTANT CONCESSION 








Web Estimates Rule Has Cost $250,000 or inital WIP GETS MUTUAL 


Annually on Early 


| 
Columbia has abandoned its policy | 
of barring electrical weer | 
from its New York key, WABC.| 
Though the lifting of the lid affects 
only the periods up to 9 a.m., the 
move is a drastic one for the net- 
“Work setup in New York. Like the 
NBC outlets, WEAF and W4JZ, 
WABC has been closed to any form 
of recording ever since Columbia 
became a full-fledged network. NBC 
has been seriously considering for 
the past several weeks the idea of 
puiting a similar exception to the 
anti-dise rule into effect. 


With the shift in transcription 
policy Columbia is adding an hour 
to its opening time. Instead of open- 
ing 7:30 WABC henceforth will start | 
operations at 6:30 a.m. In order to} 
make the 8 to 9 a.m. period avail- 
able to transcription commercials 
the network is revising the schedule 
ot its early morning shows on 
WABC. ‘The Morning Almanac’ 
with Phil Cook will be moved back 
to 7 to 8 o’clock, while other of the 
network's day greeters will likewise 
be shoved back. WABC has prac- 
tically closed with one transcription 
account for two successive quarter- 
hour periods after 8 a.m. and it has 
still another commercial giving 
much thought to filling in the third 
quarter. 

CBS figures that it has been pass- 
ing up between $250,000 and $400,- 
000 a year on WABC in early morn- 
ing income on the New York because 
of its anti-disc policy. New view- 
point puts WABC into direct com- 
petition with WOR for that type of 
business, 


Big Ado Over 
Statler Band: 
WBEN Victor 


Buffalo, Oct. 26. 
Feuding between WKBW and 











Morning Schedule—New 
Ruling Puts Em Opposish to WOR 


+ 


14 Stations Linked In 





WBEN flared up Friday (22) at 
opening of Happy Felton’s orchestra 
in Hotel Statler here. WBEN, a 
tenant of Hotel Statler, has always 
had an arrangement to put Statler 
orchestras on the air. Consequently 
made arrangements for a _ regular 
Friday and Saturday night schedule 
of broadcasts during Feiton’s stay. 
Felton, however, prior to coming 
here had been a regular CBS broad- 
caster and wanted to stay that way. 
Consequently he made arrangements 
before his Buffalo arrival for a CBS 
broadcast at 11:30 Friday night. This 
was the same time as the scheduled 
WBEN airing. 

Local CBS outlet is WKBW. An- 
nouncements came through from the 
New York CBS office scheduling 
Felton at 11:30 on WKBW. WBEN 
heve insisted that if Felton went on 
WKBW he would not go on WBEN. 
Stailer officials held that the broad- 


cast would be on WBEN or the 
orchestra would not play in the 
Hotel. 
Network Wire 
Felton, on the other hand, con- 
tended that a network wire was 


more important to him than a broad- | 


cat over a local station. 

WKEW revresentatives’ said they | 
would be very willing for WBEN to 
pul 
WBEN’s held out 
broadeast privileges, or else. 

The Statler-WBEN alliance won 
out shortly before broadcast time 
and the half-hour of dance music 
went out over WBEN only. But 
there were still murmuring indicat- 
ing this was not an end to the war, 
but merely a temporary truce, 

Felton wants that network audi- 
ence, 
sibility he may change his first name 
to Gloomy. 


for exclusive 





Personnel changes at WMPS, Mem- 
phis: Tommy Ragland, announcer, 
upped to continuity chief; Bob Knaiff, 
new traffic manager; Clair, formerly 
with WGL, Fort Wayne, new pro- 
gram manager, 


the band on the air, too, but the} 


Until he gets it there’s a pos- | 





Vault as Studio 


Memphis, Oct. 26. 
local outlet for NBC-blue, 
building new offices and studios and 
station consequently is occupying 
temporary and cramped quarters. 
Needing space for airing new pro- 
gram, ‘Mid-South Dinner Time,’ 
WMPS applied to manager of build- 
ing in which broadcaster is now op- 
erating. 

Only spot available was a huge 
vault, no longer in use. This was 
dusted out, wires run in and now 
program is airing. 


WMPS, 





Special Network For 
Corn-Husking Contest 


Columbia, Mo., Oct. 26. 

For the first time, the National 
Corn Husking Contest will be broad- 
cast by a sponsor. Bankroller is Al- 
lis-Chalmers (tractors) Manufactur- 
ing Co. This year’s championship 
ear-peeling test will be held on Jake 
Weber’s farm at Marshall, Missouri, 
on: Nov, 4 

Broadcast will run an hour and 45 
minutes, and be aired commercially 
over a hookup of 14 stations through 
the midwest. WIBW,. Topeka, will 
feed KFEQ, St. Joseph; KFRU, Co- 
lumbia, Mo.; WEW, St. Louis; WHO, 
Des Moines; KFNF, Shenandoah, Ia.; 
KMMJ, Clay Center, Nebr.; WD2Z, 
Tuscola, Ill; WMT, Waterloo, Ia; 
WLS, Chicago; WAAW, Omaha; 
WTAD, Quincy, Dl.; KANS, Wichita 
and WNAX, Yankton, S. D. 

Hookup is no regional, but a link- 
ing of individual stations by Bert S. 
Gittins, Milwaukee agency which 
handles the Allis-Chalmers account. 
Listening area sought is that de- 
voted to farmlands. 

Broadcast will be handled from its 
scene by Don Searle, g.m. of WIBW. 
Describers will be Elmer Curtis and 
Hilton Hodges of WIBW, plus Arthur 
Page from WLS. 





VENUTA BACK FROM HULA 


Benay Venuta, radio and nitery 
singer, returns to New York, Nov. 
15, from a three month vacation 
spent in the South Seas. 

Nothing definite set for her in the 


SHOWS DESPITE WFIL 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Despite WFIL’s grim grasp on its 
flock of webs, WIP is getting some 
Mutual biz here. Has just been 
awarded binder for new Barbasol 
series on MBS to start Friday night 
(29) from 8 to 8:15 and tagged 
‘Radio’s Singing Cinderella,’ Mary 
Jane Walsh, with Not Brusiloff orch. 

Within past two months WIP has 
slipped two other Mutual shows 
from WFIL, which give it a total of 
two hours biz from this source a 
week. Others are Ted Weems’ pro- 
gram for Varady of Vienna Sun- 
days from 1:30 to 2, and Myra Kings- 
ley for H-O cereals, 11:45 to 12 noon 
Mondays through Fridays. 

In each case WFIL might have 
cleared time. 
that its first allegiance is to 
blue and if anyone else offers a net- 
work show it only can be accepted 
on basis that it may be cancelled 
with 28 days’ notice in favor of an 
NBC show. 

In addition to Mutual and NBC, 
WFIL also serviced by Transamerk, 
Quaker State, and has taken Yankee. 


Grab Off Hotel Theatre 
In Coast Studio Famine 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Matronly spread of radio on the 
Coast has brought another picture 
house into the. broadcasting lists. 
When ‘Reunion of the States’ 
switched from KNX to KHJ the Don 
Lee crowd had to do some tall figur- 
ing where to spot it. Sponsor de- 
manded an audience studio. 

Scouts hustled around and came 
up with the theatre in the Ambassa- 
dor hotel, with seating capacity of 
565. 


Kuhn New WGRC Boss 


Louisville, Oct. 26. 

New setup of Station WGRC, lo- 
cated in New Albany, Indiana, across 
the Ohio river from Louisville, has 
George M. Kuhn assuming post of 
general manager. He comes from 
Falvey Agency of Chicago, where he 
was in charge of radio department. 

Other changes in station personnel 
include the resignations of ‘Biff’ Cafr, 
program director and ‘Curbstone Re- 
porter’; Sam Silverstein, commercial 
manager, and Elsie Zurschmiede, re- 
ceptionist, all of whom have made 




















way of dates when she arrives. 


new connections. 





Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 

While Stations WOR of New York 
and WFIL of Philadelphia are set- 
ting an example of trading through 
their own outposts. L. B. Wilson of 
KCKY after weighing the situation 
pro and con has indorsed the sales 
rep idea by appointing Free and 
Peters. Latter firm take over chore 
forthwith. 

Wilson’s decision takes on added 
significance as he has maintained a 
| unique position of not having any 
sales rep since establishment of 
| WCKY in 1929. Paying for national 
| spot as and when and from whom 
| received, Wilson was considered a 
|prize. A desire to free himself of 
| business details in order to put in 
longer loafs in Miami, his favorite 
diggings, is in part behind Wilson's 
change of policy. 

Free and Peters were designated 
by Wilson after going down the list. 
Ed Petry, a personal friend of many 
yeais, was not free to rep WCKY by 
reason of a Kentucky exclusive 
with WHAS, Louisville: 

Wilson was invited to join 
WFIL set-up and have WCKY 
tonjointly. He thought . Free 
Peters line-up more promising. 

F. H. Weissinger, formerly of 
Campbell-Ewald, is a new salesman 
at the station under Lloyd George 
Venard, 





the 
sold 
and 








.B. Wilson, Long Holdout on Reps, 
_ Appoints Free & Peters for WCKY 





Dayton Philharmonic 
Sponsored by Gen. Motors 





Dayton, Oct. 26. 
Five General Motors divisions | 
here—Frigidaire, Moraine Products 
Co., Delco Products Co., Delco Brake 
Co., and Inland Manufacturing Co.— 


13-week broadcast 
Dayton 
WHIO. 

Orchestra goes on the 
Wednesday at 8 p. m. 
morrow (27). 
announcer, 
ing. 


series by 


Philharmonic Society over 


starting to- 
Bob Bowman, station 





Pumpian Adds Radio 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

N. H. Pumpian has been named 
radio director of the Henri, Hurst & 
McDonald agency here where, since 
1928, he has been director of media. 

Pumpian succeeds at the desk of 
Ed Weiss who left to organize his 
town agency as McDougall & Weiss. 
Pumpian will also continue as chief 
of media besides handling the radio 
duties. 








What holds it up is | 
NBC | 


are footing the sponsor's bill for a) 
the | 


air every | 


does musical commentat- 





Vallee’s New Mike 





Under Forum, Rudy Vallee 
elaborates on the microphonic 
pioneering he’s been doing. 

Radio star thinks that the 
broadcasting business is far be- 
hind in the mike technique, and 
is working on a signaling sys- 
tem whereby the performer, in 
the course of his radiocast, will 
readily know, via a signal sys- 
tem, how well-balanced is his 
mike technique, or how to im- 


prove it. 
Vallee claims that radio 
artists, as is, are enslaved to 


the panelmen in the control 
rooms, when it should be cor- 
rected at the source, while 
broadcasting. 











WONT HEAR 
coy 


Washington, Oct. 26. 


Changes in personnel of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission do 
not invalidate decisions, under im- 
plied views on the U. S. Supreme 
Court. 

This principle was established in- 
directly Monday (26) when the high- 
est tribunal refused to ogle the rec- 
ord of the hard-fought ‘640 case’ 


evidence and another rendered judg- 
ment. Appeal had been filed by | 
WCSH, Portland, and Eastland Co., 
losers in tiff with Portland Broad- | 
casting System, which won a permit 
to occupy channel previously re- 
served for KFI, Los Angeles. 
Without giving any explanation, 
the supreme court upheld both the 
Commish action and the opinion of a 
majority of justices comprising the 
U. S. court of appeals for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Unless petition 
for rehearing, expected to be filed 
by losers, causes the tribunal to flip- 
| flop, the case is closed. 
Nullified 


Point involved in the litigation is 
whether Commish subdivisions can 
be changed while a 
pending. Argument 


of Paul M. 
for WCSH interests, was that the 
decision in favor of Portland Broad- 
casting was nullified by shake-up oc- 
curring between rounds. Attorneys 
contended that newcomers to the 
broadcast division — late Chairman 
Anning S. Prall and Gov. Norman S. 
Case—were incompetent to pass on 
the testimony. Commish counsel took 
the view that the record could serve 
anyone as foundation for a decision 
and that removal of the members 
who listened to witnesses—Commis- 
sioners Thad H. Brown and Hamp- 
son Gary (now F.C.C. general coun- 
sel)—did not invalidate the finding 
that Portland Broadcasting was best- 
qualified applicant. 


Court’s could-shouldering for East- 
| land and WCSH finishes the fight, 








| which has reflections in the disbar- | {he commercial 
Fidier’s 


Un- | Drene 


|ment proceedings in which Segal and 
| Smith presently are involved. 


TOP COURT 


Segal and George S. Smith, counsel | 


i; while Mrs. 


KSTP HOST TO 
PEDAGOC 
GATHERING 


St. Paul, Oct. 26. 


Educators attending KSTP’s north- 
west conference on radio in educa- 
tions last week agreed to spread the 
|idea of the radio workshop in the 
| schoolroom with the object of rais- 
ing the level of educational broad- 
casts and of getting the adolescents 
technically interested in the medium. 
Conference is expected to lead to the 
acquisition of better radio equip- 
ment for the classrooms and special 
training for teachers with a yen for 
aircasting. 

Judith Waller, educational direc- 
tor for NBC’s Chicago division, 
scored educators in general for their 
lack of interest in the educational 
value of radio and for doing little to 
develop the right kind of programs. 
State. Commissioner of Education 
John Rockwell warned against stand- 
ardizing educational programs and 
urged that more of the latter be 
supperted by the teaching clan, 
George B. Palmer sug- 
gested the establishment of a central 
clearing house for educational pro- 











| 


grams and program ideas, with this 
sotup also devoted to checking what 
is being done along similar lines in 
other communities. 


Conference, which had an attend- 
ance of 400 persons, was called by 


in | Themes Dunning Rishworth, KSTP’s 
which one group of persons heard | i eedieal director: 


Henry A. Bel- 
| lows, public relations chief for Gen- 
eral Mills; Dr. Malcolm S. MacLean, 
| director of the Univ ersity of Min- 
| nesota’s general college, and Miss 


| Waller. 





WLS TALKING 


(WN ANTENNA 


Oct. 26. 
contract 


Chicago, 
With the present WLS 


| with NBC for use of the NBC-WENR 


radio case is | ree _Ust 
| the Prairie Farmer station is ready- 





likely that the final bench will be in- | 


duced to alter its stand by any fur- | 


transmitter expiring on Oct. 1, 1938, 


ing to erect its own transmitter and 
has filed application for permission 
to build a mast. 


Station has been paying NBC 
$5,500 a month for the use of the 
transmitter, on which it shares time 
with WENR. WLS believes that if 
and when the WLS transmitter is 
erected that deal will be reversed, 
with NBC renting the transmit.er 
from WLS, and using the present 
WENR mast only for emergencies. 


SPECIAL DRENE COPY 
FOR INDIANAPOLIS 


Indianapolis, Oct. 26. 
is only station in.country 
local announcer break-in for 
plugs on Jimmie 

Hollywood Gossip — for 
(P&G). Reason is P&G is 
| testing out a special form of Drene, 
| using different commercial spiel than 





WIRE 
with 


ther moves to get a thorough airing | elsewhere on NBC red web. the new 


of the important issues. 


i WXYZ JUVENILES 





IN MUSICAL COMEDY | 





| 


Detroit, Oct. 26. 


| Air,’ 
atre, 
of five-week duration each. 

Opening this week is 
Mirth,’ a collegiate musical comedy, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


WXYZ/'s ‘Children’s Theatre of the 
hour’s visual show originating 
_in downtown Broadway-Capitol the- | 
is being divided up into serials | 


| product supposed to correct the hair- 
| drying qualities 


of the straight 


| Drene. 


‘College of 


| with 75 juves taking part under di- 


| rection of James 


| dramatic chief, 
| this ‘serial’ with others 
| various types of shows. 


Jewell, 





George McCall Sponsored 





George McCall will do a 
Columbia starting Nov. 16. 
emanate from Hollywood. 

Periods picked by 





7:30 Tuesday and Thursday nights. 


station’s | 
Planned to follow | 
covering | 


film 
chatter program for Old Gold over | 
It will 


Lennen & | 
Mitchell for the account are 7:15 to/ and Irene Rich scripts in for produc- 


This local-announcer break-in, as 
spieled by Bill Frosch, is constant 
headache for WIRE. Reason is copy 
as used on the net usually in drama- 
‘tized form. As switched in by Bob 
Sherwood, NBC spieler, copy has 
been spieled by him, such as: ‘And 


now, we bring you a sprightly con- 
versation between two girls who 


have found Drene to be just too— 
|too . . . ’ Out fades the network 
over WIRE, and in comes the mascu- 
|line booming tones of Bill Frosch, 
| to both confuse and amuse the dial- 
| ers. 


} 





Arch Oboler’s Spot 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Arch Oboler off the Columbia- 
| Lever Bros. Edward G. Robinson 
stanza because of difficulties as to 
how what should be written, but 
will remain on Coast for another six 
weeks at order of William Morris 
base Understood picture tie-up 
being considered, 
Will continue to mail ‘Lights Out’ 


j tion here and in N. Y¥, 
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ee 
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BR 


Taxed for Radio Entertainment, 
Funds Diverted to Television 
‘Experiments, Britons Complain — 


Advertising Agencies Have 





ITISH SPONS 











Giantess ae 


+ 





London, Oct. 26. | 
Though the British Broadcasting 
Corp. is continuing a regular pro-| 


Stunt Opens GFGP 
Saskatoon, Sask., Oct. 26. 
Believed Canada’s most northerly | 


Give Them Sample 


OR ATTITUDE 


VARIETY 


—— 








YANKEE (DEAD: 


Brought Over American | 
Programs Via Records to | 








gram of experimental television | 


broadcasts and more than 10 com-|¢ommercial r 
|Grande Prairie, 
ight- | Opened from the skies, 
: | present plans, Nov. 2. 


panies are offering sets to the public, 
all is not smooth sailing in the s 
sound field of England. 


Owners of radio sets, who pay li- | 


ns s osedly to hear air pro- | 
perigee ay «vent : | equipped plane will broadcast -open- 


grams, are beginning to ask ques- 


tions about television expenditures. | 


They claim this regular radio as- 
sessment strictly for 
grams and charge that part of the 
money so collected goes to further 
television activity. Their contention 
is that it should go to the support 
of better radio broadcasting. 

While public interest and perhaps 
strides in regular televizing has 
been accomplished in this country, 
experts admit that it still is highly 
experimental: Bearing out this idea 
was the complete shutdown recently 
for two weeks or more of the BBC 
transmitter while iepairs and alter- 
ations were made. This merely 
stressed the irregularity of present 
set-up. 

Average price of television sets in 
England is placed at $250 to $300, 
with $175 the cheapest and $850 the 
highest. Doubtful if more than 
2,000. have been sold, with only 
about 800 actually in homes. Lowest 
priced ones are the large midget sets, 
comparable to table radios. These 
supply a picture, three by four 
inches in size. 

Largest outfit, producing a 15 by 
20 inch image by means of projec- 
tion tube on a translucent screen, 
is put out by the Phillips Co., a 
Dutch concern with British backing. 
However, most sets give images 7% 
by 10 or 9 by 12 inches in size. 

Three Hours Daily 

Television programs are  broad- 
cast by BBC three hours daily six 
days in the week. One hour goes on 


is 


in the afternoon after a one-hour | 


stint at midday. Third hour is set 
for night. Midday program is de- 
signed almost exclusively for deal- 
ers. Newsreels, either by British 
Movietone or Gaumont-British; 
vaudeville acts, sketches and lec- 
tures comprise the average program. 
Occasionally outdoor scenes and 
events are televized. 

Most successful outdoor work to 
date. was that of the Coronation, and 
tennis matches at Wimbledon. 

In television circles, chief in- 
terest now is centered on what will 
be done in Russia. A _ transmitter, 
obtained from RCA in the U. S., will 
be placed in operation at Moscow in 
a couple of months. There is talk of 
installing a transmitter in Italy but 
that’s largely in the conversational 
stage thus far. 

Television in Berlin, Germany, is 
of semi-public nature, with few re- 
ceiving sets in the hands of the pub- 
lic. ° Most television in Germany 
must be in public places. France is 
talking a lot about television but 
that’s all. 


RADIO LICENSES ON 





UPBEAT IN GT. BRITAIN 





London, Oct. 15. 
Total number of licenses held by 
owners of radio sets in the U. K. at 


radio pro-| 


radio outfit, 
Alberta, will be 
’ according to 
Officials, fly- 
ing 200 miles north from Edmonton 
in United Air Transport  radio- 


ing speeches to station for rebroad- 
cast. 
In party will be J. M. Taylor, 


president of Taylor-Pearson-Carson, 


| Ltd., prairie radio outfit; F. H. El- 
| phicke, manager of CJCA, Edmon- 
| ton 


; Hastings McMahon, chief engi- 
neer of CJCA, and Spence Caldwell, 
western supervisor of Canadian Mar- 
coni. 


McGill Students Damage 
CHLP, University Admits; 


Will Compensate Station 








Montreal, Oct. 26. 

Running amok after local intercol- 
legiate rugby game Saturday, McGil? 
University students raided radio 
station CHLP here and did damage 
estimated by station officials to 
amount to $1,100. College admits the 
claim and the money will be met 
from the $30,000 caution cash de- 
posited by students at the beginning 
of each university year. Station was 
not much affected as to broadcast- 
ing, except on Saturday night, the 
raid occurring in the late afternoon. 

Students also raided the Capitol 
theatre, first-run on the main street, 
but word of the approaching raid 
came beforehand to the manage- 
ment who turned the students back 
without suffering any damage. 





Dirt-Dishers 











(Continued from page 29) 





gossips was indicated when Louis B. 
Mayer, prez of the body, said that 
the matter would be laid before the 
members at this week’s meeting. He 
was to have talked with Will Hays 
in New York to see what measures 
might be adopted by his organization 
to forestall further air attacks on 
picture people and the ventilating of 
their private lives. 

Discussions are also under way 
among studio chiefs to meet threat- 
ened reprisals from gossipers, who 
have thrown down the gauntlet to 


studios to expect treatment in kind | 


if they withhold cooperation from 
them concerning their stars. It was 
intimated that all air material will 
be closely scrutinized to see if dis- 
tortions are made to sensationalize 
the copy. 
Exhibs Ask Cleanup 

Mass Exhibitors Committee of 
Southern California was _ injected 
into the cleanup campaign when a 
resolution was drawn demanding 
immediate cessation of ‘malicious 
nuisance.’ George Trendle, Detroit 
theatre operator, said his visit to Hol- 
lywood was partly for the purpose 
of arousing the studios to the need 
of regulating air chatterers. He is 


| also of the King-Trendle radio net- 
| work. He characterized air scandal- | 


end of Sept. was 8,347,800, says an | speakers as a menace to the film in- 


official eg we by the Postmaster- dustry and recommended that stu- | 
c igure shows an increase | 4; t off their supply of informa- | 
in the year of 557,995, with net in-| 70S “™ pines | 
crease of 51,713 in the month alone. | 


General. 


tion. 
Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 


CFGP, | 


‘TOO FAST’ 


London, Oct. 15. 

English advertisers bankrolling 
radio programs on continental sta- 
| tions for the benefit of British listen- 
ers are revealing marked resistance 
| to American broadcasting notions. 

General fear seems to be that the 
tempo characteristic of American 
commercials is ‘too fast’ and that the 
advocates of such experiments 
| Should be discouraged. 

Recently an American advertising 
agency with a London office okayed 
an act and a script for broadcast via 
Luxembourg only to have the Brit- 
ish sponsor veto the whole idea. 
Opinion given was that the proposed 
| program was ‘too American.’ Talent 
| was paid off and not used. 
Unthinkable 

In another recent instance a per- 
former attempting to inject adver- 
tising into the script proper was 
stopped cold with the remark: ‘We 
| have our own commentator.’ It is be- 
lieved by sponsors that Englishmen 
generally would react unfavorably. 
Such broadcasting stunts as those 
exemplified by Jack Benny’s semi- 
spoofing of his own advertiser 
would be unthinkable over here. 

Recordings of American commer- 
cial programs have been brought to 
London in recent months by admen 
for the purpose of interesting Brit- 
| ish advertisers in new and more ag- 
| 8ressive forms of radio advertising 
j}to expand the limited and carbon 
|}copy stuff they usually approve. 
|Consensus continues to express 
| skepticism. All of the American pro- 
gram ideas are turned down by 
| Britons as ‘not English’ or ‘too fast.’ 


DANISH RADIO 
~ FEUDS WITH 
CAFES 














Copenhagen, Oct. 15. 

Feud over nitery broadcasts be- 
tween cafe owners and Danish State 
Broadcasting Corp. has forced listen- 
ers to seek swing and torrid tunes 
via American and English short 
wave Stations. Restaurant owners, 
previously drawing nothing, de- 
manded same _ compensation § as 
bands. DSBC balked: at the added 
tariff and is now using Louis Preil’s 
orchestra and short wave pickups 
every other night. 

Operators of class niteries charge 
broadcasts of inferior bands from 
unpretentious spots tended to drive 
away biz. Airings of Kaj Julian’s 
orchestra, popular combo appearing 
|at a suburban resort, also proved a 
| boomerang for local entrepreneurs. 


osseeinsieisanaenec tesla 


 CKCK’s 3-Day Ballyhoo 








Regina, Sask., Oct. 26. 


Radio station CKCK, Regina, set to | 
|open new studios in Leader-Post | 
i newspaper building with big three- | 








B.B.C. revenue derives almost en- | ; ? 
. , ’ t f Screen Actors Guild, said 
tirely from licenses, without which |*°"“"¥ ° : 


ote : : | his group would do its part to drive 
operation of a receiver is illegal. | diet aliamees from the air as a pro- 
slingers 
eid ‘tection for the legitimate ether 
| columnist. 


| Chestnut, manager, foregoing net- 
| work program in favor of entertain- 
| ment instead. 





Houston to Winnipeg 
Toronto, Oct. 26. 
Eddie Houston, saxophonist and 
vocalist with Luigi Romanelli’s or- | Trammel, and Helen Shervey, 
chestra, has taken over the duties of | Chicago NBC program department, | newspaper Nov. 1. 
musical director of CJRC, Winnipeg. | returned from their Cuban trip last| by Taylor, Pearson, Carson, opera- 
Left town Friday (22). | week. j tors of a prairie chain. 








day splash, starting Nov. 1. M. V. | 


Invitation applies only first night. 
General public admitted next two | ous injury when workmen, 50 feet 
| Helen Kelly, secretary to Niles | days. Leader-Post, owner of station, | up, accidentally dropped iron pinch 
of | will blast with large supplement in | bar, striking Ernie on the head as 
Station rented | 


Idea of 


ANNUAL NUISANCE 


Drive for Unpaid Radio License in 
Canada 





London, Ont., Oct. 26. 

Approximately 3,000 Londoners 
are in danger of being summoned to 
police court for failing to take out 
their 1937 federal radio license. Offi- 
cials estimate about that number are 
operating radios in London at pres- 
ent without licenses. 


A. A. Aveling, district radio in- 
spector, has received instructions 
from Ottawa to start the annual 


check-up in this city and district. All | 


homes where unlicensed radios are 
believed to be owned will be visited. 
Last year there were 15,335 li- 
censes issued in London. However, 
this year only 12,343 have been is- 
sued to date. Officials say nearly all 
districts are down this year. 





Several American Waxes 
And One Mutual Repeat 
On Honolulu-Hilo Pair 


Honolulu, Oct. 26. 

H. J. Heinz has signed for 26 half- 
hour studio programs on KGMB, 
Honolulu, and KHBC, Hilo, Hawaii, 
using Josephine Naukana and Al 
Kealoha, singers, Mondays beginning 
Nov. 1. Also 13 quarter-hour tran- 
scribed programs three mornings a 
week starting same date, with B. A. 
Rolfe’s orchestra, Angelo Patri and 
Reed Kennedy, vocalist. 

Bi-So-Dol is sponsoring 39 quar- 
ter-hour transcribed programs, 


+ 


WON'T TOUCH Doubling of Talent Between Air 
And Theatres Is Argen' 


me 
Financing Imports 





Buenos Aires, 17 
Argentine radio groups, specifical- 
ly Radio E] Mundo (LRI) and Radio 
Belgrano (LR3) say they can and 
will pay American talent as high as 


Oct 


| $5,000 weekly. But that has a 
| couple of important qualifications. 
| Biggest part of such sums would 
| materialize only when, as and if 
| 


such international sponsors as Vick’s, 
| Lehn & Fink, Lambert, etc., pay the 
| radio end. 


Talent would work out the sal- 
| aries in two ways: First, through at- 
; tracting sponsorship, and _ second 


| through coincidental appearances in 
| Argentine theatres, concert halls, 
ae spots, and so on. 
| 


American reps are under instruc- 
tions to be on the lookout for such 
talent, but have also been instructed 
to explain the ‘catches’ in the offer. 
Vicks made possible Argentine ra- 
dio appearances of Tito Guizar this 
year. Theatrical enterprises are af- 
filiated with the stations. 





Some years ago a number of 
‘names’ were imported for radio 
|dates for prestige reasons, minus 


sponsorship. That procedure is now 
cold. Too much competish. El 
Mundo and Belgrano feed Argentine 
and Uraguayan nets of 10 outlets 
each, 


Idea is to sell Yank sponsors on 
local use of American performers. 
Singing types are, of course, prefer- 
able for language reasons, although 
others are not entirely excluded. 

To date such activity has been 
almost exclusively confined to Span- 
| ish speaking talent such as Jose 
| Mojica, Lupe Velez, Raul Roulien, 
| Conchita Montenegro, Tito Guizar, 
let al. S. A. Radioites want to get 
away from the strictly Latin impor- 





‘Problems for Pamela,’ with Lila Lee, | tations to speed their growth locally 


three mornings weekly on 
Honolulu, and KHBC, Hilo. 
started Oct. 1°. 

Procter & Gamble (Crisco) spot- 
ting its transcribed serial, ‘Kitty 
Keene,’ on same stations five days 
weekly for one year, and ‘The Gos- 
pel Singer,’ also transcribed, for the 
same length of time. Latter pro- 
gram plugs Ivory soap. 

Corn Products (Karo) will begin 
26 spot announcements, two weekly 
during the ‘Around the Town’ 
women’s program, on KGMB, Hono- 
lulu, alone Nov. 23. Vick waxings 


These 


go to both Fred Hart stations 
Nov. 29. 
‘Old-Fashioned Revival,’ Mutual 


network progra’., is being rebroad- 
cast by KGMB, Honolulu, and 
KHBC, Hilo, Sundays for 13 weeks 
under sponsorship of the Gospel 
Broadcasting Association. 


Charley Stahl’s Office 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Charles J. Stahl, who was general 
manager of WPEN, until let out 
vwhen John Iraci bought outlet a 
month ago, has opened an agency 
here to service radio accounts for ad 
agencies, 

Stahl was g.m. at WPEN for nine 
years, Before that was with Lee 
Advertising Agency in New York. | 
He introed foreign language biz in | 
East. Most notable feat here was 
placing WPEN spot announcement 
show, ‘S.S. All in Fun’ in Opera 
House for 344 months, during which 
time it played to 258,000 people at 





| 25 cents per. 


Escapes Workman Accident 

Regina, Sask., Oct. 26. 
Ernie Strong, chief engineer at 
CKCK here, has got his old ‘tin hel- 
met’ down from the wall and is 
wearing. it over his bandaged head 
while supervising erection of new 
200-foot vertical antennae at Boggey 
Creek site. Narrowly escaped seri- 


he bent over. 
Bending and fact bar hit sideways 
instead of dead on proved lucky. 


KGMB, | 


and in world importance. They 
have a definite demand and market 
for versatile ‘foreign’ artists with 
singing and musical abilities and 
mean to get them with the aid of 
Yank money bags. 


Canadians Will Go 
To Havana with Protests 
Against Mexican Ways 








Toronto, Oct. 26. 


Squawks of private station owners 
across Canada to the effect that pow- 
erful Mexican broadcasters serious- 
ly interfere with Dominion programs 
has resulted in the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., deputizing Dr. A. Fri- 
gon its assistant manager, and Don- 
ald Manson and K, A. McKinnon to 
seek a re-allocation of wave lengths. 

Three will leave for Havana, Cuba, 
within a week to attend a confer- 
ence between Mexican, U. S. and 
Canadian radio officials. It is ex- 
pected that a re-allocation of waves 
couldn't do a thing but improve Ca- 
nadian radio. Dominion has only 
four so-called ‘cleared’ channels 
now. Stations on these frequencies 
are all being ‘blanketed’ by Mexican 
broadcasters. 

Toronto’s CRCT, a CBC station, is 
| one of the hardest hit by Mex broad- 
| casters. A new 50,000-watt transmit- 
| ter for CRCT, to be opened eariy in 
| December, is expected to blot out in- 
terference. 

Another CBC Toronto outlet, 
CRCY, switched from 1,420 to 96@ 
kilocycles last Wednesday (26) in 
|order to get clear of heterodyning 
U. S. stations. 











CHAB, Moose Jaw, New Equipment 
Moose Jaw, Sask., Oct. 26. 

New 100-250w. type Marconi trans- 
mitter ordered for delivery to CHAB 
here by Carson Buchanan, president 
and manager of station. Higher 
power for daytime. 

Station, a community owned af- 
fair, has been in operation 12 years. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


( Attention-Getters, Tie-U ps, Ideas ) 








Outstanding Stunts 





LORD AND LADY. ELGIN 
OVERSEAS SALUTE 
J. WALTER THOMPSON 











With British Co-operation 
New York City. 
Watch through J. Walter 
pulled a_ nifty stunt 
(21) to give exploitation 
Steps 


Elgin 
Thompson, 
Thursday 
prominence to new models. 
taken were as follows: 

(a) Time was contracted on 46 
CBS stations for a one-time trans- 
continental splash. 

(b) A civic whoopla was arranged 
u-s-Elgin, Milinois, factory site of the 
firm (headquarters are in Chicago). 

(c) With the ‘hands across the 
sea’ scene nicely set Lord and Lady 
Elgin of the British nobility were 
picked up in England by transoceanic 
radio. 

(d) In concluding the international 
amenities His Lordship slipped over 
with genteel charm a swell commer- 
cial. 

Tie-up worked beautifully from 
the banquet end, where the speeches 
set the scene and gave the event 
plausibility as a bona fide civic af- 
fair. Reception from overseas .was 
good and whoever wrote the Elgin 
talk knew how to be high-minded 
and advertising-minded simultane- 
ously. 

Stere Bally Via WCKY 
Cincinnati. 

A radio premiere with trimmings 
a la Hollywood was conducted by 
WCKY for the formal dedication of 
the enlarged home of Shillito’s de- 
partment store, covering a city block. 

First part of the broadcast was a 
half-hour program originating in the 
station’s studio in the Netherland 
Plaza, on which civic leaders paid 
tribute to the firm’s advancement. 
From 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., during the 
public inspection period, KY 
aired historical music played by 
Clyde Trask’s orchestra for a special 
presentation written by Alfr Se- 
gal, Post columnist, and interviews 
with visitors to the store by Paul 
_ Kennedy, Post radio editor. 

A p.a. system with 26 outlets re- 
layed the broadcast throughout the 
store. 








WJR’s Radice Seap Box 
Detroit. 

‘Radio Soap Box’ is the tag for a 
new half-hour program to be aired 
every Saturday night over WJR 
here, with no holds barred. 

Gag is to get listeners into studios 
with any sort of an idea for debate. 
Duncan Moore, WJR special-events 
spieler, will be in charge. ‘Orators’ 
will be able to step up to mike and 
sputter out their ideas or complaints 
about wife, home or country over 
the ether. Only requirement is that 


the spiel be of interest to someone | 


else besides spieler. 
Program is billed as an ‘uncen- 





sored’ half hour of free speech, catch- 
as-catch-can and no holds barred. 


KJR’s ‘Writer’ Stunt 
Seattle. 

With Granbaum Bros. Furniture 
Co. bankrolling, KJR is airing a 
Sunday series of dramatic programs 
based on scripts turned in by ama- 
teur writers. It’s called ‘Are You 
a Writer?’ and contains studio-pre- 
pared versions of twe stories selec- 
ted from the weekly batch of con- 
tributions by a committee of judges. 
During the week there are a 
couple of other programs in which 
the contest is tom-tomed and pros- 
pective candidates are given tips on 
scripting. 

Contest was ushered in with full 
pages in the local papers, window 
displays and truck banners. Ann 
Newman agency handling. 


WIRE’s Special Events Brag 
Indianapolis. 

WIRE invested in a 20-page 
pocket-size prometional booklet, 
blurbing their special events cover- 
age since first of the year. Peinted 
at idea that it’s special events, such 
as those listed in the comprehensive 
brochure, the listeners dial for, and 
thus become regular listeners as 
well, 

Book went to agencies, time buy- 
ers, and other sales prospects. 











‘Women’s Contact Woman’ 
Chicago. 

First participating program which 
WBBM has had in a number of 
years gets several novelties in way 
of exploitation and tie-ins. 

Done for a 50-minute period on 
Saturdays, and 15 minutes other 
days, station has brought in Carroll 


Mountjoy to hurrah it among 
women’s clubs and organizations, 
giving her the title of ‘Women’s 


Contact Woman.’ Further sustaining 
promotion is done by furnishing 150 
middlewest newspapers with daily 
recipe column under name of pro- 
gram ‘Pantry Party,’ and credit line 
to station. : 
Giveaway is card index recipe 
folder of recipes each week. 
Besides special exnloitation sta- 
tion is also doing a lot of straight 
newecnaner advertising and getting 
publicity on fact that Eleanor Howe, 


a nn 


formerly of Columbia ‘Home- 
makers’ Exchange,’ is running the 
show, that it is before an audience 
on Saturdays, and that a bank of 
phones is installed in studio so that 
phone inquiries get immediate at- 
tention during the program. 

Special model kitchen set-up has 
been made for stage of CBS audi- 
ence studio here, and airings will 
be done as Miss Howe actually does 
her stuff while talking about it. 


HAL FIMBERG AGENCY 
CLAIM [IS SETTLED 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Hal Fimberg took a cash settle- 
ment to call off his suit against the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 
He had asked for $20,000 for al- 
leged unlawful dismissal as writer 
of Al Jolson’s radio show. 


Hohengarten to Be CBS 
Mus. Dir. After Kelsey 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Carl Hohengarten, at present ar- 
ranger for Columbia, becomes musi- 
cal director for CBS midwestern 
division Nov. 1, when resignation of 
Carleton Kelsey takes effect. 

Kelsey plans a South American 
trip as a belated honeymoon, and 
will wind up on Coast Jan. 1, to do 
Hollywood originating program. 


J. J. Rubens Eyes Radio 


Aurora, Il., Oct. 26. 
Three way battle going on here for 
permission to establish radio station. 
J. J. Rubens (Publix theatre 
operator), Aurora Beacon and Le- 
land hotel are all three after the 
permit. 


WIOD Shifts to 610 


Miami, Oct. 26. 

WIOD, Miami, bought spot an- 
nouncement campaigns on several 
other Florida stations to tell about 
its shift from 1300 k.c. to 610 k.c. 
Waveiength exchange went into ef- 
fect yesterday (Tuesday). 

Event was also markedly 
usual congratulatory speeches 
state, city and county officials. 
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Polite Politicians? 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Philly’s politicians are too, too po- 
lite. Last week, when WDAS found 
it had opportunity to air Prez’s ad- 
dress on time already contracted for 
by Republicans for political ha- 
rangue,, it phoned the GOPers. 

‘Delighted’ was the reply to the 
station’s request for release from the 
commitment. 





Bentley on Wax 
Spencer Bentley playing the male 
lead in ‘Romance of Hope Alden’ 
serial which now is on WOR-Mutual 
network daily, Mondays through 
Fridays. It is a transcription show 
produced in Chicago. 





KYA, Frisco, Changes 
Follow Roosevelt In; 
Squire Off WINS, N.Y. 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 

Changes loom at KYA, Hearst sta- 
tion here, following a huddle between 
Bob Roberts, the manager, and 
Elliott Roosevelt, the new head man. 
KYA is regarded as one of the best 
potential money-makers of the 
Hearst radio list. 

Increased activity in local produc- 
tion at the KYA studios is expected 
following the dissolution of the Cali- 
fornia Radio System in the near 
future. Lines will be maintained be- 
ween KYA and KEHE, the Hearst 
Los Angeles outlet, only for com- 
mercial programs, and the four Mc- 
Clatchy stations — KFBK, Sacra- 
mento; KMJ, Fresno; KERN, Bakers- 
field, and KWG, Stockten—will con- 
fine their network releases to Na- 
tional Broadcasting programs. 

Leon Churchon leaves KYA for 
WCAE, Pittsburgh; Reiland Quinn 
succeeds him as program manager. 





- 





Burt Squire has resigned as man- 
ager of WINS, New York Hearst 
outlet, to take over the operation of 
the -_New York State Network. 
Squire claims that he has personal 
contraets with the members of this 
regional and that WINS is in no way 
a part of the picture. 

N. Y. State link was organized last 
year at Squire’s instigation. 


Harry Conn as Acter 


CBS has auditioned a program 
with Harry Conn, radio gag 
writer, as a performer. Audition 
before audience in one of Colum- 
bia’s playhouses was held last week. 

Show built around the gagman in- 
cluded singers Barry Wood and 
Beatrice Kay, backed by Mark 
Warnew’s orch. 


Helen Menken’s Test 


Helen Menken flies to the Coast 
for a Warner Bros, test after her 
program tonight (Wed.) 

Actress planes right back in time 
for her ensuing week’s commercial 
on NBC-blue. 














Leo Reisman on Luckies 
Leo Reisman replaces Mark War- 
now’s band on the Lucky Strike hour 
Nov. 10 and stays for seven weeks. 
Band will double to WJZ-WEAF 
program from its location at the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y. 





Present But Silent 


Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 

Joe Dunlevy, as Smilin’ Dan, is do- 
ing a new vocal series on WKRC for 
Pontias dealers of Greater Cincy, 6 
to 6:15 p.m., Mondays through Fri- 
days. 

For his initial program, Thursday 
(21), he had as studio guests his ex 
vaude partner Harry’ Frankel 
(Singin®’ Sam) and Mrs. Frankel. 
Frankel’s visit was announced to 
listeners, but he kept clear of the 
mike, 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 





Gregory Gentling of KROC, Rochester, Minn., commented on the recent 


convention, 


His was received too late for last week’s edition, 


It read: 


‘Believe most constructive results of New York convention realization of 
broadcasters for a militant active cooperative organization. Able leadership 


evidenced on many occasions by speakers. 


Particularly impressed with 


absolute necessity of divorcing broadcast leadership from contingent in- 


dustries. 
enterprises. 


Unfortunately numerous able leaders are associated in other 
Believe next NAB convention will serve notice broadcasting 


will stand on its own feet without fear of investigation of criticism.’ 





During the recent shaving of its staff in New York, NBC let out two 
employees in the Guest Relations department, only to hire the pair again 


several days after wielding the cleaver. 


Rush of tourists resulted in the 


call going out to the boys to return to the fold. 
Report persists that the two dismissals were the result of an error. Guest 
Relations is large money-maker for NBC. 





G. A. Richard of WJR, Detroit, who owns Detroit Lions pro eleven, has 
Steve Hannagan & Associates, N. Y. publicists, ballyhooing Earl (Dutch) 
Clark, Lions’ new manager and ace quarterback. 


Latter’s modest and doesn’t like it. 





J. F. Hopkins of WJBK, Detroit, refutes report of deal with hockey team, 
No rights have been acquired and none will be except for a sponsor, Hop- 


kins states. 





Columbus Citizen In .- 
Closer Ties with WHKC 


Columbus, Oct. 26. 

Columbus. Citizen has launched 
ambitious radio schedule of daily 
broadcasts on WHKC with five staff 
members already on air and others 
expected to participate later. Two 
of the 15-minute periods each week 
are handled by Lew Byrer, sports 
editor, and his assistant, Jack Keller. 


Mike Desmond, political writer, also 
on air twice a week. Radio Editor 
Lehman Otis has one-a-week and 
Florence Waldon of promotion de- 
partment takes the sixth quarter 
hour for a femme angle. 

Deal with WHKC is on time-for- 
white-space basis and replaces read- 
ing-the-comics program sponsored 
by Citizen in recent months. Paper 
and station work close together 
since other two commercial stations 
and two opposition newspapers are 
all under same ownership. WHKC 
finds going tough in landing news 
space in Dispatch and Journal, 
although situation doesn’t prevail 
other way around, Citizen radio col- 
umn handing equal coverage to all 
three stations. 


Wine Show on KSFO 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 

Quarter-hour weekly programs 
dubbed ‘A Toast to the. Town’ and 
using Jack Moyles and Dante Barsi’s 
Swingtet, are set for a debut over 
KSFO Friday (29). Shows will be 
bankrolled by Roma Wine Co. of 
California, with Cella Grape Juice 
getting the plugs. James Houlihan 
agency has the account. 

New 1938 Philco radio will be 
awarded weekly to the listener 
writing the best toast to an unsung 
hero, 

Roma Wine account was originally 
planned for an NBC airing, using 
John Wolfe and Clarence Hayes, but 
the web turned thumbs down. 
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St., New York City. 


York City. 


York City. 


(This calendar is published monthly from material 
copyrighted by the National Retail Dry Goods Assn.). 
SPECIAL WEEKS DURING NOVEMBER 
National Art Week, Nov. 1 to 6; sponsored by the 
American Artists’ Professional League, Mrs. Topping 

Green, 104 Franklin Ave., Long Branch, N. J. 

National Horse Shew, Nov. 3 to 9; at Madison Square 
Garden, New York City; sponsored by the National 
Horse Show Association, 90 Broad St., New York City. 

Official Speech Week, Nov. 5 to 10; sponsored by the 
National Association of American Speech, 174 W. 76th 


National Fur Week, Nov. 7 to 12: sponsored under 
supervision of Grey Advertising, 130 W. 3ist St., New 


American Education Week, Nov. 8 to 14; sponsored 
by the National Education Association of the U. S., 
1201 16th St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Father and Sen Week, Nov. 8 to 13; sponsored by the 
347 Madison Ave., 


National Council, Y.M.C.A.., 
York City. 
Open School Week, Nov. 8 to 13; sponsored by the 


Board of Education, 500 Park Ave., New York City. 
National Red Cress Week, Nov. 11 to 25; sponsored 
by the American Red Cross, 315 Lexington Ave., New 


York City. 


Union, 1889. 


Union, 1889. 


New 


Children’s Book Week, Nov. 14 to 20; sponsored by 


sored by the Christmas Club, 341 Madison Ave., New 


SPECIAL DAYS DURING NOVEMBER 
(1) National Author's Day; All Saints’ Day (paro- 
chial schools closed). 
(2¥ Election Day; North and South Dakota joined the 


(7) Red Cross Sunday. 
(8) Montana joined the Union, 1889. 
(10) Martin Luther’s birthday, 1483. 
(11) Armisiice Day; 


Washington state joined the 


(13) Robert Louis Stevenson's birthday, 1850. 

(16) Oklahoma joined the Union, 1907; Russia recog- 
nized by the U. S., 1933. 

(18) Standard Time was adopted by Congress, 1883. 

(19) Lincoln’s Gettysburg address, 1863. 

(21) North Carolina joined the Union, 1789. 

(23) U. S. Patent System founded in 1836. 

(25) Thanksgiving Day. 

(28) First Sunday in Advent; first U. S. Government 
post office e8tablished in 1783. 

(29)Birthday of Louisa May Alcott, author of ‘Little 
Women,’ 1832; Jewish Channukah, first day (Kisleyv 25; 
begins sunset previous day). 





the National Association of Book Publishers, 347 Fifth 
Ave., New York City. 

Christmas Seal Campaign, Nov. 25 to Dec. 25; spon- 
sored by the New York Tuberculosis Association, 386 





Fourth Ave., New York City. 
National Prosperity Week, Nov. 29 to Dec. 6; spon- 


Sales promotion note: November accounts for 9.4% 
of the department steore’s total annual sales, ranking 
third among all months; best sellers are blankets, 
weolens, furs, women’s coats, girls’ wear, men’s cloth- 
ing and furnishings, radios, toys, coats and suits, girls’ 
and infants’ wear, and men’s and boy’s wear. 








Of One Football Game 
Requires Added Space 





Columbus, Oct. 26. 
Eight separate accounts of the 
Ohio State-Texas Christian grid 


battle were broadcast from Ohio 
stadium. Now the Ohio-Northwest- 
ern game brought the mob back with 
nine different announcers: describing 
the play. 

University athletic dept. solved 
space problem by building two addi- 
tional broadcasting booths on top of 
press box. 

Networks and stations airing their 
own accounts of game were CBS, 
WTAM, WJJD and WBBM, Chicago; 
WSMK, Dayton; WBNS, WCOL, 
WHKC with WHK, WSPD and 
WADC picking up, and WOSU, 
whose account went also to WHIO, 
Dayton, and WPAY, Portsmouth. 





Howard Peterson’s Op; 
Harry Burke Runs WOW 


Omaha, Oct. 26. 

Howard Peterson, promotion man- 
ager for WOW, went under knife for 
appendectomy Monday (18). Con- 
valescing satisfactorily. Previous to 
operation illness kept him from work 
week or so. 

Meanwhile Harry Burke, program 
director, looking after Peterson’s 
mail and accounts. Burke virtually 
in charge of station as Manager John 
Gillin is also absent, working with 
committee in New York on musician 
controversy. 

Bruce Wallace, promotion man for 
Central States Broadcasting system, 
also spent few days under weather 
with ailing molars. Don Finlayson 
looked after biz in Wallace’s ab- 
sence. 


Palmolive’s New Strip 


Palmolive soap has bought five 
quarter-hour periods a week, 5:45 to 
6 p. m., Monday through Friday, for 
a serial, ‘Hill Top House,’ starting 
Nov. 3. 

Bess Johnson will head the cast 
and double on the plug. Benton & 
Bowles is the agency. 


WSOC’s Theatre Party 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 26. 

WSOC completed its fourth year 
of operation October 14. In celebra- 
tion of the event, the station staged 
a combined broadcast and stage 
show at the Carolina Theatre, Char- 
lotte’s largest picture theatre. The 
full-hour program featured most of 
the station’s talent. Dewey Drum 
was master of ceremonies. Ron 
Jenkins and Dick Faulkner assisted 
him in announcing. 

Bo Norris and his orchestra fur- 
nished the background music. 


WJR Loan-Out to CFRB 


Detroit, Oct. 26. 

Gordon Castle, WJR spieler, will 
be loaned to CFRB, Toronto, during 
week of Nov. 6-12 for chores on a 
vox pop show for General Motors 
of Canada at the Toronto auto show. 

Castle, who also conducts two 
early morning programs over WJR, 
will broadcast each night during the 
auto show at 7:45 p.m. Will return 
to Detroit after Toronto assignment. 

















Buddy Starcher, hillbilly howler, 
has left WPAY, Portsmouth, Ohio, 
to join WCHS, Charleston, W. Va. 
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AILY ear Sponsor Protests WOR 


Spotting of 


Lou Little, Columbia football 
coach, is now broadcasting his Fri- 
day evening quarter-hour of grid 
gossip over Mutual, fed by WOR, at 
10 p.m. Account is American 
Chicle. 

Pigskin prof was originally set to 
do his spieling at 6:45 p.m., but Ty- 
dol registered a vigorous squawk, 
since it has a program over WOR 
only at 7 p.m. with Stan Lomax do- 
ins sports commentating. 

Stand Tydol took was that it is a 


year-around account on WOR 
whereas Little is only staying the 
duration of the football season. 


Bamberger-owned broadcaster ap- 
pealed to American Chicle’s agency, 
Badger, Browning & Hersey, and got 
the o.k. to shunt the Little 
back of its year-around sponsor. 


Oldsmobile’s Pro Football 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Bears football 

games to get WJJD airing this sea- 

son, with Oldsmobile 


Rights to the games were turned 
over to WJJD last week after WGN 
decided they couldn’t afford to 
throw off Sunday afternoon Mutual 





Seven Chicago 


sponsoring. 


schedules without upping the foot- | 


ball privilege to $15,000, more than 
the prospective sponsors wanted to 
kick in. 

Day after turnover. 
was inked by Herb Sherman, sta- 
tion sales manager, and Frank 
Lesher, Oldsmobile zone manager. 

Kick-by-kick stuff to be done by 
Jimmy Dudley, former Eastern foot- 
ball official, now WJJD sports chief. 

New contract ties both Ralph At- 
Jass stations, WIND and WJJD, up 
for Saturday and Sunday football 
schedules, besides the before and 
after game program’ by-products. 
©Cther Chi stations are airing foot- 
ball on Saturdays only. 


niche 


WJJD deal! 


Seasonal Sportcaster 


. 





7 Minutes or 7 Years 





J. Walter Thompson takes no 
chance on any other agency get- 
ting the hooks on something 
that the former has introduced 
through one of its variety 
shows. Thompson issues a con- 
tract for a single performance 
but with options for seven 
years 

An act that got one of these 
pyramidic testaments was Col. 
Ezra Simpson, who appeared 
on the Rudy Vallee show a 
couple weeks ago 


‘NO ONE IN MIND FOR 
WIP JOB’—GIMBEL 


He still has 
succeed 














nobody in mind to 
Al Cormier as manager of 
WIP, Ben Gimbel, station’s prez, told 
Variety yesterday. Cormier and the 
| outlet parted company last Friday, 
after two years of going steady. 
Among those being mentioned on 
the street as possibilities are Leon 
| Greenhouse, KYW saitesman, and Bill 
| Banks, WIP salesman. .Gimbel de- 
nied that he is considering either. 





| Now It’s the Liftmen 
; hiladelphia, Oct. 26. 
With 
musicians, announcers and engineers 
all going union at WCAU, even the 
elevator operators have added to 
Doc Levy’s need for a bromide. 
Up-and-downers walked in prez’s 
office last Thursday with announce- 
ment they had joined A. F. of L. and 
demanded contract. Doc eliminated 
unnecessary headaches by signing 
right up. 


It's worse’n the measles. 
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| Tommy Manville Ducks 
| Tommy Manville 


was scheduled 


| Sunday (24) to be interviewed over 


| NBC by Parks Johnson and Wally 
| Butterworth. At last minute he had 
|had decided against it. 

Explanation was that his attorney 
}and Commissioner Valentine had 
| advised him not to because of threat- 
|ening letters he has been receiving. 


‘SUNDAY AFT. STUDIO 





SHOWS IN COLUMBUS. 


Columbus, Oct. 26. 

Sunday afternoon in 
getting build-up from local stations 
here with two studio audience shows 


process of 


now going. Latest is the ‘Let’s 
Dance Revue’ sponsored by Jimmy 
Rawlins’ Dance School and pre- 
sented over WHKC from the Raw- 


|lins studio. Backed by Ralph Cul- 
| lum's .0-piece band, show has 
| Phyllis Rawlins and Johnny Murphy 
plus advanced students of the Raw- 
lins school and a chorus of 20 voices. 
| Latter item puts program in class 
| alone as most ambitious local talent 
show in town. 

| Other audience show is the Kay 
Gem Amateur Heur, bankrolled by 
Kay Jewelry Co. Presented at Co- 
}lumbus Women’s Club, which has 
| room for 500 spectators, it’s aired on 
WCOL with Bob Seal doing a Major 
Bowes. 


| 
| 
| 


Bowes Scouts Washington 


Washington, Oct. 26. 

All-day auditions conducted last 
week by Stan Lee and Bessie Mack, 
talent scouts for Major Bowes, re- 
sulted in 10 out of 100 candidates 
|receiving an ‘A’ rating and possible 
|chance to make the Maj. Bowes 
| Chevrolet program. 

Aspirants were put through their 
paces at WJSV. 


New Spielers at WHIO 
Dayton, O., Oct. 26. 
Hal Bennett and Bob Bowman be- 
come spielers at WHIO. Locals are 
new to mike. 
Eddie Humphrey left post recently 
for WKRC, Cincy. 











Vox Pop Horror 


Hollywood, Oct. 26 

Hotel lobby rounder-upper of 
guests to blab something into 
the mike ran into a fast one in 
a Hollywood inn when a teeter- 
ing film actor mouthed the 
lowest form of profanity. Con- 
trols in the 
program shot off, but not fast 
enough 

Station’s switchboard 
mass of red lights from _ in- 
coming squawks. 


station airing the 


Was a 











WFIL, PHILADELPHIA, 
CUTS DISCS ON SIDE 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26 
WFIL, with flock of new RCA re- 
cording equipment, is going into 
wholesale waxing biz this week. Has 
inked a termer with Carter-Thomp- 


| four Southern. stations on five-min- 
| ute daily Taylor Provision Co. shows. 

Program, built by Russ Carter, is 
handled ‘Anne Taylor’ and consists 
of homemaking hints. Aired Mon- 
days through Fridays by WRC, 
Washington; WBAL, Baltimore; 
| WRVA, Richmond, and WTAR, Nor- 
folk. WFIL also carries the show 
and makes all the discs for the fol- 
lowing week each Monday. 





Gene Edwards in Philly 
Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Gene Edwards has been added to 
WDAS's gabbing staff to replace Ed 
Robson, who resigned coupla weeks 
ago. Edwards was formerly with 
WAAW and KOIL, Omaha. 

His right name is Gene Cudde- 
back. 

















| son Agency herg to provide discs for | 
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‘oh Not Favorable to Separate 
Blue Organization; Hedges as V. P., 
Mason Reassigned, Trammel May Be 


+ 


When William S. Hedges rejoins 
NBC Nov. 1 as v.p. in charge of sta- 
tion relations, Frank Mason, who 
now holds that title, will become as- 
sistant to President Lenox R. Lohr. 
Mason will take care of a mass of 
detail on certain phases of the net- 
work’s operation which been 
piling up on Lohr and which the 
latter hasn’t the time to handle. 

Lohr explained yesterday (Tues- 
day) that if he brings Niles Tram- 
mel, now v.p. in charge of the Chi- 
cago division, to New York, it will 
not be as head of a separate blue net- 
work organization. Lohr said that he 
is still deep in the study of what can 
be done with making the blue link 
more effective as a commercial at- 
traction. He is convinced that a 
complete schism in operations would 
not be a satisfactory solution. The 
expense of maintaining separate de- 


have 


partments for each web would be 
too great and it might result in a 
form of competition which would 


weaken the entire setup. 

Lohr feels that his problem is one 
that must be worked out gradually 
and within one organization and that 
the initial move should be _ to 
strengthen the class of programs on 
the blue network. 





WEW’s Ist Natl Acct 


St. Louis, Oct. 26. 
Al S. Foster, business manager of 
WEW (operated by St. Louis Unie 
versity) which recently went com- 
mercial after 16 years as a station 
supported by friends, snared the first 
national account for the station last 
week, Through Kastor & Sons, Chie 
cago, Foster obtained a 13 week cone 
tract for ‘College Varieties,’ a trane 
scription to be sponsored by Tums. 
Foster is spending several days in 
Chicago angling for accounts from 
other national advertisers, 
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When you drive home a 
message through WCAU 


IT HITS HOME! 


ROBERT A. STREET, Commercial Manager 





sows W UAW rao 


LPHIA 
















<r pean 









































canny te 
2 ak 








38 VARIETY 


RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, Ooetber 27, 1937 








Drama in Control Room Overshadows 


Irving Reis CBS Lads and Lassies 





By ROBERT REINHART ! 


Last spring literati and radio met 
each other half way on Columbia’s 
Workshop program for the presenta- 
tion of the first poetic radio drama. 
Sunday night (24) the Workshop met 
Marc (‘Cradle Will Rock’) Blitzstein, 
Federal Theatre alumnus of consid- 
erable note, more than half-way for 
the premiere of the first radio song 
play, ‘I've Got the Tune.’ More than 
half-way because he not only wrote 
it and helped to direct it, but was in 
it, playing the lead as Mr. Musiker, 
a composer in search of a text. Or- | 
son Welles was to have played it but | 

as too busy rehearsing ‘Julius 

faesar’ at the Mercury theatre. 


VARIETY’s mugg isn’t in a fair posi- | 
tion to determine whether or not the 
operation was a success or not. Seen 
and heard from the control room 
there was too much going on both 
inside and outside to ascertain just 
what only an auditor’s reaction might 
have been. Whatever that reaction 
was, the performance as seen and 
heard here, was certainly a valiant 
try at something novel, well pro- 
duced dramatically by Irving Reis, 
director, ably handled musically by | 
Bernard Hermann, well acted and | 
with some exciting moments. Com- 
bined with these were the other mo- 
ments which can be charged up to | 
experiment. 


By reason of its being a fantasy, 
the first radio song play may prob- 
ably be excused its fairly startling 
and not altogether convincing transi- 
tions. Mr. Musiker’s tune first leads 
the composer to hire Beetzie, a sec- 
retary, then connect in succession 
with Madame Arbutus in a Park 
Avenue salon, jump to the woods 
where Captain Bristlepunkt func- 
tions at the initiation of a novitiate, 
Private Schnook into the sadistic 
mysteries of the Klannish ‘Purple 
Shirties,’ and then back to the city 
to. save a girl from suicide. Finally 
despairing of Hollywood and Tin 
Pan Alley, song and its composer 
fall in with a gay leftish group mark- 
ing a spring holiday along around 
the beginning of May, singing words 
which finally fit the song. 

Principals in addition to Mare 
Blitzstein as Mr. Musiker, included 
Shirley Booth as Beetzie, Adelaide 
Klein as Madame Arbutus, Kenneth 
Delmar as Captain Bristlepunkt, Nor- 
man Lloyd as Private Schnook and 
Loot Lenya as the Suicide. (Latter 
is the wife of composer Kurt Weill). 

Others included in the cast were 
Joe Julian, Hiram Sherman, Helen 
Board, Helen McCartney, Nina Dean, 
Dorothy Westra, Joyce Allmand, 
Max Lick, David Cunningham, Wins- 
ton Hope, John Freedman, Fred 
Roberts, George Kirk, Hubert Hen- 
drie, Darrel Woodyard. 

Also Leopold Croser, Wally King, 
Nat Mintz, Joseph Ingrindo, Albert 
Alley, Vivian Block, Eilleen O'Neill, 
Sylvia Altman, Blanche Gladstone, 
all child actors. 

In the control room two dramas 
‘were going on at once. On one side 
of the glass, actors and performers 
were giving a rendition of a script. 
Behind the glass a fight, and a very 
real one, was going on to put this 
program through its paces in the 
allotted time. It revealed the enor- 
mous discipline and precision be- 
hind the business of broadcasting. 

At the half (15 mins.) the program 

















was 15 seconds behind the time 


called for on the rehearsal script. 
Five minutes later, Elizabeth Tut- 
hill, secretary to Irving Reis, on the 
floor of the small control booth turn- 
ing the pages of the time script, an- 
nounced the show was 25 seconds be- 
hind, according to her split-second 
wrist watch. Frantic phone calls to 
the next program to ask for 20 sec- 
onds, ‘only 20 seconds,’ of their time 
followed. The race at this 


recaptured the lost time to crash 
tl.rough to a tense ‘on the nose’ vic- 
tory. Inevitably 
time, because more exciting than the 
which came in 
control room. 

Success of such a program depends 
to a very great extent on the skill 
of the sound engineer handling the 
controls. Davidson Vorhes handled 
this program ably, manipulating the 
controls for four different micro- 
phones and funneling the sounds to 
blend the production into what was 
heard by the radio audience. 





FEG MURRAY 
With Harriet Hilliard, Ozzie Nelson 


Orch, George Raft, Robert Stone. | 


30 Mins. 
FLEISCHMANN’S YEAST 


| Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 


WIZ, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

This Hollywood newcomer has a 
novel twist, fairly strong personality 
draw, able scripting and _ should 
build into a reasonable bet for lis- 
tener attention, although it will find 
Phil Baker no pushover as opposish. 
Main idea of this one brings Feg 
Murray, the syndicated cartoonist 
(‘Seeing Stars’) of Hollywood, as the 
principal draw. F 

Following out the _ interesting 
trivia of the inmates of the Gilded 
City, Murray keeps his chatter run- 
ning along the line of ‘mistakes in 
Hollywood.’ Has an okay voice and 


pleasing mike presence. Distinct 
from Sidney Skolsky’s ‘Movie 
Boners,’ this material doesn’t deal 


with the goofy errors that find their 
way into pix and onto screens, but it 
relates the bloomers perpetrated by 
pix execs themselves. For instance, 
last Sunday’s (24) show included the 
classic report on Fred Astaire’s first 
screen test. ‘Thin, plain-looking, 
with bald head and no personality,’ 
the since-embarrassed exec wrote, 
adding, ‘he also dances.’ 

Another yarn was the recent case 
of Robert Stone, the tenor whom 
Pandro Berman heard at the Troca- 
dero and signed, only to learn his 
own RKO studio had just fired the 
actor. Stone guested on the show to 
reenact the bit. Appeared advantage- 
ously. 

Around and through that back- 
bone of the program is Harriet Hil- 
liard’s singing, Ozzie Nelson’s band 
and a brief guest shot. 

Last week’s name was George Raft, 
who told about a few of filmdom’s 
boners and then defended them. 
With the help of deft scripting and 
an easy manner, he made a favor- 
able impression, 

Miss Hilliard sings acceptably, as 
always, and Nelson’s crew is, if any- 
thing, better than before. Entire 
lineup is okay stuff, which should 
cause word-of-mouth as something 
new and original. Hobe. 











KRUK 


IT'S ALL IN 









THOMAS PATRICK, Incorporated 
HOTEL CHASE, ST. LOUIS 


REPRESENTATIVE: 
NEW YORE 
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PAUL H 
CHICAGO 


RAYMER CO. 
SAN FRANCISCO 


point | 
seemed lost, when suddenly the show | 


this fight os! 

| erally in the continuity handed her | 
fare offered to the radio audience, | 
simultaneously | 
‘through the sound apparatus in the 





| Follow-Up Comment 





Jeanette MacDonald was in what 
is known learnedly as ‘fine voice’ 
last Sunday on behalf of Vick’s, the 
confident sponsor that scorns the op- 
position of Jack Benny on another 
network. Miss MacDonald’s show 
for the kilocycles is, of course, just 
as far away from and just as much 
a contrast to the amusement habits 
of the Benny troupe as is possible. 
To the homefolksy who may per- 
chance think the comedian too flip, 
too fast or too something, the iogical 


Miss MacDonald’s program. 

Light touch has been injected in 
the form of what no doubt will be a 
running gag—Miss MacDonald’s study 
She failed to play 
instrument on the first 
There was an improvement gen- 





| of the bagpipes. 
the 
try. 


—little more of the informality but 
less of the gush. 

Male _ singer suppiementing the 
star is Wilbur Evans who came over 
very well. Some of the selections 
are pretty icky by modern standards 
but then this show purposefully sets 
out to be a cavalcade of sweetness. 
Miss MacDonald’s free soaring voice 
with its rounded tone plus her screen 
name and so on adds up logically. 





Hugh Johnson Monday night on 
his Bromo-Seltzer: gallop repeated 
almost verbatim his World-Telegram 
column of the same evening. This 
brings up a nice point. What does a 
sponsor buy and what should a lit- 
erate listener who also can spell out 
words in newspapers have a right to 
expect? 

Johnson would presumably be 
playing safer, if he’s not indifferent 
to popularity, in avoiding such close 
duplications of theme between what 
he writes and what he says on any 
one day. This is a fault of many 
sports writers who go in for radio 
broadcasting. and it causes criticism 
invariably. It must suggest haste or 
lack of interest in the performer, a 
failure to repay the trouble of listen- 
ing with something special. 








NBC has a pleasant filler-inner at 
7:45 p. m. Mondays over WJZ, New 
York. This is Christine Johnson 
singing. Joseph Honti conducting, 
and Milton Cross announcing. It’s 


as old in formula as radio itself. 
a charming tidbit of familiars. 





Larry Duncan on Campana Vanity 
Fair program Monday (18) handed 
out three pip impersonations: Basil 
Rathbone, Peter Lorre and Ned 
Sparks as each would propose to a 
girl, It was the sort of smart stuff 
more expected on a Rudy Vallee 
program than a Chicago revue. 

Sheila Grahame dished out Hol- 
lywood gossip with an air of right- 
from-the-delivery-room 
las Wilson, emphasized as aged 16, 


register. 





Dale Carnegie, the man who tells 
how to be fascinating, lets his guest 
speakers do the work on his Emi- 
grant Savings Bank program over 
WOR, New York. He had Mrs. 
Brook, vocational counselor, last 
week, and Author Link is due this 
week. 

This is an arrangement that may 
or may not be anybody’s affair in- 
ternally and especially not if Carne- 
gie shares his fee with his guests. 
But there is very little of the al- 
leged chief personality of the show 
and a great deal of the fill-ins. And 
that isn’t giving the radio listener 
precisely what the name ‘Dale Car- 
negie’ on a radio listing suggests. 

‘Let’s Play Games’ is an amusing 
audience participating show over 
WOR, New York. In 15 minutes it 
gets through perhaps a bit too soon 
for many listeners. But at least the 


brevity prevents ennui setting in. 
Which is something these days. 
Vapex would appear to have a 


nice buy for a local dido, Jane Mar- 
tin runs the goings-on in a pleasant 
manner. It’s a hodge-podge of tongue 
twisters, spelling bee variations and 
so on. 





JOHN BENTLEY 
Sports Dope 

10 Mins. 

*CLARK’S CLOTHES 
Nightly, 10 P.M. 
KFOR, Lincoln 

Bentley, sports ed on the Nebraskx 
State Journal, was taken this year 
on his own after scripting a show 
for. Standard Oil and appearing on 
it with Roy ‘Link’ Lyman for two 
seasons. Lyman, line coach for the 
Nebraska football team, is also on 
his own. Clark’s Clothes have a 
good salesman in Bentley, since their 
duds are cheap and Bentley has the 
ear of the pool-hall crowd. 

Chatter is in the droll, slow man- 
ner, already popularized in Bentley's 
‘I May Be Wrong,” the daily paper 
columnar stint. He recites anecdotes 
of past and present, lures various 
football boys before the mike to get 
their versions of games played and 
what happened. Only bad part about 
the program is its time, 10 p.m., 
which is a little late and offers it 
tough program competish all around. 
Station already had its own Harry 
Johnson, sports reviewer, on during 
the supper hour. Barn, 








choice is the beautiful simplicity of | 


comic | 


one of those true-to-form sustainers | 
But 


and Doug-| 


sang rather pleasantly in high tenor | 


PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA 
With Eugene Or y, Maria Jeritza 
Symphony, Vecal 

| 60 Mins. 

| ASSOCIATED BANKS 

WJZ-NBC, New York 


(Wessell) 


Quakertown symphony was nearly 
upset by union musician situation 
that might have shut it out of its 
home town and the sponsorship of 
one of its principal banker partici- 
pants. News story in this issue of 
Variety gives the details. 

Meanwhile, the show itself is as 
dry in its dignity as a banker. But 
fortunately its music and its soloists 
and the fact that it has the culture 
concession Monday night practically 
to itself suggest that it will serve 
its purpose. 

Opened up playing and the aloof- 
ish announcements, quite casual, 
coupled with the length of the selec- 





gram in a corral all by itself. Eu- 
gene Ormandy could look through 
his musical diary back in the slum- 
| ming days for Balaban and Katz and 
|find some snappier showmanship 
ideas. A symphony on the radio, 


listeners beyond the addicts. 

One thing’ the program did get 
over—the: bankers thought it 
really quite sporting .of General 
Motors to relinquish its exclusive 
singer, Maria Jeritza, in lieu of 
Chaliapin, who was sick in Paris and 
couldn’t make the dafe. Land. 


|\‘PEGGY TUDOR’ 

| Transcriptions 

15 Mins. 

| ONEIDA SILVERWARE 

| Thursday, 2 p.m. 

| WGY, Schenectady 

(BBD&O) 

Aimed at women listeners and hits 

the target. Here, and elsewhere, 

feature is turntabled in the after- 

noon, with Peggy Tudor 


| 


was | 


tions all combined to put the pro-| 


besides dignity, might go after some | 





| stationed 





Grace Moore’s Personal 
Wows the Carnegie Fans 


General Motors Concert brought 
music to the masses and masses to 
music Sunday night (24), with 
Richard Tauber and Grace Moore. 
Tauber’s pianissimo ‘Fraquita’ 
serenade was by way of being 
revolutionary. The Carnegie Hall 
audience applauded _ vociferously 
even before m.c. Milton Cross gave 
the polite signal that appreciation 
was in order. 


Miss Moore sang in French and 
English, wearing white satin with 
short wing sleeves, and full sweep- 
ing skirt. Accompanying this, she 
wore a dark suntan make-up—but 
why plaster that on over her nat- 
urally fair complexion is either a 
mystery, or the Hollywood influence. 

Roses over the _ footlights 
what would be the footlights, and 
are now filled with immy-potted 
plants) for Miss Moore, finished the 
program. Miss Moore is. stili 
ignorant of the bouquet donor, be- 
cause souvenir hounds stationed out- 
side Carnegie Hall tore the blossoms 
from her arms before she had a 
chance to see the attached card. 
(A bit of information supplied by 
the public relations counsel 
agent to you). 

But there were autograph hounds 
about the hall in 





(or 


press 


such 


|number that p. a, Charles Stevens 


(trade | 


|name) as a combination emcee-an- | 


|nouncer, femme guest talkers, and a 
dance orchestra. Beatrice Fairfax, 
|of ‘Advice to the Lovelorn’ fame, is 
| heard on first record; Anne Richard- 
|son, director of the Good Citizenship 
bre of ‘Good Housekeeping,’ on 
third. 
| Dises start with music and a plug 
| by. Miss Tuder, . Then follows a five- 
}minute chat between emcee and 
| guest, another blurb by Miss Tudor, 
jan orchestra number, and a signoff 
| spiel by Announcer Del Charbot. He 
|calls show ‘The Silver Serenade.’ 
Setup is at once swanky, women- 
angled, and crassly commercial. 
Miss Tudor is of the Rosaline Green 
school, with a musical, low-pitched 
|voice and a glossy manner: (perhaps 
|a trifle too elegant at times). She 
|plays up well to the older women 
| guests. Miss Fairfax delivers an in- 
| teresting-talk, more on material and 
/name than on voice. Mrs. Richard- 
son, tabbed as 72, warms the cockles 
of housewives’ hearts with a ringing 
tribute to them and to their work 
(answering a statement about ‘para- 





sites,’ made by a business woman at 
a convention). Jaco. 

j 

, EDDIE VARZOS ORCHESTRA 


Dance Music 

30 Mins. 

11:30 p. m., Sunday 
W.1IZ-NBC, New York 

Nifty half hour of dansapation that 
falls soothingly on the post-Sabbath 
ear from 11:30-midnight Sunday 
night. Emanates from the Walnut 
Room. of the Hotel Bismarck, Chi- 
cago, on NBC Blue pickup. 

Varzos’ is a soothing, Continental- 
type brand of terp music, with an 
engaging gypsy air for the thematic, 
and mixing up the rhumbas with the 
povs in fetching style. 

Has several spots all through the 
week, Abel. 


{denied admittance to a young man 





| who claimed to be Miss Moore’s 
brother. 

P. S—He was Miss Moore’s 
brother. 

JOE PENNER 

With Gene Austin, Julie Gibson, 





Lou Merrill, Martha Wentworth, 
Dick Ryan, Bill Kramer, Margaret 
Drayton, Mel Blanc, Buddy Dun- 
can, Sydney Miller, Jimmy Grier 
orch. 

30 Mins. 


COCOAMALT 

Sunday, 6 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Having script trouble. Pretty la- 
bored, often humorless, and inclined 
to be confusing. Which means Joe 
Penner has to push awfully hard to 
get results. He rates better assist- 
ance. 

Outline of the program has Joe as 
his customary witless self, this time 
after a job at radio comedian. First 
10 minutes of the script was a re- 
hash of that ‘Who Was That Lady?’ 
relic from antiquity. Bit was of- 
fered as a burlesque, but it was still 
just an embarrassingly ancient bit 
of hoke. Rest of the comedy at- 
temps were a little—not too much— 
better. 

Perhaps the urchins, who take to 
Penner in a huge way, are capti- 
vated even by such material. Also, 
at the early hour of the broadcast 
and considering the product plugged 
is Cocoamalt, this juve following 
may assume respectable proportions. 
But in its present setup, the serics 
is handicapped for mass demonstra- 
tions of enthusiasm among adults. 

In Penner’s favor it may be added 
that even with the painful material 
of the debut stanza he displayed 
comic sense and fine timing touch. 

Julie Gibson warbled acceptably, 
the orchestra injected some melodic 
zip to the proceedings and the large 
cast struggled cs well as it could. 

Hobe. 





WKY than to all 


age, programming, 





craw) 





POPULARITY 


@ Time after time, year after year, in every 
kind of test and survey, 
listening championship of Oklahoma. 
town survey during a 1937 
broadcast showed more towns listening to 
other 
bined . . . showed WKY to be a 4 to 1 
favorite over its nearest competitor. 


WKY holds the 
A 68- 
World Series 


stations com- 


WKY beats al! in Oklahoma, too, in cover- 
showmanship, 


facilities 


and in volume of local and national business. 
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And, most important of all, it beats all how 
it pays out for advertisers. 
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GENE AUTRY BILL BOND 

Songs Sports Commentator 

9 Mins. 30 Mins.—Lécal 


ROYAL GELATINE 
Thursday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 


Rudy Vallee hosted a smart selec- 
tion on his variety program last 
Thursday (21) in the guitar-strum- 
min’, hard-ridin’ yodeler who has 
been turning out prairie pictures for 
Republic for some years, 

Autry did two tunes, and one of 
‘em, ‘Roundup Time _in Reno,’ he 


’ likely selected because he considered 


his audience and knew they were 
not all of them oats opera addicts 
who want their prairie plaints 
straight and unvarnished—for the 
song was an attractive burlesque on 
wails o’ the western plains. In point 
of fact, it was rather ‘sophisticated,’ 
as the boys in the old corral would 


say. 

Other Autry contribution to the 
cause of peddling Royal Gelatine 
was ‘Rolling Along,’ western piece 


which the chanting cowpuncher 
uses thematically in his  thespic 
efforts. Bert. 


BUDDY CLARK 

With the Simphonettes, Ray Block’s 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, Thursday, 10 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Good layout to bridge two of the 
CBS time gaps. All the talent is 
from clips on the Columbia Artists, 
Inc., file. 

Baritone Buddy Clark, back in 
New York after western adventures 
in pix and on ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ dis- 
plays the gain in poise, mike-pres- 
ence and even vocal calisthenics he 
has made in the last six months. 
He chats to his audience now. Songs 
are all in the pop vein, and service- 
able. 

Simphonettes are a femme har- 
mony trio of the rather standard 
type, and are used to fill in. Block’s 
orch stands up nicely. In fact, ditto 
the program, Bert, 





FALLS CITY BREWING CO. 
Friday, 7 p.m. 
WAVE, Louisville 


Following in the footsteps of his 
somewhat better known _ brother, 
Ford Bond, NBC vet spieler, young 
Bill Bond, who has been on the an- 
nouncing staff of WAVE for about 
four years, is capably turning out a 
30 minute stanza of sports chatter. 
He’s teamed with Harry Lukens, 
WAVE mikeman, who acts as 


strdightman and interrogator; and 


the pair reel off a smooth, zippy 
presentation of local sport high- 
lights, with emphasis on football, in 
the interest of local brewery ac- 
count. 

Session stands up _ favorably 
against other local and network 
sport resumes, and evidences con- 
siderable research and info on 
Bond’s part, with relation to the 
merits and standings of the various 
high school and college football con- 
tests. 

Lads indulged in a good deal of 
cross talk, anent Bond’s picks for the 
previous week, as compared wiih 
the results of the game. The chat- 
ter is brisk, and carries just enough 
personal ribbing (in the instances 
where Bond’s estimated scores 
missed by quite a margin), to give 
the program a lift and to sustain the 
pace. 

Program occupies an ideal spot, 
just preceding the night games, and 
the Saturday jousts to follow. Bond 
spins out a clear, impartial appraisal 
of the local high school teams’ 
chances, a phase which should snare 
plenty of listener interest in this 
sector, particularly because high 
school football fare hereabouts is in 
many respects superior to the college 





variety. . 
Stanza is a natural for male audi- 

ence. Hold, 
Lillian Couch vocalizing over 


KABC, San Antonio, 


OLGA BACLANOVA’S CONTI- 
NENTAL REVUE . 
With Ronald Nadeau, Bob Stanley 


Sustaining 
rFiday, 10:30 p. m. 
WOR, N. Y. 
This sustainer isn’t a revue but a 
seriss of continental vocal and 


musical numbers of the lighter va- 
riety. Olga Baclanova, picture ac- 
tress, does a mistress of ceremonies 
ac well as several of the warbling 
turns. Ronald Nadeau and Bob 
>Stankey’s orchestra plus a vocal en- 
semble alternate with her to fill out 
the bill. 

French, Spanish, Neapolitan and 

~.glish songs were on at the opener 
plus a couple of rhumbas by the or- 
chestra. Miss Baclanova might well 
slow up her delivery when giving 
out names of selections or of co- 
performers to let the listeners in on 
what’s coming up. Her accent makes 
this tough to get. Her numbers, 
however, as well as those of her 
gang are pleasantly rendered. 


CINCINNATI, YOUR CITY 
With Bill Brown 

Interview Novelty 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Mon.-Fri., 12:45 p.m. 
WSAI, Cincinnati 

Public relations idea, new in these 
parts. 

Station runs a line into plants of 
prominent local industrial firms for 
direct-from-the-working-bench inter- 
views. Five days are devoted to a 
separate concern. Series started Oct. 
11 with factory of the Baldwin Piano 
Co. 

Miker visits all departments in 
production-process order and queries 
employees and _ executives. Bill 
Brown handles the job in common- 
sense _ style. Person interviewed 
states his name and occupation title 
and supplies answers about what he 
is doing and why. Trade terms are 
explained and work noises toss beau- 
coup atmosphere at auditors. Koll. 











‘WELCOME STRANGER’ 
With Mayor Ben Douglas 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 

Brain spark from William A. 
Schudt, Jr, It's a program weicom- 
ing newcomers to Charlotte. 

Station had a dozen couples, just 
moved to Charlotte, in the WBT stu- 
dios. Many of them were accom- 
panied by their entire families. 

Mayor Ben Douglas, who has been 
promoting a ‘Charlotte-the-Friendly- 
City’. program for some time, served 
as master of ceremonies. He wel- 
comed to Charlotte the couples pres- 
ent, and their families, and others 
as well who had not replied to the 
station’s invitation and come to the 
studio. 

Each of the families represented 
had the opportunity of a word on 
the air. Mayor Douglas conducted 
minute interviews in which the new- 
comers were given an opportunity of 
expressing their first impressions. 
They were asked how Charlotte 
might be improved, and for their 
impressions as to the local handling 
of traffic problems and the like. 

Among the newcomers in the stu- 
dio was Bob Carpenter, auditor for 
the station, and himself a newcomer, 

Hard. 


JIMMY McALLISTER 
Songs 

15 Mins., Local 
BARNEY’S CLOTHES 
Thursday, 7:30 p. m. 
WNEW, New York 


Barney’s Clothes, which has a 
damage suit pending against the sta- 
tion for alleged time chisels, is 
nevertheless continuing to bankroll 
this WNEW series of Irish ballad- 
ing by Jimmy McAllister. Warbler 
has an okay set of pipes and a fairish 
ability to sentimentalize a song. 

Birthday greetings and such hoke 
are also injected into the porridge. 
Commercials are windier than a 
Florida uproar. Announcer’s voice is 
vaguely remindful of Lowell Thomas. 

Hobe. 





DOROTHY ROCHELLE 
With Nat Brusiloff Orchestra 
Singing, Music 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 7:30 p. m. 

WMCA, New York 


Framed as two-way plug, first to 
catch the ear of potential sponsor 
and secondly as show-window for 
the station’s artists’ bureau, Dorothy 
Rochelle exposes a well modulated 
contralto voice with bell-like enun- 
ciation. 

Miss Rochelle started off with fa- 
miliar ‘Smartie,’ and then went more 


ballady with ‘I Know Now.’ After 
nice orchestra’ interlude, singer 
wound up this brief seance with 
‘You've Got Something There.’ Neat 
closer, with sly hint to prosnective 
advertiser. Wear 


‘FENDER BENDERS’ 

With George Grim, Ed Abbott 

Traffic Quiz 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Sundays, 6:30 P.M. 

WCCO, Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Designed as a class in safe driving, 

impromptu questioning of members 

of the studio audience (who pile in 

a good 100 strong) by Announcer Ed 

Abbott makes for a stanza slick in 

listener interest. 


‘What are the seven most im- 
portant parts of an automobile, from 
the safety standpoint’ is a sample. 
Another: ‘If your car is traveling 
in the lane next to center, can you 
legally make a right turn?’ 

Guest speakers vary week to week, 
So far a district court judge, a prom- 
inent undertaker, a taxi driver, a 
streetcar motorman, a_ pedestrian, 
secretary of an automobile club and 
the county coroner have put in their 
two cents* Program, which slides 
over safety propaganda without get- 
ting tiresome, is the brainchild of 
George Grim, promotion manager of 
the Minneapolis Star. Rash. 
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RS USED FOR DUMMY 
FIRMS HIGHLIGHT DISBARMENT TRIAL 


RADIO 











Parade of Witnesses Heard by F.C.C. in First 
Challenge of Legal Ethics in Radio Regulatory 


History 


ee 


Washington, Oct. 26. 


First attempt to clean up the 
radio bar neared an end today 
(Tuesday) when the Federal Com- 


munications Commission heard ex- 
planations of Paul M. Segal and 
George S. Smith relative to hand- 
line of applications allegedly filed by 
phonies. 

Sensational proceeding, involving 
complaint that the government has 
been deliberately deceived, ap- 
proached a climax after a procession 
of Federal witnesses were quizzed 


isleek 
| WMCA 

















The whole wry world will be a-lis- 
tenin’ when WMCA presents the 
Honorable Kaname Wakasugi, Jap- 
anese Consul General and the Hon- 
erable Dr. Tsune-Chi Yu, Chinese 
Consul General. These honorable 
gentlemen will speak on successive 
nights regarding “The Crisis in the 
Far East,” giving the official state- 
ments of their respective countries 
on this momentous world probiem. 
Feature booked by WMCA Special 
Events department! 





i ae 
WALL STREET again is front page! 
As special service for its Plutocrat 





listeners (those still owning stocks!), 
WHICA presents at 11:55 A.M. a com- 
plete Stock Market summary of the 
morning’s __ trading. Incidentally, 
WMCA had an_ exclusive last Thurs- 
day when it broadcast address of 
Charles R. Gay, N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change prexy from Accountant’s In- 
stitute banquet at Waldorf-Astoria, 
7 * s 

—= The 250th 
a broadcast of 
the Harlem 
Amateur 
Hour will be 
celebrated 
tonight at 





An exclusive 
feature of 
WMCA for the past 5 years, this 
riotous Amateur Hour is broadcast 
direct from stage of the Apollo The- 
atre in deep Harlem. All colored 
talent and a vociferous theatre au- 
dience that knows its truckin’! 
* * ss 

Do you believe in ghosts? A lot 
of Harlemites do! So there should be 
some tall ghost stories on the air 
tomorrow at 2:15 when Frankie 
Basch and Martin Starr take their 
Inquiring Reporter mike up te Har- 
Iem for a Hallowe’en Prevue 

+ ” * 

FLASH! General Mills (WHEATIES), 
renew their daily three-hour sports- 
variety show for another 26 weeks!!! 


~ WMCA 
Uew Yorks 
Gune Station 





11:00 P. M. | 


for facts that will substantiate prose- 
cution claim that barristers are 
guilty of unethical practices. In face 
of mountain of evidence, respond- 
ents insisted that they had no de- 
sire to baffle the regulatory body. 

Disbarment proceeding, which was 
launched with ousting of Commis- 
sioner George Henry Payne from 
the bench, was the initial incident 
where radio lawyers confronted pos- 
sible punishment since the govern- 
ment started parceling out wave- 
lengths a decade ago. In view of the 
past year’s din of protests about as- 
serted favoritism, the case attracted 
widespread attention. Prominence of 
the harassed attorneys, both former 
government employees, heightened 
interest. 

Based on contention that the two 
attorneys formed dummy corpora- 
tions and filed phoney complaints for 
purpose of duping the Commission, 
government’s case was predicated 
upon Segal’s connection with five 
cases during the past three years and 
involved numerous license holders 
in wide areas. Parade of clients was 
interrupted by presentation of asso- 
ciates of the cited barristers and 
Commish attaches who were induced 
to throw more light on circum- 
stances surrounding the handling of 
the applications which brought the 
disbarment threat. 

Creation of paper companies to 
seek facilities at Portland (Me.), 
Cheyenne (Wyo.), Moorhead (Minn.), 
Lewiston (Me.) and Logan and Provo 
(Utah), all connected with existing 
license-holders, was ventilated in 
great detail over repeated objections 
from Segal-Smith counsel, Lawrence 
Koenigsberger of Washington and 
Henry Monsky of Omaha.. Special 
F.C.C. prosecutor, Samuel H. Kauff- 
man, delved deeply into ancient his- 
tory in attempt to demonstrate that 
accused lawyers were deliberately 
breaking the Communication Act and 
snooting Commish regulations. 

Principal importance attached to 
the Palmer Broadcasting Syndicate 
applications, which were directly re- 
lated to the important ‘640 case’ 
where the Commish decided to break 
down the clear-channel policy by 
granting Portland Broadcasting Sys- 
tem a permit to use frequency re- 
served for KFI, Los Angeles. Other 
Segal-Smith clients whose intentions 
of entering the radio business were 
challenged during the first week 
were Great Western Broadcasting 
Association, seeker of two Utah 
transmitters: Commercial Broadcast- 
ers, Inc., which asked franchises for 
Moorhead, Minn.; Geraldine Alberg- 
hane, who dropped campaign for a 

plant at Pawtucket, R. I., and Rich- 
ard Castro, whose efforts to win con- 
sent for a transmitter at Johnson 
| City. Tenn., led to disclosure of al- 
leged unethical practices. 

} Girls Testify 

| Admission that dummy companies 
| were formed at Segal’s insistence 
was made by two girls employed by 
ithe law firm where Segal-Smith have 
offices. Fumigation of the Portland 
case was featured by disclosures that 
mail for the Palmer company reached 
Segal via Wilmington and New York 
City and that Segal retained Elmer 
W. Pratt, former Federal Radio Com- 
mission examiner, to present an ap- 
peal on Palmer’s behalf from the 
F.C.C.’s 640 decision. 

Adhering firmly to the position 
Segal-Smith took in replying to 
Commish charges, defense counsel 
continuously conceded various ac- 
tions by the cited lawyers but fought 
vigorously against evidence tending 
to substantiate the contention that 
there was any conspiracy to either 
deceive the Commish or obstruct 
other applicants. Progress was de- 
laye* by numerous wrangles over 
competence and relevancy of various 
bits of testimony, as well as by 
clashes about Kauffman’s manner. 

Good Faith 

F. C. C. prosecutor sought to dem- 
onstrate that Segal co-operated in 
an attempt to block Portland Broad- 
casting System’s entry into the Maine 
field by causing Palmer Broadcasting 
Syndicate to file applications which 
wo ~” complicate the 640 cases; filed 
requests for facilities at Logan and 
Provo to protect KDYL’s status in 
Salt “ake City; and organized Com- 
mercial Broadcasters to keep othar 








aspirants out of Moorhead, Conten- 


| was admission that Mrs. Ethel Man- 





tion of government attorneys is that 
none of these applications was sub- 
mitted in good faith, sole purpose be- 
ing to harass competitors, and that 
the manner in which the obstruc- 
tionist tactics were employed by the 
lawyers constituted deception of the 








Co~:mish. 
Taking up the involved Portland { 
case first, Kauffman drew from a va- 
riety of witnesses admissions that: | 
(1) Palmer Broadcasting Syndicate | 
was a dummy corporation whieh | 
Segal created; (2) although a party 
to the proceeding, Palmer did not | 
take part in hearings on conflicting | 
applications of Portland Broadcast- | 
ing System and Eastland Co. for 640 
assignment in the Maine metropolis; 
(3) Segal represented Eastland and 
Congress Square Hotel Co. (WCSH), 
which were owned by an indiv: dual 
k-‘.ind Palmer; and (4) Segal tried 
in various ways to upset the Com- 
mish grant to Portiand Broadcasting 
System. 


First point scored by Kauffman | 


ning, secretary of one of Segal’s as- 
sociates, signed and swore to truth 
of statements in Palmher’s applica- 
tions for transmitters at Portland 
and Lewiston, Me., and Cheyenne, 
Wyo., although she had no intention 
of entering the broadcasting busi- 
ness. Mrs.. Manning, who used her 
maiden name in hancocking the pa- 
pers, testified she never received 
any Palmer stock or attended a 
sneeting, although she was supposed 
to be majority owner. Conceding 
Segal asked her to sign the docu- 
ments, she denied she had any 
knowledge the papers were construc- 
tion permit applications or that she 
knew whether, as represented, the 
concern had $1,000 cash and $20,000 
in securities as assets. 
Ethel vs. E. C. 
Manner in which her name was 
signed was an important point over 
which Kauffman wrangled with 
Mrs, Manning. She insisted she 
was accustomed before marriage to 
using both ‘E. C. Murovhy’ and 
‘Ethel C. Murphy,’ denying she pre- 
viously had admitted it was unusual 
to employ only her initials. 
Linking Segal directly with Pal- 
mer affairs, Mrs. Manning told 
Commish she never knew who was 
behind the company, never received 
any communications addressed to 
it, and had no idea when she was 
replaced as president. She could 
not recall signing other papers 
bearing her name, which admittedly 
‘were filed with the F.C.C. by Segal. 
Further information about Segal’s 
activities and the Palmer matter 
came from Edith C. Miller, his sec- 
retary for five years. One of the 
ostensible stockholders in the paper 
corporation, she declared Segal 
asked her to allow use of her name 
on the F.C.C. application. She 
identified her employer as counsel 
for. all of the radio interests of 
Henry P. Rines, Portland capitalist, 
who owned Eastland Co., which 
held stock of WRDO, Augusta, and 
Congress Square Hotel Co., which 
in turn controlled WCSH. 
Mail Forwarder 
Lengths to which Segal and as- 
sociates went to hide their relations 
with Palmer were disclosed during 
testimony by David Titlebaum, 
New York lawyer, and Elmer Pratt, 
the former F.R.C. examiner. Ad- 
mitting he received $100 for his 
services, Titlebaum related that 
Segal asked him to forward mail 
addressed to Palmer, Broadcasting 
Syndicate at Wilmington, which was 
then sent to him for relaying to 
Washington. Pratt testified that 
Segal requested him to file the 
Palmer appeal, providing facts to 
be used in legal moves and paying 
his fee. Both stated that Segal ex- 
plained he had clients who did not 
want their identity disclosed and 
that he could not appear in the 
Palmer proceedings without giving 
them away. Neither knew that 
Rines was behind the Palmer affair. 
History of maneuvers by Segal 
through Palmer was obtained from 
George F. Kelley, Jr.. of Portland, 
assistant to Rines and executive of 
both Congress Square Hotel Co. and 
Eastland Co. Added data of this 
sort was obtained from mass of 








correspondence and other exhibits 
read into the record. 
Portland maneuvering began in 


1933 when application was made to 
remove WRDO, owned by Rines, 
from Augusta to Portland, Kelley 
confessed. This proposition was de- 
nied by the old Commission in Feb- 
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Segal-Smith Defense 





ing 


toe-hold on the Maine radio biz. 


move into this area. 





Defense was opened Monday (25) afternoon when Segal took the 
stand to supplement the formal answer which denied any intent to 
confuse the commish. After a detailed resume of his life and career, 
including several years with the old Federal Radio Commission, 
Segal began ventilating the Portland cases. 
urged to cover up the identity of principals behind the Palmer case 
by Rines and admitted he got girls in his law office to form the 
dummy corporation in order to conceal his client. 

Going through hoary records, Segal insisted the Palmer applica- 
tion was not designed to obstruct the Portland Broadcasting System. 
He noted that 1210 kc, named by Palmer, was a long distance across 
the spectrum from 640, which was sought by the opposition. 
circumstances connected with unsuccessful 
WRDO from Augusta into Portland, he reviewed the futile 1933 fight 
waged by Portland Publishing Co.—the Gannett papers—to gain a 


Purpose of this testimony was to show that the Rines group had 
been trying for a considerable period to move into the Down East 
metropolis and was not seeking, via Palmer, to block other aspirants, 
Eastland’s request for 640 kc, identical with the Portland Broadcast- 
ing plea, was cited as proof of how anxious Segal’s clients were to 


Washington, Oct. 26. 


He said that he was 


Explain- 
attempt to move 








ruary, 1934. Later in the year 
Portland Broadcasting System (tied 
up with Portland Press Herald and 
Evening Express) sought to enter 
the field via the 640 ke spot. On 
behalf of WCSH, another Rines 
property, Segal intervened in op- 
position to this application. Shortly 
after the Eastland Co., holding firm 
for Rines, filed a conflicting applica- 
tion for 640. Eventually, Palmer 
requested permits for local trans- 
mitters at Portland and Lewiston, 
specifying the 1210 ke spot. Un- 
related application for similar as- 
signment at Cheyenne was filed in 
Palmer’s name, but was given up 
shortly before the hearing. 


Admitting that Segal was author- 
ized to create a corporation to seek 
Portland and Lewiston permits, 
Kelley acknowledged the Palmer 
applications were abandoned when 
the Rines fight against entry of a 
competitor into Portland flopped. 
He denied the only reason for Pal- 
mer activities was to obstruct the 
Portland Broadcasting System, how- 
ever. 

Did Not Answer 

Despite difficulty in placing all 
responsibility on Segal, Kaufman 
scored a major point in support of 
his contention that the attorney 
tried to deceive the Commission in 
regard to the Palmer activities. He 
got across the fact that, although 
Segal had been instigator of Pal- 
mer and was aware of every 
step taken, he did not reveal his 
connection when the 640 hearing 
took place. Transcript of pro- 





ceedings showed that Segal, ac- 
companied by Smith, was present in 
his capacity as attorney for East- 
land Co. and Congress Square Hotel 
Co., but no counsel for Palmer an- 
swered when roll of participants was 
called. 

Further link between Segal and 
Palmer was shown when Pratt ex- 
plained his connection with the 
paper corporation. Former F.R.C, 
staffer said Segal hired him, with 
explanation the matter was one in 
which Segal could not appear, but 


that he never met or knew of the 
principals behind Palmer. Pratt 
told how he prepared an appeal, 


based on ground that Palmer was 
not-a party to the 640 hearings, 
using info supplied by Segal, and 
opposed a motion to have Palmer’s 


application for Portland facilities 
dismissed. He was unaware that 
Segal previously had asked and 


been denied a postponement of the 
effective date of the grant to Port- 
land: Broadcasting System. 
Another connection between Se- 
gal-Smith duo and Palmer was es- 
tablished by Clara Iehl, F.C.C. li- 
cense section head, after Kauffman 
had read into the record a year-old 
affidavit filed by Arthur W. Schar- 
feld, counsel for Portland Broadcast- 
ing, charging Palmer was a dummy. 
Identifying correspondence, Miss 
Iehl said she had called Smith in 
1934 asking for financial data about 
the company but was unable to re- 
call how she heard that Smith 
might be interested in Palmer. 
Following character witnesses tes- 





(Continued on page 43) 
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The proper tools—in skilled hands—can 
make short work of even a tough job 
like felling big timber. 


It’s a matter of record that radio ad- 
vertisers get better results quicker in 
the Hartford market when their efforts 
are backed by Station WTIC. For one 
thing, statistics show that national ad- 
vertisers using WTIC secure 149% more 
coverage in the Hartford market than 
those using the second station. As a 
further check, we had Koss Federal 
phone 12,000 families in and around 
Hartford. They found 60.72% were 
tuned to WTIC. Only 24.3% were lis- 
tening to the next most popular station. 





You Get RESULTS Quicker 
With the Right Tools 


ie 





nd make no mistake about this— 
TIC covers a mighty worthwhile mar- 
ket — all of Connecticut, a slice of 
eastern New York, western Massa- 
chusetts, Vermont and New Hampshire. 
That accounts for about 4,000,000 people. 
As individuals they have 15% more 
spendable income than the national 
average, according to Government fig- 
ures—and they account for 239% more 
retail sales and 50% more food sales 
per capita. 


Briefly, here’s a market you cam use in 
your business. Yeu can get results most 


profitably by using southern New Eng- 
land’s number one station, 


Write today for our new 32-page brochure giving full details on the 
Ross Federal Survey and facts about the WTIC billion dollar market. 


W'TIC , 


The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corp. 
Member NBC Red Network and Yankee Network 
PAUL W. MORENCY, General Mgr., JAMES F. CLANCY, Business Mgr. 


National Representatives — WEED & CO. 


50,000 WATTS 
ARTFORD, CONN. 


CHICAGO - - - DETROIT - - - NEW YORK - - - SAN FRANCISCO 
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DOCUMENTS IN 


TRIPLICATE 
FOR FCC? 


Washington, Oct. 26. 

Initial step in reform of adminis- 
trative procedure of the Federal 
Communications Commission will be 
taken in the near future with pro- 
mulgation of new rules and regula- 
tions covering handling of applica- 
tions for broadcast facilities. 

Result of more than a year of cog- 
itation, revised code is expected to 
be unveiled early next month, and 
may go into effect immediately. 
Final drafting is reported under 
way, with desire of the Commish to 
end the long wait by Nov. 15. 

Nature of prospective changes in 
routine has been hidden from out- 
siders, but Commish sources indicate 
that several innovations are prob- 
able. Objective is double-barreled, 
embracing both more efficient func- 
tioning and more conscientious ad- 
ministration of the law. 

Collateral effect will be to clear 
up numerous doubts about what the 
existing code means. Widespread 
coniusion has resulted from failure 
of the new Commish to co-ordinate 
and clarify its existing rules. 
quent revisions have made it hard 
for licensees and attorneys to keep 
up with Commish requirements, 
while policy has been obscured. 

Abolition of the three divisions ne- 
cessitates overhauling of the rules 
of practice and procedure. 
ing of rules outlining standard of 
conduct for broadcasters has been 
in progress for many months, with 
various immediate changes being 
promulgated from time to time in 
form of mimeographed orders. 





In Triplicate 
One vital change which is known 
to have been agreed upon affects 
both the Commish and the industry. 
Designed as protection against con- 
nivance, new regulation will require 


all applicants to file triplicate docu- | 


ments, with originals being kept un- 
der lock and key to prevent any 
tampering by either insiders or out- 
siders. One copy will be available 
for use of Commish staff with third 
set accessible by lawyers, industry 
members, and other interested par- 
ties. Approach toward this reform 
was made last spring when docket 
section staff was shifted and restric- 
tions were placed upon use of official 
records. 

How extensive the changes in me- 
chanical processes will be under new 
rules, has attorneys in the air. Many 
suggestions have been advanced for 
radical alteration of Cormmish rou- 
tine but, while individual members 
have privately reflected their views, 
there has been no definite hint how 
the F.C.C. is reacting to the indi- 
vidual ideas. 





Alexander Woollcott will appear 
on the air next Sunday (31). On 
behalf of Dr. Joseph D. McGoldrick, 
Fusion candidate for comptroller in 
coming N. Y. City election. 
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Minstrelsy at WLW 


Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 

After an absence of several years 
minstrelsy has been revived on WLW 
for a series of weekly 30-minute sus- 
tainers, feeding to the WLW Line. 
Stint got under way last week. It 
has a night spot, but definite time 
has not been set thus far. 

An audience show, Wells Ginn is 
interlocutor, Ray Shannon’ = and 
Charles Dameron hold down the end 
chairs, and Jimmy Leonard is an- 
nouncer. Orchestra of 15 pieces is 
directed by Joe Lugar, who handled 
music on the Cotton Queen 
Showboat program which had a nine- 
year run on WLW and was claimed 
by that station to be radio’s original 
showboat minstrel. 
new burnt 








cork opry 


Steve 
Production is han- 





John §S. Young, who has been 
freelancing as a news commentator 
and announcer since quitting J. 
Stirling Getchell, has been 
radio director of the New 
| World's Fair 1939. He 
| Getchell from NBC, 
Young has spent some time abroad 
studying the broadcasting situation. 


York 





|Peerce-Smalle-Philo and 


| Batoneer Straus Grouped 


| Curtis & Allen has lined up a pros- 
| pective program, which is being of- 
|fered ad agencies. Talent is Jan 
Peerce, an Ed Smalle chorus, Viola 
Philo, and a semi-symph orchestra 
| batoned by Oscar Straus. 

| Effort to get Henry Hull 
|a commentating job on the proposed 
| program wilted when Hull nixed the 
| bid. 








Audition for 60 Reps 


| Indianapolis, Oct. 26. 

Elaborate audition for Indianapo- 

| lis was held by WIRE last Sat. (23), 
| when station staff, nine actors, sound 
| effects and record turntables, com- 
| plete public address system, and so 
|}on, were used to present half-hour 
| program before some 60 reps of the 
Indiana State Assn. of Legal Reserve 
Life Insurance Companies in the In- 
| dianapolis Athletic Club. Program as 
|presented was dramatized strictly 
| Indiana news. 

Entire show was written, rehearsed 
and presented in 28-hour period from 
Friday (22) a. m. to noon Sat. (23). 
Chet Miller did the scripting, direc- 
tion and production, while Woodie 
Maguson spieled it, with talent hur- 
riedly calied from Butler University 
dramatic students. 


| WHAS’ Tobacco Salute 


Louisville, Oct. 26. 

Tobacco Day Festival held an- 
nually at Madison, Indiana, will be 
honored by a ‘salute’ broadcast, to 
be aired by WHAS on October 29, 
at 10:15 p.m. CST. Airing will 
sketch briefly the activities planned 
for Tobacco Day, and an invitation 
will be extended to tobacco grow- 
ers in Northern Kentucky and 
Southern Indiana to attend the fes- 
tivities. An invitation to come to 
Madison for the program has been 
accepted by a delegation of some 50 
members of the Louisville Board of 
Trade. 

WHAS talent to appear on the 
program are the Texas Rangers, 
male quartette, and Skeets Morris 
with his instrumentalists and co- 
medians. 














Gottlieb on Pullman 


Lester Gottlieb, p.a. for Mutual 
net, on Nov. 7 starts a 13-day itin- 
erary of 11 towns to glad-hand sta- 
tions linked with the network. 

Towns Gottlieb will take in, on the 
biggest jaunt he has yet made for the 
chain, are Boston, Cleveland, Detroit, 
Chicago, Des Moines, Omaha, St. 
Louis, Kansas City, Indianapolis, 
Cincinnati and Washington. 











Leston Faneut’s Bankrolier 


Buffalo, Oct. 26. 

Leston P. Faneuf, Times political 
reporter, starts as a WKBW radio 
|ecommentator this week under the 
sponsorship of Lang’s brewery. 

Faneuf’s radio voice first attracted 
attention a year ago when he was 
assigned by the Times to read elec- 
tion returns over the air. 





Singers in the | 
are Harry | 
| Mumma, basso; Herb Spieckerman, 
| baritone; Ralph Nyland and 
| Merrill, tenors. 
died by Harold Carr. 


JOHN S. YOUNG AIR 
| HEAD FOR N. Y. FAIR 


|mess upon anti-ASCAP legislation. | 


named | 


went to 


to do 





By HARRY T. SMITH 


Seattle, Oct. 26. 

This town and this state are packed 
with explosive possibilities on the 
radio front. Its a very involved 
situation in which network affilia- 
|tion as a prize, or as a cause for 
| damage suits plays a part. Behind- 
|the-scenes situation also has nu- 


| merous other offshoots among them, | 


|a pro-New Deal and an anti-New 
| Deal division of broadcasters with 


‘accusations and denials, charges 
land counter-charges. There is also 
a bearing of the whole involved 


Kenneth Davis, attorney for cer- 


tain broadcasters and the 
spark generally credited with put- | 
|ting the state of Washington out 


With 


legal / Seattle broadcaster, who is his 


front in attacking ASCAP by a/ Bramhall of the F.CC.. 
state law technique since followed | tion with the petition which 


= 





Democratic 
scribed by the 


politicians de- 
‘outs’ 


| of the ‘ins’ and with threats to make | this 
| public alleged deals and a 
| overtone 


general 


of distrust and cautious 


waiting on both sides the rivalry 
seemingly must come to a _ head 
sooner or later. At the moment 
what's ‘off-the-record’ contrasts 


| vividly with what's clear-cut and 
| definitely known. 

Meanwhile the whole state is 
playing poker. 


| Shirley B. Parker, petitioner for 
}a@ new station in Yakima, Washing- 
|ton, was in New York over the 
| week-end with Ray Howell, former 


as- 


‘ : is Op- 

in four other states may be the | posed by Carl Haymond, operator 

| gent to pull the lever that will ex-|o¢ KIT, Yakima, who is vacating 
| Plode the whole situation. 11310 local wavelength to move to 
KOL switch from CBS to Mu-/1250 regional. Parker wants to 


tual ahead of contract expiration 
after CBS had in turn made a deal 
|with KIRO represents one phase 
of the regional involvements. KVI, 
Tacoma, which has Columbia pro- 
grams and a Seattle studio, is ad- 
vertising in Seattle newspapers 
while KIRO is answering the cam- 
paign by advertising in Tacomnia 
newspapers to remind that neigh- 
boring city that Seattle duplica- 
| tion is available. 

Carl Haymond, of KMO, Spokane, 
and KIT, Yakima, has meanwhile 
collaborated with Louis Wasmer, of 
KHQ, Spokane, in organizing the 
northwest loop of the Don Lee- 
Mutual set-up whereby network 
service is fed to many small towns 
never previously serviced by out- 
side programs. That creates a new 
package for advertisers. 

Antagonisms between _ the 
camps of broadcasters 
pression in several ways. None 
tend to help radio itself. There 
is a notable hesitancy among the 
regional advertising agencies and 
sponsors to make choices of com- 
mitments at this time. Its all too 
hard to predict. But meanwhile 
the stations themselves apparently 
are scarcely any surer than their 
clients of what’s going to happen. 





two 
finds ex- 


take over the abandoned 1310. 

Examination before Bramhall de- 
veloped considerable bitterness 
after the introduction of z 1908 in- 
cident as part of the testimony pro- 
voked a retaliatory allegation in- 
volving a suit for unpaid commis- 
sions. Whole incident appeared to 
emphasize anew the intense rivalry 
between competing camps in the 
northwest. 





Parker, who owns the Spokane 
baseball club and has numerous 
other business interests, was rep- 


resented by Elmer Pratt and Paul 
D. P. Spearman. His financial as- 
sets were represented to Examiner 
Bramhall as $644.000. 


Seattle, Oct. 26. 
John Blair, head of the station rep 


| ‘ 
ifirm of the same name, and George 
| Bolling, his New York manager, are 





| due in Seattle the second week of 


November to arrange for the open- 
ing of a _ local office. Also to 
straighten out a representation com- 
plication which seems likely to de- 


velop from its connections with 
KIRO, Seattle, and the Don Lee 
Network. 





Blair organization has been repre- 
senting KIRO for the past year, 


STATE OF WASHINGTON DIVIDED IN 


HOSTILE GROUPS OF BROADCASTERS 





Meanwhile Confusion, Threats and Cross-Purposes 
Not Doing Radio Advertising Any 
plosive Possibilities Sensed—Parker Vs. Hayman with KOL the Seattle outlet. Di- 


while the alliance with Don Lee 
becomes effective at the end of this 


Good—Ex- |year. Since Blair tiec up with KIRO 


Don Lee has added a northwest spur, 


|} lemma will likely be solved with the 


as partisans | lish a 


|}dropping of KIRO from Blair’s list. 
It will then be necessary to estab- 
Seattle sale ffice to cover 

region for Don Lee-Northwest 


| business. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


BAKER STOPS BULLET, 


BUT BULLET TIRED OUT 
a Buffalo. Oct, 26. 

Roger Baker, WGR-WKBW sports 

| announcer and com«entator, nar- 


| 


|sistant. They appeared a few days | 
| previously before Examiner John 
in connec- 





| 


| 








rowly escaped serious injury when 
pheasant hunting last week. Shot 
from another huntsman’s gun struck 
him in the forehead just 
eyes. 

Fortunately the pellets were vir- 
tually spent when they struck and 
Baker was merely stung 


Griffin Polishing Off 


Griffin shoe polish fades its pro- 
gram off NBC-blue with the Nov. 8 
broadcast, Show airs on Mondays, 
7-7:30 p.m.; Birmingham, Castleman 
& Pierce is the agency. 

Talent on the show includes Lloyd 
Shaffer’s orch, John B. Gambling. 
Barry McKinley and a chorus. 


RCA’s New Prez 


G. K. Throckmorton was elected 
president of RCA Mfg. Co. last week, 
succeeding E. T. Cunningham, who 
retired last April. Throckmorton, 
who has been v.p., has served as 
nominal operating head since Cun- 
ningham left the company. 

He has been in the radio business 
since 1926, 


above the 


Cook, Doherty Set Up Biz 

Al Cook and Hank Doherty, both 
of whom were axed recently in the 
NBC payroll purge, have opened a 
publicity office to handle air talent. 
At NBC Cook did the puff-uppering 
for the Artists’ Service, Doherty 
was in press. 

First accounts bagged by the boys 
are acts under contract to NBC, 
where no one is now doing pub- 
licity in the Artists’ Service. 
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maintained 
Networks, are 


in operation every day in the year 
on the Michigan Radio 


Network. 


From 9 A.M, to midnight sign-off, 
MRN's 


continuous schedule 


member stations carry a 


of sustaining 


and commercial broadcasts from 
the key station WXYZ, Detroit. 


The MRN blankets a territory of 
over 4 million people, 
results — use 


If you want 
MRN in Michigan. 


Like 


Michigan's 8 Station 
Web Operates Just Like 
A Coast-to-Coast Set-Up 


The same mechanical and engineer- 
ing facilities that are 
by Coast-to-Coast 
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TELEVISION 
PROMOTION 
COLD 


Washington, Oct. 26. 
Plans of John W. McKay, New 
York inventor, for the establishment 
of an ambitious television set-up 


were abandoned last week. 

McKay, who envisioned a nation- 
wide television network and pro- 
pogsed to plunge into every phase of 
the development and manufacturing 
of equipment, the leasing of time for 
commercial. programs and many 
other aspects of the business, asked 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission for leave to withdraw the 
registration statement he filed a few 
weeks ago. 

Universal Television Corp. cited 
$2,000,000 assets, comprised mostly 
patents to which McKay and his 
partners controlled the rights 








St. Louis Stations Depend 


On Nabe Throwaways 
St. Louis, Oct. 26. 
WEW is the third local station to 


perfect a trade agreement with 
weekly nabe papers. KWK was first 
to make a tieup with a South St. 
Louis sheet for the printing of a col- 
umn written by John Conrad, of 
KWK. Then KMOX made a similar 
ticup with another !ocal weekly rag. 

Al S. Foster, business manager of 
WEW, recently converted into a com- 
mercial station, effected an agree- 
ment last week with the South Side 
Journal which has .circulation of 
70,000 for a radio column. 

KSD is owned by the Post-Dis- 
patch. 


more than a hundred consis- 
tent local and regional adver- 
tisers on WBIG, who have 


voted this the “favorite sta- 
tion in the favored region”! 








Write 
EDNEY RIDGE, Director, 
for full “Facts and Data” 


WBIG=i 


Craic & HOLLNGBERY. Inc. ao 


- —— -_ - 
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—Radio Results— 
EVEREADY BATTERIES 
WRIGLEY GUM 
MAJESTIC RADIOS 
SHELL OIL 
FITCH SHAMPOO 
GILLETTE RAZORS 


Address: 4351 No. Pauline St. 
Chicago, I 
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F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 


Pan-American 





Washington, Oct. 26. 
(Usual weekly meeting of Commission was 
postponed because of two-a-day hearings cur- 
rently being held on tlte Sega!-Smith disbar- 
ment case.) 


EXAMINER’S REPORTS 


Arizona: Two-way tiff over a new daytime transmit- 
ter for Prescott was partially settled when Examiner 
P. W. Seward recommended granting of the application 
of Southwest Broadcasting Company for a 250-watter 
on 1500 ke. Plea of W. P. Stuart, Prescott newspaper 
publisher, for the same frequency with 100 watts days, 
was tossed out by Seward as not in the public interest. 

Examiner’s action represented third act in the scrim- 
mage between Southwest Broadcasting and Stuart. 
Broadcasting company’s application had been granted 
by the commish last November, but a new airing was 
asked by Stuart who claimed that his opposition was 
not sufficiently well-heeled to operate the proposed 
station. Newspaper owner also charged Southwest 
Broadcasting with not acting in ‘entire good faith’ and 
complained that he had been denied the right to cross- 
examine the witnesses whose depositions were taken 
by the Southwest group. 

According to the examiner, Stuart ‘failed to dis- 
charge the burden of proof resting upon him to es- 
tablish the affirmative of these three issues.’ Com- 
plainant finally admitted that Southwest Broadcasting 
was amply financed and it was also established that 
he had not been denied to cross-examine the witnesses. 
Southwest Broadcasting Company, moreover, was found 
to have acted in good faith ‘at all times’ in connection 
with its efforts to secure a construction permit. 

On the other hand, granting of Stuart’s application 
would result in operation of his station ‘as an adjunct 
to his newspaper business, which will give him a vir- 
tual monopoly on the dissemination of news in the 
area,’ Seward pointed out. 

Southwest Broadcasting Company comprises a cor- 
poration with an authorized capital stock of $25,000, 
split five ways between Albert Stetson, R. L, Webb, 
C. D. Rhodes and George Norman Hoffman, its of- 
ficers and directors. 

Group was represented by E. C. Locklear, with Frank 
Stollenwerck appearing in behalf of W. P. Stuart. 

Califernia: Expansion of the service of KRE, Berk- 
eley, through a shift in frequency and a power jump, 
was partially approved by Examiner Melvin H. Dal- 


berg. Commish okay, however, would depend on the 


granting of the pending application for frequency 
change of KGGC, San Francisco, and denial of the 
new station plea of Chase S. Osborne, Jr., Fresno. 
Two motions made by respondents for dismissal of 
the application and suppression of depositions offered 
by applicant were denied and Central California Broad- 
casters, Inc. (KRE), was praised as ‘rendering a mer- 
itorious service. Switch from 1370 and 1440 ke and 
juice-jump from 100 watts nights 250 watts days, to 
550 watts nights, I kw days, would increase station’s 
night coverage by approximately five times its present 


coverage and would enable its day service, Dalberg 


pointed out. Frequency change could not be made, 
however, unless KGGC is granted the right to shift 
from 1420 to 1370 kc, it was explained, 

Ben S. Fisher represented the applicant. 

Kentucky: Efforts of WHAS, 50 kw transmitter owned 
by the Louisville Times, to established a new station 
to be used for local programs was stymied by Exam- 
iner R. H. Hyde. At the same time, Hyde frowned on 
a similar application filed by S. O. Ward and P. C. 
Ward, the Louisville Broadcasting Co. 

While admitting need exists for service of a purely 
local nature, Examiner Hyde pointed out that a new 
station for WHAS would, in some respects, supple- 
ment the present coverage but, as far as general pro- 
gram service was concerned, would simply add another 
program for listeners to choose from. Evidence offered 
by WHAS that it never has taken advantage of its 
commanding position in the community by fixing rates 
‘does not provide the affirmative proof the question 
calls for,’ Hyde added. 

Request of the Wards, father and son; was recom- 
mended for denial because the earning capacity of the 
proposed daytime station was ‘quite speculative.’ 

WHAS plea was for 100 watts on 1210 kc, with the 
Wards asking same assignment, limited to daytime op- 
eration. Swagar Sherley appeared on behalf of the 
Louisville Times and the Ward interests were repre- 
sented by Horace L. Lohnes and A. M. Thomas. 

Oklahoma: New daytime station, to be operated on 
1500 ke with 250 watter at Chickasha, appeared doomed 
with a recommendation for dismissal with prejudice 
by Examiner Tyler Berry. 

Motion for withdrawal of the request was presented 
by counsel for the Chickasha Daily Express on Sep- 
tember 8, Berry disclosed, but an earlier petition for 
leave to withdraw without prejudice already had been 
rejected by the commish. Applicants based their re- 
quest on the discovery that the proposed station would 


result in objectionable interference to an existing 
station. 
NEW APPLICATIONS 
Maine: WRDO, Augusta, transfer of control of cor- 


poration from Henry P. Rines to Conrad E. Kennison, 
100 shares common stock. 

North Carolina: L. B. McCormick, new station to be 
operated days on 1370 ke with 250 watts. 

Nebraska: WOW, Woodmen of the World Insurance 
Association, Omaha, change name to Woodmen of the 
World Life Insurance Society. 

South Carolina: Greater Greenwood Broadcasting 
Station, Greenwood, new station to be operated on 1420 
ke with 250 watts days, 100 watts night. 

Tennessee: WMC, Memphis Commercial Appeal Co., 
Memphis, change power from 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, 
to 5 kw all times, make changes in directional antenna 
for night use. 

Texas: WTAW, Agricultural and Mechanical College 
of Texas, College Station, make changes in antenna, 
change hours of operation from specified to daytime 
(requesting facilities of KTBC). 





Agencies—Sponsors 





Table Products, Inc, (Nu-Made 
mayonnaise), through Lord & 
Thomas, Los Angeles, using three 
live talent spots daily, Mondays 
through Fridays, on KGO, San Fran- 
cisco, through Nov. 26. Also tran- 
scribed spots on KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, 


(hand cream), 
transcrintions, 


Nov. 1, 





Sunday nights, 9:00 to 9:30 p.m., PST. 





Pacquin Laboratories, New York 
through William 
Esty agency, is spotting five-minute 
‘Grace and Eddie,’ 
three mornings a week starting 





Heesler talking household hints. Biz 
placed direct, 





Malcom-Howard agency signatured 
15-minute broadcast of Chicago roll- 
er derby for WIND airing seven-a- 
week, 








Schwimmer & Scott using WJJD, 
Chicago, six-a-week 15 minute 
transcription spots for Studebaker 
plugging. Contract for 52 weeks, 





Peter Fox Brewing Co. sponsoring 








Gas Appliance Society of Cali- 
fornia, through Jean Scott Frickel- 
ton, San Francisco, using spot an- 
nouncements, 





Pacific Gas & Electric 
‘Tales of California’ dramas on 
KGO, San Francisco. Plays, penned 
by Samuel B. Dickson, are aired 


renewed 
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Safeway Stores, Inc., San Fran- 
cisco (food products) through J. 
Walter Thompson, has placed its 
transcribed serial, ‘Land of the 
Whatsit,’ on KFSD, San Diego, five 
nights weekly for 13 weeks. 

Vig-O Dog Food Company, Sand 
Springs, Okla., sponsored three daily 
15-minute broadcasts of Oklahoma 
state dog show at Oklahoma City 
over KFXR. 





Dr. Pepper (soft drinks), new 
week-day quarter-hour program 
over WJSV, Washington, with Arch 
McDonald officiating. Twice a week 
McDonald to quizz pedestrians on 
amusing angles concerhing popular 
superstitions—each individual inter- 
viewed to receive half-dozen bottles 
of Dr. Pepper’s pop. 





KMOX, St. Louis, Thursday night 
spot vacated by ‘March of Time’ now 
occupied by ‘From the Front Page, 
General Grocer’s local dramatized 30 
min. of news. This show was for- 
merly aired on Monday evenings. 





WTMV’s morning show ‘Wake Up 
and Live’ is moving into Sears, Roe- 
buck stores, E. St. Louis, for p.a. 
Friday and Saturday nights. 





KDYL, Salt Lake, is airing com- 
mercial series for Capson-Bowman, 
realtors, consisting of 15-min. Pro- 
grams using an orch and special ap- 
peal sought through dramatizing in- 
stances of persons building homes 
through aid from Uncle Sam’s 
Federal Housing. 





H. W. Carr (tooth powder) goes 
on WMCA, N. Y., starting Nov. 1 
with Monday through Friday series 
of quarter-hours presenting Kurt W. 


Jimmy Dudley interviews with pro 
football players before WIND Sun- 
day games, 





Devoe-Raynolds Paint is using 
playlets in a series of eight 15-min- 
ute programs over WBT, Charlotte, 
N. C, 





Glicksam Advertising Co, has 
named Norman Lessing manager of 
its radio production department. 
Agency’s current air account is 
Adam Hats. 





Chevrolet, through Campbell- 
Ewald, Detroit, spotting 28 an- 
nouncements weekly for two weeks 
on KYA, San Francisco. Also using 
13 a week on KGO and 42 weekly 
on KFRC. Contracts up Oct. 30. 





Royal Toy Co. through Reiss Ad- 
vertising, New York, using 10 35- 
word spots on KFRC, San Francisco, 
between Nov. 8 and 29. 





Schlitz Brewing through McJun- 
kin, Chicago, signed for 30 announce- 
ments between Oct. 19 and Dec. 9, 





P. J. LeRoy (piano lessons) is 
broadcasting quarter-hour programs 
daily except Saturday over KYA, 
San Francisco, by remote from 
KEHE, Los Angeles, Through March 
18, 1938. 


Frequencies 





Washington, Oct. 26. 

Weighing of rival claims for right 
to use the four unassigned Pan- 
American frequencies reserved for 
the United States starts late this 
week if rush of business before Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
slackens off. 

Originally skedded for ventilat- 
ing Friday (22), applications of 
World Wide Broadcasting, General 
Electric, and NBC will be examined 
at public hearing before full Com- 
mish as soon as the current disbar- 
ment trial is over. Tentative open- 
ing is this Friday (29) in hope that 
arguments may be decided before 
the forthcoming Havana conference 
gets too far along. U.S. negotiators 
want to have some concrete scheme 
for using the frequencies to lay be- 
fore representatives of other na- 
tions. 





Chas. Garland to WHIP 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Charlie Garland resigned as sales 
manager WIND last week to take 
over the same job with WHIP, new 
Hammond, Ind., 5,000 watter. 

Garland had held the reins at 
WIND since Aug. 1 of this year, 
coming over from WBBM. No plans 
are being made to fill the WIND spot 
immediately. Station is to operate 
with salesmen responsible to Ralph 
Atlass only, at least for the time 
being. 





WIP Improvements 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Changes to extent of $60,000 in 
WIP’s technical facilities were com- 
pleted last week. Improvements in- 
clude new 320-foot vertical antenna, 
new master control room, four new 
individual control rooms and en- 
tirely new transmitter. 
Station’s studios were built only 
two years ago at cost of $100,000. 
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| Smith-Segal Hearings 








(Continued from page 40) 





tified for Smith-Siegel: Swager 
Sherley, prominent Democratic poli- 
ticd; James W. Baldwin, Ralph Van 
Orsdel, telephone company exec; 
John W. Guider, law school prof. 
Also applauding the characters of 
the two were a threesome of former 
FCC counsels, Louis G. Caldwell, 
Paul P, ‘Spearman, and Duke M. 
Patrick. 





7 Utah Cases 

Difficulty in bringing up the Utah 
cases, in which Segal was involved, | 
was experienced by Kauffman ! 
when defénse counsel objected to 
recital of more ancient history. In 
the end, the F.C.C. prosecutor was 
able to dig into these matters, | 
which are part of a scramble by 
numerous candidates for facilities 
in the Rocky Mountain area. 


Circumstances surrounding crea- 
tion of. Great Western Broadcasting | 
Association, applicant for 1210 sta-| 
tion at Logan and 1500 station at | 
Provo, were revealed by. Mrs. Helen} 
R. Duval, office manager for local 
law firm. Admitting she never ex-| 
pected to enter the radio field, she 
testified she signed CP applications 
at Segal’s request, was unable to say | 
whether facts in papers were true, | 
and said she never received any| 
Great Western stock, although listed 
as 80% owner. Like Mrs. Manning, 
she minimized fact that she signed | 
her name as ‘H. R. Duval’ and said | 
she did not habitually use ‘Helen R. | 
Duval’ in correspondence. 


Claiming that Great Western was 
created to protect KDYL, one of| 
Segal’s clients, Kauffman had con- 
siderable trouble in tracing pre- 
liminary events in the Utah situa- 
tion. Only after much argument, in 
which he was aided by George} 
Porter, assistant general counsel of | 
the Commish, was he able to explain 
why he believed Great Western was 
created. Little supplementary testi- 
mony was introduced about this in- 
cident after Commish agreed ex- 
hibits and other documentary proof 
was ‘admissible. 


Broadcasters, Inc., filed and later 
abandoned an application for 2 local 
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station in Moorhead, was examined 
at length, with E. C, Reineke, presi- 
dent of WDAY, Fargo, a Segal client, 
as principal witness. Earlier Kauff- 
man had shown how the concern was 
organized by Segal. 

Explaining that WDAY had op- 
posed removal of KGFK from Hal- 
leck, Minn., to Moorhead, just across 





| the river from Fargo, Reineke told 


how his group bought up the new-| 
|comer and then, after dropping | 
}around $2,500 annually, sold the! 


| 


| plant for shifting to Duluth. Segal} 
| first became involved in the Min- 


| filed, 


nesota situation when the KGFK 
sale was being consummated. 
Through Reineke’s testimony, | 
Kauffman tried to establish that 
Commercial Broadcasters was set up 
to head off.more potential competi- 
tion by Robert K. Herbst, who ap- 
plied for a station in the Fargo- 
Moorhead sector early in 1935. The} 
WDAY exec admitted he asked | 
Segal’s advice about how to keep| 
out a rival and told the attorney to} 


go ahead and create a company t0| serted certain papers in F. C. C. files 


Al-| was 
though his people had lost money on | Anthony. 


file competing application. 


KGFK, he said they felt if there 


were to be another outlet.in the-area| John P. Brady, another radio bar- 
| they should own it. 


With denial he asked 
WDAY’s interest in 
hidden, Reineke admitted he never 
saw the application which Segal 
did not know who the stock- 
holders were, and never actually put 
up the money which the Commish 
was told the concern possessed. He 
disclaimed responsibility for state- 
ment in application form that Com- 
mercial was not affiliated with any 
other broadcaster. 


Miscellaneous correspondence be- 
tween Segal and Reineke was pre- 
sented, with Kauffman relating the 
Commercial maneuvers to the Herbst 
application and questioning the sin- 
cerity involved in the Commercial 
request. Abandonment of the appli- 
cation was due to the 1935 drought 
and poor crops, rather than because 
WDAY was allowed to intervene in 
the Herbst matter on its own behalf, 


: ._ _| Reineke insisted. 
Minnesota case, where Comnuiercial | 


Rhode Island 


Hook-up between Segal and vari- 
ous Rhode Island interests was an- 
other major topic unveiled. With 
nearly all testimony on this matter 
received over defense _ protests, 
Kauffman brought out the part the 
cited attorney played in attempts of 
a group headed by W. Paul Oury, 
former executive of WPRO, Provi- 
dence, to obtain an outlet at Paw- 
tucket. 

Another. Girl Witness 

Filing of dummy application of 
which Segal and Smith claim they 
had no knowledge was revealed dur- 
ing testimony by Geraldine Al- 
berghane, youthful former stenog- 
rapher at a Federal Housing Admin- 
istration branch, while supplemental 
info was elicited from S. George 
Webb, whose construction permit for 
a Newport outlet recently was can- 
celled by the Commish. 


Agreeing she did not live in Paw- 
tucket as stated in her application, 
Miss Alberghane said she had never 
been in the radio biz but filed a re- 
quest for CP when asked by Oury, 
her uncle. She testified she never 
had $35,000 in cash, as the applica- 
tion stated, and admitted signing cer- 
tain correspondence with the F.C.C. 
relative to her case. She denied 
signing other communications, be- 
sides confessing she did not own real 
estate mentioned in one letter. 


Another Segal client, Webb, who 
has been accused previously of try- 
ing to sell his CP, told how he was 
approached by Oury and induced to 
form a new corporation, WNRI, Inc., 
which proposed to build his pro- 
jected transmitter. He testified that 
Oury took him to Segal, who filed 
request for permission to assign the 





| CP to the company, 


| 


of which he 
owned 1214%, Oury owned 43%% 
and Frank Thornleigh, another 
Rhode Islander, owned the remaining 
4334%. 
Just Small Part 

All of the Webb and Alberghane 
testimony was protested by defense 
lawyers, on the ground that neither 
Segal nor Smith had more than a 
small part in the actions of these ap- 
plicants. Cited lawyers contended 
they only represented Alberghane 
for a short period and merely ap- 
proved the form of the application. 

More direct evidence of Segal’s re- 
lation to the Rhode Jsland matters 
was supplied reluctantly by Oury, 





who was questioned by Commish 
|} members when he gave numerous 
evasive answers to Kauffman. Ad- 


| said he was aware that both applica- 


| rister. 
to have} ard Casto, whose request for a CP 
Commercial | at Johnson City, Tenn., is 








mitting he became interested in the | 
possibility of acquiring Webb’s CP} 
in the summer of 1935, the former | 
WPRO man told how Segal was re-| 
tained in connection with request 
for continuance of the permit and 
for permission to turn the franchise | 
over to WNRI, Inc. He also related | 
that he conferred with Segal about | 
applications for Rhode Island facili- | 
ties filed by New Bedford Standara- | 
Times and the John Shepard in- | 


terests, 
| 





Denying he was concerned about 
Shepard’s application for a Provi- 
dence station for the Colonial net- 
work, Oury conceded he caused Miss |} 
Alberghane to file the request for} 
identical facilities in nearby Paw-| 
tucket. Under intensive quizzing, he | 
tions could not be granted. Oury | 
was forced to confess that addresses | 
in the Alberghane application were | 
false but was unwilling to supply in- | 
formation about financial aspects of 
his under-cover activities. At one 
point he flatly refused to answer 
Kauffman’s questions. 


Docket Clerk Up 


Detailed account of how Smith in- 


obtained from Mary Belle 
deposed as Commish 


docket clerk several months ago, and 
Principal witness was Rich- 
still on 


the F. C. C. griddle. 
The japer-switching occurred on 








Expected a Gag 





Buffalo, Oct. 26. 

John Clarke, radio engineer, 
met an out-of-town friend. 

‘What are you doing now?’ 
asked: the chum. 

‘I'm working for WEBR,’ re- 
plied John, 

‘So?’ said the pal. ‘What kind 
of a Government project is 
that?’ 











the Casto application, the Commish 
heard. Accompanied by his client, 
Smith visited the Commish offices 


| and asked for the file of depositions 


to be offered as evidence before the 
examiner. He explained. that the 
originals previously filed had not 
been signed, Miss Anthony elabo- 


folder. 


Where Casto received his funds 
and whether Smith knew of the 
source of the money was a major 
point in the government’s case. Al- 


cussed this matter with his counsel, 
Kauffman sought. to demonstrate 
that Smith was negligent in never 
inquiring. Emphasis was 
upon admissions that the Commish 
was deceived when hearing was held 


on the request for a CP for the 
Johnson City plant. 
Admits Lie 
After his sister had testified she 





the eve of last December hearing on made $25,000 available for erection 


placed | 





——— 


of the transmitter, Casto conceded 
that he did not tell the truth when 
examined about his resources last 


| winter, He readily confessed he did 


not earn the cash, as he represented 
before an F. C. C. examiner. But at 
the same time he denied Smith was 


| aware of this fact. 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 





| insufficient 
rated. When given the records, he| ; a 

. . money was necessary. 
placed signed copies in the official} 


The government’s argument was 
that the Casto application was an at- 
tempt to upset plans of the Knox- 
ville Journal to gain an outlet and 
to defend another Segal-Smith 
client, WNOX. (Latter is owned by 


'the Scripps-Howard interest). 


Relating circumstances surround- 
ing the submission of his application, 
Casto said he never had much con- 
versation with Segal and declared he 
did not inform Smith of the source 
of his finances. He did admit that 
Smith considered his initial $10,00@ 
and suggested more 


Income Tax Angle 
Most of Casto’s witness-standing 
was concerned with what happened 
after the disbarment proceedings 


| were launched. Quizzed about this 
though Casto insisted he never dis- 


phase of his relations with the be- 
seiged attorneys, the Tennessee ap- 
plicant admitted he had a long talk 
about his money with Smith follow- 
ing issuance of the disbarment cita- 
tion. He agreed that Smith advised 
him to pay income taxes on the $25,- 
000, which he supposedly earned, 
and drafted a typical schedule for 
presentation to Treasury people to 
account for this amount. No taxes 
ever were paid, Casto admitted, and 
the money was not earned. 

bedi ——— 
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Smart time-buyers Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert have done it again! 


This time they’ve given a new twist 


to the supplemental idea by spot- 
ting Ovaltine’s “Little Orphan 
| Annie” straight across the WOR 
board, 5 times each week from 
5:30 to 5:45 P.M. immediately 














preceding the network show. 


“‘Little Orphan Annie’’ now brings WOR’s 5 time- 
a-week, on-the-air or contracted for, dramatic 
strips to 10... a setup acknowledged to be the 
greatest surefire audience draw in daytime radio 
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Hollywood Party for Jack Bregman; 
L. B. Mayer Tops Sentimental Welcome 





Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Quite a turnout last Thursday (21) 
at the Victor Hugo restaurant, in 
Beverly Hills, to welcome Jack 
Bregman, general manager of Leo 
Feist, Inc., 


Coast visit. 


to Hollywood on his first 

He’s here for a coupla 
K. Sidney’s invita- 
B. Maye! 
studio officials 


at Louis 


wee k ~] 
meet Louis and 


Metro 


tion to 


other since 


+ 








Bookie’s Quip 





Broadway bookmaker had a 
ready comeback when some- 
body last week asked him how 


come he was_ sporting an 
ASCAP membership button in 
his lapel 

I'm ent i to ea yné 12 
said I | rY } SO 


ciety’s money as any writer I 


know.’ 





. Sidney will be liaison between Metro 


' 
and Feist music company, of which 


| 


i 
the newly 


i 
latter firm Bregman is | 
appointed g.m. 

With Sigmund Romberg, George 
Jessel, Ben Bernie, Irving Bertin, 
plus Mayer and Sidney on the dais 
with Bregman, were other Metroites, 
such as Harry Rapf, Nat Finston, 
Herbert Stothardt, and in the audi- 
ence of 100 was almost every song- 
writer now in pictures, 

Discreetly referring to the Metro 
Jack Robbins switch, whereby the 
latter assumes head of the firm bear- 
ing his name, as well as Miller Music, 
but upping Bregman to g.m. of 
Feist’s, L. B. Mayer’s speechlet made 
mention of the fact that life in Hol- 
lywood, much as life outside the 
film capital, is like a game of cards, | 
and that ‘once in a while it becomes 
necessary to shuffle the Jacks’—a | 
play on Jack Robbins and Jack Breg- 
man, who succeeded Robbins as di- 
rect music pubiishing contact with 
the studio. 

New setup is intended to give Feist | 
100% exclusivity on Metro filmusical | 
excerpts, rather than scatter the | 

| 
| 
| 





Metro picture songs among which- 
ever catalog could absorb it, as was 
the case in the past, when either 
Feist or Robbins or Miller Music | 
became the publishing channel. 
Bregman, much moved, made a | 
discreet speech of thanks, reading | 
from mss., and explaining that he’s | 
deliberately doing it that way in 
order not to commit any elocutionary 
breach on so sentimental an occasion. | 











Mask and Wig Songs In 


music men and that he didn’t want| 
them to get the impression that he 
had gone hoity-toity with success 

For a band leader to call contact 

men together to make apologies 

| amends without precedent in the 


Words & Music will publish the | 


two top tunes, ‘I Live 
Love’ and ‘Gypsy in My Soul,’ from 
‘Fifty-Fifty,’ this season’s (the 


50th) show of the Mask and Wig 
Club of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Fred Waring last year plugged 


on his Ford 


from the show 
Songs are by 


the tunes 
program 
Boland, Penn alumnus. 


Gordon-Revel Return to L. A. 

Mack Gordon and Harry Revel are 
returning to the Coast the end of this 
week. 

Been here since before’ the 
World’s Series for which purpose 
they came and it marks their first 
leisurely Broadway sojourn in 
years, as heretofore their experience 


has been to arrive in N. Y., only to| 
| be summond back almost pronto, 


‘12th Street Rag’ Renewal 

Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has ob- 
tained the right to renew the copy- 
right of ‘12th Street Rag’ when the 
renewal becomes due two years 
hence. Contract is with the tune’s 
writer, Euday L. Brown. 

Jenkins Music Co, of Kansas City, 
now owns the copyffght. 





Paul Specht organizing a band for 
a southern tour starting Nov. 10 un- 
der auspices of ROC, 


Dr. Clay | 


the Life I} 








MAN BITES DOG 
Réciane Apologizes te 
Song Pluggers 


Or Benny 


Benny Goodman brought together 
a group of music publishers’ men at 
the Pennsylvania hcéel (N. Y.) last 





Thursday (21) to give them a 
luncheon and salve whatever feel- 


ings he might have hurt during the 
past two years. Goodman told the 
boys that if he has been refusing to 


|listen to their sales stories it wasn’t 


because he had anything against 


them. It was merely because he knew | 


in advance that the material they | 
had did not fit the style of his band. | 

Goodman added that he would al- 
ways be glad to cooperate with the 


music business 


Short Brilkant Career 
Of Princeton Songwriter; 
Graduated into Pix Job 


Brooks Bowman, 24, who sprouted 
into songwriting fame while still an 
Uni- 
versity, died last week from injuries 
sustained in an auto accident near 
Garrison, N. Y Bowman’s success 


undergraduate .at Princeton 


was credited with starting the cycle | 


which had music men scouting 
college shows for writing talent. 


the 


On Bowman’s graduation from the 
university Edwin H. Morris, head of 
Warner Bros.’ publishing interests, 


signed him to a studio contract. The | 


two tunes which brought Bowman 
to national attention were ‘East of 
the Sun’ and ‘Love and a Dime,’ 
both from the Triangle Club’s show, 
‘Stags at Bay’ and published by 
Santly Bros.-Joy. He wrote the 
lyrics for these but collaborated on 
a later hit, ‘Will Love Find a Way?’ 


Buck Ram and Henry Nemo have 
written a tune titled ‘Joe the Bomb- 
er’ for Joe Louis’ first picture, Mills 
publishing. 














— ——~5 
Last Week's 15 Best Sell 

Harbor Lights LSC RW EG TS CES CCK Eo ae CER TVERSS pice tins ere 
Se RE oy ora i wns oh G0 4 SN Oka aks chee oe eieks Feist 
*Remember Me? atte e teen eee ee ee eeneeeeeeee aa . Witmark 
One Rose Left in My Heart. hie ene oaONee bebe bem Shapiro 
quave SOG Bee Cee BY ook cccs ic cceetbade deci Harms 
_taoon Got Se SN biG ae oe ok wkd KER SOR: Select 

Re ps ES ae a ene ene a oe ee Berlin 

You Can't Stop Me From Dreaming............ee0e. Remick 
My C abin of Dreams yee Freteetore Berlin 

Can I Forget You Pei ea th 46 8% os Mae hate bea ladies Chappell 
*Whispers in the Dark rey Famous 

*Afraid to Dream Miller 
So Many Memories har . 

Vieni Vieni TTT ETE Pee si lg | 
*Blossoms on Broadway Famous 

* Indicates filmusical song. + Indicates stage production song. 7 

others are pops 











| Inside Stuff—Music 


Several years ago Cole Porter wrote and Harms published a comedy 
song titled ‘Mrs. Lowsborough—Goodby,’ in which he panned weekend 
parties unmercifully. Sheila Barrett, Beatrice Lillie and other 
sophisticated material included the in their routines and found favo) 
with it in the class spots. Porter, himself, liked the comedy patter he had 
written so well -that he recorded the Victor, 
| One couplet from the song was 


ry 


| users of! 


song 
song for 


‘And for making me vow to myself, 

Never to go on a weekend again,’ etc. 

But Porter forgot the punch line of his song, spent a weekend on Long 
Island, was tossed and sat on by a horse and wound up in the h spital 


| with compound fractures of both legs. 


there and then, 





} 


| 


With Bobby Crawford now definitely out of the music business. the 
publisher members on the directorate of the American Society of Com-~ 
posers, Authors and Publishers are trying to agree on a successor to Craw- 
ford on the board. Before proposing any candidates the pub directors are 
making it a point to get the reactions of the board’s writer members. One 
reason that the Crawford vacancy has remained that way so long is that 
the publisher cliques on the board haven’t been able themselves to agree 
on a candidate. 

Crawford last week joined Sam Jaffe, Inc., Hollywood talent agency, 
with the title of v-p. 

Robbins Music provided an unusual situation last week in that it suc- 
ceeded in placing three numbers from the score of ‘Virginia’ on the most 
played list at the same time. Unusual aspect is that a picture rarely man- 
ages to place that many songs on the same list, and the picture output of 
popular numbers far exceeds numbers written for legits. ‘Virginia,’ is 
the Rockefellers’ musical which closed Saturday (23) at the Center, N. Y 





It’s not generally known that (Miss) Connie Lee, sister of Maurice 


| Conan, indie film producer, is thus related. She’s composer and musical 
‘director for Conn productions. 





ANNOUNCING CHANGE OF NAME 


POPULAR: MELODIES, Inc. 


—— to —— 


PARAMOUNT MUSIC CORPORATION ° 


Pavol DEA ME 


+- 


( ontributn 


a be ad a 


iw Exclusively to this catalog 


i j ‘ 9 \ c j 
ic a ' $ 1 Vi ( (Ofe 


maleti 
we 


ELMORE WHITE. General Manager 


——a menesseatinion — + 


ation are: 


LEO ROBIN “Love in Bloom.” “June in January.” “Moonlight and Shadaws.” “Whispers in the Dark. ete 


RALPH RAINGER “Love in Bloom.” “June in January.” “Rendezvous With a Dream.” “Please.” et 
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PUBLISHER 


CARMICHAEL «star Dust.” 
SAM COSLOW “Cocktails for Two. “Just One More Chance.” “Little White Gardenia.” “Thanks.” ete. 
FREDERICK HOLLANDER “Moonlight and Shadows." “Whispers in the Dark.” ete. 

Also RALPH FREED, BURTON LANE, AL SIEGEL, VEE LAWNHURST, TOT SEYMOUR 
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NEW RELEASE 


“BIG BROADCAST OF 1938" 
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“You Took the Words Right Out of 


Mv Heart” 
ma. That, Moon Is Here Conia” 
“The Waltz Lives On™ 
“Thanks for the Memory” 


tix Little Ripple Had Rhythm” 
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Harms Fail to Win Dismissal in Case 
Involving Student Prince Accounting 








MUSIC 


VARIETY 











| cam a 





Harms, Inc., Warner Bros. publish- 
ing unit, lost ‘out last week in N, Y. 
Supreme Court, when it sought to 
have dismissed a suit brought by 
the Shuberts through April Pro- 
ductions, Inc., owner of the ‘Student 
Prince’ score. Judge McLaughlin 
nixed WB’s plea that the case be- 
longed in the Federal courts and 
held that the case clearly concerned 
an alleged breach of contract. 

Shuberts want Harms to make an 
accounting of the money it received 
from the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publighers for 
performances of ‘The Student Prince’ 
numbers, arguing that the contract 
which gave the publishing firm the 
sales agency for the score stipulated 


that the copyright owner receive 
50% of such performing income. 


Harms submits it would be difficult 
to determine just what amount it 
collected from ASCAP prior to Jan. 
1,. 1936, on the strength of this score, 





since the Society had up to then 
taken into account accumulative per- | 
formances when it came to paying 


royalties. System prevailing up to| 
that time based each publisher’s pro- 
portion on what a classification com- 
mittee considered the _ individual 
catalogs to be worth to the Society. 

‘The Student Prince’ was with-| 
drawn from the Society’s repertoire 
when Warners withdrew from that 
organization at the beginning of last 
yeac and now performance licenses 
for the score have been granted since 
that date by either .Harms or 
ASCAP. Although the composer of 
‘Student Prince, Sigmund Romberg, 





is an ASCAP member, that organiza- 
tion is barred from using this angle 
for licensing authorization because 
Romberg had originally sold all his 
rights to the Shuberts, 











Season’s Loveliest Melody 


MOON AT SEA 


Ballad Hit 


THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
OF MY LIFE 


Tune-terrific! Melodynamic! 
Score of the New 
CLUB PARADE! 


She’s Tali! She’s Tan! 
She’s Terrific! 
I’m Always in The Mood 
For You 
Harlem Bolero 


England's New 














Will Hudson’s New Jam-orous Hit: 


Sophisticated Swing 


Two Songlorious Hits 
from GB's “GANGWAY” 


Lord and Lady Whoozis 
Moon or No Moon 














Dreams for Sale 


I'm Just a Country Boy 
at Heart 


He's a Gypsy from 
Poughkeepsie 









Mis Music, tne. 
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ACCORDIONS 
Save up to 60% 
Write at once for 
our New Free Illus- 
trated catalog. Big 
Cash savings for you, 
Majur Accordion Co., 
323. SoS. California 
Chicago, Til, 








ARRANGERS ELECT 


Guild Campaigning for Air and Disc 
Credits 











Recently organized Arrangers 
Guild has elected Joe Glover presi- 
dent, Bill Challis, v.p.; Bernie Mayer, 
secretary, and Don Walker, treas- 
urer. Main object of the organiza- 
tion is to get credit announcements 
for arrangers on radio programs and 
phonograph records. 

Contingent feels that it has been 
almost completely neglected in the 
rush for iain 


Archie Fletcher ae 
Shapiro, Bernstein That 
‘Baby’ Rights Are Signed 


Archie Fletcher, gen. mgr. of the 
Joe Morris Music Co., advised Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co. last week that 
his firm had obtained the renewal 
of copyright rights of ‘Melancholy 
Baby’ from the writer, Ernie Bur- 
nett, on Aug. 27, 1936, and if Shapiro 


recently made a 
for the number 


deal with Burnett 
it would have to be 


the loser. Fletcher took issue after 
the S-B firm had circularized the 
trade about having contracted for 
the renewal of the ‘Melancholy’ 
copyright. 

Present copyright on the tune} 
doesn’t expire until Oct. 31, 1939, 


but under the law it is permitted 
to file an application for renewal a 
year in advance of the expiration | 
ate. As copyright experts in the | 
trade have pointed out, the publish 
ing firms who contract years in ad- 
vance for such renewals are taking 
a chance of losing their retainer 
money. If the writer dies before the 
right to renewal becomes valid the 
renewal privilege automatically pass- 
es on to his estate and any contracts 
which the writer had made become 
void. What the writer had disposed 
of was something that did not come 
to him within his lifetime but rather 
belonged to his heirs. 


Joe Keit Dies at 51 


Joe Keit, 51, whose career in the 
music business gravitated between 
publisher and professional man dur- 
ing the past 20 years, died Monday 
(25) of heart disease and other 
complications in his New York 
home. Before becoming a partner 
in Keit-Engel, Inc., he was profes- 
sional manager of Remick Music 
Corp. Subsequent connections were 
with Mills Music, Inc., and the Joe 
Morris Music Co. 

He leaves a widow and two sons, 
one of whom, Jerry, is with the 
Marlo Music Co. Funeral services 
will be held tomorrow (Thursday) 
at the Riverside Chapel. 


Music Notes 


Johnny Burke and Jimmy Monaco 
peddled five numbers for use in 














Major’s “The Badge of Policeman 
O’Roon.’ Bing Crosby will warble 
three, Beatrice Lillie and Louis 


Armstrong one each. 





Edward Ward writing the entire 
musical score for Metro’s ‘The Last 
Gangster, Edward G. Robinson 
starrer. 





Dr. William Axt scoring ‘A Mat- 
ter of Pride’ at Metro. 


| house. 





Johnny Marvin peddled ‘Dust,’ 
‘Listen to the Rhythm of the Range’ 
and ‘In the Land of Zulu,’ to Re- 
public for future Gene Autry pro-| 
ductions. 


Harry Salter does his fifth return 
to Lucky Strike hour, Nov. 13. 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (Oct. 17-23). 


*Roses in December 
(Berlin) 

*That Old Feeling 
(Feist) 

*Have You Any Castles, Baby? 
(Harms) 

If It Is Last Thing I Do 

(Crawford) 

*Remember Me 

(Witmark) 

tGoodby Jonah 
(Robbins) 

Vieni Vieni 
(Witmark) 

So Many Memories 
(Shapiro) 

*Blossoms on Broadway 
(Famous) 

Can’t Stop Me From Dreaming 
(Remick) 

*One Rose Left in My Heart 
(Shapiro) 

tYou and I Know 
(Robbins) 

*Whispers in the Dark 
(Famous) 

*Moon Got in My Eyes 
(Select) 

tAn Old Flame Never Dies 
(Robbins) 

Harbor Lights 
(Marlo) 

*I Still Love to Kiss You 
(Feist) 

When the Organ Played 
(Jo Morris) 

*Ebbtide 
(Popular) 

*Once in a While 
(Miller) 

*It’s the Natural Thing to Do 
(Select) 

*Can I Forget You 
(Chanpell) 

*Farewell My Love 
(Harms) 

Gettin’ Some Fun Out of Life 
(Donaldson) 

Tears in My Heart 
(Marks) 


* Indicates filmusical song. 








| + Production Number. 





DUMAS, JOBBER 


FORCED INTO 
BANKRUPTCY 


Dumas “Music Corp, was thrown 
into bankruptcy last week through 
the Federal Court, Manhattan, al- 
though an order had previously 
been obtained from a state court as- 
signing the assets of the jobbing 
firm to George Kent for the benefit 
of creditors. Bankruptcy action 
was filed by A. Walter Sokolow, 
counsel, in behalf of Irving Ber- 
lin, Inc.; Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
and E. B. Marks Music Co., with the 
claims stated to be in excess of $500. 


Bankruptcy move against Dumas 
followed a preliminary inquiry in- 
stituted by the Music Publishers 
Protective Association, Information 
had come to the MPPA that the 
Dumas outfit was controlled sub 
rosa by the head of another jobbing 
Dumas makes the first job- 
ber to go under in the sheet music 
industry in several ional 


Nother Lift for Cycle 


olteweed, Oct. 26. 
Two ditties in the Bobby Breen 
picture, ‘Hawaii Calls,’ will get an 
exploitation campaign in a_ deal 
concluded with Irving Berlin Music 











Co. Tunes are ‘Down Where the 
Trade Winds Blow’ and the title 
number, 
Both are by Harry Owens. 
Salabert Tunes Sold 
Frances Salabert has sold _ the 
| American and Canadian rights of 


‘Me Pomme’ (‘My Apple’) and ‘Les 
iIles D’Or’ (CIsles of Gold’), two 
tunes in the current French Casino, 
N. Y., show, to the Chappell Co. 

Joachim Auerbach, Salabert’s 
agent in this country, handled the 
deal, 
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Brunswick-Vocalion Labels For 
Use Exclusively by the American 
Record Co. Merge Mills’ 2 Brands 


American Record Co. 


to remove the Master 
labels from the phonograph disc 
market. Irving Mills will continue 


as a recording executive for the 
combine but his stencilings will be 
assigned to either the Brunswick 
or the Vocalion list on all future re- 
leases. Merger was ordered afte: 
it developed that the Mills platters 
were primarily the 


the labels. It 


cutting in on 


sales of other two 


was a case of the company compet- 


has decided;to Mills 
and Variety | ican’s 


| 
| 


|under direct contract 


and Joe Higgins, Amer- 
recording manager, to de- 
| Vormine between them what picture 
|and pop releases are to be recorded 
'by bands = and 


vocalists coming 

under their respective authorities. 
Mills explained Saturday (23) 
there will be less recording by 
house orchestras as far as his setur 
*|is concerned and more concentra- 
tion on the name units and spe- 

| cialists which he controls. or has 


It was also 


| pointed out that Master and Variety 


|ing with itself. 

Under the reorganization which 
went into effect last Friday (22) 
| Mills maintains his own recording 
staff and group of artists and 
bands. Those that were formerly 
|recorded under the Master banner 
(75c) will take Brunswick list- 
ing, while the variety artists will 
henceforth go to the trade as prod- | 
ucts of Vocalion (35c). Either label 
in such instances will carry a line 


reading, ‘Produced by 

ords, Inc.’ 
Recording 

it has no 


Master Rec- 


combine declares 
intention of 


that 
dissolving | 


| the corporation which it set up for 


|number of 


| 


| 








the Mills labels early this year 


platters that he is to 
contribute to the monthly releases 
of Brunswick or Vocalion. Revised 


will retain their individual identi- 
ties for the European market in 
the event a foreign tieup is effected 
for these labels, 


Band adie at rye 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26 
American Federation of Musicians 
has launched a drive to catch up 


with impostors, who on several 
casions have posed as bona /.de rep- 
resentatives of important name 
| bands and signed bands on for en- 


oC- 


| gage ments, collecting an advance de- 
| posit, 

New contract which American has | 
given Mills places no limit on the | 





| 


Middle West is the fave stamping 
grounds for these phonies and 
AFofM is enlisting all its locals also 
warning ballroom operators and fra- 
ternal organizations to be on the 


working arrangement will leave it | lookout. 
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The Country’s No. 1 Hit 


THAT OLD FEELING 


BROWN and SAMMY FAIN 


LOVELY ONE 


By FRANK LOESSER and MANNING SHERWIN 


Both from WALTER WANGER'’S “VOGUES OF 1938" 





Two Top Songs from Walter Wanger’s “52nd Street” 


| STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU 
GOODNIGHT 


I'D LIKE TO SEE SAMOA OF 
SAMOA 


By WALTER BULLOCK and HAROLD SPINA 





MAKE A WISH 


By LOUIS ALTER, PAUL WEBSTER and OSCAR STKAUS 


From RKO Picture, ““MAKE A WISH’’ 








By GUS KAHN, 


a Ae 
Wayne King’s Sensational Noveity 


JOSEPHINE 


WAYNE KING and BURKE BIVENS 











RE 
AND REMEMBER 


“You Can’t Go Wrong with a Feist Song” 
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LEO FEIST, Inc. 


CHESTER COHN, General Professional Manager 


NEW YORK 











THE HIT SONG FROM RKO'S LATEST MUSICAL, 
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IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 SEVENTH AVENUE, 


NEW YORK e 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mar. 
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MUSIC—DANCE TOURS 








Nera Campbell Puts His Bookers 
On Radio Trail: 


{ 
| 


Sees Band Field 


Dominated by MCA, CRA, R-OK: 


Radio Orchestra Corp., 
chestra Corp of America, and one of 
the older band booking combines, 
has reorganized and is altering its 
physical character to embrace radio 


talenting, etc. 
Firm was remanned about two 
weeks ago when Norman S. Camp- | 


bell took charge 
Of Ralph Peer, also head of Southern 
Music Corp. Some of the older em- 
ployes exited, 
Frank, Ed 


were brought into the organization. 
Ed Fishman formerly headed the 
setup when title was first changed 
to ROC from OCA. 

Campbell doesn’t see any future in 
opposing the existing band booking 


offices with his minor outfit. Field 
is virtually a monopoly for MCA, 
CRA and Rockwell-O’Keefe. 

Plan is to stress the acquisition 


and sale of radio talent, but not com- | 


pletely drop the band activity at 
present. Ben Taft is handling the 
newly created radio end. 

Now have about 10 bands 
two being Paul Tremaine 
Blanche Calloway. 


top, 
and 





Fats Waller opens at Famous Door, 
L. A., Nov. il with a new western 
crew similar to small outfit used in 


nee Or- 


Auto 


under presidency | 


|opens a month’s stay Dec. 
among whom were | 
and Frances Fishman, | 
from original setup, and newcomers | 


‘SUNDAY MATINEES 


| day 





| 
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Unique Dance Club 


St. Paul, Oct. 26. 

Jack Malerich orchestra of 
25 musicians, all of them play- 
ing strings, will provide the 
cavorting basis for the swanky 
private dance club which limits 
its membership to people over 
30 and under 50. 

Some of Malerich 
are symphony trained. 


musicians 











Whiteman All Set | 


Paul Whiteman orchestra plays the 
Show, San Francisco, Oct. 30 
for two weeks. Drake Hotel, Chi, 
gets him Nov. 19 for a nine-day en- 
gagement, closing Nov. 27. 

Leaving the Drake the band one- 
nites it back to the Coast, where it 
31 at the 
Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 


FOR COEDS CLICK 


Kay Kyser Exploitation 
Stunt at Blackhawk 
Brings In Lots of Mail 


Oct. 26. 
and 


Chicago, 


4 , tywcoer ct +< , 
Kay Kysex tart ed a new mail 


business gag at the Blackhaw k every 
Monday night, tagged ‘Kyser. Kollege 
lof Musical 
are asked to send 
bands and songs, 
being sprung on 


Listeners 
in questions about 
with the question 
customers. at 


Knowledge.’ 


the | 


cafe. Cash przes are awarded win- 
ning ‘students.’ 
Lincoln. Oct. 26. Last week, the start of the gag, | 
Fourth week of dance matinees | brought more than 2,800 letters in 
here Sundays definitely establishes | five days after the first announce- 
the policy for the duration of the ment over WGN. 
college year, says R. H. Pauley, boss This Kyser Kollege stunt is figured 


at the Turnpike-Casino. Pauley had 


been competing with the other two | stitution for the previous Black- 
dance halls here on Sunday nights, | hawk’s ‘Midnight Flyers’ periods 
but finally figured, since the co-eds | every Monday midnight. 

must be in by 10:30 p.m. Sundays, Ss _ ; 

it'd give him a nice play to after- 


noon it. 
Also takes one guy out of the cut 


for Sunday night biz. Worked out | 
swell all around, no Sunday after- 


noon failing to show more than Sun- 
nights with the same bands. 





Victor recordings. 





ROBBI NS offers— 


The Year's Most Important Music 


| 








Eddie Con'or's 20th Century-Fox 


GORDON and REVEL come through again with the sure-fine score for 


Production, 


I'VE GOT MY HEART SET ON YOU 
SWING IS HERE TO SWAY 


“Ali Baba Goes to Town” 





The Year’s Outstanding Production Score From 
ARTHUR SCHWARTZ’ and ALBERT STILLMAN’S “VIRGINIA” 


YOU AND | KNOW 
AN OLD FLAME NEVER DIES 
GOOD-BYE JONAH 


| 








LET’S GIVE LOVE 


| HIT A 


Song Standouts by JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 
From RKO-RADIO’S NEW FILM HIT 


LILY PONS’ “Hitting a New High” 


THIS NEVER HAPPENED BEFORE 





ANOTHER CHANCE 





I'M FEELIN’ 


BROWN and FREED LATEST: 
“Broadway Melody of 1938" Offers These Hits: 


YOURS AND MINE 
LIKE A MILLION =| 














| Band 


Union ihe Bair Ditiaie 


| dancing, but undoubtedly will tack 


on sizable fee. Musicians petitioned 


as the first genuine box-office sub- | 


Spokane Oct. 26. 

Musicians union is taking active 
|part in battle with city commis- | 
sioners over beer-dance ordinance. 
Licenses of several places selling 
beer and conducting dances under 
|same roof have been suspended 
|pending permanent ruling. City 
council expected to allow  beer- 





—=2 


Social Security Tax Victory Exempts 
Most Leaders from ‘Employer Burden 


council to allow dancing in beer | 
parlors and cabarets to save their 
jobs. en - 


INDIANAPOLIS NOVELTY 


Claypool Hotel Has House Orches- 
tra for Dining Room 

Indianapolis, 

Claypool Hotel starts 
in main dining room next 
Saturday (30). Berry has just fin- 
ished three months at Thomas Jef- 
| terson Hotel, Birmingham, and will 
come into the Claypool with eight 
men, using Jimmy Boyer on an 


Oct. 26. 
Art Berry 


/electric organ, with Berry fiddling 


and conducting. 

Nightly radio airing is contracted 
for with WIRE here. This will be 
only Indianapolis hotel in years to 
install a dining-room band per- 
manently, as heretofore there’s been 
no music whatsoever in hotels, ex- 
cept as brought in at intervals by 


hotel, Buffalo, Nov. 1. 

Ted Lewis theatre tour for MCA }?: 
includes Loew’s State, N. Y., Nov. 4;/: 
|Earle, Washington, 12: Stanley, |: 
Pittsburgh, 19; Shea's, Buffalo, 26, | 
and Palace, Akron, and Palace, 

Youngstown, O., Dec. 3. 

Bunny Berigan follows his one 
week at the Fox theatre, Detroit, 
Nov. 5, with one nite stands in| 
Cleveland, O., Nov. 13; Columbus, | 
|}O., 14; Canton, _O., 17; Greensburg, | 
| Pa., 18: Scranton, Pa., 19; Johnson 
City, -N. ¥.. "oe Utica, N. YY. ona 
opens at the Paramount theatre, 
|N. Y., Nov. 24. 

Bernie Cummins opens. at the 
Gibson hotel, Cincinnati, Oct. 30. 
after quitting Biltmore hotel, N. Y-.1 
to make room for Horace Heidt, set |: 
for season. |= 

Stuart Allen vocalizing on Eddie 
Duchin’s new NBC hour for Eliza- | 





j 
j 


} 


private parties, subleasing ball- 
rooms from inns. 

Hotel Antlers, at various times. 
has had a night club with band | 
and floor show running, but it’s dark | 


so far this year. 





Kaye’s Hoof Statistics 


Sammy Kaye broke three attend- | 
ance records ‘ast week while one- | 
niting for MCA. Band drew 1,900 
at Valencia ballroom, York, Pa., 16; 
2,000 at Cantor’s Auditorium. Pas- 
saic, N. J., 17, and 1,800 at the Ritz | 
ballroom, Pottstown, Pa., 18. 

Goes into the Statler Hotel, Cleve- 
land, Nov. 5 for four-week location | 
date. 





Ofays Only Saturdays 


Atlanta, Oct. 26. 


| with ‘Hollywood Ingenues,’ 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Following a_ year’s battle the! 
American ‘Federation of Musicians | 
has won from the Social Security | 
Board the exemption of contractors 
from the responsibility of the em- | 
ployers tax, The only exception is 
in the case of name bands which! 
are hired as units under the headline 


On the Upbeat 


the Del 
Oct. 21. 


into Mar 


Francisco, 


Lewis 
San 


Harry 
Club, 
Ina Ray Hutton and Hudson De 
Lange crews music for Thanksgiving 





Eve dance at Armory, Buffalo, Nov. 
24. 

Ace Harris’ Sunset Royal band). 
plays Howard theatre, Washington, | :?" 
D. C., Nov. 5, before one-niting 
through Ohio and Pennsy for Sam 
Stiefel. 

Fred Oliver, former band maes- | 


tro, opens his cockiail trio at Statler 





beth Arden, 


sponsor. 


Count Basie into Apollo theatre. 
N. Y., for one week, Nov. 5, to be 
followed by Howard theatre, Wash- | 
ington, Nov. 12. Band then resumes | 
one nite stint of colleges, etc. 
Chick Webb, currently at Savoy | 
ballroom, N. Y., set for three weeks | 
of theatres at RKO Keith, Boston, | 
Nov. 4; Palace, Chicago, Nov. 12, and | 
Palace, Cleveland, Nov. 25. Teddy | 
Hill subs at Savoy until Webb re- | 
turns in December. 

ae 

Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport. plays! 
Mal Hallett, Oct, 31, and Hudson- 
DeLange, Nov. 7. One-nited Sammy 
Kaye, Sunday (24) at 99c., lift of 16c. 
since ‘April. 

Ray Fabing’s ‘Ingenues’ opened at | 
the State in Kalamazoo last wee | 
a Boyle} 








| Woolfolk unit playing the Butter- | 


| 
| 


} 
| 


Don Albert orchestra at Top Hat | 


| field circuit in Michigan. | 





leader who himself employs the 
musicians at a guaranteed weekly 
salary. ; 


This exemption was won through 
the efforts of 


AFM president, Joe 
N. Weber and the union’s counsel. 
Samuel T. Ansell. 


In Chicago, president James C. P 
trillo of the local Musicians 
four months ago won 
exemption of both contractors and 
leaders from the responsibility of 
paying the Social Security emp] vers’ 
tax. This battle at one point reached 
the crisis in which Petrillo was 
ready to pull the orchestras out of 
the hotel cafes, but before this was 
necessary the hotels capitulated to 
Petrillo’s insistence and agreed to 
accept the responsibility themselves 
of paying the employer's tax. 


Union 
the complete 
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GORDON and “REVEL. 


This sensational score for 2: 
Darry! Zanuck 20th Cen- 27 
ie tury-Fox production: 


“You Can’t Have 
thing” 


Every- 


tr 


AFRAID TO DREAM 


apn venONNTELERETOAUNAT 
meiiiae 


Hibnaneessennries 


THE LOVELINESS 
OF YOU 





Ane snbeREDLAASHAEHas anetOnL 


YOU CAN'T HAVE 
EV'RYTHING 


venpeonnen 


eusncanens 


PLEASE PARDON US , 


--WE'RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— ! 
LOVE AT WORK 


onennnnnans 


Miccrer Music, Inc. 


1270 Sixth Avenue e New Work: 








Me 





HONTTN NAHE OnE EE Nats i " 











~ “PO LYN ESIAN 
ROMANCE” 


“JUST ABOUT 
RIGHT”’ 


Get in the Vanguard with 


VANGUARD SONGS 


6411 Hollywood Bivd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 














“MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,” 


A NEW HIT ON 





Club, located in heart of Atlanta’s | 
| colored section. Club is opened to | oO CE A rH L 
ie folk exclusively Saterday | NC a = IN AW I E 
nights. y , LEN ané 1L EDWARDS 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION WATL airs program from there | AAILLER Music. inc. 
799 Seventh Avenue New York el night. ekairod | 1270 SIXTH AVENUE NEW YORK 


A New Universal Smash Music Fiim 


with this top score by JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 


YOU’RE MY DISH 
MORE POWER TO YOU 
I’M IN MY GLORY 


produced by BUDDY DeSYLVA 


THE HORIZON 
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CHI UNION FOR 
DAY WEEK 
FOR PIT 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 


Negotiations are going on between 
operators of various loop vaudeville 
houses and James C. Petrillo, local 
head of American Federation of Mu- 
sicians local, who is attempting to 





pring about a six-day week for the) 


pit band. 

Petrillo established the _ six-day 
week for hotel and nitery orchestras 
a couple months ago, and now wants 
pit bands to work under same con- 
ditions. At present, men work six 
weeks, and take seventh off, but in- 
dividuals are staggered, so not more 
than two or three are out at any one 
time. 


CINCY’S ADMISH B’CAST 





ATTENDANCE GROWING 





Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 


Attendance for the Renfro Valley 
Barn Dance, Cincy’s first broadcast 
show to have a gate, is on the climb. 
Shindigs, held on Saturday nights in 
a wing of Music Hall, provide 150 
minutes of hillbilly hotcha for a 42c. 
admish. Auditorium, with haymow 


atmosphere, seats 2,500. First show, | 


Oct. 9, pulled 672. Trade more than 


doubled for the second stanza Satur- | 


day (16). 

From 7 to 7:30 p. m. the radio 
pickup is sponsored by Pinex. 
ried by WLW and fed to WHN, New 
York; WFIL, Philadelphia, and KQV, 
Pittsburgh, of the WLW line. 
stone Steel & Wire Co. has the com- 
mercial tag from 7:30 to 8 p. m., 
when airing is exclusively on Cros- 
ley’s 500,000 watter. 


John Lair, formerly of WLS, Chi- | 


cago, looks after the biz end. Whitey 
Ford and Red Foley, who also were 
on WLS, share the m.c. chores. 
Others in the rural opry are the 
Girls of the Golden West, Dolly and 
Millie Good, Lily Mae and Her Wild- 
flowers, Violet, Rosie and Daisy, 
Harmonica Bill, Slim Miller and His 
Kentucky Corn Crackers, Novelty 
Aces and six couples of pro square 
dancers. from northern Kentucky. 
Tossed in are acts from Crosley’s 
WLW-WSAI staff, including the 
Brown County Revelers, de Vore 
Sisters, and Pa and Ma McCormick. 


Turnaways were registered on all 
four performances given Sunday 
(24) by a WLS Barn Dance troupe 
in a one-day stand at the indie Taft 
auditorium. Total paid admissions 
were 10,300, according to Ralph Zim- 
merman, who ‘handled the. show, 
sponsored by the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. Uncle Ezra, in his 
first visit to Cincy, headed the en- 
tertainers, among whom were Lulu 
Belle and Skyland Scotty and the 


Hoosier Hot Shots. Admission was | 


40c. Stage fare, sans pictures, ran 
105 minutes. 


—_— 


Edna Sedgwick’s $25,000 





Suit for Auto Injuries 


Detroit, Oct. 26. 

Suit was filed here by Edna Sedg- 
wick, vaudeville dancer, for $25,000 
damages allegedly sustained in an 
auto accident in July, 1937. 

Actress claims that during the 
week she was playing Michigan the- 
atre she was riding in a car driven 
by Harold Berg, Ben Bernie’s man- 
ager, and other car collided, resuit- 
ing in $25.000 damages to her per- 
son, 





Rose’s English Costumer 


Fort Worth, Oct. 26. 

Tommy Mecher, English designer, 
is working on Billy Rose’s ‘Show of 
Shows,’ which will have its preem 
here Nov. 5. He is designing cos- 
tumes. 

Mecher came to visit John Mur- 
ray Anderson, director, and then got 
interested in the Rose show. 





NVA’S CLOWN NITES AGAIN 

NVA will restore the Clown Nites 
which were a weekly feature in the 
old clubhouse. 


First jamboree will be held on | 


Election Night for which a stage has 
been built at the club’s new location. 


Car- | 


Key- | 


3 More Chi Vaudes; 
Units Still Stalled 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 


Although three more Chicago 
neighborhoods came into the vaude- 
ville picture last week, as one and 
two-day stands, they don’t affect the 
situation as far as units being 
stalled is concerned. 


Of the several units which have 
been produced here, all have found 
difficulties when it came to getting 
bookings. Principal reason is that 


same time, flooding the limited mar- 
ket all at once, rather than coming 
in a week or two apart. 
Particularly hard hit are the Jack 
Fine and Sam Roberts shows. Both 
have been stalled for a couple weeks, 
;and future bookings are still 
| spotty condition. Larry Sabilia also 
as his unit, ‘Waikiki Nights,’ in 





untl reorganized. 


Such conditions are general with 
both large and small: units here- 
abouts. Fact that Chicago is going 
in more heavily for vaude_ isn’t 
helping because houses are on a one 
or two-day basis. Also they prefer 
to build their own bills, at a cost not 
exceeding $250 a day. 

Latest swing-overs to flesh are the 
American, west side house, for one 
|day a week; and Roseland-State, 
iwhich will have a showing night 
once a week. Addition of Roseland- 
State gives Chicago two showing 
| houses, 
| 








j 


is 


e@ 15 YEARS AGO @ 


| (From Vantery and Clipper) | 








opened, then closed again. Opened 
loriginally by ‘Sig. Lubin just be- 
fore he closed down. Too inaccessi- 
ble. 





| 


Dying Triangle films offered for 
|sale 1,600 reels of unreleasd nega- 
tives. Was selling reissues, but not 
very successfully. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


reel went out, 





Harry Houdini was planning a 
road tour with his ‘Man from Be- 
|'yond.’ Had slipped as a regular re- 
lease. 


Biz off at the N. Y. Palace, and 
so was the show. Belle Baker and 
the Cansinos, both holdovers, topped 
the bill. No jazz band, for a change. 
Only new pull was the Wirth fam- 
ily. 





| 
| Palace, Chi., had 34 people on the 
bill. Walter Kelly and Lionel Atwill 
the toppers. 








Shuberts were using four girls in 
| Chi to make house-to-house calls in 
suburban spots and talk up their 
vaude shows. 
a sample performance. 
| from local university. 


All co-eds 








| 


Keith houses were plugging the 
iThird of a Century in houses clear 
|across the country. Just a pulmotor 
idea that gave an excuse for extra 
whoopla. 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Kelly’ was doing $20,000 a week in 
Boston, but a booking jam forced 
/it out, so he brought it to N. Y. 


| Dolly Sisters got $2,500 weekly for 
'a N. Y. nite club engagement. Five 
| weeks, with options. 





| Shuberts asking their vaude unit 
| stars to take salary cuts until busi- 
| ness built. 
/number of headlines to take the acts 


from Keith. 


Belle Baker got away with her 


prohibition kidding the first week at 
|the N. Y. Palace, but had to take it 


/out on her holdover. 





Keith | : 
Opera House and Shubert units in, 
Lease had expired. 





Muggivan, Bowers & Ballard re- 


Wallace show with Sells-Floto a 
good runner up. John Robinson in 
the black, but Gollmar Bros. was 
pink. 








‘Lightnin,’ after 65 weeks, took a 
layoff to give the company a rest. 
'Toe resume in Boston Christmas 


week. 


all were produced at practically | 


in al 


town and it is not to go out again | 


Betzwood studios, in Phila suburb, | 


Kansas censors were banning 
; shorts containing objectionable 
scenes. No eliminations; the entire | 


Girls left tickets for | 


George M. Cohan’s ‘Little Nelly | 


They had overbid on a | 


shows out of the Harlem | 


ported a big profit on the Hagenbeck | 





| 


No Kiddin’ 





Bandsman Milt Britton’s let- 
ter from Rio de Janeiro to a 
friend this week clinches im- 
pression that S. A. is a revolu- 
tionist’s paradise. 

Note requests a case of 50 
cheap violins for roughhouse in 
act and adds that two cases of 
blank cartridges of 32 and 38 
calibre be sent also, because 
blanks for act are unavailable 
in Brazil. Shops peddle only 
McCoy ammunition, he says. 














| 


‘Setting U. S. Reps For 
| Aussie Vaude Circuit; 
| Use 75%, American Acts 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 

George Dickenson is in town rep- 
resenting the Australian Tivoli Cir- 
cuit. Acting for Frank Neil, man- 
aging director, he appointed U. S. 
representatives for the circuit in 
line with the new policy to use 75% 
American acts during the coming 
season. 

Billy Diargond agency is to handle 
midwestern rights, Sam Kramer the 
Coast, and Curties & Allen retain 
Eastern representation. 

Two showing nights were put on 
at Ogden theatre for Australian 
bookings and some of the 17 acts 
signed in this territory were taken 
from those bills. Of the American 
acts signed, 75% will be sight turns. 
They’re guaranteed 10 weeks in 12, 
with fares furnished. 

Those booked from Chicago in- 
clude Pegleg Bates, Don Galvin, 
Wright and Marion, Bell Brothers 
and Carmen, Sione and Lee, Bern- 
ard and Henrie, Hal Yates, Saul 
Grauman and Co. Four Robinis, 
Osaki and Taki, Wilkey and Rae, 
Moran Bros., Sid Page and Co., Elite 
Trio, Paul Robinson, Reis and Dunn, 
Variety Gambols. 


Cabaret Entertainment 
Part of Auto Show 


National Motor Show of Canada, 
slated to run from Nov. 6 to 13th 
at Toronto, will seek to capture new 
car prospects by Carroll Lucas’ dan- 
sapation in show's own cabaret, Lu- 
cas, former arranger for Leo Reis- 
man and Ozzie Nelson, also is fur- 
nishing a band for Chrysler Corp. 
of Canada which is putting on its 
own entertainment. 

Cabaret’s floor show includes San- 
toro and Lorraine, Diane Denise, 
Charles and Barbara, and Roberta 
Jonay. 


Millinder Vs. Rita Rio 
In Philly, Balto Vaude 


Something new in music battling 
will be tried at the Earle theatre, 
Philaelphia, Nov. 5, when two bands 
knock it out on the stage. 

Lucky Millinder and Rita Rio’s 
crews have been set and will repeat 
the war at the Hipp, Baltimore, a 
week later. Only other theatre 
music battle was at the Paramount, 
N. Y., last spring, when Xavier Cugat 
and Original Dixieland jazz band 
struggled. 


Schnickelfritzers East 


St. Paul, Oct. 26. 
Freddie ‘Schnickelfritz’ Fisher and 
| his band wind up their local stand 
| with a football jamboree in the local 

















| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|munie auditorium Saturday (30) 
night, following the Minnesota- 
Notre Dame pigskin tussle. News- 


| paper ads call attention to 5,000 seats 
ijat 55c., table reservations running 
'$1.10 and $1.65 per person. Floor 
| will be open to terping, and suds 
will be served at the tables, 


moves east with his band. 





CHI AGENCY SUIT 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Suit was filed by Billy Diamond 
agency here against Jack Kane, 
;}owner and operator of Keith’s, In- 
dianapolis, for $150 commissions al- 
legedly due. 

Henry A. Kalcheim 
the Diamond office. 


LORIAS’ BOSTON DATE 


The Lorias, six Mexican children 
who appeared in the film ‘New 
Faces’ (RKO), make their eastern 
vaude debut tomorrow (Trursday) 
opening at the RKO, Boston. 

Singing act was booked by Curtis 
& Allen. 


represented 








| Paramount theatre 
| ment, 





Fisher clears out Monday (1) and) 
Sherman will book the spot, which 





? New Colored Vaudilm Houses: 








N. Y. Has 44 Hit'n Miss Flesh Spots 





Tommy Dorsey’s Par 


Stage Date at $6,000) 
By waiting one year to accept al 
(N. Y.) engage-| 
Dorsey 


| 
| 
Tommy upped his} 


ing. He'll double from the Commo- 
dore hotel, N. Y. 

Band goes into the Par on Nov. 3 
for $6,000 weekly, with no reduction | 
on holdovers. One year ago he was| 
offered $2,500 while playing the Lin- | 
coln hotel. He asked for $3,500 and 
was refused. When he moved to the | 
Commodore hotel, later, Par offered 
the $3,500, which in turn, was de- 
clined, 


PITT STANLEY NOW 
SET ON NAME ACTS 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

Management of Stanley, WB de- | 

luxer, 

that stage | 
names has passed, at least temporari- 
ly. Huddling with home office book- | 
ers for couple of days last week, 


Harry Kalmine, zone manager of 
WB, lined up enough talent to see | 
house through entire month of No- | 
vember. 


Penciled in to support Bunny Beri- 
gan’s band, beginning Friday (29), 
are Jackie Heller, first date after 
return from rest cure in Bermuda, 
and Joe and Jane MacKenna, with 
Don Bestor due in following week. 
Yacht Club Boys were to have been 
on this bill, too, bus they canceled 
for a London e~;~zement, and Kal- 
mine will surround Bestor with three 
or four vaude acts. 


Fred Waring opens Noy. 12, with 
Ted Lewis and his new unit follow- 
ing in the Pennsylvanians and Vin- 
cent Lopez finally hitting Stanley 
Nov. 26 after flock of cancellations. 
Set so far for December are Emery 
Deutsch and Shep Fields; return en- 
gagement for latter, although no defi- 
nite dates fixed yet. 

Johnny Perkins, m.c.’ing the cur- 
rent show at the Stanley, has been 
booked back into the WB deluxer for 
a repeat New Year’s week. He'll open 
Dec. 31 and handle the house's aug- 
mented New Year's eve show as well. 

Possibilit that Perkins might 
hang around for a run as m.c. was 
nullified by the fact that the Stanley 
has flock of name bands lined up for 
the next few weeks. 


breathing easier 
threatened 


again, now 


famine of 





It Still Works 


Providence, Oct. 26. 
Anticipating trouble with censors 
over his ‘Flame Dance,’ featuring 
Muriel Page, at the Empire theatre 
here, Michael Todd, agent for Miss 


Page, beat the cop censors to the 
punch. Opening day saw Miss Page 
go through her routine with Capt, 
George W. Cowan, police censor, 
down front keeping an eagle eye 
peeled for nudity in the act, ° 

But (surprise, surprise) when 
Miss Page’s costume went up in 
flames, she stood revealed in a bright 
blue tight-fitting costume covering 
every part of her body. Usually she 
performs sans a covering beneath 
her outer costume. 





Stamford, Conn., Vaude 


Palace, Stamford, Conn., indie, 
goes vaude, beginning Nov. 11. Eddie 


will use stageshows 
through Sundays. 


Thursdays 


history, old law prohibiting Sabbath 
entertainment having been recently 
abolished. 

First show set for the Palace, open- 
ing the new policy, is Alex Gerber’s 
unit, ‘Five Star Follies.’ 





JACKIE HELLER’S DATES 


Jackie Heller has been booked by 
Herman Bernie for four weeks of 
vaudfilm dates. Opens in his home 
town, Pittsburgh, at the Stanley the- 
atre this Friday (29). 

Other dates are the Capitol. Wash- 
ington, the weeks of Nov. 5-12 and 
Loew’s State, N. Y., Nov. 25. °' , 


| 44 theatres 


| locally. 


rk. &. 
| ensack, N. J. (one day); and M>jes- 


Stamford will see | 
its first Sunday shows in the town’s | 


Opening of the West End theatre, 
125th st. and St. Nicholas ave., next 
week by Harry Brock as a combo 
film and colored presentation house 
and the switch of Sam Briskman’s 
Casino burlesque, Brooklyn, _ to 


; | vaude, Metropolitan, N. Y., including 
falue $3, rer 2 previous re | : ‘ 
| value $3,500 over the previous offe1 the five city 


boroughs and nearby 
New Jersey, will contain a total of 
using one or another 
form of flesh entertainment to bol- 
ster film fare, 

Entry of the West End in Harlem 
makes 125th st vaude’s last frontier, 
With preem of theatre 


| there will be four flesh houses on 


that street, includ’ns the New Tri 


| Boro and Apollo, with full-week six 


acts and colored presentations re- 
spect:vely and the weekend colored 
vaude at Harlem Opera Hous>. 
Time ranges from one day to a full 
week, Of the toial, 25 are playing 
‘amateurs,’ one or more _ nights 
weekly. There are eleven full-week 
houses counting the four Broadway 


| stands; Paramount, Roxy, Mus'c Hall 


and State. Remaining full-weekers 
are Tri Boro, Apollo, West End 
(new), Folly, Brooklyn; Shubert, 
Newark, and the forthcoming Casino, 
Brooklyn (new), 

Half week and less bookings are 
the Clinton theatre (four days): 
Bronx Opera House, (four days): 
Fox, Brooklyn, (one night); Werba, 
Brooklyn (one day); Jamaica, at Ja- 
maica, L. I., and Granada, at Corona, 
(three days); Pagoda, at Hack- 


tic, Paterson, N. J. (three days). 
Take is split among eight bookers 
with Arthur Fisher and Al and Belle 
Dow heading the list, with four and 
three respectively. Rest have about 
one each, exclusive of ‘amateur’ 
dates. Average budget is about $100 
daily for lightweights. 

Grand Opera House, reported go- 
ing back to vaude, will not do so, 
according to RKO, now controlling 
the house, It was taken over last 
year as a site for rebuilding as a 
class nabe house, but so far nothing 
has been done, It was reported go- 
ing back to original owners but this 
is denied, RKO states that when 
undefined wrinkles can be ironed 
out the guts of the house will be 
taken out and an entirely new thea- 
tre built within the standing walls, 
It will replace RKO’s other 23d street 
holding, the antiquated and ad- 
mittedly obsolete Proctor’s theatre. 

Foregoing does not include seven 
so-called Follies (nee burley) which 
are the Star, Brooklyn; and the Orie 
ental, Republic, Eltinge, Apollo, 
People’s and Irving Place theatres, 


ROSS AND STONE CLICK 
IN LONDON; OPTIONED 


London, Oct. 26. 
Despite sparse attendance, Ross 
and Stone were splendidly received 
on opening at the Embassy Club Oct, 
20. Biz has materially increased 
since the premiere. Act booked for 
a fortnight with options, which were 
immediately exercised. 
Earle and Josephine 

accepted same night. 


Ruth Etting’s Divorce 


Reno, Oct. 26. 

Ruth Etting, songstress, is here 
seeking severance from her husband 
and manager, Col. Moe Snyder. Cou- 
ple have been married for 15 years. 
Case goes before court today with 
indication that there will be a prop- 
erty settlement. 
| Reported that Miss Etting will 
retire to her farm in Union City, 
| Neb., after getting the decree. 
| 








also nicely 

















Fine System 


Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 26. 
| Manager C, E. Stone of the State 
| has a surefire plan to keep profanity 
| and dirt out of his stage shows. 
| Contracts include a $50 fine-per- 
offense clause and even cover ‘he!!’ 
and ‘damn.’ Only loophole is first 
offense draws a warning. Thereafter 
the fine sticks and the house can't 
lose as fine can come out of show's 
cut. 








Gardner-White’s Agency 
| New booking office in Miami 
|} launched by Carl Gardner and Sid 
White, both forinerly in’.vaude. 
t Manny Gates heads music dept. 
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Nitery Reviews 


CHEZ MAURICE 


(MONTREAL) 
at 4 


Montreal, Oct. 23. 

Manager Max Sourckes is clicking 
with his new fall floor show, ‘Varsity 
Days,’ that opened Canadian Thanks- 
giving Day (11) and has been play- 
ing to good houses weekdays and 
turnaway biz Saturdays since. In 
deference to general tightening up 





known ditties in a low rich contralto, 
makes a couple of entries, and the 
Gale Sextette, three men and three 
femmes, adagio and gal-tossing act, 
sometimes in costume, varying tails 
and evening dress, go over nicely. 
Donohue sings well in an act that 
shows a few of his steps. Then 
brings in the line for a final routine 
that closes the show in the ‘Big 
Apple,’ with guests at front tables 





3 bs Pee aa in .4 | invited to join. This touch, handled 

en dl by-laws, cabaret is closed | smoothly by Donohue, is the most | 
Much of the attraction is due to| Popular feature of the show. : 

Walter Donohue, who m. c.’s and| Producer, Boots McKenna, assisted 


puts on a song and dance act. Endj| by Buster Kiem; staging and light- 
of current show will be the ninth! ing, Sid Tapley. No cover charge, 
week he has been engaged here and | $1.25 supper, and minimum charge 
the lad has built himself a lot of | of $1.50 Saturdays only. Lane. 
popularity. He has a pleasant talk- | 
Ing voice, good manners, and he han- | 
dles his show at a fast pace while | 
getting the most out of each act. 
Eight-girl line are lookers and ade- | 
quate steppers. Their routines are Detroit, Oct. 25. 
varied and their first number when t ‘ f shows at 
they pick up the frillies and show a| ,, Current season s crop of shows 3. 
couple of dolls attached to each | this Cliff Bell spot shapes up be 
lower leg which they wiggle to a| than for some time, judging from the 
mannequin dance, is unusually well | Current lineup. Swellish _nitery, 
received. where prices are plenty steep, is a 
Stand-out novelty and the one that | Companion to Bell’s spiffy bar down- 
is getting considerable word-of- | t0W2. ; , : 
mouth boosting around town is the| Located just outside town’s busi- 
table tennis act of Ed Silverglade | 
and Harry Cook, billed respectively | 
as former U. S. doubles champion 
and western states champion. Called 
play-by-play by Donohue, who is 
right on top of the game throughout, 
he steps up the act to a point where 
the. customers forget their eats and 
drinks and makes it one of the most 
exciting seen here in a long time. 
Also ping-pong enthusiasts here come 
jn nitht after night to see the local 
champs play one or other member 
of the team, thus accounting for not | 
a few tables at the first show. | 
Constance Drake, 








COMMODORE CLUB 


(DETROIT) 





strictly class clientele. 
with this atmosphere, its floor shows 
rate in the upper bracket. Current 
one includes, besides Frank Gagen’s 
band, John Hale, tenor; Roy Benson, 
magician; Betty Thompson, vocalist, 
and the Six Commodore Adorables. 

In the featured spot, Hale’s clear, 
tonal pipes hit the spot. Personality 
and appearance are especially in- 
gratiating in this cozy nitery, and 
his efforts are grandly rewarded. 
Benson's tricks set well, along with 
being smooth. They’re varied enough 
singing well-| to catch everyone, and he’s able to 


PAUL SYDELL 


presents 


His New Dog 


TOPS 


TO BROADWAY 
= 














Appearing Nightly 


PARADISE CABARET 
RESTAURANT 


And Doubling 


ROXY—NEW YORK 


Thanks to WALTER WINCHELL, O. O. McINTYRE, LOUIS 
SOBOL, ED. SULLIVAN, LEONARD LYONS, and 
TED FRIEND for the magnificent tributes to SPOTTY. 


We are sure you will be equally im- 
pressed with the performance of TOPS 


Management: 


WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


Personal. Direction Paul Small 


ness section, the Commodore has a | 
In keeping | 


put across s. a. in sufficient quanti- 
ties to satisfy the sippers. 

Miss Thompson, who looks nice, 
also hears well. Pop tunes are ren- 
dered in neat voice, and crowd likee. 
Six Commodore Adorables (intro- 
duced as ‘Tootsies,’ though why isn’t 
apparent) turn in three routines dur- 
ing half-hour show, given three times 
nightly. Gals have benefit of spiffy 
costuming, and fill in clothes neatly. 

Gagen, besides batoning the orch 
for dancing and show, also handles 
the m. c. chores ceecamareted : 

ete. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Coming and going: 


Frank (Avon Comedy Four) Cor- | 
bert licked the grippe while Boston- | 


ing...Lillian Mansfield back to 110 
Main street from the big town after 
looksee for minor op...Pat (Roches- 
ter) Galvin to Tupper Lake, N. Y., 
for theatre o.0....Chris Hagedorn 
back in circulation after a bed siege. 
...Laurel Turner, N. Y. C., new ad- 
dition to the Will Rogers staff, dieti- 
cian...Teddy Bodwell (ozoner) pen- 
ciling for a trade paper...Mark 
Vance was so many years old last 
week, doing oke...Gone are a mess 
of John Louden’s ribs; he took the 
rib op on the o.k, side af things... 
Henry (Rchmond, Va.) Wunsch has 
it in his favor with pneumo-thorax. 
...-Ethel MacRoberts, of Lake 
George, here ogling Mark Vance... 
Mother and sister of Bede Fidler 
ogling the Will Rogers...Anna 
Mayer and Alice Loges, Pine Bush 
and Otisville, N. Y., back home after 
a stay here with a looksee of the 
Will Rogers...Leonard Grottes 
(Loew’s, Flushing, N. Y.), she licked 
a foot operation; he a mess of sneezes 
...5ign on Lake Colby, ‘No Fishing; 
this space reserved for Ruth Morris.’ 

E. G. Dodds, manager Palace thea- 
tre, Lake Placid, N. Y., admitted to 
Good Samaritan Club. His open- 
house methods for all show-folks 
here and his continuous dealings 
toward the welfare of the Actors’ 
Colony rated. 

After 2% years of operations and 
bed, Garry Sidgreaves has that final 
‘all o.k.,”” now bound for the big 
street and home. 

Prep being made for the biggest 
splurge ever tried at the Will Rogers, 
coming Hallowe’en party, under the 
direction of Eddie Vogt, to be biggest 
ever. Vogt will produce and m.c. 
the proceedings. 

Harry Davey, Sr., division man- 
ager for Randforce and ex-executive 
of the Strand theatre, N. Y. C., ogling 
his son, Harry, Jr., at the Will Rog- 
ers. Jr. is making the grade on the 
oke side of health. 

Diana Morrison shot into N. Y. C. 
for a weekend visit, just to show big 
brother Charlie the progress she 
made at the Will Rogers. 

Write to those you know in Sara- 
nac or elsewhere that are sick. 

















Nitery Placements 





Hildegarde, Crystal Garden, Ritz- 
Carlton hotel, N. Y. 

Jan Garber’s orchestra, Palomar 
ballroom, Los Angeles, Dec. 1. 

_ Gene Baylos, m.c., Dorothy Max- 
ine, dancer, Bernice Norton, singer, 
Moe Wanger Girls, Club 52d St., 
en Long, dancer, Paradise, 

Ethel Shutta. Belmont Plaza. N. Y. 

Alda Luciani, singer; Continental 
Thrillers. skaters; Frances Black, 
dancer: Wivel, N. Y. 

Arthur Boran, mimic; Penthouse 
Club, Baltimore. 

Stuart Allen, singer: Alice Marion, 
singer: James and Evelyn Vernon, 
dancers; Essex House, N. Y. 

— Plant, singef, Versailles, 


Pegleg Bates, dancer; Kit Kat Club. 





St. Moritz’s Show 


Refurbished Restaurant de la Paix 
of the St. Moritz, N. Y., features Er- 
win Kent’s orchestra, Claire Ver- 
monte, songstress, Betty and Freddy 
Roberts, steppers, and Ralph Gon- 
zales tango band. 








Hirst Circuit 


Week of Oct. 31 
*‘Jolies Begere’—Hudson, Union City. 
‘Pageant of Folly’—Howard, Boston, 





} ‘S-age Scandals’—Troc, Philadelphia. 

} ‘Cupid's Carnival’——Gayety, Washing- 

| ton. 

‘Beef Trust’—Gayety, Baltimore. 
‘risky Frolics’—Capitol, Toledo. 

‘Swing High’—Gayety, Cincinnatl. 

| ‘Gaieties of 1938’—Casino, Pittsburgh, 

} ‘Parisian Flirts’—Garrick, St. Louis, 

i 


‘Meet the Girls’—Rialto, Chicago, 

‘Scan Dolls’—(Casino, Toronto, 

‘Merry Models’—Embassy, Rochester. 

*‘Pieasure Mad’—Empire, Newark. 
‘Nabes With Charms’—Jacques, Water- 
pury. 








‘Foot Loose Parade’—tyric, Allentown, 
Mon.-Tues.; Orpheum, Reading, Thurs, 





New Acts 


COUNT BASIE and His Orchestra 
28 Mins. 

Full Stage 

Royal, Baltimore 


Count Basie is an entrant into the 
colored band field which seems 
ready for some new names and 
faces. Backing Basie is a 13-piece 
combo made up of six brass, four 
saxes and a three-piece rhythm sec- 
tion that gets a load of support from 
the piano playing maestro. James 
Rushing and Billie Holliday, vocal- 
ists are featured. 
| Basie plays a 








lot of very legit 


| piano. His manipulation of the key- 
, board and the swing 
Rushing give the ouifit 


foundation. 
need considerable rounding out. 

A scrim opening in which solo 
men of all sections go to town pre- 


| cedes entrance of Rushing who gives | booked by George Hamid. 
out with three punchy vocals, sold these shows are now placed with 
| Warner 


to the hilt. Rushing is a rotund 
swing singer, formerly with Benny 
Moten. He knows how to sell a 
song and his short interludes of 
hoofing exits put a hand-building 
finish to his numbers. Did ‘Dream 
Boat,’ ‘I Won’t Be Wrong Always’ 
and ‘Rhythm in My Nursery Rhymes’ 
on show caught. 

| A change of pace by band to a/| 
sweet version of ‘Let Me Dream’ | 
announced as a recent recording, has | 
its moments particularly during solo | 
portions of trombone and leader’s | 
piano. Basie takes hold on next | 
number and really goes to town with 
some very deft handling of the} 
ivories, Proved a real show stop- | 
per. 

Band's femme warbler, Billie Hol- 
liday, on here in two numbers, not | 
very forte. Gave out with rather 
colorless and tuneless versions of 
‘Must Have My Man’ and ‘Moonlight 
and You,’ both falling rather flat. 
Girl looks well and has some equip- 
ment but didn’t click when caught. | 
She sounds better on the disks, Fast | 
moving band number closes, 


On the strength of Basie’s piano | 
stuff and Rushing’s vocals, band has 
the makings. With some sock ar- 
rangements built around this duo 
and a toning down of the brass, out- 
fit will bear watching. It’s already 
a fave with the 52d st. cats and the | 
dance bunch. Burm, 





| 


SUE RYAN 
Comedian 

8 Mins.; Two 
State, N. Y. 


Miss Ryan classifies for a New 
Act review on the strength of a 
somewhat polished-up routine, and 
a change of name hitherto not re- 
corded in the files. Act has been 
around lengthily otherwise. 

Essaying comic songs, generally 
take-offs and mimicry, the songstress 
keeps up a razzle-dazzle tempo that 
clicks. Burlesqueing opera stars, 
nitery performers, blues singers, etc., 
is in itself nothing new, but Miss 
Ryan’s execution shows good selec- 
tion of material, and her ability to 
strike awkward burlesque poses and. 
mugg is no mean help. Blues ver- 
sion, comically rendered, of the 
‘Merry-Go-Round Broke Down’ has 
been heard before, including the 
Vallee ether hour (where Beatrice 
Kay used it), but that doesn’t hurt. 

Spotted No, 2 here, Miss Ryan did 
all right for herself so far as the 
audience was concerned. Act looks 
like okay material for the niteries, 
too. Edga. 





Faggen Given Temporary 


|ing new acts under contract 


——__. 


F&M DROP 
— VAUDE UNITS 


Fanchon & Marco, once the biggest 
of all wholesale producers of vaude 
units and presentations, has with- 
drawn completely from that field of 
production. This is the first season 
since F & M _ went into that 
| phase of the biz that the agency 








singing of/ has sent out no units, nor are any 


a strong | contemplated, 
The rest of the doings | 


During the past summer F & M 
trouped two package shows through 
| the fair grounds and carney time 
Girls in 


Bros., making 
the Brooklyn studio. 


Officially, F & M feels there is 
too little unit playing-time left to 
warrant production. This opinion is 
expressed despite the fact that indie- 
produced units are getting as many 
as ten weeks this fall if they can 
deliver punchy entertainment. 


Likely another factor is that F & 
M has been gradually drifting away 
from vaude for some time. Agency 
chiefly tries now to peddle talent to 
pictures, and this fall set up a redo 
production department. When plac- 
the 
agency has been guaging them as to 
what they might have to offer air 
or celluloid. Of course the office 
still peddles to vaude the acts it has 
on its list, continues to produce the 
shows at the Roxy, N. Y., and has 
its Gae Foster line installed in the 
Fox, Detroit. 


shorts at 





Rialto, Chi, Dropping 
Hirst Units for Stock 


Cheago, Oct. 26. 

Road show burlesque units, which 
have been coming into the Rialto 
here since the beginning of the sea- 
son, will be dropped in two weeks, 
N. S. Barger, operator of the Rialto, 
is returning his burley spot to a 
straight stock policy on Nov. 5. 

These Izzy Hirst circuit units have 
been jumping into town from Toron- 
to, laying off here for four days 
while they were whipped into shape 
to augment the regular stock talent 
at the house. Same system worked 
successfully last season, but lately 
business has fallen off at the Rialto, 
and Barger figures that a return toa 
100% stock policy will enable him 
to put on shows more to his own 
viewpoint and plans. 


Harry Sobol’s B’k’ptcy 


Harry Sobol, Broadway onitery 
press agent and brother. of Louis 
Sobol, N.Y. Journal columnist, filed 
a voluntary petition in bankruptcy 














Injunction Vs. Bob Evans. 


Jay Faggen, as president of the | 


Harlem Uproar House, N. Y., yester- | 
day (Tuesday) obtained a tempo- 
rary injunction from Justice Wil- | 
liam TT. Collins preventing Bobby | 
Evans, colored star of the nitery, 
from accepting other engagements | 
pending the outcome of a suit for 
a permanent injunction. The short | 
stay prevented Evans from leaving | 
the show last night as he had | 
threatened to do. | 

Faggen claims he engaged Evans | 
last August under an oral agree- 
ment with the actor’s agent, Billy 
Short. The contract tied Evans uv 
for the ‘run of the show,’ or until 
the end of the year. A few days 
ago, Faggen states, he was informed 
|} by Marano & Liebman, Philadel- 
|phia agents, that Evans was under 
|contract with them and that they 
intended to place him in another 
show immediately. Faggen now 
wants the court to decide his stand- 
ing as to the actor’s services up to 
Dec. 31. 











NONNEMAKER’S DOUBLE 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 
Bob Stevens is out as p. a. at Max 
Wilner’s Shubert, burley house here, 
as of last Saturday (23). George 
Nonnemaker eame in Monday. 
He's publicity handler for United 


and did p. a. work for Fay’s theatre 
last season. Also did ballying for 
Wilner at thé Shiubert two seasons 
ago, 





| Taub, each for $500. 


Friday (22) in federal court, N. Y., 
listing his liabilities at $11,346 and 
no assets. In the petition, Sobol 
credits his wife, Eileen Coyle Sobol, 
with contracting several of his debts, 
including $500 to the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. 


Among several doctors and den- 
tists named as creditors for services 
rendered his wife Sobol includes 
Dr. Leo Michel and Dr. Norman 
He also con- 
tracted loans of $2,000 from Monaca 
Allen, of Los Angeles; $1,500 from 
Nate Edwards, and $4,100 from Har- 
old William, of Boston. Several 
realty corps. have suits pending for 


| breach of apartment leases. 





Shanghai Booking Nil 
Seattle, Oct. 25. 
Dick Hamilton, booker for cabarets 
in Shanghai and the Orient, finds his 
| biz nil, according to advices received 
| here by his booking affiliate, Edward 
| J. Fisher. Hamilton is leaving the 
East soon for London, thence to New 
York and Seattle, for homeward 
trip, probably to be timed for the 
windup of the war in Orient. 
Will take a hike around the globe 
| in hopes things will clarify in the in- 
| terim, 





| 
| 





| TOBY WING’S CLUB DATE 


Motion Picture: Theatre Owners es! Chicago, Oct. 26. 


Toby Wing goes into the north- 
| side Yacht Club here Nov. 5. 
| Follows her p.a. at the State-Lake 


| theatre. 





~~ 
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PHILLY UNION. 
NITERY IN TIFF 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Refusal of the local music union 
jo allow the Arcadia International 
restaurant to alternate name bands 
with a standard local crew is caus- 
ing Operator Arthur Padula _to 
switch his policy and use traveling 
bands exclusively. 

As a result, Milton Kellem’s outfit 





ic out next Friday (29) and will be | 


replaced by Arc Cassel and his orch. 
Following week Herbie Kay band is 
booked in. Eddie Duchin and Benny 
Goodman are set for January. All 


bookings by Music Corp. of America. | 


When signing the new contract 
with Kellem, Padula agreed to a six- 
month termer if the playing time 
could be stretched over 30 weeks. 


It was his intention to bring in name | 


bands to hypo biz while Kellem 
rested five or six weeks out of the 
season. si 

Padula is also having head pains 
on a new binder for his supplemen- 
tary band, Don Renaldo’s Cuban 


Troubadors, another local outfit. He | 


signed six-month contract with them 
about six weeks ago. Last week 
Renaldo was called before the union 
exec board and charged with playing 
under scale, although he claims he 
was living up to the terms of the 
contract. 

Renaldo declares that when he drew 
up the contract, he went to Rex Ri- 
cardi, secretary of the union, and 
asked him the scale. This scale was 
incorporated in the blank which Pa- 
dula signed. Now, Renaldo says, the 
union is charging him with an error 
made by the secretary and demand- 
ing Padula pay up. Padula refuses 
to pay more than the contract stipu- 
lates, demanding the union suffer for 
its error. ‘ Difference amounts to $30 
a week for the four men or $750 for 
Jength of the contract. 

Renaldo is to have a further hear- 
ing before the union trial board next 
week. 





Philly Nitery Case Off 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 
Hearing on revocation of the 
Ubangi Club’s liquor license, sched- 
uled for last week, was indefinitely 
postponed because of the illness of 


Harvey Lochman, club owner. Loch- | 


man has pneumonia. 
He is charged with refilling liquor 
bottles, : 





THREE SAILORS 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 

















Christmas Card Agents 


Large profits easily earned 
new 21 Folder Assortment. 

sight for $1.00, 
sortments, 


selling 
Sells on 
Other Holiday as- 
Write for particulars. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St., New York, N. Y. 











‘WHITEY’ 
ROBERTS 


Jaques Charles Here 
For Legal Skirmish; 
Int'l Casino Doing OK 


Jaques Charles, co-producer with 
Pierre Sandrini of the International 
Casino (N. Y.) revue, ‘Bravo,’ ar- 
rived yesterday (Tuesday) from a 
quickie to Paris. Charles and his 


former associate Clifford C. Fischer, 
impresario of the competitive 
French Casino, are currently en- 
| gaged in litigation for which pur- 
pose Charles is back in U. S. Fischer 
was slated to sail the end of this 











week to bring back the next French | 


| Casino show for Xmas premiere on 


Broadway but won’t leave now for 
another fortnight. 
| 

International Casino has been| 


grossing upwards of $50,000 a week 


| Since its start, but has a tremendous | 


|amortization payoff it costing over 
| $300,000 to launch. Louis J. Brecker, 
|Oof the BMO Corp., owners, is still 
convalescing from his _ nervous 
breakdown attendant to founding 
new venture. George Olsen and Joe 
| Moss, his partners, are operating 
things. 


Banking organization interested in 
i the project stepped 


jcautioned the 


in last 


subordinates 


| 





| 


week and | 
that it | 


| has heard of the waiters doing some | 


| chiseling, and wanted things pepped 
|up, although business has been ter- 
| 2 

rific. 





MPLS. LEAVING ST. PAUL 
NITERY BIZ TO ITSELF 


Minneapolis, Oct. 26. 
With authorities here more liberal 


|in their attitude toward night clubs, 
the local niteries are taking the play 
away from their St. Paul competi- 
tors. While business for many of the 
establishments here  is_ thriving, 
| despite the general trade slump, the 
down-river clubs are suffering 
| plenty. 

One leading St. Paul niterie, with a 
$2,100 nut for its band alone, is re- 
ported to have grossed a mere $42 last 
Monday. 











‘Pitt Nitery Seasonal 
Fold; Unions Blamed 


} 
| 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

| Night club casualties here are 
| starting early this season. First to 
| fold was Union Grill, calling it quits 
| last week both as restaurant and late 
spot, the management insisting that 
union demands made the move im- 
perative. Understood the establish- 
ment has been dropping around a 
| grand monthly for some time. 

Although not pulling stakes en- 
tirely, Willows goes on a part-time 
policy beginning this week. Will 
| overate only Thursdays, Fridays and 
| Saturdays, with local bands instead 
lof those booked through Rockwell- 
|O’Keefe and CRA as in the past. 
Couple of other niteries are said to 
be on the verge. 











| 

| JIMMY RYAN GUILTY 

| St. Paul, Oct. 26. 

| Charles Sutton, nitery tenor under 

| the name of Jimmy Ryan, pleaded 

| euilty in Ramsey county court last 

| week to charges brought by a 21- 
rear-old girl. 

wo will be imposed this 

' week by Judge John W. Boerner. 
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“THAT FUNNY 


BOB DuPONT 


Held Over Second Week | 

CHICAGO, 
Doubling Nightly . 

DRAKE HOTEL, CHICAGO 


Direction: Music Corp. of America 


JUGGLER” | 


CHICAGO | 














‘LARRY THORNTON 


A Tenor and M.C. of Artistic Distinction 


HELD OVER in 3RD Return Engagement 
STORK CLUB, Providence 

















Mich. Gomg Dry? 


Detroit, Oct. 26. 

Believing Michigan will soon re- 
turn to prohibition, the Morley S. 
Oates post, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Lansing, has decided it won’t 
invest $1,500 in a bar for club rooms. 

Members voted down the proposal 
because they are ‘certain’ Lansing’s 
county and whole state will soon go 
dry because of state’s handling of 


liquor and because of exorbitant 
prices. 





ROBBINS NEGRO 
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Tourist Trade Wanes, Paris Nite 
Spots Now Snaring Locals With 
New Shows, Snappy Dance Combos 


Paris, Oct. 15. 

With tourist trade on 
beat, Parisians are settling down to 
their favorite spots and the town is 


assuming a near normal aspect 
| Night life is getting into a swing 
that probably will carry it through 


CLUB CIRCUIT 


Sam 


Robbins, 
Radio Orchestra Corp. to ally with 


who recently 


Sam Stiefel’s colored entertainment 


the winter. 


Unlike the theatrical world where 


a bumper crop seems assured, the 
nitery business is sticking to the old 
standbys. All the old spots are open 
|again, with a few new bands and 
new faces. Consequently, comneti- 


quit | 


| tion promises to be just as keen as 


ever, 


A survey of the nitery district 


enterprises, has set deals with eight| shows about the same set-up as last 


new colored niteries in as many 
towns. Will be nucleus of a rotating 


circuit for complete colored floor 
shows now being built. 
tobbins just returned from his 


booking trip with orders to set first 


samples of what can be furnished to 
new spots, (unnamed for competitive 
reasons) in Toronto, Montreal, De- 
troit, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Dayton and St. Louis. 


He sees a 
minimum of 16 weeks for shows 
which will play two-week stands, 


| starting Nov. 15. 


Office is one of the largest bookers 
of colored entertainment in N. Y., 
and hopes to set up shows for from 
$600 to $800, including the band, 


Forgotten ‘Bone-Dry 
Deeds’ Beset Arid Pa. 
Areas, Peril Niteries 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Teetotal leanings of long-dead 
Pennsy landowners may prevent the 
sale of liquor in many large sections 
of the state, it was learned during 
the past month. Landowners were 
authors of ‘bone-dry deeds,’ 
forbid the sale of spirits in areas to 
which they give title. Three large 
areas and several smaller ones exist 
right in the heart of Philly, it was 
revealed. 








Restrictions in most cases were 
forgotten long ago. Taprooms, nite- 
ries, clubs and taverns have been 
operating in these sections. But the 
State Liquor Control Board may be 
forced to deny owners of these spots 
licenses for 1938 unless the Pennsy 


Supreme Court wipes out these 
clauses. 
This is because of a recent Su- 


perior Court decision in the case of 
a town called Vandergrift in West- 
moreland county. . Taprooms flour- 
ished in this milltown of 12,000 pop- 
ulation after repeal, until someone 
discovered the original owners of the 
land decreed when they sold it that 
no liquor be dispensed there for 99 
years. Tabu has 60 years still to go 
and the Superior Court ruled it is 
effective. 

Meanwhile, according to John F. 
Curran, chief of licenses, investi- 
gators have found three Philly areas, 
one containing 10, one six and one 
five licensees, having deeds forbid- 
ding liquor sales. Liquor board in- 


| vestigators found it too big a job to 


check all deeds. So the board has 
decreed that license applicants must 
present their deeds with the requests 
for renewals before November 6. 


Attorneys for the liquor dealers 


| declare that application of the old 


clauses will bring back bootleggers 
to the miniature Saharas, work a 
hardship on property owners and 
mean a mushrooming of dispensaries 
in nearby areas. In most cases, they 


| say, there has been no objection to 





| the liquor sales. 





TESS GARDELL’S BALTO 
Baltimore, Oct. 26. 
Following up his policy of names 


for his floor shows at the Two 
O’Clock Club, Sam Lampe has 
booked in Tess Gardell (Aunt 


Jemima) to follow the two-week en- 
gagement of John Steele. She opens 
tomorrow night (Wednesday) on the 
heels of considerable ballyhoo. 

Biz in this spot okay since open- 


ing month ago with Three Racket 
Cheers. 





year. 
here, a darkened spot there 
new management elsewhere, 


and a 


the down- | 


| topped by Cookie 


A new sign over an old door, 


Montmarire boasts all that micht 
| be classed new. Tops of these in the 
snooty line is Max Spiro’s Bagatelle 
‘where Ford Harrison and Serge 
Glykson share honors as_ baton | 
wavers and the Townsends (dance 


which | 








Penthouse, competing spot, | 


featuring Arthur Boran, and an am- | 
bitious revue. 


team) are entertaining. Spot has 
caught on well since the recent re- 
opening but is catering to the ones 
who go home or elsewhere around 
two o’clock, thereby missing the 
late trade, 
Club where Leon 


Abbey and his 


| Villa, Le 


Then there is the Cotton | 


colored boys take care of the beat. | 


Henri Dajou, operator, is cashing in. 
Floor show changes twice monthly 
being mostly local and European 
Down the street two steps is Brick 
Top’s. Brick is still on vacation but 
promises to be back for the winter. 
Further up the hili is the new 
Bal Moulin Rouge, opened by San- 
drini, and run much on the same 
scale as his Bal Tabarin, which is 
the last of the important ‘new ones.’ 
Show has changed only once since 
opening with Dora del Monte pres- 
ently topping a Spanish revue. But 
the spot is clicking with its immense 
seating capacity, largest in town. 
Tops among the old ones on the 
uppity side are Casanova, Shehera- 
zade, Monte Cristo and Chez Flor- 
ence. All are somewhere on the hill. 
Reva Reyes is still well liked at 
Casanova; Hachem Khan and 
landa, the same at 
Marbeth Wright, remembered from 
Hollywood, pleasing them at Monte 
Cristo; and Willie Lewis and _ his 
band back at his old stand, Chez 
Florence. Mabel Scott is the sole 
attraction, 
Still in that neck of the night spot 
woods are the Harlem Club where 


Yo- | 
Sheherazade; | 





Freddie Taylor’s band plays and 
where Margo and Norton, dance 
team remembered from the Cotton 


Club show at the Bal Moulin Rouge 


earlier this year, are tops.; Le Grand 
Jeu, where J. Ramo-Rossotti’s iazz 
and tango band are t; the Caprice 
Viennoise, Monico, and those where 
a great deal of nudism waves a wel- 
come, like Chez les Nudists, Chez 


Eve and Odett’s 


A run along the Champs-Elysees 
or just off it reveals the Lido, Ray 
Ventura’s ‘The Dansant’ (meaning 
tea dancing), and the Villa d’Esie, 
where the present floor show is 


Faye and a Har- 


lem band. Also reopened in the 
same district are the Bagdad, The 
Boeuf sur le Toit and the Chapeau 


Rouge (Red Hat). 


Nothing new is offered in Mont- 
parnasse. Nudity plays heavy on 
that side of the river with Venus, 
Paradise and the Cabaret Fleurs 
parading most of the undressed 


ladies while others like Gipsy’s, La 
Jockey and the Poisson 
d’Or make a bid for the early morn- 
ing cash, 

But despite the lack of new signs, 
the season has opened with the feel- 
ing that plenty of coin is going to be 
dropped during the winter. Constant 
slide of franc probably has some- 
thing to do with this because, be- 
sides attracting more than the usual 
quota of winter visitors, the French- 
men feel that they had better spend 
their sous than hang on to them. 

But the number now open is suf- 
ficient, Many have been operating 
on a Small margin of profit longer 
than’ they like to think about. 


$2,250 Net for Howard 
Bros. Points Up Chi’s 
Hunger for Cafe Names 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Willie and Eugene Howard play a 
date at the near northside Hi-Hat, 
opening Nov. 5. They come in directly 
from their week’s vaude appearance 
at the RKO Palace. 

Are booked in at $2,250 net, on a 
two-week basis, with options for an 
additional fortnight. Booking of the 
Howard boys marks a high in talent 
buying for the Hi-Hat, and indicates 
the growing battle for name attrac- 
tions among Chi niteries. 








| “the, THEATRE of the STARS 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-7800 
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LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 








610 FAIRBANKS COURT 





FIVE YEARS OF TOP ENTERTAINMENT! 
MIKE FRITZEL and JOE JACOBSON’S 


CHEZ PAREE 


AMERICA’S SMARTEST THEATRE RESTAURANT 


Deleware 3434 CHICAGO 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Strong vaude couples with a strong 


pic to spell profit, if the generous | 


mob on a rainy Friday eve (22) is 
any indication. Film, ‘Prisoner of 
Zenda’ (U), is teamed with a four- 
act stage bill in which Jimmy Savo 
and the Salici Puppets hold down 
the cleanup positions. 

Patterned on the old vaude school, 
the State's live talent offering opens 
with what virtually amounts to a 
flash act. Stafford and Louise, ball- 
room terpsters, abetted by a femme 
singer and a male piano player, lead 


these screensters alone would be en- 
tirely lost and they deserve credit 
for being smart enough to team up. 

Surrounding show is a fair variety 
| bill, including Evers and Dolores in 
a novel tightwire act with some 
amazing dancing on the wire; Wini 
Shaw in pop songs; Cass, Mack and 
Topsy in their wellknown daffy 
slam-bang turn. 

Milton Douglas (m.c. of the show), 
with Priscilla and Perry Mayo, 
brighten things up a bit when they 
pull off their own little inning of 
swift gags and patter, plus an ec- 
centric dance by Mayo. Many of the 





off to a good pace. This act has | 
been around for a string of years, | 
and has finish. Especially strong on | 
the waltz and Spanish angles, allow- | 
ing for nice gowning. Singing and | 
pianology are incidental to the gen- 
eral scheme. 


Sue Ryan (New Acts) makes con- 
siderable out of the No. 2 position | 
with comic songs and Martha Raye- 
ish clowning. Off to fine results. 

Savo is just Savo, but that’s what 
the patrons at this place look for. 
Pantomime comic years ago used to 
have a helper, then played single. 
As a solo turn, Savo relies chiefly on 
polished pantomime buffoonery and 
an occasional high-pitched song, also 
garnished with gesticular nonsense. 
Most of it telegraphs itself a mile 
ahead, but that’s the essence of the 
turn so far as the vaude addicts are 
concerned. Solid click here. 

Salici Puppets, with 20-odd min- 
utes assigned to them, furnish deft 
novelty. Have the type showman- 
ship that confines itself not only to 
the puppets, but to their peewee 
props. Moon rises and reflects on 
fake water; a boat, gayly lighted up, 
sails across the papier-mache ocean, 
and for the climax a puppet lights a 
cigarette with a cigarette lighter 
and exhales a lot of smoke. Also 
strong is a puppet piano recital, in 
which the wooden virtuoso does a 
perfect job of working himself into 
a frenzy. Effective touch is the un- 
veiling of the puppeteers, allowing 
tlre audience to see the maneuvering. 
Vaude bill clips off 50 minutes, just 
about right. Edga. 


UTAH, SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 23. 
Mimicry of name film and radio 
personalities by the Three Radio 
Rogues overshadows the remaining 
four acts on the current Utah ftesh 
bill. Pic is ‘Back in Circulation’ 
(FN). Impersonations clicked solid- 
ly. Other acts are Jans, Lawton and 
Ross, dancers; Kirk and Lawrence, 
hoke man-woman ‘drug store cow- 
boy’ stint; Walter Bretzen, local 15- 
year-old kid, winner of a community 
amateur talent show, and By Wood- 

bury and his 13-piece house band. 


Rogues’ 10-minute spot at the end 
of the bill centers chiefly on the 
characteristic speech or physical 
idiosyncrasies of popular headliners. 
Personalities aped include Walter 
Winchell, Kate Smith, Fred Allen. 
Charles Laughton, Rudy Vallee, Ed 
Wynn, Ned Sparks, Nelson Eddy, 
George Arliss, Dick Powell, Bing 
Crosby, Ben Bernie, Jimmy Durante, 
Wallace Beery, W. C. Fields, Groucho 
Marx, Bob Burns and a host of 
others. 

Bill opener by the house band 
consists of a novel arrangement of 
‘Sone of India.” Dished out in 
smooth style, with numerous mem- 
bers of the outfit allowed solo stints 
in swing or classical tempo. Trum- 
pet work of Joe Kirkman rates. 
Band is without a singer for the first 


time in weeks, Shirley Davis, who 


warbled for two weeks, being miss- 
ins. 

Jans and Lynton, soft tappers, 
carry the burden in the deuce spot. 
Howard Ross, buckshoe artist, solos 
while m*n-woman team chanze cos- 
tumes. Duo’s eff-=ts are chiefly vre- 
sentation of standard ballroom steps. 
Wolter Bretzen, one-armed local 
hi~hsechool sinter, scored with ‘Moon 
at Sea.’ 

Pro>ned on dummy gee-gees, Kirk 
and Lawrence, man-woman team. 
mieave to garner mild apnreciation 
by their ancient dialoeue. Act’s nov- 


eltv lies in the ability of team to 


ging 


comical hee-haw maneuvers. 
Honorins visitine school teechers 
from 11 norts af the state W.4- 
huerw's hood dedicates ‘Lave Rue Will 
Pos Van to cut-of-town edvertors, 
for a Teurh, Gss. 


KE!ITH’S, BOSTON © 


Boston, Oct. 23; 

‘Hollywood on Parade’ is the tag 
oi the current show, which brings 
Jeck LaRue and Vince Barnett as 
heodlincrs. What they do when they 
eace up on the mike is no great 
credit to Hollywood or themselves. 

Apparently they did put some 
thought into the act, in contrast to 
the apparent lack of forethought 
manifest in many filmsters’ personal 
appearances; but all their stuff is un- 
comfortably forced. After an off- 
stage announcement there is an off- 
stage scene in which Barnett has his 


head blown off by LaRue, as the 
gurman. 
Then LaRue steps down to the 


apron and gabs a few minutes until 
he is interrupted by Barnett, who is 
fed lines by LaRue for comic twists. 
Barnett also takes a flock of slaps, 
pekes and shoves from his tough 
partner. 

Best bet is a scene from ‘Blood 
and Sand’ by LaRue, followed by a 
burlesque by Barnett. Either one of 


quips are familiar on lecal boards, 


| but they’re sold smartly. 


The Studio Steppers (12), mixed 
dance group, provides all the color 
and most of the hoofing for the unit. 
Three production numbers, staged 
by Dave Bines, are commendable; a 
collegiate number for an opener, a 
picture number done to ‘Waltz Was 
Born in Vienna’; and a unique closer 
| danced to ‘Orpheus.’ ‘Counsel for 
Crime’ (Col) on the screen. Fox. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 23. 


Most of the performers included in 
six acts, presented under the title 
‘Foolies of 1937,’ know their way 
| about backstage at this house, as five 
of them are repeating within the last 
two years. The Six Balabanows open 
'with two men and four women doing 
|dance formations while playing ac- 
|cordions. They have an act pleasing 
/to the eye with an attractive back 
|drop, and to the ear, with the ex- 
|ception of two songs by the femmes. 
One of the girls does a satisfactory 
acrobatic dance. More stunt danc- 
ing is included in the finish when 
entire troupe plays miniature ac- 
cordions, two stepping out for hoof- 
ing specialties. 

McKay and Lavelle, the only 
strangers on the bill, do a unison tap 
dance in white coats. They go off 
stage and change to top hats and do 
a lengthy drunk routine composed of 
acrobatic falis and spins—well re- 
ceived by the audience. Charlie Alt- 
hoff is almost an institution at this 
theatre with his rube routine. He 
comes on in makeup and chin whis- 
kers eating a big red lollipop. Gets 
most of his laughs out of catching 
his fingers in his fiddle, smacking 
himself with the bow, and legs cav- 
ing in under him when he walks. 
After a couple of discordant at- 
tempts on his instrument, he swings 
into a sentimental rendition of 
‘When You and I Were Young, Mag- 
gie. Finishes with ‘Sailboat in the 
Moonlight’ and ‘Little Old Lady’ 
and has the audience whistling with 
him. 

Followed by Dorothy Byton Girls, 
(12) in net dresses doing a routine 
to the tune of ‘Never in Million 
Years.” They introduce Dorothy 
Christian for a specialty, followed 
by Ruthie Barnes, in blue satin out- 
fit, including top hat for a nifty 
tap in rhythm with ‘Copper Colored 
Gal.’ 








Lew Parker and Company is head- 
lined and holds down spot next to 
closing. Parker has the assistance of 
a man and woman stooge who work 
with him on the stage, and two men 
stooges in boxes who carry on cross- 
fire patter. Stage male stooge gives 
a lifelike impersonation of W. C. 
Fields. Most of the laughs are 
worked up in a rehearsal of play- 
let with stooges in boxes interpolat- 
ing gags. 

Dorothy Byton Girls have a novel- 
ty finish. Girls do a Donald Duck 
number in faithful costume repro- 
ductions of Disney’s fowl comedian. 
Women and children go for it big, 
and the men applaud, too. Pic ‘Per- 
fect Specimen’ (WB) and first show 
Saturday had a full house down, 
with balcony about three-quarters 
filled. Kiley. 





HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 25. 


Straight vaude instead of the pre- 
ponderance of bands and units re- 
cently booked here, gives the Hipp 
an entertaining 46 minutes of variety 
this week in combination with show- 
ing of ‘Stage Door’ (RKO). Four 
acts; Mann, Dupree and Lee, Mar- 
jorie Gainsworth, Wm. and Joe Man- 
dell and Owen McGiveney make up 
the bill, all selling to good returns. 

Mann, Dupree and Lee, dance 
flash of two boys and a girl with 
femme piano 
full stage in attractive set and ward- 
robe, open with some okay hoofology 
running to ballroom, buck and acro, 
Single by one of the boys, featuring 
some tricky hand weaving, is a nice 
standout. 

Marjorie Gainsworth, warbler from 
opera, but a sock song seller, holds 
down the deuce spot in grand style. 
Wangs out a medley of musical com- 
edy selections, a clever arrangement 
of tunes from nursery rhymes to 
grand opera and the first act aria 
from ‘La Giaconda.’ Weil gowned, 
nice appearing blonde, Miss Gains- 
worth makes a second appearance 
here in a very short time. Audience 
greets her entrance and exit and 
forces an encore, ‘One Kiss,’ and a 
speech for a getaway. 

William and Joe Mandell, are their 
usual solid sock in the trey and back 
again after Owen McGiveney’s quick 
change version of ‘Bill Sykes’ for a 
hokey travesty that had some comic 
moments. McGiveney’s stint is pre- 
ceded by a trailer and proves a 
novel change of pace. Burm, 








accompanist work a 


SCALA, BERLIN 


Berlin, Oct. 15. 


Scala has taken a lot of pains in 
offering its current revue and re- 
sults are gratifying. Top billing has 
been given to La Jana, but the 
laurels are carried off by the Ameri- 
can hoofer, Marie Hollis. La Jana’s 
name seems hefty enuf to lure in the 
crowds, but the applause is painfully 
milked. She never has anything to 
offer but the old turn she’s been 
palming off on patrons’ good-nature 
for years and the folks are getting 
fed up. 


The comedienne is Trude Hester- 
berg, an old-timer and big night club 
fav. She does an impresh of Mae 
West that is no dice. Her material 
in general is indigo without being 
funny. 

Opening scene is the London Em- 
bankment with Ben Dova doing his 
stunt on a swaying lamp post and 
some excellent tumbling. Deuce is 
a bachelor club in London with only 
lagging dialog working up to the 
subject of La Jana and introducing 
the straight man of the plot, Ernst 
Dumcke and the juvé comedian, Eric 
Ode. The Scala girls, new, badly 
trained and doing uneven work, fol- 
low with a military number. The 
next shows a queue of folks outside 
a theatre, who, one by one, chip in 
with their little bits, and then the 
newspaper vender, Marie Hollis, 
steps out, goaling the house with her 
acros. Mary and Eric Co., two men 
and a girl on roller skates, each with 
a Shetland pony, go over nicely. 
Trude Hesterberg’s big scene is a 
hen club, where impersonating Mae 
West, she shocks the gals with her 
Adam and Eve gags. Then she steps 
out in one and does a single. She 
is a capable show woman and it’s a 
shame her materijal is not up to snuff. 
But bad as it is, she storms the 
house. The long-awaited La Jana, 
appearing in the first half closer 
surrounded by Cuban atmosphere, 
does her usual squirming and 
drapery slinging which draws only 
faint finger tipping from the‘ disap- 
pointed spectators. Her thunder is 
whisked away by three hot hoofers, 
Gloria, Juanita and Garito aided by 
a lad from the orch who whams 
them with a rumba. There’s a 10- 
men band on stage that is terrific. 
Solo rumbas and a parody on Ameri- 
can rhythm bring stamping and 
applause from out front. 

One of the outstanding numbers in 
the second half is George Campo 
doing comedy soft shoe stuff. Big 
last act opens with the Scala chor- 
ines ogee up and down a stair 
case. ollowing is Eleanor Ether- 
idge, billed as ‘Miss Powell, the step- 
wonder.’ She may take the name, 
ape the smile and try to cop the ges- 
tures, but she can’t hold a candle to 
the real Eleanor in tripping the light 
fantastic. Hesterberg and La Jana 
each contribute unimportant some- 
things to fill in and then St. Clair 
and Day, the London society dan- 
cers, get their turn—and it’s a good 
one. They do a waltz, a swing and 
a rumba. The femme is an exotic 
looker, wears nice duds and the act 
was well received. 


The big wow is Marie Hollis once 
more, who with her hand strut across 
Stage, legs in a split, and her whirl- 
wind cartwheels, shakes the archi- 
tecture. Show ends in La Jana’s 
marriage te Dumcke and the Scala 
girls looking decorative in swell 
black and white garniture. 








CAPITOL, ATLANTA 


Atlanta, Oct. 24. 

More novelty in this show than is 
to be found in ordinary units that 
play this town, but the caliber isn’t 
topnotch. Show belongs to Russ Fer- 
ris and Al Rome, who have been 
consistent visitors south. Band is in 
pit this week and stage looks mighty 
bare, occupied only by single and 
double acts. Band deserted car be- 
cause of ‘Pigskin Frolics,’ prologue 
presented by pupils of Reese School 
of Personality, 35 moppets; gayly 
costumed, putting on a good show, 
featuring Big Apple terping. 

Anne Savar and Charles Neil, 
dance team, get show proper under 
way with a soft shoe rhythm number 
to ‘Soft Shoe Medley.’ Followed by 
Bill Kenamon and his trained Hol- 
lywood dogs, Mutts, of police variety, 
do some good tricks, cat being used 
in act. They obey commands well, 
and audience likes ’em. , 


Jackie Barnes, one-legged dancer, 
proves an excellent tapper, despite 
his handicap. Personable lad, using 
cane and crutch, steps around to 
‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ and then 
tosses supports aside and does a one- 
foot wing. Acro control number, to 
‘Acrobatic Waltz,” by Anne Savar, 
proves another pleaser at this point 
and the dancer is followed by Ted 
Delmonico and Patty Phillips, who 
sing ‘Cocktails for Two,’ man fol- 
lowing with some small magic in the 
way of producing filled wine glasses 
from thin air and his pockets. 

Bob Girard, blackface, presents a 
monologue and winds up with his 
impression of Al Jolson singing ‘I'm 
Gcing South,’ getting a so-so recep- 
tion. Savar and Neil ramble back 
for a swift shimtham number to 
‘Whoa Babe’ and ‘Nagasaki.’ Al 
Rome. and wife, Betty Wood, then 
present a comedy singing and danc- 
ing turn. Rome, pint-sized comic, 


does an eccentric dance that gets 
the laughs to ‘Here Comes Cookie’ 
and ‘Get Hot Foot.” He pantomimes 
while his partner sings ‘I’ve Got a 





—— 


Feeling You're Fooling,’ working in 
a lot of comedy business, using Hal 
Frisco, drummer, and Enrico Leide, 
house maestro, as foils. Act closes 
with Rome, who can make his feet 
fairly fly, doing a hit, bouncy strut to 
‘Dinah.’ 

Finale brings on the whole com- 
pany, each act offering a bit of stuff 
as traveler closes, with Rome cutting 
capers in front. Bit of confusion 
came about at show caught when 
one of the trained police dogs chased 
after Rome, apparently with mayhem 
in mind. It developed that the same 
pup had taken a nip out of one- 
legged Jackie Barnes’ stump while 
the dancer was preparing to go on 
for his turn. Management ordered 
Kenamon to keep the dogs under 
leash during rest of engagement. 


Pie is ‘Charlie Chan on Broad- 
way’ (20th) and house was jam- 
packed when first show broke. 

Luch, 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Pathe, which lost two men, James 
Pergola and William Pitt, in last 
week’s air crash in Utah, came 
through expeditiously with footage 
on the wreckage and removal of 
bodies, shot at close range and ap- 
parently under perfect filming condi- 
tions. Negative is crystal clear. This 
contribution from Pathe leads off the 
week's ployglot show, taking prece- 
dence over the Sino-Jap conflict. 


Fighting in the Far East, covered 
ably by Paramount, Universal and 
Fox, may be growing monotonous to 
some fans, but here as well as at 
the Trans-Lux newsree’ theatres, it 
means much added business from 
Orientals who are crowding in 
weekly to see what goes on back 
home. Not only did the Emb have 
stindees inside early Thursday eve- 
ning when the new show went on, 
but also had a lobby wait, something 
that’s unusual, 


Paramount focused its attention 
currently on the attack on Chapei, 
while U brought in first pictures of 
Canton hostilities and Fox the bomb- 
ing of Shanghai, plus the siege of 
Hopei. Cameramen in each instance 
got good stuff under dangerous 
working conditions and in one case 
a bomb dropped so close that the 
camera shook. At least the newsreel 
commentator for Fox said that was 
why the film jumped around. There 
was no outward demonstration 
among fans during the filming of the 
Far Eastern war material, but when 
Alf Landon came on the fans hissed 
or applauded him—about a tie. La- 
Guardia, on a bus tour around New 
York, will run away ahead of com- 
petitors among Embassy voters, the 
Thursday night reaction indicated. 
But the Duke of Windsor didn’t seem 
to rate so well. A tired and bored- 
looking ex-monarch, he _ suffered 
giggling from the audience. 
not shoot him under the best pos- 
sible conditions in Berlin. 


Unusually fine pictures from the 
air of Shiva Temple, the recently 
explored plateau in the Grand Can- 
yon, were obtained by U. Plane used 
by U’s cameramen came dangerously 
close to the plateau. U also sought 
to capitalize on what’s happening in 
Wall street lately, pointing to the 
jittery Tuesday (19) when stocks 
tumbled badly on opening, but re- 
covered at the close. 


This being Par News’ 10th anni- 
versary, the reel has gotten out a 
special on highlights of 1927, its first 
year in the field. It isn’t so hot. 

Because of inclusion this week of 
‘March of Time’ (RKO), not so many 
clips as usual are exhibited, sports 
being a notable sufferer. However, 
there are various other items in on 
the show that wouldn’t be missed 
by anyone. Fox coverage of a char- 
ity softball game at. Meadowbrook 
with celebs participating affords 
good entertainment. 

Lew Lehr comments on a flock of 
turkeys this week, getting a few gig- 
gles. He might have used that 
Meadowbrook game for laughs, also. 
Plug for the International Casino in 
connection with a fur display means 
a bow from the I.C..to the Hearst 
News of the Day reel which put it 
under reel’s Woman's Page depart- 
ment. har. 


DENHAM, DENVER 


Denver, Oc. 23. 
Stage show set in for the week is 
short but meaty. Two acts are used 
with a snappy local band, with Ted 
Cook doing the m.c. job and singing 
a song. Show runs 30 minutes and 
garners plenty of applause en route. 


Band (called the Coo Coos for the 
occasion) open with ‘Tiger Rag’ in 
variations.. King, King and King, 
fast, snappy tappers, occupy about 10 
minutes of fast, intricate stepping. 
They're good enough, but it would 
help the show a lot to split their act 
in two parts. But maybe they 
couldn’t stay longer. Band does a 
medley, with Cook playing several 
instruments okay. 

Dick and Dottie Remy are the 
other act, and could headline most 
stage shows. Act consists of tum- 
bling, acrobatic work, balancing and 
on roller skates, the man with them 
in his hands and the. girl with them 
on her feet. Act is fast and long 
enough. Most of the draw the cur- 
rent week is attributed to the stage 
show, with ‘Bulldog Drummond 
Comes Back’ (Par) on the screen. 





Rose. 
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STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 24, 

Depends upon a diving and swime 
ming novelty for its b.o. appeal, and 
from the viewpoint of getting ’em in, 
it stands out. Stacks up as better 
than most in its class, but at the 
same time adds weight to the cry 
of the current season, that there is 
a shortage of playable acts. 


Show has two good turns, and the 
water novelty. To its credit is the 
effort toward production. However, 
the show is a little slow in its first 
half—due principally to letting acts 
stay on too long.. Line of 12 gals 
dressed in tux-style dresses, turn out 
a good tap opener. Followed by 
Jerry Lawton, who could be better 
if he sliced his time in half. Does 
rope spin, juggles some balls, bounces 
‘em, and then does cannon ball toss- 
ing, minus a teeter-board. Nice chat- 
ter throughout—not belly sock com- 
edy, but humor which gradually 
catches on. 


Mistake is made in following Law- 
ton with another single, especially 
this one. She’s Mary Ann Regsgier, 
soprano, 


Does two songs. Following is Dick, 
Don and Dinah, nice little team, do- 
ing eccentric dancing, knock-about 
stuff, a little acrobatic, finishing with 
a three-high walk-along. Nothing 
particularly new, but they click be- 
cause of their fresh, spirited deliv- 
ery. Appearance is of the best. 

Joe Termini, spotted next-to-clos- 
ing, is another valuable turn for this 
type house. Same as always, he’s 
mugging, clopping along in yellow 
shoes, and playing fiddle, banjo, and 
guitar. Aided by two stooges: wom- 
an who adds little by singing from 
box, and a man blowing a good har- 
monica. 


Finale is the water ballet, a much 
more lavish setting than units usual- 
ly have. Good novelty, with plenty 
for the eye, and a lot of showman- 
ship. Has the girls apparently walk- 
ing into tank fully costumed, coming 
up in bathing suits, diving in differ- 
ent styles singly and in pairs and 
winds up with nice posing bit. 

Drew an almost capacity audi- 
ence on final show Friday. Picture 
is ‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col).- Loop. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 

Current show was greeted by a 
good-sized house at the bow-in and 
shapes up as a well-rounded enter- 
tainment, leaning to the fast-stepping 
side and, of course, especially ap- 
pealing to Ted Lewis fans.. Film is 
‘Danger, Love at Work’ (20th). 


Earle orch keys the show by play- 
ing ‘My Baby Smiles at Me,’ after 


Fox did | which Lewis comes before the cur- 


tain with his familiar ‘Ev’rybody 
Happy’ greeting. Parting curtains 
then disclose his own band (15 
this year) in red mess jackets. Var- 
sity Co-eds (six) are down-stage and 
the whole makes an effective stage 
picture. 


For the ovening number, Lewis 


sings ‘Give Me Music,’ dealing with” 


the history of music from tom-tom 
to swing. He and the Co-eds fol- 
low with a Stephen Foster medley, 
then warble ‘After the Ball,’ switch 
to ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ and 
‘St. Louis Blues’ and wind up with 
‘All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm.’ 
From actual vocalizing standpoint, 
the last-named was the only one to 
get much attention, but the number, 
as a whole, clicked solidly. 


Lewis starts ‘Have You Got Any 
Castles?” and_ introduces -Loretta 
Lane, attractive in a red, white and 
blue outfit, to do a fast tap dance to 
the same tune. Next comes ‘Snow- 
ball’ Whittier, so long with the 
Lewis outfit, who sings ‘Gal of Mine 


,from Tennessee’ and then does what 





looks like a ‘Lindy-hop’ with Betty 
Dickerson. 

Lewis’ song, ‘You’re Such a Pretty 
Thing,’ brings on Theo Troy, who 
swings from a full-skirted waltz 
number into an_ acrobatic and 
high-kick routine. Next comes Gaye 
Dixon, who sings ‘Hold Everything 


and Swing’ after the manner of the’ 
Band plays’ 


films’ Martha Raye. 
‘Leader of the College Band,’ with 
the Co-eds interpolating a couple of 
college songs. Sylvia Manon Four- 
some»d(three men and a girl) offers 
an exceptionally good adagio rou- 
tine, the gal getting tossed from 
man to man to the accompaniment 


of Saint Saens’ ‘Dance Macabre,’ 
played by the band. Here is good 
rhythmic, acrobatic stuff, followed 


by some slower adagio work, featur- 
ing clever posing. These acts usual- 
ly follow such a monotonous pattern 
it’s a pleasure to find one standing 
out as different. It’s tops of this 
show. 


Coming right after and also out- 
standing is Ray Royce, who does a 
food drunk dance routine, featuring 
hand and head stands. Co-eds fol- 
low with a ‘Desert Song’ mediey, 
plus some Victor Herbert tunes. 
Then, after a swing number by the 
orch, ‘Snowball’ Whittier and Lewis 
do their familiar ‘Me and My 
Shadow’ number, unchanged in any 
particular. Show ends, of course, 
with Lewis singing ‘My Baby Smiles 
at Me.’ Show is a little overboard 
on dance and syncopation and could 
stand more comedy, but, on the 
whole, is good audience stuff. 

Waters. 
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VARIETY 


HOUSE REVIEWS 





ROXY, N. Y. 


Rather the standard layout of the 
stageshow this week, leaning largely 
io the sight stuff which is more or 
less imperative in the big barn 
where anyone -sitting in the upper 
ridge of the shelf is virtually over 
jn Jersey. Film, ‘Ali Baba’ ,(20th) 

sewed in VariETY Oct. 20, has 
sn forcei the flesh flaunt to 
confine itself to a minimum of time. 
When caught before a slightly under- 
capacity assembly at the last frolic 
Friday (opening) night, show ran 35 
mins. 

Entertaining lineup in the main 
and, if the next-to-closing is a dog 
act, at least it’s the wallop of the 
show. 
Sydell and Tops provide about the 
best pooch performance in vaude to- 
day: ‘around the U. S. at least. Small 
terrier is a swell slow-or-fast equil- 
ibrist, and the hound’s master show- 
manly displays the four-legger’s 
feats. 

Jay and Lou Seilers deuce with 
their comedy dancing act that’s 
stock and standard. Novelty windup 
working on elongated barrel staves 
in the prescribed skiing manner 
scores as always. Pair, happily, are 
always adding bits to this routine. 

Norman Harris and Sylvia Shore 
come through nicely with their 
broad clowning of ballroom dancing. 
Satirize three different types of rou- 
tines hoofed by the formally attired 
man and the begowned girl. Miss 
Shore’s acro and jelly-joint ability 
adds much. 

Gae Foster line (24) is appearing 
to much better advantage than dur- 
ing the last weeks. Open the show 
with a number that’s a direct plug 
for Esquire magazine in that a drop 
depicts the frontispiece of the pub- 
lication. Tie-in is rather vague and 
stretched to a strain: the line is 
togged out as London dandies in 
grey trousers, cutaways, fog toppers, 
etc. Routine is a soft-shoe effort 
that’s o. k. on precision but a frac- 
tion overlength. If it were speeded 
up, result might be different. 


Line poses for a picture number 
midway, giving young violinist 
Jeanne Brideson a chance to scratch 
out downright classical gut-grating. 
Doing two nurnbers, her interpreta- 
tion of the Kreisler exercise is really 
good. What is more, the Roxy pa- 
trons greeted it warmly; heretofore 
the house’s customers haven't been 
exactly famed for their appreciation 
of much beyond the gasp or pop 
variety of entertainment. Miss 
Brideson is an attractive lass, and 
her selection of the taffeta gown 
she wears is fortuitous. 

For the windup the Foster 
femmes mount those unicycles again 
for the routine that has had about 
six reprises since the first of the 
year. But it’s always a good audi- 
ence-getter. Bert. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 24. 


With the pit band once more on 
the stage, seven acts are presented 
under the moniker ‘Whirl o’ Fun,’ a 
title which might have been inspired 
by the oversupply of acrobats. Frank 
Dobson leads. the applause and 
cheering for the performers (with 
slight competition from the audi- 
ence) as he acts as emcee, band lead- 
er and holds down a spot of his own 
with his femme piano player, Nella 
Burke, 

Strand Sisters open with a unison 
dance to the tune of ‘Reflections in 
the Water.’ Quickly followed by an 
unnamed girl who does a couple of 
unidentified tunes on the xylophone. 
Show then gets under way with Billy 
Stone appearing to sing ‘Cabin of 
Dreams’ badly, and follows with his 
legit reason for appearing before the 
footlights, a series of hand-springs 
and cart-wheels done in tap dance 
tempo to the same tune. 


Van and Arvole split their appear- 
ance into two spots in a ballroom 
dance. Both dances are much alike 
with the exception that she changes 
from a black satin dress to white 
satin for her second appearance. 
Bohn Trio are evidently mother, 
father, and son. Oldsters do a series 
of hand balancing stunts and head 
balancing tricks which would have 
been better received if they were 
accompanied to a dental display. Son 
does cart-wheels and back-flips ac- 
ceptably. 

Dobson and Burge do their act 
in one. He sings a comedy song 
called ‘What They Want and What 
They Get,’ which has some blue gags 
in it, She sings ‘Never in a Million 
Years’ well, and handles the ivories 
creditably. Burke does a soft shoe 
dance to the tune of ‘Tea for Two,’ 
then finishes with another comedy 
song with more blue material called 
‘Get a Good Night’s Sleep.’ He hur- 
ries back on stage to lead his own 
applause and introduce the Strand 
Sisters in their second appearance, 
another unison dance interpretating 
‘Mood Indigo.’ 


Van and Arvole do the dizzy 
dame-wise guy type of comedy. Ma- 
terial is more nite club variety than 
for family theatre. 
a duo tap which boosts the rating of 
their turn. Eddie Minetti closes with 
a drunk bit composed mostly of com- 
edy falls. He includes two comedy 
songs, ‘I'm a Fall Guy,’ and a par- 
ody of ‘Nasty Man.’ 
is brought back on stage: for finale, 
and closing gag has Burke walking 


Little gainsaying that Paul | 


They finish with | 


Entire company | 


| out thru the audience for a drink 
| pursued by Billy Stone. 
|. Pic ‘Small Town Boy’ (GN) and 


prewny only fair, with other houses | 
p 


| perking up over average takes with 
influx of 
| marms. 


| 


conventioning — school 


Kiley. 





FAY’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 
_ Broadway Rodeo,’ current opus, 
is from Dixie all around, even to the 
|;mazda hypo, Lita Grey Chaplin. 
| Especially slipshod is the production, 
in everything from the strings on a 
terper’s boiled shirt hanging out the 
back to a reprise finale which leaves 


Maurice Golden, Jr., 
crew together. 


Ex-Mrs. Chaplin has little to offer 
| and isn’t helped by choice of songs 
or stage-managing. In the first place, 
spotted in trey position, there is 
neither an emcee nor even an off- 
stage voice on the amps to intro her. 
She steps onto the boards cold, to a 
timid reception from a house which 
; isn’t certain whether this is the 
touted Lita or a cooch shimmer. She 
goes right into ‘Yankee Doodle Band,’ 
then a mushy kid number and finally 
anothcr slow one. Best is the opener, 
whose rapid tempo naturally gives 
more life to her listless and monot- 
ono; chirping. Weepy ballad next, 
piped through unparted teeth, is too 
long. Another like it for the finis 
is murder because a peppy one is so 
obviously needed here. She makes a 
little speech (also in a monotone be- 
tween her teeth) about not having 
worked for two years and being ner- 
vous. But to cap it all, returned (at 
show caught) for an encore and 
found deck crew had already moved 
the piano offstage. 


Curtain-upper is usual line of 14 
ponies, this time provided by How- 
ard Montgomery. Makeup a motley 
of young gals, old gals, short gals, 
tall gals, thin gals, and fat gals. To 
add to the delusion, they sometimes 
acted like they had never been in- 
t-oduced. Johnny Masters and La- 
vina Rollins follow in an act in which 
the guy patters and terps while the 
lanky femme twists her body and 
makes faces at the house. In a line 
number following Chaplin, Jackie 
Smith and Kay Stewart do svecialty 
taps in mediocre bracket. Followed 
by a redheaded femme in nothing 
but a pair of transparent butterfly 
wings and flesh-colored G-string. 
Gave ’em everything in a dance 
which, even the burleys here, would 
shun. Works in light blue spot that 
hides nothing. Gal is Gwen Marlow, 
billed as ‘Zolora.’ 


Texas Jim Lewis and his four 
cowboy cohorts next. Play bass, 
soueeze-box, fiddle and coupla ukes 
and chirp horse opry ballads in a 
fair turn of the corny brand. Fol- 
lowed by gals dressed in cowboy 
hats and ‘yipperees’ and then by Don 
Cummings, standard vaude act. He 
spins ropes, terps and works in some 
good comedy patter. Goes over well. 
Pic is ‘40 Naughty Girls’ — a 

erb. 


slapped the 





FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 24. 


Eddie Peabody’s been here so often 
of late it’s like home, and his pop 
with localites never seems to dim. 
Such is the case in the current show, 
which he heads and turns in a nice 
job of m.c.’ing, besides pluggings on 
the banjo. 

Supporting are John Hale, tenor, 
currently doubling at the Commo- 
dore Club, nitery here; Helen Reyn- 
olds and her seven roller-skate gals; 
the Three Nonchalants, knockabout 
comedians; Dorothy Crooker, control 
dancer, plus the 16-gal Gae Foster 
line. 

Altogether, it’s a pleasant, smooth- 
| sailing 45-minute show. Will be held 
| over intact for second week if flick- 
er, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), does as in- 
dicated. Downstairs jammed and 
three-quarters of balcony filled at 





(22). 


Show opener is Helen Reynolds’ 
flashy skating act, introduced by a 
snappy routine by the house line, 
also on rollers. Reynolds group not 
only appears in flashy costumes, but 
work on the skates is equally daz- 
zling. But for an unfortunate fall 
in one of routines, the turn smacks 
of sockaroo, 


Hale reveals nifty ‘romantic’ tenor 
pipes in his next-to-closing cog. Has 
plenty on his side, including appear- 
/ance and poise, and gets over with- 
out trouble. ‘Sweet Leilani,’ his 
third contrib, is his forte and it 
means encore. 


Three Nonchalants, who've ap- 
|peared here several times before, 
have altered their knock-about stuff 
commendably and result is plenty of 
returns from payees. Clean appear- 
ance, plus absence of distasteful 
monkeyshines, is a help. 

As a control dancer, Dorothy 
| Crooker is one of the best seen here 
|in long time. Working before a back- 
| ground of Foster gals and spiffy set- 
| ting, the femme just about ties the 
| patrons up. 

Besides 
chores, 





taking over the m.c. 
Peabody gets in gobs of 


|licks on his banjo and a violin. All | 


|A-1 stuff, and easily hits the spot. 
Naturalness on boards continues as 
|a distinct asset.for him. 

| Due to length of the flicker, over- 
‘ture is omitted. Sam Jack Kaufman 
| batons the pit crew. Pete. 


> 


the entire cast sticklike on the stage. | 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 24. 

| Opening with a pony and dog turn 
and closing with a band act gives 
the house a big enough bill to fill the 


| vaude, and nobody has tried to make 
| it anything else. Everything is left 
| to get by on its own, including the 
overture, which is standard rendition 
| of ‘Zampa,’ and everything does, 
| through, plain, old-fashioned troup- 
ing. 

| Top billing and only interest to 
| smart crowd is rated by Hudson De- 
| Lange orchestra, which takes over 
| the second half of the show. Outfit 
is making its first stage appearance 
here, but its radio rep is evident by 
the hand it geis as the curtains part. 
Act tends to be more sock to the 
trade than to the laity, musicianship 
‘and intricate arrangements standing 
;}out more thzn showmanship, but 
| even so the mob knows it is hearing 
something good. House manager 

Charlie Kurtzman did a little work 
|on Eddie DeLange that has him un- 
bending somewhat more than on his 
arrival, although his conducting still 
jis more utilitarian than spectacular. 
| Same goes for his emceeing. 

Turn opens up with fanfare of 
‘Hobo on Park Avenue’ and goes into 
‘Magnolia.’ DeLange introduces 
Betty Allen, tall, pretty girl who 
sings ‘That Old Feeling,’ the orch 
megaphoning a chorus as_ back- 
ground. Singer appears to enjoy her 
work—oke. Next is a medley of 
nine Hudson DeLange tunes, which 
explains to half the house why the 
other half considers the bandleader 
important. Array includes ‘Solitude,’ 
which the batoner explains is in- 
cluded because he wrote the words, 
‘Haunting Me,’ ‘Tormented,’ ‘I Wish 
I Were Twins,’ ‘You're Not the 
Kind,’ ‘Mr. Ghost Goes to Town,’ 
‘Moonglow,’ ‘You're My Desire’ and 
‘Organ Grinder’s Swing.’ Latter leads 
into ‘Popcorn Man,’ sung by Miss Al- 
len, with DeLange stepping in for a 
bit of inaudible support and a couple 
of truckin’ turns on the breaks. ‘Take 
Another,’ which wows the trade and 
serves as novel way to introduce the 
specialists in the band, who are 
called by name by DeLange before 
each takes his break, winds up the 
act with a flourish. Ditty seems to 
have no other words than the title, 
but it justifies anything and even the 
customers who don’t quite under- 
stand are swept along in the spirit 
of the thing. Fact that DeLange 
does no audible warbling is under- 
stood to be because he had bad 
throat and after first show decided 
to refrain. 

Gautier’s Steeplechase, whose 
every move loyal vaude fans know 
by heart now. scores again as a forte 
animal act. Next it’s the Keller Sis- 
ters, who rattle off ‘Organ Grinder’s 





| Swing,’ haul out a pair of scarfs 
ifor ‘Siboney,’ and bud-dut-un-dut 
|through ‘favorites on your hit 


parade.’ No hits. no errors and the 
second-act spot filled o.k. Number 
three is Senator Murphy, also strid- 
ing out to center mike with off-stage 
announcement and hefty fanfare 
from the pit. Greek accent had the 
house a little puzzled at first, but he 
soon forgot it, except when he needs 
it to force a laugh by stumbling over 
a big word. Mainstay of his chatter 
are standard puns but he touches on 
politics, traffic, the birthrate and 
enough other subjects to give every- 
body something to go home and tell 
the familv. Pic is ‘Lancer Spy’ 
(20th) and biz poor. Craig. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 
It's a marathon at the Stanley this 
week—195 minutes, and only five of 
them devoted to newsreel and trail- 





late show caught Friday evening | 


ers. ‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA) con- 
; sumes 108 and flesh around 82, That’s 
| too much at a sitting any time, par- 
ticularly when show’s so spotty. 


WB deluxer for the Jast year has 
been timid about tackling anything 
|but name bands, with perhaps a 
couple of acts tossed in. Recently 
|has gone for a vaude layout when 
there wasn't an orch available, and 
it has worked out all right, so man- 
agement’s tempting tradition again. 
But not with same results. 

On paper, layout, including Johnny 
Perkins, Block and Sully, Dorothy 
Stone and Charles Collins, Buster 
Shaver and his midgets, and Lester 
Cole’s Midshipmen, looks extremely 
good, but it just doesn’t hang well. 
There are too many dull stretches; 
acts are of a type that don’t allow 
| favorable spotting, and, save on a 
, couple of occasions, the whole thing 
is run off at a snail’s pace. 

Stanley house band, directed by 

| Dave Broudy, is on the stage to give 
| house that presentation atmosphere, 
| but it’s strictly vaude, just the same. 
| Perkins does his usual able m.c. job, 
| confining his specialty this time to a 
| single song. He misses the gal part- 
|ner he’s always had along to give 
| him some sock crossfire, but that 
| probably would have conflicted with 
| Block and Sully, and he's getting re- 
turns with the same set of gags. 
Perkins’ size and personality give 
him a head start with-an audience, 
| but he shouldn't take too many risks 
| with wornout material. 
Opening brings on Shaver and his 
| tiny-towners, Olive and George 
|Brasno, and talented half-pints 
come through on two counts of nov- 
|}elty and entertainment. Shaver at 
| the piane. using the one on the 
j (Continued on page 63) 





| stage, but it’s served up as straight | 


re aa te ate 
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VARIETIES OF 1938 


| (PARAMOUNT, NEW HAVEN) 
New Haven, Oct. 23. 


new Dave Apollon edition, then pic- 
ture house stage’ entertainment 
might just as well fold up its tent 
and join the dodo and the dinosaur. 
Here’s a unit that spells class, both 


and one that may safely be rated 
among the most expensive of the 
touring troupes. Owned and pro- 
| duced by Apollon, with David Bines 
|staging the show, the unit hops along 
jat a merry pace and intermingles 
;some flashy gowns and sets 
iseries of acts that assemble into a 
| nifty finished product. 

Recent ordinance here now allows 
previously tabooed Sunday vaude, 
and the current show is the first try 
| under the new layout. Situation 
{should help toward booking of bet- 
{ter material than formerly, as the 
Sabbath shows should boost the 
week’s take. House has been pressed 
for suitable picture product for 
some time and is leaning toward a 
once-a-month stage show policy, de- 
pending on the success of the present 
attempt. Whatever figures the bal- 
ance sheet shows this week will be 
almost entirely due to the unit, as 
film, ‘Bulldog Drummond Comes 
Back’ (Par), is a dud as far as draw 
is concerned. 

‘Varieties’ is a nicely balanced 
unit, mostly musical, but tossing in 
enough novelty (dog act and girl 
tumblers) to keep it from going 
overboard” that way. Apollon con- 
ducts the opening number, a tribute 
to George Gershwin via ‘Rhapsody 
in Blue.’ Setting, done in blue and 
silver, starts with girls appearing 
through scrim which flies to show 
femmes in sequins on a ramp plus 





'a ballet group on stage proper. It’s 


a gorgeous disvlay, being a lavish 
combo of drapes, gowns, lighting and 


terp talent. Show uses. drops 
throughout, avoiding travelers of 
any kind. 


Max and Gang, in the number two 
spot, offer a novelty act that in- 
cludes soft shoe dancing, hoop spin- 
ning, contortion by Max and a trick 
routine by his Gang, five clever 
purps, Stage goes full for Apollon’s 
string orchestra setting, with line 
girls in red and white suits for at- 
mosphere. Orch scores nicely in a 
couple of selections, line goes into a 
tap number and fades to the wings 
to make way for Lynn Sterling in 
more taps. Maxine Lewis on next 
for unit's first warbling. Diminutive 
singer delivers two numbers with all 
the punch of Clint Frank delivering 
a forward pass. Fits nicely at this 
spot and goes over well. 

Five Hollywood Co-eds (Marion 
Kirk, Jane Quinn, Lois Young, Gale 
Page, Paula Demaro) follow in a 
speedy turn that starts with some 
mike harmonizing, goes into tap spe- 
cialties and ends with a lightning 
tumbling finale. Girls look flashy in 
orange pajama outfits and land a re- 
ception. String orch in again with 
Russian melody, then line girls re- 
turn in a Congo dance rhythm in 
feathered costumes. Pretty sight and 
a nice routine as an intro for Ann 
Annavan’'s Dancers in some sterling 
adagio stuff. Three men and a girl 
offer something different in tossing 
and close with a toss to a hand-to- 
hand stand that’s a neat piece of 
work. Apollon attempts a burlesque 
interruption of this act, which would 
be better omitted. 

Apollon saved his femme clown 
Cass Daley for the ante-finis spot. 
Girl has all the Martha Raye man- 
nerisms with a few additional ones 
of her own thrown in. Shouts her 
way through three numbers, includ- 
ing a parody medley for laughs and 
a ditty with orch vocal accompani- 
ment in the ‘Minnie the Moocher’ 
style. Act went over to unit's big- 
gest applause. Finale shows line 
girls in green costumes bringing acts 
on for individual receptions and 
closes with Apollon doing spins at 
the footlights. 

Show runs 70 minutes, without a 
sag in the rapid tempo. Business 
good at opening. Bone. 





H’wood Hotel Revue 


(PALACE, CHI) 


Chicago, Oct. 23. 

This is the second edition of Harry 
Howard's unit, and it retains much 
of the production effects of the pre- 
vious one. But it doesn’t come up to 
last year’s show on real entertain- 
ment and punch. Gets away like a 
house afire and looks like it’s going 
to be a humdinger. But it has trou- 
ble with its laundry in the stretch 
and winds up trailing the field. 

It possibly isn’t fair to place the 
blame on this letdown entirely on 
the shoulders of Marty May, but 
the fact still holds that the come- 
dian is in the next-to-closing spot 
and that he does nothing to build 
the show to a climax. Something 
has happened to May. He used to 
be nearly a surefire performer and 
certainly indicated promise. 

Formerly a clean-cut, smart per- 
former, May is now doing panze 
| stuff, nose-bladder tricks and even 
|belching. He has become pretty 
|shoddy generally, and has even taken 
|to begging for applause throughout 
_his act, even though he tries to get 
‘away with it in a semi-comie man- 





Unit Reviews 


If the public doesn’t go for this 


in talent and technical production, 


with a | 





ner. Jokes are old. This is a new 
| May, and inexplicable. There is no 
|reason for this, for May really has 
| something on the ball as far as ap- 
| pearance, experience and delivery. 
But his possibilities won't matcrial- 
ize if he continues as at present, 

Three other acts in the show are 
excellent. First is Mariora, femme 
juggler, who comes through with a 
clean-cut routine with balls and the 
mouthpiece. For comedy hand-to- 
hand balancing there are Ray and 
Trent, who have been developing 
and work smoothly to get the most 
out of their routines. Are a strong 
spot in the show. 
| Best of the show on entertainment 

Hector and Pals. This dog act 
never fails to smash through when- 
ever caught, and the current appear- 
jance is no exception. Hector’s com- 
j}edy manner of handling the hounds 
| gets the audience on his side from 
| the start and he goes along for 
|} laughs and entertainment. 

Clark and Eaton are a neat little 
adagio and acrobatic team in the 
middle production number. Girl 
works well and the team can fit in 
any unit production or nitery. Rob- 
ert Barry is a warbler to lead a 
couple of numbers, while May Mc- 
Kim and the Boy Friends are a vocal 
quartet, and good enough. Del Car- 
men does a Spanish dance number. 

Five production numbers in the 
show and maybe that’s what slowssit 
down. Costuming and wardrobe are 
excellent, but the stress on the flash 
act stuff gets a bit wearisome after 
awhile. Picture is ‘Fight for Your 
Lady’ (RKO. Busines okay on the 
last show Friday. Gold. 





HAWAIIAN FOLLIES 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, Oct. 23. 

Seasonal bow of vaude in this 
house was made late this year and 
the present sked appears to indicate 
shortening of interest in flesh on the 
part of the management, rather than 
the patrons. Biz was excellent on 
the opening, but the booking sheet 
so far shows only every other week 
of three-day stands. But the idea of 

a second show is being mulled. 
Orph has been doing only so-so 
since flesh went out last spring, but 


the stage shows come back. House's 
standby pit band, led by Emanuel 
Wishnow, figured only as an opener 
and closer for Robert Bell's 
‘Hawaiian Follies,’ the first unit. 

‘Follies’ in thase other days was a 
closing act. Now it’s a whole show. 
Old time was 15 to 17 minutes, tail- 
ing the headliner, and it now runs 40 
minutes even, headliners be hanged. 
As its name indicates, it’s all strictly 
Hawaiian and as such is limited as 
an all-round entertainer. Its weak- 
ness is its strict conformity to the 
only things the islanders can do— 
play guitar, sing wacki stuff, and do 
the rolly-polly abdominal-hip motion 
which is called the hula. 

Show starts with a Hawaiian 
medley, goes into ceremonial dances 
by the four gals, and then to instru- 
mental work by five of the bovs who 
medley again from ‘Kohala March’ 
and into the Hawaiian war song. 
Royal hula, stately stuff, is offered 
by Princess Lei Lani and hotted in 
Gilda Grey style by Neki La Maka. 

Nice touch is John Kahookona, do- 
ing ‘Trees’ while strumming a bull 
fiddle. Works out classily. Maizie 
and Elaine, shaking the pineapple 
country for the only period in the 
show, do a ‘top hat’ terp, which is 
only fair. Crowd’s top is Baby Joy, 
juv. who does Mae West, ZaSu Pitts, 
Garbo, and Raye singing ‘Goody, 
Goody’ for the only laughs, and even - 
then a bit strained. Song of the 
Islands and finale. Film is ‘Hot 
Water’ (20th). Biz swell, even with 
the football team out of town. Barn, 


Hollywood Ingenues 


(STATE, KALAMAZOO) 


Kalamazoo, Oct. 23. 

All-girl band, with four other spe- 
cialty acts, this Boyle Woolfolk unit 
should hypo the Butterfield circuit 
b.o. Combo is lookable and listen- 
able. Arrangements by Harry Allen 
Stone are good, Particularly oke are 
the saxophone solo work, brass and 
the drumming. Part of the band dou- 
bles terp on a ‘Big Apple’ number 
until a little colored girl comes on 
and taps to a close. 

Band numbers, particularly the 
swingy medleys, carry wham and 
sock, production numbers providing 
the desired variety. ‘Parade of In- 
struments’ is especially good. 

Margo Bernal batons the band, 
plays the harp and vocalizes capably. 
Looker, young and personable, she 
|} could be spotlighted in the baton- 
waving more than she is. Bill Baird, 
magician, scores, as do Ted and Art 
Miller in their song and comedy 
turn, 

Sybil Roth, acro-terper, does a 
novel turn, playing the piano and 
singing while back-bending atop the 
piano. Her straight terping is strong 
enough to do a split-number, open- 
ing with ballet and acrobatic and 
finishing with acro-musical contor- 
tion. Johnny Sanna, in his ‘Monkey 
Shines’ acrobatic turn, keeps them 
bug-eyed. For closer, the band ap- 
pears on a special set in a military 
| band number, with ali acts on stave 
‘for the finale, 





has a surprising profit clientile when . 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Nov. 1) 
THIS WEEK (Oct. 25) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


chow. whether full or split week 
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RKO 


TOOTING 
Granada 
Western Bros 
Finlay & Worth 
Felovis 
TOTTENHAM 





ALBANY 
Grand (22) 
Hollywood tev 
BOSTON 
Boston (25) 
Zines Boys Co 
Loria Kids 
Morton Downey 
thers to fill) 
(21) 


Bines Boys Co 

Evers & Dolores 

Milt Douglas & P 

Wini Shaw 

LaRue & Barneit 

Cass Mack & T 

Les Golden 
CHICAGO 
Patace (29) 

Gwynne Co 

Bellit & English Co 





W & E Howard 


Sara Ann McCabe 
Richards Adrian 
Alice Kavan 
Olympic 3 
(22) 
Hotel 
Trent 


H’ wood Rev 
Ray & 
Hector 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (29) 
Fred Waring Co 
(22) 
B’way Bd Wagon 
MINNEAPOLIS 
eo = (29) 
Piay Girls 
SCHENECTADY 
Precter’s (28-36) 
Louis Russell 


Swing Harlem Sw'g 


TR 
Procter’s (29-1) 
Holiywood Rev 


Palace 
Dee & Maizie 


| Don Rice Ore 


Dudiey Dale Gang 
Van Dusen 
WANDSWORTH 
Granada 
Savoy Jr Bd 
WOOLWICH 
Granada 





| 
| 
} 





Provincial 














ALDERSHOT 
Ritz 


Levis Discoveries 

CAMBRIDGE 
Cinema 

Mexano's Bad 

Ronaid Frankau 

Stone & Lee 

Mollie & Marie 

5 Canadians 

4 Aces 

Jass & Jessje 

Deris Collett 





° Loew 


2 Rhythms 
Cliff Cook 
EDIN Bt RGH 
Royal 
Horace Goldin Co 
Jumel & Arnley 








NEW YORK CITY} Bunny Berrigan Or 


State (28) 
Lou Holtz 
Lita Carmen 
4 Step Bros 
3 Swifts 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (29) 


WASHENGTON 
Capitel (29) 


Alexander & Santos 


Jane Pickens 
Harry Rese 
Salici Puppets 


Cooke, Wells & H 
Crastonians 
Bruce & Wynne 
David Stone 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
‘Gaiety Whirl of ‘37 
Jack Anthony 
Bend Rowell 








Rokert Harbin 





TOMMY 


TRENT 


3RD WEEK 


Golden Gate 
San Francisco 
Via LEDDY & SMITH 


Jean Adrienne 
4 Brownie Boys 
Arnaud, Peggy & R 





Week of Oct. 





25 


12 John Tiller 
Mary O'Hara 
Hartley & Miller 
Trevor Watkins 
KINGSTON 
Empire 
Harry Roy Bd 
Mito 3 
Chester’s Dogs 
Howe & Young 
Leslie Lester 
3 Cuties 
Marie Wilsen 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Dampier & Carlyle 
Ki Ray & Dorothy | 
‘Playtime in Toyl'd’ 
Syd Deoley | 
| 


Girls 

















Edison & Louise 
Nelson & Hagen 
Taylor & Maree 
Neller & Clare 
Jack, Queen & K 
LUTON 
Union 
Archie Juve Bad 
Jackson & Lytton 
Leon & Lucette 
XFORD 


j 
| 
Ritx 
Billy Cotten Bd 





| Cabaret Bills 








Barney Gallant's 








Betty Bowker 








Paramount 


3 Musical Rogues 


Bertolotti’s 
Joe Hembree’s Ore 
Angel's Rhumba Bd 
Cascade Billy 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (27) 
Jane Froman 
Benny Meroff Ore 
Lewis & Van 
Arthur Murray Co 


TO? 
Metropolitan (29) 
La Lage Co 
Nelson's Elephants 
Helen Morgan 
Jimmy Savo 
Joyce Bros & D 
Ray & Naldi 

CHICAGO 
Chicage (29) 
Rosemary Dering 
Cvokie Bowers 
Oriental (29) 
H' wood Bd Wagon 








DALLAS 

Casine (30-31) 
Red Nichols Orc 
B Minevitch Boys 
Bartd & Mann 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Art Jarrett 
Lyn Murray Co 


DETROIT 
Michigan (29) 
Kay Katya & K 
Mildred Law 


Ray Huling & Seal 


4 Kraddocks 


Donatella Bros & C 
Stoopnagle & Budd 


SPRINGFIELD 
Paramount (29) 
Dave Apollon Co 


Grace Kaye 
Anne White 
Lillian Loraine 
Renee Villon 


Bill’s Gay 90's 


Ethel Gilbert 
Ann Courtney 
Spike Harrison 
Emmett Casey 
Chas King 
Margaret Padula 
Jerry White 
Henry LaMarr 
Jack Arnold 
Sid Hawkins 
Jerry Ryaa 





Caliente 


Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 








Warner 


Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 

3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 


Chateau Moderne 














NEWARK 
Branford (29) 
Ina me Hutton Ore 

Trad 
PHILADELPHIA 
tarle (29) 
Mary Smali 
Al Trahan Co 
Britt Wood 
(22) 

Ted Lewis Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (29) 
Bunny Berrigan Or 

J & J MeKenna 
Nicholas & Roberts 
Jatkie Heller 


(22) 
Johnny Perkins 
Block & Sully 
Buster Shaver Co 
Stone & Collins 
Lester Cole Co. 

WASHINGTON 
Earle (29) 
4 Ortons 
Marjorie Gainsw'rt 
Block & Sully 
sabia: ty &s 


(22) 
Fred Sylvester Co 
Britt Weod 
Neila Goodelle 





Helene Denizon Co 


Jack Monte Ore 
Maryon Dale 


Trini Plaza 
Cleb 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Blanchard 
h| Frank Froeba 
Jerry Kruger 
Jeri Withee 
Liliian Fitzgerald 
Club 52d St. 
Johnny Ringer 


Mabelle Russell 
Blondy Scott 





Independent 


Bob Alda 

Wally Wanger Co 
Joe Herbert 
Mickey Hale 
Bernice Horton 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (29) 
Al Claire & P 
Jue Fong 
Fredericks & Lane 
Gifiord & Pearl 
Toby Wing 
6 Lucky Boy 
INDIAN APOL 1s 
Kelth’s (29) 
Blackstone Co 
uyrie (29) 
Don Zeleya 
Pansy the Horse 
Dr Hoffman 
Bredwins 


Mile Lorraine 
Hahn & DeNegre 
Det Miller Co 


Tower (29) 
Stanley Bros 


Morey Amsterdam 
MEMPHIS, 
Orpheum (29-2) 
Major Jerome 
Bud & Buddies 





Sid Page Co 


KANSAS CITY, MO 


Henri Therrien Co 


TENN. 


Whitey Foberts Co 
Shanghai Wing Tr 


Club Gaucho 
Los Gauchos Ore 
Pedro 
Rita Renaud 
Chiquita 
Marita 
Nina 
Di Norak 

Club Normandie 
Buddy Wagner 
Joan Hill 

Club Yumurt 
Eliseo Grenet Orc 
Rosita Oriega 
Diosa Costella 
Manchito 








London 


Felipe De Flores 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 

Nicholas Bros 
Tip, Tap & Toe 








Week of Oct. 


Astoria D. H.,. 
Fred Brezin 
Canterbury M. H. 

Ist half (25-27) 
3 Ragamuflins 
Brent & Layne 

2d half (28-30) 
Elitotts 
Will Ray & Pitnr 

Dominion 
Troise Mandoliers 
Carleton Emmy 
Truzzi 
CAMDEN TOWN 

Gaumont 
3 Matas 
Louis Almaer 
Fred Brezin 

CLAPTON 

Rink 
Dee & Maizie 
Dudley Dale Gang 
Van Dusen 

EAST HAM 

Granada 





Phileo 4 
Cingalese 


25 


EDMONTON 
Empire 
Phileo 4 
Cingalese 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Van Dock 
Pointer 3 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half (25-27) 
Elliotts 
With Ray & Ptnr 
2a half (28-30) 
3 Ragamuffins 
Brent & Layne 
LEWISHAM 


Palace 
Al Sandler 3 


SHEPH’RDS BUSH 


Pavilion 
Van Deck 
Pointer 3 
STREATHAM 
e 
Al Sandler 3 


Avis Andrews 
Tramp Bd 
Vodery’s Jubileers 
Chocalateers 
Teddy Hale 
Tondeleyo 
Dynamite Hooker 


E! Chice 


Don Alberto Gre 
Velano & Vechas 
Nuri Sis 

Pepita Lucientas 
Sevillanas 
Rudolf d’Avalos 
Las Guarecitas 


El Dorado 
Cass Hagen Ore 
Freddie Bernard 
Al Mardo 
Mildred Meredith 
Martin Barneit 
Kay Parsons 
Mack Pepper 
Bassett & Bailey 

Fl Toreader 
Don Juan Ore 
Fausto be Igado 
Teddy Rodrigue, 








Consuelo Flowerton 


Ore 


Ore 


NEW YORK CITY 


Cortes & Maida 

Ricardo De Caro 

Titi & Pellin 
French Casine 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Lou Breese Orc 
Les Aurette 

B.I and BI 
Lind Carenzio 
Corinne 
Dormende Bros 
Irene Helda 
Herman Hyde Co 
Les Juvelys 
Lilyan, Dania, Malo 


Lucienne & Ashour| 


Ketty Mara Co 
Les Menchiassi 
Les Robenis 
Roberton 
Germaine Roger 
Nico Roschin 
Carmen Torres 

Frolies 
Ralph Watkins Ore 
Lou Holtz 
Manya Roberti 
Jerry & Turk 
Bobby Short 
Jean Kirk 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 


Alberto Malenga Or 
Frank Mct‘ormack 
Ruth Kidd 

Valerie Dumont 
Madelyn White 
Louise Bryden 


—_ T proar 
House 

Erskine Hawkins Or 
Socarras Bd 
Bobby Evans 
Eddit Smith 
Vlasa Sextette 
Reo & Curley 
Spoons Brown 
Bubbles Wilson 
Yelma Middleton 
Willie Jackson 
Loucey Lane 
Wilton Crawley 


Havavta-Madrid 
Nilo Menendez Ore 
Jose Manzaneres 
Mercedes Co 
Antonita 
Juan Martinez 
Consuelo Moreno 
Clara & Alberto 
7 Senoritas 
Esperanza Tris 
Jeronime Villarino 
Cesar Tapia 
Carlos Vivian 

Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
3 Peppers 
Adele Girard 
H'lyw'd Res! aurani 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
tf Jelesnick Orc 
NTG Rev 
Joey Ray 
Mells, Kirk & H 


Hotel Ambassador 
Larry Siry Ore 
Hotel Belmont- 
nea 
Val Olman Ore 
Kthel Shutta 
Hotel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Bob McCoy 
Larry Cotton 
Lysbeth Hughes 


Hetel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Will McCune Orc 
Hotel Commodore 

Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Edythe Wright 
3 Esquires 
dack Leonard 
Lee Castaldo 


Hote) Edison 





| Richard Himber 


Billy Swanson Ore 
Hetel Kasex House 
Or 
J & E Vernon 


| Virg 


| Nat 


| Duchin 


| Paul & G 


| Ea 


' 
Harry 











| Alice Marion 


Elise Graves 


| Stuart ee 


Roliini 

Hotel Peles Clinton 

Phil D’Arey Ore 
Hotel Lincoln 

Isham Jones Ore 


| Noll & Nolan 


Hetel McAtpin 


| J Messner Ore 


Jeanne D'Arcy 
Gonzales & Mennen 
Hotel New Yorker 
Glenn Gray Orc 
Pope & Frick 
Duke & Noble 
Hotel Park Centrat 
Jerry Blaine Orc 
Harry Spear 
(astaine & Barrie 
Gaby 
Martey & Elsa 
inia Gibson 
Hotel Piecadilly 
Jeno Bartal Orc 
Hotei Pierre 
Brandwynne Or 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Betct Plaza 
Ore 
Paul Draper 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
tudolf Friml Ore 
falph Rogers Ore 
Holland & Hart 
Hildegarde 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Hwie: save, -finen 
Bivile Pett) Ore 
pans Fiske 
Lew Parkerson 
Hetel St. George 
(Broektiya) 
Eli Dantzig 
Heiei St. Meritz 
Erwin Kent Ore 
Ralph Gonzales Orc 
laire Vermonte 
Betty & F Roberts 
Hotel St. Regie 


Ore 


weil Coleman Ore 


Lois Blliman 


Moiel Taft 


ftall Ore 
Dawn 


Rotel Wuldert- 
Astoria 
Reisman Bad 
Hartman 
Symington 


Butot 


Geo, 


Dolly 


Leo 
Eve 


Wellington 
Mavehoff Ore 
International Casine 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Yascha Bunchuk Or 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Calgary Bros 
Artini 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Maurice & Crance 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Kit Kat Cleb 
Peg Leg Bates 
Larue 


Eddies Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 

la Conga 
Pancho Ore 
RKamon Littee Bd 
Hilda Salazar 
Havana 3 
Panchito Riser 


Le Coq Rouge 


Jose Redriquez Ore 
George Sterney Ore 


Mirage 
Horton Ore 
Diaz & Lawton 
(Girace Morgan 
John Beck 
Rajah Raboid 
Ruth Tong 
Sing Trio 

Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 
Iris Adrian 
James Keogan 
Royal Duo 
Haines Tate & 8 
Bddie Davis 
Mary Burton 
Burnett & Watt 
Alfredo & Dolores 
Hawaiian 4 

Little Old New York 


Joe Howard 
Eddie Leonard 


Kall 
Bruz Fletcher 
Charles Lawrence 
Meverly Wilshire 
Nick Cochran 
3 Debutantes 
Muzzy Marcelleno 
Aegie Auld 
Ted FiokKito Ore 
Bilimere Bow) 


lintmiv Crier Ore 
Julie Gibson 

The Stapletons 
Glen Pope 

Jan Rubini 

3% Biltmorettes 
Delores & Andre 
Dick Webster 

3 Rhythm Rascais 
Cafe International 
Johany Taylor 
Bernard Bradley 
Landry & Johnson 
Karl & F Robinson 
(iirl Revue 











| 
| 
| 
} 





Jim Lunceford Or 
Cale tla Maze 

Park Ave Boys 

Sian Clare Ore 
Club Hawali 

Chariie Borne 

Carol Rich 

Barbara Back 
tecounut Greve 

Raron & Blair 

Al Bernie 

Cyril Smith 

Rudy Vallee Orc 
Cosme Club 

Camly Candido 

June Love 

Elinor Troy 
bameus Deo 

Bddie Beal 

Louie Prima 

Hawaiian Paradine 


Sot Brights Ore 
Maddie Bush Ore 
Satini Tuai Loa 
Sel Hoopi Orc 
Wanda 

Little Club 
Jane donee 
raul Kendall 


Gladys Bagwell 
Rose Valyda 





Lea Barbary 
Arthur Behin 
Bob Millikin 
Chet Dougherty 
Merry -Go- Round 
Al Apollon Orc 
Mirador 


Phil Romano Ore 
Bobby Gilbert 
Armando & Fieur'’te 
Roy Sedley 
Ruth Denning 
Danny Rogers 
Jean & Gloria 
Margie Hart 
Mori’s 

Lou Ferris Ore 

The Oaks 


Al Lambs Orc 

Tommy Lyman 

Gene Archer 
Paradise 


Jay Freeman Ore 
Lucile Johnson 
Diamond Bros 
Georgie Tapps 
Readinger 2 
Place Elegante 
Larry Maddi Orc 
Bill Farrell 
Helen Cagle 
Jack Rose 
Toto Canglosi 
Mario Basini 
Queen Mary 
Joe Webb Orc 
Valerie Dumont 
Bernice Horton 


Ray Jones 
Rainbow Grill 
Eddy Rogers Orc 


Helen Myers 

Glover & LaMae 

Patricia Ryan 
Rainbew Keom 


Al Donahvwe Orc 
Eddie LeBaron Orc 
Duretle Alexander 
Sheila Barrett 
Dario & Diane 
Senator Ford 
Biviers 
Howard Lally Orc 
Eva Ortega 
Charlies Wright 
Bass Bros 
4 New Yorkers 
Russian Art 
Yasha Datsko Orc 
Anna Kouznetzova 
Mara 
Sinda Voella 
Alex Bolshakoff 
Eli Spivack 
Zachar Martinoff 
Russian Bear 
Cosrya Krumin 
Karlo 
Lonya Kalbouss 
Elena Slavnaia 
Nicholai Grushko 
Julian Altman 
Ivan Korniloff 
Russian Kretchma 
Nicholas Matthey Or 
Michel Michon 
Nadia Ludova 
Volodia Katov 
Marusia Sava 
Simeon Karavaefft 


Sterk Club 


W Feldkamp Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 
Vorsalties 
M Bergere Orc 
Val Ernie Orc 
Gomez & Winona 
Gali-Gali 
Mark Plant 
Voodoo 
Voodoo Dancers 
Roy Recter 
Billy Haywood 
Cliff Allen 
Whirling Top 
Fran Craven 
Musical Tops (3) 
Honey Johnson 
Wivel 
Bob Asen Ba 
Arline Whitney 
Evelyn Nesbitt 
Bob Lee 
Ginger Sutton 
Continental 3 
Yacht Club 
Eddie Elkins Ore 
Frances Faye 
Siboney 4 
Henny Youngman 
Rose Blaine 
Tiny Wolf 
Bert Frohman 
Peggy Seel 
Antobal's Cuban 4 


LOS ANGELES 


Omar’s Dome 
George Redman Orc 
Elmer 
Ruth Mone 
Hardy & Werner 
Kathlyn Miller 
Dorothy Black 
Pacific Sunset Club 
George & Nanctte 
Fredri'kea Beaubein 
Dolores Del Ray 
Buddy LaRue 
Al Heath Ore 

Palomar 
Kay Weber 
Busy B 
Billy Burt 
Mole & Jesta 
Bob Crosby's Ore 
Hudson Metzger Gls 
Varls tno 
Frank Sortino Orc 
vPominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 


The Blus Cls Rev 
Henry Monct 
Marguerite Lewis 


Thora Matttiurson 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 
Seven Seas 
Lily Gibson 
Honotutu lhancers 
Jimmy Lewell Co 
Semerset House 
Janet Jordan 
Somerset Swing 
Swing Club 
Nan Blackstone 
4 Squires 
Hal Brown 
Frankie Gallagher 
Swing Club Giri Rev 
Dorothy Roberts 
3 Robert Bros 
Fred Thompson Ore 


Bu 


Topay's 
Alice Hulett 
Judy Lane 


Pat O'Shea 
Chuck Fody 
Arnold Sis 
Barney Lind 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Jolson 


Or 





Trecadero 
Garwood Van Or« 














CHICAGO 


Biackhawk 
Kay Kayser Ore 
Virginia Sims 
Sully Mason 
Harry Babbitt 

Chez Paree 


Benny Fields 
Georgas & Jalna 
Gracie Barrie 
Dolly Arden 
Sunny Rice 
Rosita Royce 
Henry Busse Ore 
Colosimes 


Bob Tinsley 
Roscoe Ails 
Inga Borg 
Mile Zee Zee 
Ashley & Ware 
Gladys Crane 
Nina Rinaldo Ore 
Club Alabam 
Harriet Norris 
Skippy & Marie 
Effie Barton 
Chet Robinson 
Dave Unell 
Eddie Perry 
Paramount 3 
Club Paramount 


Harry Vernon 
Mile Jeanne 
Sonia 


Rose Catalina 
Haxton & Harvey 
Mildred Kelly 
Joe Mussi 
Gay 9's 
Lew King 
‘Marne’ 
Marion Parker 
Colleen 
Emmet Vance Ore 
Merry’s N. Xk. 
Cabaret 
Chas Engles 
Jack Irving 
Dorethy Wahl 
Margie Kelly 
Florence Barlow 
Art Buckley 
Al Wagner 
Read Hoffman 
Mildred Rock 
Dorothy Johnston 


Ore 


Hi-Het 
Armida 
Willie 
Cheri 
S 


Shore 
Notes 


Hote! Bismarck 

(Walnut Reom) 
Fddie Varzos Ore 
Louise Glenn 
DiGatanos 

Hotel Brevoert 
Jaros Sis 


Earl Smith 
Commedore Duo 
Joe Parlate 


Prake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Koom) 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Grand Terrace 
Ada Brown 
Earl Hines 
Geo D Washington 
Al & Anise 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


ote 
(Marine Room) 
Orville Tucker Orc 
Bailey Sis 
Bonnie Baker 


Hotel Paimer House 
(Empire Koom) 

The DeMarcos 

Alexander Gray 

Wayne King Ore 

Pierce & Harris 
Cossacks 

| Fred Craig 

| 4 Aristocrats 

Abbott Dancers 


Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 
| Frankie Masters Or 
Jackie Heller 
| Jfoonna Dae 
Ahearn Bros 
(has Carrier 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Reem) 
Sande Williams Ore 
Music Hall Boys 
Pierres& Temple 
Covert & Reed 
Carlos Molina Orc 
Jerry McGinty 
Herbert Dexter 
Irene St. Clair 
Marya & Martin 
Koyale Frelics 
Mark Fisher Ore 
sid Tomack 
teis Bros 
Karre LeBaron 3 
I‘rances McCoy 
Sinclair Sis 
LeRoy & Sharp 
Naney Healy 
Jack Hilliard 
The Rose Bowl 
Bernard & Henri 
Pixie Painter 
| Joy Glynn 
Ane Bolen 
Billy Secoett Ore 
Yacht Club 


Oshins & Lessy 
Major, Sharpe & M 
| Bill Blake 

Jerrie Withee 
Irving, Steele & R 
Ted Cook Orc 











PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Rochell & Rinata 
Marie Little 
Catherine Smith 
Johnny Graff Ore 

Arcadia int'l 


Milton Kellem Orc 
Don Renaldo Ore 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
Rosaleen & Seville 
Park & Ctifford 
Howard Nichols 
Mildred King 
Marshalls 
Kee 
Judge 
Aronomink Farme 
Dick Thomas 
Gladys Jean 
Don Rodgers 
Jackie Valentine 
Bill Donaghue Orc 
Bala Inn 
Manny 
Barritz Cafe 
Joe Reilly 
Miller & Millard 
Doris Fields 
Dan Anton Ore 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Koom) 


Meyer Davis Ore 


Ben Franklin Hate! 
(Georgian Room) 
Leo Zollo Ore 

Dick Barton 

Joe Neary 


3 Melody Blenders 
Benny the Bum’s 


Deloyd McKay 
Benny's Swingsters 
Betty Benson 
Serge Flash 
Sue Ryan 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Bobby Baxter 
H Carrol Gis (12) 
LeRoy & Weaver 
Betty Lane 
Pola Borgia 
Ray Oliver 
Roxyettes 
Cafe Metropole 
(Camden) 
Bernie Berle Ore 
Cedarwoed Ina 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Clarenee Mich Ore 
Franky Schluth 
Warren Thomas 
Devere Sis 
Clab 15 
Frank Swanee 
Kathryn Case 
Eton Sis 
Dolly Nixon 
Frank Matthews O1 
Judy Garland 
Chez Mario 
James Craig 
Melba Beaudreaux 
Jean Vickers 
Patsy Clancy 
Mario Villani 
€elony Ciub 
Jackie May 
Harry Adair 
Marianne 
Tooty Tate 
Billy Rochette 
May Hawes 
Mona Reed 
Bebe Allen 
Lorene Rhoda 
Embassy Club 
Helen Benton 
Grace Manners 
Pedro Blanco Or« 


ore 


| Helen Heath 


Warwick Sis 
Kdith Roark 
Gloria Mausier 
Jeanne Kelly 
Evelyn Burgess 
cliftt Hall 
Evergreen Casine 
Henry May Ore 
Tom Barry 
Helaine Wyone 
Eddie Lang 
Helaine & lbon'lds 


| June Collins 


Doris Winston 


LaPorte Or | 


1523 Lecust 

tubb’r Legs Will’ms 
Mercie Marquez 
Onie Potter 
Patsy Evans 
Lulu Maye 
Bubbles Shelby 
Jane Farrar 
Linda Rae 
Sam Woods Orc 
Swing Kings Ore 
Honey Brown 

Henri’s 


Dorothy Bach 
Conrad & Leona 
Chas Verna Orc 


Hotel Adelphia 

(Cafe Marguery) 
Bob. Roltner 
Joe Frasette Ore 
Don Cummings 
Betty Kean 
Frank Gaby 
Meore & Revel 
Carlton & Sholita 
5 Jansileys 
Floridians Ore 
Agnes Tolle 


Lambs Tavere 


Larry Meli Ore 
Little Ruathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Marty Bohn 

Nancy Lee 

Marie Shaffer 
Mayo & Sheridan 
Thelma Shearon 
Norman Marton 
Lillian Bewman 


Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick 
Mae Mack 
Margie March 
Mary Loftus 
Doris Donnelly 
Kay Kirk 
Marriot’s Ore 


Palumbe’s 
Kddie Thomas 
Marionettes 
Bobby Morro Ore 
Maurice & Rodell 
Lee & Lamont 
Snowball 
Frankie Richardson 


Kitz-Cariton 
(Crystal Room) 

Van Levis Ore 

31 Club 
Gene Osborne 
A! Frisco Ore 
tilly Safford 
Lindsley Sis 
Tex Hendrix 
George Oliver 
lou & Willie 


Russian Kretchma 

Sonya Kotliarskaya 

Gypsy Rita 

Gregory Dnestroff 

Yorha Kogossov 

Koly 

Teva Gorodetsky 
Silver Lake Inn 

(Clementon) 

Bill Honey Ore 

; Bern Challis 

| Ed Riekard 

Walton & Joan 

Henrietta Boyd 

Honey Sis 

26th Ceatary Tavern 
lou Longo Orc 

Powers Girls (5) 

Watson Sis 

Ted Pike 

Beth Calvert 

Ruth Watson 

Parrish Cafe 

| Frankie Fairfax Or 
Irene Bateese 

| Ola Wright 

| Shin Bones & F 

| 3 Parisettes 

| Hutkin’s Kathskette: 
Steppe Carlos 

| Dorothy Winters 

Andre Faye 

Pat Marsh 

| Dally Vaughn 

| Victor Nelson Ore 

| ‘rank Ponti 


























Stamp’s Cafe 
Rella Belmont 
Vie Earlson 
De Carlos & D 
George & Joan 
Jacqueline Herman 
Cleo Valenteen 
Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Braslow Orc 

Streets of Paris 
Len Parker Orc 
Mildred Barth 
Betty Herman 
Rita Roberts 
Deana Johnson 
Billy Robinson 
Betty Lynch 

1214 Club 
Francis Faye 
Satch & Satchell 
Helen Shaw 
Jimmy Blake 

21 Club 
Tommy Monroe 
Sally La Marr 
Corlies & Palmer 
Ann Rush 
Doris Reed 
Marion Kingston 
Richard Bach 
Melody Blenders 3 
Jean Riceardi Orc 

Venice Grille 
Bob Ridley 
Gizella Valfy 
Jewell Elia 
Fay Kay 
Marty Barton Ore 

Viking <‘‘afe 
Billy Callahan 





—— 
es 


Leonard Cooke 
Grace O'Hara 
Frank Sprin.cmag 
Peggy Shieids 

Pen Raymend 
Puggy O'Neill 

Al Shoemaker 
Whitey Verillo Ore 


Walton Root 
Raye, Prince & @ 
Karl Denny Ore 
John & FE Chadw’k 
8 Mademoiselles 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Louls Chalkin Ore 

Ray Miller 
Birdland 

Marjorie Lane 
Moe Glatt 

Len Sarner 

Int'l lostrumental 3 
lise Hart 

liugo Klee 

Sid Golden 
Freddie Swift 
Kldoradians 
Carmen D' Antonie 


Ubangi Cloub 
Doc Hyder Ore 
Valda Hatton 
Taps & Joe 
Victoria Vigal 
Smiles & Smiles 
Blanche Saunders 
Chuck Thompson 


Yorktown Tavern 


Bill Bilger Ore 
lou Foster 








Osterman 





cated, 
reelected. 


Personally, 


Be Right,’ 


each other.’ 


Paul Small took 


on the table! 


drab, colorless, 


Holtz. 


of weeks. 


versary Week. 


can’t tell.. 
new circuit...a 
Jessel week.. 


last half.. 


But, on the 





Edwards.. 


Sidney seemed to be 
Loew’s State of mind, Harry was 
talking of his candid camera and 
Paul Small occupied the other three 
chairs. Paul’s a great fellow to have 
in a night club in case the ringside 
tables aren’t filled. If we had a spot 
and saw him coming in, we'd put 
him on the floor and put the show 





(Continued from page 4) 





But to get back to Broadway, and 
we'll be there any minute now, 
are looking forward to being back 
for the election and we, 
guy who isn’t politically well edu- 
would like to see 
..We think he 
chance to finish building 


we 
for one 
LaGuardia 


deserves a 
New York. 


while driving through 
N. Y. State we found several orphan 
parkways that we gave names to, 
but can’t print them. 

Cohan and Harris 

Also we are happy we will be 
here for the opening of ‘I'd Rather 
where two partners re- 
unite once more, and we think it’s 
swell for George M. Cohan to give 
Sam Harris another chance. 

While driving through the Catskills 
we asked someone how conditions 
were and he answered, “Things are 
so tough the hermits are living with 


We dropped into the new Yacht 
Club, a cozy room with life pre- 
servers surrounding you in case you 
go overboard when the check is 
presented. The table next to us was 
empty for a few moments until Sid- 
ney Piermont, Harry Rosenthal and 


possession of it. 
in a good 


Squawking About Billing 
Incidentally we were happy to see 
our name in the Variety index last 
week, even if we were listed under 
Obituary...of course we could 
change our name back to Rosenthal 
but don’t want to infringe on Harry 
Rosenthal, who has spent years de- 
veloping a band under that moniker. 
We are certainly glad October is 
nearing an end, October is such a 
empty month...it 
has about as much personality as 
a night club owner paying off Lou 
Personally we have nothing 
definite in mind for the next couple 
We have had several of- 
fers from different places but have 
definitely decided to hold out for 
$1,000 a week. We figure that from 
now on if the check is going to be 
bad, we want it to be BIG and BAD! 
A Salute to Eddie Cantor 

We would like seriously to con- 
gratulate Eddie Cantor on the great 
honors being bestowed 
during this, the Eddie Cantor Anni- 
When we were 15 
years old Eddie was in the ‘Follies’ 
and wrote our first monolog. 
gave us some of his best gags and 
started us on the right path and now 
that he is on the radio we can’t 
blame him for taking them back. 
Eddie Canter Week at least adds one 
more full week to someihing.. 


upon him 


He 


.You 


.it might start an entire 
Jolson 
.a split week for in- 
stance, the first half. 


week. ..a 


..Jack Pearl. 


.Bert Lahr, breaking your 
jump to David Warfield for a month. 
level, 
daughter a day for five personals, 
and Saturday and Sunday should be 
devoted to his charming wife, Ida... 
We congratulate them all and con- 
gratulate those who thought up the 
idea of giving a swell guy his flowers 
while he can smell 
though we have no idea of the ar- 
rangements for the big dinner, we 
think the toastmaster should be Gus 
.don’t you? 


Eddie has a 


‘em, and, al- 
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Rockefellers Dropped $250,000 On 


Virginia ; Center Remains Problem 


+ 


Closing of ‘Virginia’ at the Center, 
N. Y., last Saturday (23) again classi- 
fies the house as the ‘problem thea- 
tre’ of Radio City. Center, a 3,381- 
seater, is expected to continue as a 
legiter but it is questionable whether 


the Rockefeller interests will again 
produce, ‘Virginia’ was their first 
presentation although they were 
heavily involved. in ‘The Great 
Waltz,’ first operetta in the house 
and to a lesser degree in ‘White 
Horse Inn,’ last season. 


‘Virginia’ represents a loss of ap- 
proximately $250,000, of which about 
$75,000 was consumed in operation. 
Closing of the show means that 350 
persons are out of jobs, 


One of the factors believed to 
have been contributory to the failure 
of ‘Virginia’ was the uninspired 
book of the play, It is denied that 
the Rockefellers required the story 
be written around the town of Wil- 
liamsburg, Va., where they expended 
$5,000,000 in rehabilitating the his- 
toric spot. However neither Lau- 
rence Stallings nor Owen Davis are 
musical show writers. Same goes for 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble who revised 
the show recently. 


Report that the Center would be 
razed if the show did not click is 
discounted, House is open for 
propositions but most of those made 
were hooked up with the idea that 
Rockefellers participate in the back- 
ing. ; 

Reported that the Shuberts are 
eyeing the Center with the possibility 
of spotting ‘The Three Waltzes’ there. 
Popular priced grand opera is also 
mentioned. 


ABANDONED ‘MIRACLE’ 
COST CHAPPELL $15,000 


It cost Delos Chappell around 
$15,000 to abandon ‘Father Malachy’s 
Miracle. The Denver socialite who 
is an occasional Broadway producer 
decided to withdraw it after a run- 
through of the play. After that ac- 
tion there was some doubt whether 
Chappell would rescind the notices 
to the cast, but ‘Miracle’ was defi- 
nitely off his hands late last week 
when the players were paid off. Two 
other managers are said,to have ex- 
pressed interest in the play. 


Understood that Chappell had been 
advised by friends not to present 
the Bruce Marshall story which was 
dramatized by Brian Doherty on the 
grounds that it might offend the 
church. Manager sent the script to 
certain clerical dignatories but ob- 
tained no definite opinion, General 
tone of the churchmen’s comment 
was that it doesn’t matter so much 
what is said by the characters, but 
the way it is said, 

Most of the loss on ‘Miracle’ was 
in the pay-off to the actors, who re- 
ceived in all, $10,000. Al Shean came 
from the Coast to play the lead un- 
der a guarantee of four weeks. The 
others received two weeks salaries. 


A private performance of ‘Miracle’ 
Was given at the St. James Monday 
(25) evening when Lee Shubert, 
several people from the Theatre 
Guild and others attended. Show- 
ing was made with the idea that an- 
other management would take over 
the play. On hand too was a staff 
member of a Catholic weekly who is 
reputed to have said he saw no rea- 
son why the church would object to 
the piece, if minor changes were 
made. 


Peter Gerald’s 100%er 


‘Thank You, Mrs. Bryant,’ being 
readied by Dr. Saul C. Colin, is a 
virtual monopoly for author, Peter 
Gerald, who will also star in the play 
and direct it under the label, Peter 
Godfrey, Play is due in next month. 

Although denied, it is also reporied 
that he is the angel. 

















Picket a Crick? 





Cast for a forthcoming legit 
production is understood to be 
preparing a ‘reception’ for a 
drama critic from the Brooklyn 
Eagle should one appear at the 
opening. 

Action in sympathy with the 
strikers is planned, with the 
cast refusing to go on with the 
show if any writer for the pa- 
per is recognized in the audi- 
ence. 











~ AUTO SHOW 
FOR JOBS 


Seeking additional fields of em- 
ployment for its box office members 
the Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union is slated to give its 
first demonstration in that direction 
today (27) -by picketing Grand Cen- 
tral Paiace, N. Y., where the annual 
automobile show opens. Decline in 
the number of legit and passing of 
most vaudeville theatres has result- 
ed in many ticket sellers being able 
to get but occasional jobs, usually 
sporting events. Union takes the po- 
sition that its jurisdiction includes 
any place or attraction where tickets 
of admission are sold. 


The Burns detective agency han- 
dles all types of shows and exhibi- 
tions conducted at the Palace, staff- 
ing the building from ticket sellers 
to guards. Union delegation called 
on the Burns office with the idea of 
making a deal whereby its treas- 
urers would be employed in the 
ticket booths. Agency flatly de- 
clined, 

Last winter when the bowling con- 
gress was held at a New York 
armory, the TMAT picketed the spot 
and won a quick victory, several of 
its members getting the ticket jobs. 
That move started the regeneration 
of the union which was dormant for 
about eight years. An organization 
wave set in and some 300 box office 
men and women joined the union. 

Clarence Jacobson, who organized 
the treasurers for the union, re- 
signed last Sunday as its business 
agent. He explained that his duties 
with the Short Plays theatre, which 
he started with Jack Dillon, would 
not leave sufficient time for him to 
devote to the union. He remains on 
the board, however. 

Theodore (Teddy) Mitchell plans 
leaving the WPA so that he can be 
more active as the union’s head. 


Lambs Re-Elect Gaxton; 
Set Plans for Gambol 


Immediately following the election 
last .week of William Gaxton as 
Shepherd of the Lambs for a second 
year, it was announced that a pub- 
lic Gambol and dinner dance would 
be held at the Waldorf-Astoria Dec. 
4 with Robert L. Hague chairman. 














An installation show will be held at 
|the club Nov. 7, that being a try- 
| out of material to be used at the 
hotel event. 

Other officers were also re-elected: 
Fred Waring, Boy; M. S. Taylor, cor- 
responding secretary; Raymond Peck, 
secretary, and J. C. Cuppia, treas- 
urer, New regulation makes living 
ex-Shepherds directors, they being 
| Frank Crumit, R. H. Burnside and 
| A. O. Brown, Named to the board 
|for three years: Earl Benham, Ed- 
ward Clark Lilley, Arthur Pierson, 
io Hayden and John McCamus. 
| 





George M. Cohan is honorary Collie 
land Joseph P. Kennedy honorary 
| chairman. 


TMAT PICKETS 








MANY DARI EAA Unstamped Legit Ticket Convictions 
Indicate Government Will Collect 


Beat! GOUNGIL 


Special Session Called to 
Iron Out Many Entangle- 
ments Precipitated by In- 
ter-Unions in New Four 
A’s Setup—Chorus Mer- 
ger Stymied 


OTHER TANGLES 





Special meeting of Equity’s coun- 


cil was held Friday (22) for the} 
express purpose of bringing about 


unity within the organization. Some | 
leaders believed that too many dif- 
ferences had arisen and that Equity 
should put its house in order. For 
that reason the council sat as a 
committee of the whole. 


Rapid changes in the realignment | 


| of the actor union set-up and the 
| formation of new unions within the 


Four A's resulted in a situation re- 
quiring clarification. Absence of 
Frank Gillmore for five weeks is 
partly contributable to the apparent 
muddle. 


The council okayed the changes 
such as the re-formation of the 
Four A’s which is expected to domi- 
nate the chartered unions, also the 
forming of the new radio union. Yet 
there are councillors who on the 
outside challenge the wisdom of or- 
ganizing new artist unions instead 
of making them branches of Equity, 
but are not reported having voiced 
such objection on the floor. 


Those critics point out that the 
Screen Actors Guild with its large 
membership, and the Federation of 
Radio Artists which has 4,000 mem- 
bers and expects to have 7,000 be- 
fore the eend of the year, have 
rather put Equity in the back seat, 
legit branch having around 2,000 
paid up membership. In answer to 
that argument it is pointed out that 
Equity tould not organize Holly- 
wood but the SAG did, also same 
premise would apply to the present 
organizing of the radio field. 

Equity Strong As Ever 

Administration leaders are heads 
of the Four A’s and contend that 
Equity’s position is as strong as ever, 
if not more so. At Friday’s session 
there seemed to be agreement that 
all the actor union groups could and 
would be unified with Gillmore as 
the executive director of the Four 
A’s. How differences of opinion could 
be obviated was not touched upon. 

Gillmore probably will move from 
Equity’s headquarters late this week, 
his tenure in the re-created Four 
A’s starting next Monday (1). He 
will share offices with Paul Turner, 
Equity attorney and also lawyer for 
the Four A’s. Paul Dulzell, the ex- 
ecutive secretary-treasurer, will take 
over most of Gillmore’s duties, latter 
remaining as the titular president 
of Equity. Dulzell’s resignation, 
which is dated for Jan. 1, will not 
affect his status as acting head of 
the legit group. 

Reported that Gillmore expressed 
himself as glad to shed the details 
called for as head of Equity. He 
figures that the new post will not 
be as exacting, what with the many 
meetings within and outside of the 
association that he has been called 
on to attend or preside over. By 
leaving the Equity office he too will 
not have to ‘take it’ from the oppo- 
sition which flares up every now and 
then. 


Proposal that Equity absorb the | 


Chorus Equity Association is a move 
which cannot be completeed for some 
time, if plan is agreed on. Chorus 
is not merely a branch as generally 
believed because its officers are the 
same as those topping Equity. It is 
a separate identity, a chartered 
union within the Four A's. The 
charter would have to be turned 








back, and that could not be done 
unless so voted for by members of 
Chorus Equity, which has about 600 
paid up members, 

The constitution of Equity would 
have to be changed to permit the 
inclusion of the chorus for which a 











Free Rides 


Stunt pulled in Boston recent- 


ly furnished the considerable 
show crowd with a laugh. It 
was known that ‘You Can't 


Take It With You’ sold out Co- 
lumbus Day matinee in advance 
at the Plymouth. A fleet of 
taxis was lined up in front of 
that theatre, drivers yelling that 
rides to the Copley where ‘Room 
Service’ is playing would be 
free. 

‘Can't’ management said that 
wasn’t cricket and the taxi thing 
was discontinued by the ‘Ser- 





~ 





vice’ bunch. 





EQUITY NIXES 


PAUL DULZELL 
RESIGNATION 


notified Equity’s council of his in- 
notified Equity’s council of his with- 
clination on the eve of stepping in 
as acting head of the association, 
with Frank Gillmore leaving to as- 
sume active leadership of the Four 
A’s, was declined of acceptance at 
the council session yesterday (26). 


It was known there was a strong 
sentiment in the council favoring 
Dulzell’s continuance with the as- 
sociation. He requested two weeks 
during which time he may reconsider 
walking. 

Executive secretary-treasurer had 
spoken his mind about the appoint- 
ment of Edith L. Christianson as 
successor of Dorothy Bryant, leader 
of Chorus Equity. Result was an 
attempt to pass a resolution of cen- 
sure at last week’s council session. 

The move was defeated by a nar- 
row margin, it was reported, but the 
incident did not apparently disturb 
Dulzell, who then affirmed his inten- 
tion of leaving Equity. It has been 
apparent that since Gillmore’s ap- 
pointment to the Four A’s post, the 
opposition group in the association 
has been taking pot shots at Dulzell. 
Opposish declared they would ease 
him out, 

Dulzell however stated his reasons 
for resigning were not related to the 
opposition. The Christianson inci- 
dent was the decider he inferred, 
because of her CIO affiliation. Miss 
Christianson stated she did not care 
which labor group she worked for, 
being primarily interested in or- 
ganizing the unorganized. Her prin- 
cipal assignment in the new post will 
be to bring choruses of night clubs 
and out of town presentation houses 
into the Chorus Equity Association. 


Gaige’s London Trio 


Crosby Gaige is negotiating for the 
American rights to iwo J. B. Priest- 
ley plays, now current in London, 
and a third imminent. They are: 
‘Time and the Conways,’ and ‘I Have 
Been Here Before.’ Third was pro- 
duced in Bradford last month, titled 
‘I Am a Stranger Here,’ but title will 
probably be changed. 

Deal due to be set within a few 





| days, as contracts are already drawn. 
| 





separate division would have to be 
created. Difference in dues and en- 
trance requirements are among the 
angles to be ironed out. CEA, too, 
is financially strong for such a body, 
having a surplus of $125,000, most of 
which invested so that it could be 
easily turned into cash. That coin 
has never been included in Equity’s 
surplus because technically it can- 
not touch the money. 

Another meeting of the council on 
the matter of unity has been called 
for next Tuesday (2) at which time 
the topic will be the special order 
of business. 


| 
| That 


the federal prosecutor in- 
tends making ticket agency clerks 
equally liable with the brokers for 


failure to stamp ticke‘s resold at a 
legit was 
indicated by the first trials held last 
week before Judge Goddard and a 
jury. Cases of Harry Schacht of the 
Rialto agency and Thomas Burke, 
latter being the clerk, also John 
Dunleavy of Mackay’s, who drew 
convictions, were the indicators, 
Failure to stamp calls for a fine of 
$100 and that goes for each ticket so 
| sold. When the jury brought in a 
verdict of guilty on one charge the 
| bench sent it back for further de- 
liberation, pointing out that it wrs 
testified four tickets had bcen sold 
unstamped and therefore there were 
| four counts. Actual amount of the 
fines will be decided by the court 
but according to the procedure both 
broker and clerk may be fined $100 
|}each on four counts, which would 
total $800. 


Misdemeanor Fines 
That development jin, the misde- 


premium for attractions, 





meanor cases against Broadway 
| agency people, made the charges 


loom as being more sevious than 
first expected. There are 27 agencies 
involved, Ticket men claim that the 
stamping regulations are difficult to 
follow and where there are sales 
from one broker to another, virtu- 
ally impossible. Tickets are sup- 
posed to be stamped with the name 
of the agency and the price ob- 
tained. Brokers contend that the 
regulations also call for a pyramided 
admission tax and doubt that was 
the original intent of the law. Gov- 
ernment claims jt has not been paid 
the full tax and has been examining 
the books of brokers for months 


with the idea of estimating the 
amounts due. Michael Atlas and 
Walter Friedman of the Acme 


agency pleaded guilty to the non- 

stamping charge, 

stamping charge. Wilfred Betts of 

the Jacobs agency, Arthur Lennon of 

the Park offce and Sam Mayer of 

Beckhert’s plead the same way. 
Treasurers 

Box office men who were assessed 
large amounts in some _ ins.ances 
under the claim that any ‘ice’ from 
brokers is an excess charge and 
therefore the government is entitled 
to half, propose to contest the acsess- 
ments in court, They were advised 
however, to make payment under 
protest but how they are to raise 
the coin is a problem, save for sev- 
eral exceptions, Few treasurers have 
been employed regularly as shown 
by the fewer theatres lighted for the 
season since the depression. 

Federal investigators’ insistence 
that any money received by box of- 
fice people from agencies in addition 
to the price of tickets in excess, is re- 
futed by treasurers, There are in- 
slances where an excess may be 
established, when the b.o. sets the 
amount rectived but it is contended 
that as there usually is no such deal, 
the claim of an excess does not hold 
up. They also contend that some 
agencies pay nothing voluntarily or 
otherwise, 








New Sponsors Reviving 


‘Mulatto’ for Road 


‘Mulatto’ is going to the road 
again, the rights having been secured 
by Hurst Ameyx, :n actor, and Alice 
L. Heath. The drama wa: originally 
presented by Martin Jones. It played 
a raher lengthy -ngagemenc on 
Broadway, but was reported well in 
the red when sent on tour. Road 
dates in a few spots provided better 
business than in New York. On the 
Coast the show cot very little coin, 








Last season the show was abruptly 
stopped in Philadeiphia by the 
mayor, who disliked the miscegena- 
tion theme. A committee was named 
to ru'te on the play, and it agreed 
| with his honor. 
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Pittsburgh, Pushover for Musicals, 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

The one thing that’s bothering 
Pittsburgh, a pretty good legit bell- 
weather for the road in general, is 
the scarcity of musicals. Hungry for 
the girlie-girlie shows, this burg 
stands a good chance of seeing more 
than three months of a new season 
go by without a single lyric floating 
out across the Nixon stage, town’s 
surviving site of the drama. 

Since ‘Star Wagon’ launched the 
season here late in September, Nixon 
has had in turn ‘Brother Rat, ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ ‘Madame Bovary,’ ‘An- 
tony and Cleopatra’ and ‘Tovarich,’ 


Laments Scarcity of Bookings 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Barchester Towers’—Guthrie 
McClintic. 

‘Brown Sugar’—George Ab- 
bott. 








with ‘Leaning on Letty,’ ‘Richard II,’ 
‘Stage Door’ and “victoria Regina’ 
pencilled in for consecutive Mon- 
days. That carries the house into 
December and then management ex- 
pects another ATS subscription play, 


possibly ‘Room Service,’ and another | 


straight comedy. These bookings 
will extend to Christmas week, 
which will be dark, and that means 
there isn't a chance of a musical 


coming along until after first of year, | 


or virtually 15 weeks after season 
has been under way. 

That’s acute here, because Pitts- 
burgh in particular is one town 
where song-and-dance shows are 
food and drink. There’ve been few 


ever to lose money. 


long for music when seven out of 


25 legit weeks were given over to | 
Little | 


this type of entertainment. 
chance of the percentage being any- 
where near that this year. 

Wise showmen figure any sort of 
musical would be a cinch to mop up 
in the hinterlands at the moment, 
particularly after fare’ of heavy 
drama in general and costume 
pieces in particular. There’s been 
a deluge of the latter. 

So far only hope held out here is 
that Ed Wynn may bring in his new 
musical, ‘Hooray for What,’ before he 
hits New York. If that’s out there’s 
a mighty good chance that Pittsburgh 
may go through an entire musical-less 
season unless the Shuberts come 
back wit! ‘The Student Prince’ and 
“Blossom Time.’ 


Current Road Shows 


Week of Oct. 24 

‘Amphitryen 38,’ (Lunt and Fon- 
tanne), Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘Antony and Cleopatra,’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead), Hartman, Columbus, O.. 
(25-27); English, Indianapolis, Ind., 
(28-30). 

‘Behind Red 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto, Can. 

‘Doll’s House,’ Cox, Cincinnati. 

‘Follies,’ Colonial, Akron, O. (25); 
Weller, Zanesville, O. (26); Midland, 
Newark, O. (27); Fairbanks, Spring- 
field, O. (28); Memorial Aude, St. 
Louis, Mo. (29-30). 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle’ (Ethel 
Barrymore-Dudley Digges), Masonic 
Aude, Rochester, N. Y. (27); Er- 
langer, Buffalo, N. Y. (28-30). 

‘Hooray for What’ (Ed Wynn), Co- 
lonial, Boston. 

‘I’d Rather Be Right’ (George M. 
Cohan), Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 
Greenwood), National, Washington, 
2. 

‘Madame Bovary,’ 
House, Chicago. 

‘Richard IJ’ (Maurice Evans), Play- 
house, Providence (25-26); Bushnell 
Aude, Hartford, Conn. (27); Shubert, 
New Haven (28-30). 

‘Room Service,’ Copley, Boston. 

‘Room Service,’ Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. 

‘Stage Door,’ Shubert, Boston. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Grand, Keokuk, 
Ta. (25); Rialto, Burlington, Ia. (26); 
Price, Hannibal, Mo. (27); Municipal 
Aude, Kansas City, Mo. (28-30). 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 

*Tovarich,’ Nixon, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

*Tovarich,’ Majestic, Houston, Tex. 
(25-26); Texas, San Antonio (27): 
Paramount, Austin, Tex. (28); Or- 
pheum, Waco, Tex. (29); Majestic, 
Ft. Worth, Tex. (30). 

‘Victoria Regina’ 
Philadelphia. 

‘Women,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Amer- 
ican, St. Louis, Mo. 

‘You Can’t Take It 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘You Can’t Take It With 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘You Can’t Take It With 
Capitol, Albany, N. Y. (28-30). 








Lights,” Werba, 


Grand Opera 


(Helen Hayes), 


With You,’ 
You,’ 


You,’ 


Even last sea- | 
son the customers cried loud and | 


‘Merety Murder’ — Rowland 
Stebbins. 

‘The Housemaster’ Ruth 
Selwyn, Milton Shubert. 

‘Lower That Angels’— 
Norman-Be!l Geddes. 

Robin Landing’ — Sidney 
Harmon. 


‘Places, Please’ (‘Born o 


Trunk’ )—Jack Curtis. 
‘The Bough Breaks’ — Paul 
Berney and Peggy Cleary. 


in 


‘Gelden Boy’—Group The- 
atre. 
‘Three Waltzes’—Shuberts. 


‘Teo Many Heroes’ — Carly 
Wharton. 

‘Hooray for What’—Shuberts. 

‘Right This Way’*— Alice 
Alexander. 

Four Cents a Word’—Cheryl 
Crawford. 

‘Ghest ef Yankee Doodle’— 
Theatre Guild. 


‘Young Mr. Disraeli’ — Alex 
. Yokel. 
‘Jalius Caesar’—Mercury 


Theatre. 


‘Mulatto’ (road)—Ameyx and 
Heath. 


VIRGINIA,’ ‘WINDS’ FOLD 
AFTER BRIEF SOJOURN 


Saturday (23) saw the passing 
from Broadway of two early pro- 
ductions. ‘Virginia’ was withdrawn 
from the Center after playing eight 
‘ weeks. It will probably be the most 
expensive failure of the season. 























‘VIRGINIA’ 
Opened Sept. 2, 37. Opiniens 
| divided with the crepe hangars 
in the majerity. Anderson 
(Journal) said, ‘Virginia’ needs 
| ne excuse and no explanation. 
| it is quite able to stand and 
Lock- 
ridge (Sun) said, ‘Only the in- 
corrigibly flippant would ven- 
ture te call ‘Virginia’ a musical 
comedy.” 


Variety (Ibee) said, ‘Chances 


|| dance on its own feet.’ 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 











‘Blow Ye Winds’ closed at the 46th 
Street after four and one half weeks 
of mild business. Averaged around 
$5,000 weekly. 





Par’s Philly Deal 


(Continued from page 6) 











would play fair with each other, 
burying the hatchet for all time. 

It was agreed by Par, as part of 
the peace pact, that there will be no 
40% pictures and that there will be 
only four in the top bracket group 
at 35%. while there will be no more 
than eight in the 30% allocation un- 
der percentage deals. The balance 
will be set at 25% or may be bought 
on a flat rental basis. 








Another concession by Par will be 


| frequently the tolerance is easily strained.’ 


'the delivery of two of the six pic- | 
| tures held out last year at terms 
| called for under the 1936-37 contract. 
| These pictures may vary in some 
spots but generally the two to be 
| handed over at last season’s terms 
| will be ‘Souls at Sea’ and ‘High, | 


Wide and Handsome.’ 

One of the questions to be settled 
concerns the numberof pictures, un- 
| played since the strike began, that 
|are to be permanently shelved. This 


|matter will be referred to arbitra- 


picked up since last Aug. 1. 
So far as newsreels are concerned 


|These are pictures which were net | 


| presentation of ‘The Poor Little Rich Girl.’ 


|tion by the Pizor-Se#all-Sablosky 
| peace-making trio if Par and ex- 
| hibitors individually cannot agree. | 


| 
| 


from that date up to the present, 
|Par has agreed to cancel the con- 
| tractual commitment for the three 


| months on these if exhibitors re-sign 
|for another year; otherwise, exhibs 


‘will have to sign up for the news- | 
| reel for three months in lieu of the | 


| cancellation for the same period. The | tg other countries. 


is 


ame plan will apply to shorts that | features the work best understood by those interested in the cult. 


|} known as Buchmanism. 


Inside Stall—Leeit’ ~~ 


Arthur Hopkins’ autobiographical stories ‘Letters to a Lonely Boy,’ 
which appeared in the last four issues of the Ladies’ Home Journal, con- 
cluding with the current (November) Journal, have been published in 
book form, First article is mostly concerned with the showman’s early 
days as a police reporter on a St. Paul daily. He covered the assassination 
of President McKinley, being assigned to the story by a Cleveland paper. 
Hopkins writes, it was reported that a German fortune teller who read 
the tea leaves predicted the murder to Mark Hanna, one of her clients. 
Anent reporters he comments; ‘A good newspaperman is necessarily im- 





pertinent and heartless.’ 


Hopkins was born in Cleveland, his parents having come from Wales. 
His grandfather was a minister in a Presbyterian church on the outskirts 
of the city. Observations on life and conduct intersperse the story such 
as: ‘What many of us call friendship is only tolerant intercourse, and too 
His first observation of the 
art of the theatre was vaudeville, starting 30 years ago when he was press 
agent for a variety house. In that capacity he met many players who 
became stars in the legit field. Picture of the showman appears to be 
dated about that time, a photo which he had forgotten about. 

Touched on was his first discovery ‘On Trial,’ which was produced by 
Cohan and Harris. At that time he was in the booking department of the 
Orpheum Circuit. Hopkins’ career as a producer realy came with his 
His nurturing of Eugene 
O’Neill and the presentation of that genius’ first long play ‘Anna Christie.’ 
led to a number of productions of O’Neill works by Hopkins. Manager’s 
association with the Barrymores and their triumph in “The Jest,’ provides 
an interesting interlude, also that portion telling of the late Louis Wol- 
heim’s success in ‘What Price Glory.’ 





Astonishing ticket demand for ‘Susan and God’ at the Plymouth, N. Y.., 
is somewhat explainable by the spread of the Oxford movement, first 
That is a religious cult and is simply de- 
scribed as a sort of self-psychoanalysis. The play’s theme is an undertone 
on the topic without mention of Oxford nor Buchman but there are mil- 
lions of devotees, many of them wealthy persons, 

Buchman gave an expose of psychoanalysis about 10 years ago to a group 
at Oxford University, England, and the movement started then and spread 
Delicate handling of the theme by Rachel Crothers 
Just 


had been contracted for from Aug. 1] where the coin angle comes in is not clear, the assumption being that 


** but were not picked up. 


followers make liberal donations. Anyhow Buchman travels first class 


Par had sought a uniform sales! with a suite on the Queen Mary and so forth. 


| policy under a settlement to govern 
| all Philadelphia exhibitors but d-e 
to resistance, agreed that. exhibitors 
could buy its product either on flat 
|rate or percentage, as desired, and 
that the company would not insist 
on an examination of books as to 
| profits. 

It was also understood that when 
pictures were purchased on per- 
centage no split figures would be 
set at which the rate of percentage 
for Par would increase, providing 
so-called overage. In other words, if 
a picture is bought at 35% of the 
gross, it would remain 35% regard- 


a much higher ratio of profit to the 
exhib than the distributor. This is 
a unique concession from Par but 
in agreeing not to demand inspec- 
tion of books it is presumed that 
Par still may check any theatres on 
percentage dates where a doubt 
exists as to business being reported. 

Pizor, in New York Friday (22), 
expressed confidence that various 
questions under the settlement would 
be satisfactorily adjusted after yes- 
terday’s Philadelphia meeting. In 
addition to heading the UMPTO of 
his region, Pizor is a member of the 
board and the executive committee 
of the MPTOA, being one of its most 
active leaders. . His Phila. organiza- 
tion went into the boycott against 
Par on its own hook without any 
word, one way or another, from the 
MPTOA, which took no part in the 
strike moves but at one time Kuy- 
kendall deprecated the fact that the 








‘BLOW YE WINDS’ 
Opened Sept. 23, 37. Deci- 
sions were unanimously against. 
Brown (Post) said, ‘His play 
like his boat gets stuck on a 
sand bar in the first act,’ Cole- 
man (Mirrer) said, ‘A bit too 
frail a barque to weather suc- 
cessfully the brisk Broadway 

trade winds.’ 
Variety (Kauf) 
just another miss.’ 


said, ‘it is 





disputes had arisen. At that time 
he pointed to the urgent need for a 
system of conciliation throughout 
the country for settlement of con- 
troversies between exhibs and dis- 
tribs direct. 


| Goldwyn-Korda 


(Continued from page 2) 














not appear as attractive to the banker 





N. Y. TAX CLAIMS VS. 
CARROLL, GRANLUND 


Income tax judgments against Ear] 
Carroll, producer, and Nils T. Gran- 
|lund (NTG), the: Hollywood restau- 
rant m.c., were filed in N. Y. County 
Clerk’s office yesterday (Tuesday). 
The State Tax Commissioner claims 
Carroll owed the State $2,352 for 
1929 and 1933. 

Granlund is due to pay a total of 
$5,607 on income covering the years 
| 1930-31-32, 











Thomas Dixon’s Sequel 
has nearly com- 
| pleted a novel intended as a sequel 
|} to ‘Birth of a Nation,’ tentatively 
ltitled ‘The Flaming Sword.’ 


Thomas Dixon 


mind. Thus, in any alternative sit- 
uation to the Prudential scheme, the 
inclusion or otherwise of Selznick 
amounts to no small matter. 

Should neither the Prudential As- 
surance deal nor the RKO-U.A. mer- 
ger result, then, as the trade feels, 
U. A., despite all possibilities, could 
go on as if nothing had happened. 

Nor would it surprise. many if 
David Selznick, despite all the talk 
that’s been around, stays on with 
U.A., and the setup remains un- 
changed. 

If a Prudential deal is made, or the 
one with RKO-U.A., internal 
changes in U.A., of course, must oc- 
cur. 

One thing that may be touched 
upon is that a change in control pos- 
sibly might mean that Dr. A. H. 
Giannini, president of the firm, may 
leave the company. Dr. Giannini has 
a five-year contract that has around 
four years to go. 

And that’s another 
execs and bankers 
things over to figure. 


for the 
talking 


item 
now 





| 
] 
| 








Usual procedure is for cultists to have luncheon, then repair to the lawn 
and under the trees talk frankly about themselves. Instead of psycho- 
analyst asking questions those assembled either speak their minds or ask 
themselves the same queries, It is a system of morals and behavior akia 
to Christian Science. 





March of Time used a song from ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ the new Sam 
Harris musical on its broadcast last week (21). David Mallen, known for 
his impersonations of George M, Cohan at the Lambs’ Club, played that 
role on the air program. 

The question of imitating the President’s voice on the air did not arise 
in connection with this broadcast, for the impersonation was of Cohan, not 
the President. At first the authors of the play, George S. Kaufman and 
Moss Hart, were opposed to M. of T.’s using anything, but Homer Fickett 
of Batten, Barton, Durstine and Osborn had a transcription made at the 


less of whether the business went| dress rehearsal and flown up to Boston by Ruth Barth, where differences 
far above calculations and brought | were ironed out at the proposed broadcast okayed. 


Jay Franklin’s column in the N. Y. Post last week (21) regarding the 
Sam Harris show, ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ stated that the show would never 
have been shown during G. O. P. regimes. Column was distinctly annoy- 
ing to the press department of the Harris office, since Franklin had not 
seen the show, and referred to George M. Cohan as an antiquated song- 
and-dance man. Columnist also stated that President Roosevelt's -wife 
and mother were lampooned, but actually Mrs. F. D. R. isn’t represented 
as a character in the show. 





Special meeting of the N. Y. Theatrical Press Agents was called to 
determine the form for the organization’s memorial to Ray Henderson, its 
former president. It was decided to collect from drama critics and editors 
throughout the country representative stories by Ray Henderson and use 
these stories in book form. Katharine Cornell’s tribute to her former press 
agent, published in the N. Y. Times Sunday drama section, will be used as 
the foreword. 


Organization may publish the book itself, as it is not intended for sale, 


but will be distributed among drama critics and others connected with the 
theatre. 





Observation of Pittsburgh reviewer last week that Tallulah Bankhead’s 
‘Antony and Cleopatra’ was making a mistake eliminating final scene in 
Shakespeare original in order to ring down curtain on star brought an 
addition to Professor Strunk’s adaptation during the play’s engagement 
at Nixon. Section referred to was restored to the drama, leaving Octavius 
Caesar, played by Miss Bankhead’s husband, John Emery, talking on the 
stage at finish, When play opened in Pittsburgh, Cleopatra’s suicide led 
right into the curtain. 





In ‘Adventures Among Immortals,’ the Percy Burton book as told to 
Lowell Thomas, there is a reminiscence on Sir Henry Irving, described 
as ‘a great man but a lonely one’ Burton says: ‘Only one other man, our 
own Lee Shubert, so impressed me with a sense of loneliness.’ 

Burton was a ‘discoverer’ of the late Ray Henderson, who was in a 
Colorado Springs box office. Latter joined the Sir J. Forbes-Robertson 
company in San Francisco and Burton rated him ‘the brainiest helper I 
ever had.’ 





Four young people who started with the original Charlot’s Revue in 1924 
are stars today and all, by coincidence, are presently in America. They 
are Beatrice Lillie, Gertrude Lawrence, Margaret Bannerman and Jack 
Buchanan. Miss Lillie is currently making a Paramount picture: Miss 
Lawrence is in ‘Susan and God’ on Broadway; Miss Bannerman will star 
in ‘Three Waltzes’ under Shubert aegis next month, and Buchanan is in 
another Shubert musical, ‘Between the Devil,’ currently undergoing book 
revamping following its Philly tryout. 





There were three agency buys among the new shows on Broadway up 
to last Saturday (23) when the deal for ‘George and Margaret,’ Morosco, 
expired. The other two buys are for ‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth, top 
demand attraction and ‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire, which is the runner-up. 

Buy has been continuous for the holdovers ‘Room Service’ and ‘You Can’t 
Take It With You.’ 





Hugh MacMullen had his first directional job with ‘Wise Tomorrow,’ 
which was yanked at the Biltmore after three performances, He has been 
in the script department of Warners, N. Y., office and is a protege of Jake 
Wilk. 

Closing of ‘Tomorrow’ allowed a quick booking, that of ‘Many Mansions,’ 
which arrived at the same house tonight (27) one week ahead of schedule. 





Beauvais Fox and Frederick Calvin are managers of the new stock play- 
ing the Erie theatre, Schenectady. Stock is called the Empire Players. 
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Take It Easy Folds in London, 
$85,000 Loss, Backer to Marry 


Revue's Star: 


London, Oct. 26. 

‘Laughing Cavalier,’ William Mol- 
lison’s production of Reginald 
Arkell’s romantic musical play from 
painting of same name by Franz 
Hals, opened at the Adelphi (19) to 
a receptive audience. Book, lyrics 
and music of play, featuring John 
Garrick in title role, are not 
especially distinctive but it stands as 
a beautifully splendiferous artistic 
production. Libraries made imme- 
diate deals. 

‘Waters of the Jordan’ opened at 
Arts theatre (24). Attack on British 
Medical Association failure to inves- 
tigate the cure discovered by un- 
qualified doctors is well written but 
insufficient motivation for a play. 

Second edition of ‘Take It Easy’ 
also folded after running a week at 
the Palace. Total loss on the pro- 
duction has been set at $85,000 after 
figuring in first show, etc. Revamped 
as a vaudeville show but n.g. Backer 
will now marry the show’s star, Bar- 
bara Blair. 

‘Punch and Judy,’ depicting pres- 
ent day descendants of Anthony 
Hope’s Ruritanian_ characters, 
opened at the Vaudeville theatre 
(22). Although clever, play by Val 
Gielgud, who also produced, just 
misses. 


PROF. MAUDE ADAMS’ 
CAMPUS PLAY SKED 


St. Louis, Oct. 26, 

Prof. Maude Adams (of the School 
of Drama at Stephens Col'ege, Co- 
lumbia, Mo.), 64-year-old actress 
who left a retirement of 14 years to 
teach dramatics to girls, says the rise 
or fall of the legit stage in America 
depends upon the dramatic standards 
of the plays it produces, and on that 
alone, 

Miss Adams would not name 
whom she thinks is the most out- 
standing playwright, saying’ she 
might want to get a play herself 
next week. Although Miss Adams’ 
60-day stay at Stephens College 
is worth $10,000 to her, Pres. 
James M. Wood, president of the 
college, has not been able to de- 
termine whether Miss Adams will 
continue her work after the 60-day 
trial period. 

Planning to stage ‘Chanticleer’ 
next month Miss Adams has the 
school’s French department making 
its own translation of the play, Eng- 
lish department preparing verse for 
it, and the music department train- 
ing the students to sing, Miss Adams 
has interviewed 170 students for 
roles, basing her choice on ‘person- 
ality’ rather than on voice or other 
attributes. 














St. Loo Little Theatre 
Ready for 11th Season 


St. Louis, Oct. 26. 

Under the guidance of its new di- 
rector, Harold Bassage, Little Thea- 
tre of St. Louis begins its 11th sea- 
son Thursday (28) with Somerset 
Maughan’s ‘The Circle’ at the Artist’s 
Guild. 

Margaret Mooney. 17-year-old 
daughter of Ralph Mooney, author, 
will play the top role. 





Ford East for Legit 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Wallace Ford left last weekend 
for Atlantic Cty to rehearse for his 
role in the stage production of the 
John Steinbeck drama, ‘Of Mice and 
Men.’ 

Ford, who has just finished ‘Swing 
It, Sailor’ for Grand National, is 
committed to three more GN pic- 
tures, 





Lindemulder’s N. 0. Group 
New Orleans, Oct. 26. 
Gerhardt Lindemulder took over 
direction of the Group theatre plays 
for the coming year. He replaces 
Audley Keck, now in Hollywood, 
The list of plays for the year in- 
cludes ‘Headlines in Review,’ writ- 
ten by Lenox Anthony in New Or- 
leans this past summer; Shaw’s 
‘Andreocles and the Lion,’ ‘Panic,’ 
by Archibald MacLeish ond F!mer 
Davis’ ‘Ethan Frome.’ 
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‘Cavalier’ Looks In 


GORDON NIXES MIMICRY 
IN ROAD CO. OF ‘WOMEN’ 


Managers appear to have changed | 
their minds about the method of | 
readying road shows and the long- | 
used practice of having touring casts | 
imitate the players in the original 
show is passing out. New idea among 
the more alert showmen is to have 
the players engaged for the road 
make their ow portrayals and 
thereby eliminate stereotyped per- 
formances. 

That is one result of the press crit- 
icism aimed at the cast of ‘The Wom- 
en’ in Chicago, though it is not the 
first instance where imitation proved 
unsatisfactory in recent seasons. 
Max Gordon, produce: of ‘Women,’ 
felt that the Chicago company was 
a capable outfit and wa: surprised at 
the notices. On viewing the per- 
formance there he figured the fault 
was ‘n the a. k. staging theory. 

Seve1.. actresses had been in- 
structed to duplicate the perform- 
ances of the ™ ‘ncipals in the num- 
ber one ‘Women’ and it was quite 
evident that their own talent had 
been thereby subjugated. Result was 
that their playing was not effective. 

Since the Loop opening four of the 
leads have been changed, with Rob- 
ert Sinclair doing the restaging. All 
woman show is drawing excellent 
business there, regardless of the re- 
views. 


‘Devil,’ Shubert Musical, 
Brought In for Fixing 


Calling back Saturday (23) of ‘Be- 
tween the Devil’ after three days in 
New Haven and a week in Philadel- 
phia was accompanied by a number 
of reports, mostly indicated to be 
incorrect. Known early this week 
that the cast including three leads 
from London—Evelyn Laye, Jack 
Buchanan and Adele Dixon—remains 
intact. Show will reach the boards 
as soon as Howard Dietz revises his 
book, author being confident that it 
is top property. 

‘Devil’ is one of three musicals 
aimed for Broadway by the Shuberts 
and it was to have been the first in 
town. Firm has rarely brought back 
a major musical for lay-off and fix- 
ing, but it was decided there was a 
better chance to get the show into 
shape in New York than by extend- 
ing its try-out dates. 

Report that Dietz would have a 
collaborator was denied, also that 
there were differences between the 
author and management. Arthur 
Schwartz, who composed the score, 
is on a short vacation in Virginia, 
being due back on the job late this 
week. 

Other impending Shubert musicals 
are ‘Hooray for What’ and ‘The 
Three Waltzes.’ 

VariEtTy’s review from Philadel- 
phia in this issue augurs promisingly 
for the show, once the book is bol- 
stered. 


> 




















Deval Busy 





Jacques Deval, French playwright 
now in America, is currently work- 
ing on a new play, ‘Karen Von Sin- 
gall.’ Possibility that he may write 
one for Joseph Buloff, now playing 
in the Guild’s ‘To Quito and Back.’ 

Also some talk of a deal pending 
between Sam Goldwyn and Deval for 
a picture. Deval also has a 20th-Fox 
commitment. 





One for the Money 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Allyn Josyln left last week for, 
New York to play in the Broadway 





show, ‘One for the Money,’ which 
George Abboit is producing. 

He has just concluded in ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel’ at Warners. 





Lynchburg Ripe for Show 


Lynchburg, Oct. 26. 

Another legit show is skedded for 
the Trenton here in November, It's 
‘You Can't Take It With You.’ 

Season opened with ‘Brother Rat,’ 
and jamup atiendance convinced 
Trenton management town was ripe 
| for road legiis. 








Staff In on ‘Angel’ 





Four of George Abbott's staff 
are in on ‘Angel Island,’ the 
murder meller, which opened 
at the National, N. Y., last 
week to a sharply divided press. 
Carl Fisher, Charles Harris, 
Charles Washburn and Edith 
Van Cleve have the shares, lat- 
ter als* appearing in the play. 

First three named are also in 
on the smash ‘Room Service.’ 
Garson Kanin also has a piece. 
Latter is no longer with the Ab- 
bott office. 











FTP Moves Again; 
Economy Slashing, 


Plenty of Squawks 


Further economies in the WPA 
theatre project in New York ac- 
counts for the moving of the general 
offices from the Chanin building to 
the McFadden building, 
and 63rd _ street, 
were leased. 


General tendency to conserve 
money for the federal relief theatre 
wes further marked by an order 
which will reduce the salaries of 
supervisors. Idea appears to be to 
place as many on the payroll as pos- 
sible on security or subsistence pay 
($95 monthly), a reduction of approx- 
imately one-third. One result was 
the picketing of administrative offi- 
cer Paul Edwards’ offices by super- 
visors who charged he is ‘playing 
politics with taxpayers money.’ Al- 
leged the order followed his ap- 
pointment of six executives at high 
salaries. Those appointments were 
made under Hallie Flanagan’s direc- 
tion some time ago, it was under- 
stood. Edwards is said to be a $9,- 
000 a year man. A delegation pro- 
tested against him in Washington. 


Additions to the staff include 
Emmet Lavery of Poughkeepsie. 
Lavery, who wrote ‘The First Le- 
gion,’ is head of the new play de- 
partment. He said it was time ‘for 
playwrights to join hands with the 
federal theatre in the creating of 
new audiences and new plays.’ 


With the supervisors mollified 
early this week by Edwards who said 
there would be no general cutting 
of salaries, a new group of ob- 
jectors appeared. It is called the 
‘committee of relief status profes- 
sional theatrical ‘employees.’ Posi- 
tion is that federal funds were al- 
located to create work for the needy 
unemployed of the theatre and 
should be used for no other pur- 
poses. Therefore the group seeks 
the dropping of all non-relief per- 
sonnel so that those with relief 
status can be employed. Only ex- 
ceptions would be required techni- 
cians, stage hands. Under the pres- 
ent arrangement 5% of non-relief 
people are permitted on the pay- 
rolls, including heads of depart- 
ments. 


The difficulty of obtaining relief 
rating caused much controversy 
among professionals who originally 
missed the deadline set for appli- 
cants. Those profs figured they were 
discriminated against since they had 
held out as long as possible before 
being forced to seek WPA aid. There 
was a way devised in which such ap- 
plicants could secure certificates of 
need from the Emergency Relief Bu- 
reau, but the rigorous requirements 
of the latter resulted in many not 
attempting to secure relief status. 


A new schedule of royalty for 
dramatists was adopted. They will 
receive $50 per week (present rate) 
for the first three weeks, $75 for the 
following three weeks and $100 after 
the sixth week. 

Idea of raising admission prices 
to 83 cents and $1.10 top has not met 
with response, but that may be 
blamed on the shows rather than the 
boost. In a recent week only eight 
percent of the tickets sold for ‘A 
Hero Is Born,’ at the Adelphi, were 
the higher priced locations, the bal- 





Broadway 
where five floors 


ance being 25 and 55 cent patrons. 





Yokel’s ‘Hail Columbia’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Option on ‘Hail Columbia’ has 
been taken by Alex Yokel, N. Y. 
legit producer, 
Emerson Treacy and Reginald 
Borg authored the comedy. 





TREASURERS CLUB LISTS 
NOMINEES FOR BOARD 


Treasurers Club of America has 
nominated 10 candidates for its 
| board, five to be chosen at the an- 
| nual election dated for Nov. 27 at 
| the Park Central, N. Y. Those named 
| are Walter D’Connor, Louis Lotito, 
| John Olt, Louis Bergere, Charles 
| Murphy, Harold Stehle, Julius 
(Blutch) Stone, William Small, Sr., 
Arthur Nicholls and Jerry Flynn. 


There will be no opposition to the 
officers’ slate, headed by Allen 
Schnebbe, who will be named for a 
second term as president. 


‘Detroit FTP Takes 
Cinema for Initialer, 
‘Let Freedom Ring’ 


Detroit, Oct. 26. 


Detroit federal theatre will open 
season’s first play Nov. 9 in Cinema 











theatre, ex-downtown foreign pic 
house, presenting ‘Let Freedom 
Ring.’ 

Cast will include Jay Michael, 


Louise Huntington, Chester Adams, 
J. Richard Gamble, Oxley Taylor, 
Peggy Fenn, Douglas Wright, and A. 
Courtney White. Verne Holdene will 
direct. 


Contemporary Theatre here will 
produce ‘Black Pit’ as its initial 
offering this season, opening in De- 
troit Art Institute aude late in No- 
vember, 





2 NEW ‘CYCLES’? 


‘Prostie,’ Spanish Revolt 
Opuses On Way 





Influx of 





Casual survey of plays in prepara- 
tion indicates that there are about 
two dozen prostitute roles being cast 
or rehearsed. 

Besides the 20 or more prosties 
in ‘Behind Red Lights’ at the Werba, 
Brooklyn, there are a_ half-dozen 
such parts in the not-Inappropriately- 
titled ‘Lower Than Angels,’ which 
Norman Bel Geddes is casting. Sev- 
eral are listed in ‘Code for Gang- 
sters,’ in preparation by Maurice 
Barber. 


‘Journeyman,’ which Sam Byrd is 
planning to produce, likewise has 
several. ‘Mice and Men,’ next on 
the Sam Harris schedule, has a 
‘type’ and another play, as yet with- 
out title, calls for about a dozen 
Polynesian ladies of joy. One of 
John Golden’s tentative productions 
has eight or 10 such parts and 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ which 
may or may not go on, has six or 
eight ‘types,’ but with a Scotch ac- 
cent, 

Serious thinkers of the drama are 
wondering if it’s a trend. 


A rash of dramas based on the 
Spanish revolution has broken out 
in managerial offices also in film 
script departments in New York. In 
one week no less than four such 
plays were offered and it is known 
there are others in the making. 

Titles noticed are ‘Siege,’ ‘The 
Power and The Glory,’ ‘Battle’ and 
‘Civa Espagna.’ None are said to 
have been favorably received as yet. 





Prof. Green at U. of N.C. 
Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 19. 

Paul Green, playwright and 
scenarist, is teaching screen and 
playwriting at the University of 
North Carolina this winter. 

The author of scripts for many 
| major picture productions and the 
| one-time winner of the Pulitzer 
|prize for his play ‘In Abraham's 
Bosom’ lives at Chapel Hill, wher 
the U. of N. C. is located. 

The Carolina playmakers are re- 
|; viving Paul Green's ‘Johnny Jonn- 
son’ Oct. 28-30. Kurt Weil, who 








composed the music for the play, is 
;in Chapel Hill aiding with the pro- 
j duction. 


Dramatists’ Leeway on New Pact 
May Renew Hollywood Interest 
In Broadway Legit Financing 


The way was opened up last week 
indicating that the Authors League 
and Dramatists Guild are ready to 
talk turkey to Hollywood anent 
changes in the contract with mana- 
gers which should lead to the re- 
entry of picture money in the legit 
field. That was an interpretation 
given the move of the league’s coun- 
cil pointing towards the reorganiza-, 
tion of the Screen Writers Guild; 
whereby the Coast organization will 
have more leeway and is expected 
to end the authors battle there. 

When the contract was negotiated 
the Guild leaders were asked why 
certain stringent measures were in- 
serted at the insistence of the 
authors. Latter frankly told the 
managers that the intention was not 
to squeeze them but that the show 
group was unfortunately ‘caught in 
the middle,’ because the principal 
idea was to maintain close control 
of Coast writers and in that way 
protect the craft from studio moves. 

The present proposal reverses the 
militant attitude of the Guild which 
appears to realize that the Coast 
writers are able to protect them- 
selves. Expectation is that the SWG 
and the opposed Screen Playwrights 
organizations will cease firing. Gen- 
eral idea is to bring the Dramatists, 
Authors and Radio Guilds closer to- 
gether, with the SWG an affiliated 
unit. The writer organizations are 
not iabor unions but the same pro- 
cedure is being pursued as that of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


Drops Domination 


League’s apparent decision to drop 
the aitempt to dominaie Hollywood 
directly eliminates the necessity for 
the regulations as set forth in the 
contract with the managers but as 
yet neither side has contacted the 
other for that purpose. Some 
changes in leadership noticed in the 
nominations of the DG may lead to 
the mollification of the picture end. 
Sidney Howard was the prez when 
the contract with the managers was 
made but the frequent changed 
statements issued during the strug- 
gle with the legit showmen indi- 
cated the board was steering the 
course. Robert Emmet Sherwood 
will be the new head of the Guild, 
while Mare Connelly has been re- 
nominated to head the League, 


There are plenty of plays ready 
for production if Hollywood again 
finances, Those scripts are regarded 
as borderline plays which the aver- 
age producer hesitates trying. There 
were a number of such instances 
when the major film studios backed 
the managers. Some clicked and not 
a few were recognized as doubtful 
picture material, 

In addition to Sherwood officers 
of the DG nominated are George S. 
Kaufman, vice-president; Richard 
Rogers, secretary, and Edward Childs 
Carpenter, chairman of the board. 
Election is dated Nov. 9. League's 
slate in addition to Connelly: Elmer 
Davis, vice-president; Inez Haynes 
Irwin, secretary; Luise Silcox, treas- 
urer, election being Nov. 10. Nomi- 
ness for the Authors Guild: Hen- 
drik Willem Van Loon, president; 
Henry Pringle, vice-president, and 
Margaret Widdemer, secretary. First 
election of the Radio Guild wili be 
held Nov. 8. 


Philly FTP Spotting 
Negro Show at Walnut 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Federal Theatre Project will see 
its init-al action in a downtown logit 
house when Negro sector opens up 
with ‘Jericho’ at the Wa'nut next 
Monday. Show sponsored by a 
group of prominent Negroes here, 
which guarantees the nut for at 
least two weeks. How long it goes 
beyond that depends unon biz. 
Working on percentage deal with 
house at $1.10 top. 

Taking over a theatre in suburbs 
for continuous productions by i's 
white group has floparoocd. With 
the finish of ‘Help Yourself’ last 
Saturday night (23), FTP gav> up 
its Drexel Hill Playhouse. Spot, 
seating 360, was too far from cenier 








|of town to attract b.o. at 55 cents 


| top. 
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Mystery drama in three acts presented at 
the National Oct. 2@ by George Abbott; 
written by Bernie Aungus; staged by the 
presenier; $3.50 top. 

Carma Grainger......e..seeere Lea Penman 
Memice. ..-... t we.sO¥0000b00 00008 Betty Field 
Leo Grainger. ....csscceses Carroll Ashburn 
er ere rere cea Te. Eric Wolenecott 
Sylvia Jordan. ....cccsececced Arlene Francis 
John Kavanaugh. ..eceseces- Clyde Fillmore 
Sidney Powell.......cccecess Morgan Conway 
lucy Powell. .........-..-Edith Van Cleve 
Aimee Lattimer........+....-Maidel Turner 
Marco Elwood... ...cecccece---.eigel Blake 
Arlene Richfield. ....cs-eee. Louise Larabee 
Aller Richfield. ......cccccees David Hoffman | 
WPA bi c> eccvconseestvegeees Thomas Graham 
Lola WETTTTyTiT Ti. Alma Dickson | 
Csail Marsh... cccsvescvesseccese Joy Arling | 


..Dero Merande 

Ever since ‘The Bat,’ ‘Cat and Can- 

ary’ and one or two other mystery | 

Jmellers diverted playgoers many 

managers have sought to repeat. | 

Latest try is no better than many | 
others and looks doubtful. 


Just why George Abbott chose 
‘Angel Island’ for his directorial and 
managerial attention is his own se- 
cret. However, no producer has a 
perfect batting average, and this 
time Abbott stepped off on the 
wrong foot. 


Play is well mounted in three set- 
tings and fairly well enacted. But 
it would seem that Hollywood has 
outmoded the mystery type, unless 
some new angle can be devised. 
Likely the tipoff came last season 
when a revival of “The Bat’ at pop 
prices aroused no more than a flurry 
at the box office, although it was 
figured that the revival was spotted 
at the wrong end of the season. 


There is a difference in ‘Angel Is- 
land,’ from most of the others. No 
headquarters cops question the sur- 
viving characters for the whodur.:t 
solution. That, however, was aiso 
true with ‘Without Warning,’ a short 
lived mystery affair at the same Na- 
tional last May. 

It all happens during a house party 
on an island off the coast of one of 
the Carolinas. Guests are a hand- 
picked group of little attractiveness. 
One plump dame brings her gigolo. 
Two couples are unhappily wed. 
Three men present hope to put over 
a deal but require a concession from 
the first guy who bumps off—done 
to death with an ice pick. There 
are no clutching hands and lights 
are not doused too frequently, but 
during one flashlight interval the 
second fellow is fatally blocked out 
with a sock on the dome. The butler 
figures in the proceedings and is 
anxious to have the culprit found 
because he has a police record. There 
is supposed to be a buried treasure 
in the house or on the grounds to 
complicate matters, and when the 
third victim is shot by the caretaker, 
two guests say they thought he was 
the killer all the time, that being the 
take it or not curtain. 

Some of the Abbott ‘stock com- 
pany’ players are in the cast. They 
will probably be on view in some- 
thing else soon. Ibee. 


WISE TOMORROW 


Comedy drama in three acts presented ait 
the Biltmore, Oct. 15, by Bernard Klawans; 
written by Stephen Powys; staged by Hugh 
MacMullan; $3.30 top; $4.40 first night. 
DCCs cdvics cccwosscces eeeees Florence Edney 


Tony Campion........0. oes. Edith Barrett 
Norman Weldon..... eeees.Naunton Wayne 
Peter Marsh......ee eeeeee Theodore Newton 
Helen Reitz....... seeeseess Rosemary Ames 
Bob Kbury..... oeseseeseesesC alvin Thomas 
Joan Campion. ..cccccses ++e+-Gloria Dickson 
Diana Kbury..... eeeeccees Josephine Victor 
eS tee ++eee-Olive Reeves-Smith 
Newsman....ccees seseee ++ J08ePh Taulane 





The Warners name did not appear 
on the program but the new play 
from-London was their property. It 
lasted three days on Broadway and 
this review is published for the rec- 
ord. ‘Wise Tomorrow’ was given a 
bright presentation but that’s about 
all. Not diversion. 

Why this play was chosen is mys- 
tifying, even though it may have at- 

















tracted attention on the other side. 
There is no indication of picture ma- 
terial and is comparable to ‘The Cap- 
tive, which was negative for the 
screen. There is a similar strain in 
the story, a sort ef ‘Green Bay Tree’ 
with the sex reversed. 

In ‘Tomorrow’ Diana Ebury, a 
middle-aged retired actress, is affec- 
tiunately interested in Joan Campion, 
a rising young actress. So strong is 
her influence that Joan breaks her 
engagement to Peter Marsh, an 1n- 
telligent chap who is aware of what 
goes on. Diana is opposed by Joan’s 


sister, Tony, as well, while an ex- | 


husband and his new wife are also 
hates of the strange woman. 

Joan decides to break off with the 
o:der woman but when Diana sud- 
denly dies, she discovers the spell is 
not broken. Diana’s secretary, who 
once was 
comes to remind Joan that the dead 


woman’s estate has been willed to} 


her and that her place is in that 
house. End finds the unfortunate 
girl leaving for that purpose. It is 
somewhat puzzling what with Joan 
telling Peter that he would be better 
off with her sister who loves him, 
although Tony had promised to wed 
a young artist who lives in the next 
apartment. Latter is called the Eng- 
lishmen and the only character with 
leavening lines. 

Leads are Gloria Dickson, who 
came from the Coast to play the part; 
Josephine Victor as the bad influ- 
ence, Edith Barrett as the sister, 
Theodore Newton as the fiance, and 
Naunton Wayne, a monologist, who 
was in the original company, as the 
artist. Ibee. 


(Folded Oct. 18, '37; published for 


the record.) 
WPA 
PROCESSIONAL 


Drama by John Howard Lawson revived 
by Federal Theatre Project of the WPA. 
Directed by Len Ward and presented at 
Maxine Ellioit, N. Y., Oct. 13, '37; 85c top. 


& 











Isanc Cohen...... eercceces S. Boonio 
Sadie Cohen.... aee-Ruth Gilbert 
Jake Psinski... .. Joe Kramm 
Philpotts. ....scecceccccscseeccssss Fred Bael 
The Bherifl.....crccecdsscce Leslie M,. Hunt 
Man itm Silk Mat. coscsssecs Clifford Mack 
Old Magale.,. .....sscsevsercecs Clara Marsh 


Mrs. EKuphemia Stewart Flimmins 
Isabel Bonner 
Dynamite Jim......cceces: George Mathews 





Federal Theatre has done itself 
proud in this revival of John How- 
ard Lawson’s ‘Processional,’ which at 
the 85c top may recreate interest 
such as the higher-scaled original 
production by the then torch bearing 
Theatre Guild did some 12 years 
back, 


Few revisions have been made in 
original script and it’s still the sym- 
bolic struggle between capital and 
labor set in jazz tempo, with a 
sprinkling of the communistic idea. 
If not something to sing about, the 
show is certainly something to talk 
about in that direction, 

Although drama is based upon 
serious intent, there is also a tinge 
of the ridiculous incorporated to 
hint that at any moment it may de- 
velop into a comic opera. Divergent 
tempo makes it what it is, however, 
and they like it. 


Play depicts the struggle between 
capital and labor in a goal town. 
Miners have harkened to the siren 
song of a communist provocator. 
Town is under martial law. But that 
does not stymie the jazz ambitions 
and supressed desires of diminutive 
Sadie Cohen, daughter of the coal- 
town shopkeeper, The kid, evidently 
a maniac for the pulps, craves 
Broadway career and sex excursion. 
She finally achieves the latter and 
winds up happy in the thought of 
approaching motherhood, 

Previously the Klan has heard of 
her shame and would have dealt 





with her accordingly had not her 
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theatre-goers, and one 
| especially significant this 
- $eason when you'll see 
_ |. Miller Shoes in such hits as: 
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favored by the woman, | 





Hebe pop taken refuge under the 
Klan sheethood and rescued her. 
This bit is screwy and inconsistent, 
but so is most everything else in 
this play. 

Ruth Gilbert gives a vivacious 
portrayal of Sadie that is bound to 
attract attention. George Mathews 
does well as the symbol! of strug- 
gling labor. Others of the cast do 
well in their respective assignments. 


READY! AIM! FIRE! 


Hollywood, Oct. 23. 


Musical comedy in two acts and 19 scenes 
by Gene Stone and Jack Robinson, pre- 
sented by the Federal Theatre Project of 
the Works Progress Administration; direct- 





ed by Lorin Raker; choreography by Myra 
Kinch; music by Clair Leonard; music 
}supervision by E. A, Montano. Costumes 
by Bertha Wardell. Conductor, Foster Cope. 
Orchestra arrangements by Koss Maggio 
|assisted. by Robert McGowan and Foster 
| Cope; dance music by Manuel Galea, Harry 
Stoddard and Armando Loredo; vocal ar- 
rangements by Howard Chandler. Assist- 
ant dance directors, Elmer Maiden and 
Onest Conley, Special lighting effects by 
Ben Shaffer. Choral directors, Howard 


Chandler and Robert Buchanan. 
at the Hollywood Playhouse, 


Presenicd 


} Hollyw ocd, 


Oct. 22, ’37: $1.10 top. 
Dictator Schmaltz............ Louis Lytton 
sg ERE EEE ED ee. Pee Rex Faulkner 
ee: BOs 26045008600 4 s4ms Richard Edwards 
2. PSS Oe ecerccceses:s Paul Roberts 
Hariy Hinkle....cccerees »+---Richard Glyer 
“UGS FEABOO. 0.600 060 06 sdesses Peter Brocco 
Bam Green...cccccsecceseveces William Rand 
PEOMRONHOR. ss 6k 6c 0 ceedusese 0s Jack Wacklyn 
i SPR ET eee, ee Larry Stevens 
Dictater Boeraltttc..ccrvesceces Frank Roberts 
Secret Agent KYZ...ccccess Harry Norman 
DONVE wccdcccvessegececcsee anata Carina 
ND, 506.5 Nicn5 6406 46490080049%3 Carol Scott 
pn POPPE ETERL ET Tree ery. Rex Faulkner 
OUND i 0s 54 054 daee cbube et cks Kuth lloward 
Radio Announcer...... Hal Van Renssalaer 
S$ Patsy King 

Kruperheimer Kuties........ ? Ruth Howard 
PON 6 664 006s ed deed Oke s o4hse Harry Nerman 
GON 6s 35. 5.505450545900 8084604008 Dick Mason 
Dems -BERG si abisweesré eis Kdward Tamblyn 

{ Billy Reed 
Three Society Steppers..4George Vierra 

| Randolph la Ferr 
| Stripsy Nora Lee......... Margaret Graves 
Berzerkian Radio Announcer...Dick Mason 


Lord High Chancellor........ George Carter 





Marking the first time that the 
Federal Theatre Project has ventured 
to a top price of $1.10, ‘Ready! Aim! 
Fire!’ has the earmarks of a solid 
hit for this class of attraction. A lot 
of oldtimers got together and by 
their collective efforts have as- 
sembled a piece that ought to be 
good for a long run. First night 
audience, a highly critical one com- 
posed largely of professionals, re- 
warded the players with generous 
applause. Performance went off 
smoothly with no hitches evidencing 
the careful training and co-ordinated 
efforts of the staff. 

Story that runs through three 
hours of hilarity is an ironic preach- 
ment against war and the basic 
theme is amusingly maintained by 
means of a series of satirical inter- 
ludes plus some seriously symbolical 
choreographic numbers that attain 
heights of genuine distinction. Script 
has a lot of witty lines that draw 
plenty belly laughs, and an effective 
musical score. 

Specially meritorious performances 
are turned in by Richard Glyer and 
Peter Brocco, as a couple of nut 
songwriters from Hollywood: Sandra 
Carina, who plays a female spy; 
Louis Lytton and Robert Lawler, as 
the dictators of the rival kingdoms 
of Moronia and Berzerkia; Carol 
Scott, as Princess Louise; Richard 
Edwards, as King Leo, and Margaret 
Graves as Stripsy Nora Lee. Lat- 
ter’s act is tame, far from the dyed- 
in-the-wool, down-to-cuticle stuff 
that Main street audiences are accus- 
tomed to in Los Angeles, and could 
be left out with no detriment to the 
show. 

Show in general turns out to be a 
glorified vaude entertainment with 
peenty of speed and change of pace 

esides some better than fair tunes 
and an unusually able orchestra ac- 
companiment. Billy Reed, Verra and 
Randolph la Ferr draw heavy ap- 
plause with their fast stepping. 

Presentation merits more. than 
passing notice as the most ambitious 
and expertly done effort yet staged 
on this Coast under auspices of the 
Federal Theatre Project. Up to now 
the stiffest admish tariff charged by 
FTP has been half a buck and the 
new experiment’s results are being 
eyed with interest as the possible 
forerunner of even more serious at- 
tempts to drag the public into FTP 
attractions. Morr. 











Drake’s Stager Rewrite 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
William A. Drake is rewriting ‘And 
They Hang Pictures’ for the New 
York stage with Ian Keith set 
play the lead. - 
Yarn was originally scripted by 
Ralph Murphy and John Decker. 


Ruth Draper’s Trek 


Ruth Draper sails for London next 
week to fill her usual date (omitted 








last season) of eight weeks at the 
| Haymarket theatre with her one- 
| woman show. That is the only 
|} engagement she will play this sea- 
son, 


‘Finale’ on B’way 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Lela Bliss is taking ‘Finale’ east 
for a Broadway production after a 
little theatre break in here. 


Irene Biller and Robert Allen have 
the leads in the drawing room com- 





edy. 





Plays Out of Town. 





FINALE 


Beverly Hills, Oct. 19. 

Comedy with music, in three acts (four 
scenes) and a prologue, by George James 
Blayney, Presented by the Bliss-Hayden 
Theatre, by arrangement with Harry Clay 
Blayney; songs, Sid Caine, Grace Hamilton 
and Fred Markus; sets by Ernest Glover; 
stage. director, Harry Hayden. At Beverly 
Hills, Ca., Oct. 18, ’37. 
Marie Chevalier...ccocccoesess-lrene Biller 
Peter Baton....-+esses000++-+-Robert Allen 


JASON... 200. sececccecescee, ClREMS CenmInED 
TOMY... e000 somes 066000600808: 0. Bee 
Eric EKatom.....sscessese »+.Walter Murrray 
Robert Hobbs.......cesesereers Ray Clifford 
Hildegarde Maton. .csceeeeess> Muriel Cook 
Jeff Fitzgerald.......ee+ees-James Blakeley 
Halle Vincent.....cccesceceses Vivian King 





Chances for this one to click on 
Broadway, its hoped-for destination, 
are slim at its current stage of de- 
velopment, although it has a kernel 
of something that may amuse know- 
ing audiences. Basic idea of the 
comedy is not new, but an adapta- 
tion of the familiar marriage triangle 
developed along semi-farcical lines, 
with the serious theme never quite 
overlooked. 

Robert Allen, a wealthy young 
American sowing his wild oats, mar- 
ries Irene Biller, a French actress. 
Returns home when the call of busi- 
ness comes, weds a conventional so- 
ciety girl and is getting aleng all 
right when the actress enters his life 
again and clutters it up, this time as 
the affianced bride of James Blake- 
ley, a conceited sprig. Blakeley final- 
ly tosses her overboard for Vivian 
King, a little honey of Blakeley’s 
own class. Allen and Miss Biller find 
they still are in love, but let things 
ride, Allen clinging to his family and 
Miss Biller presumably readying for 
new conquests. 

Character of Allen would carry 
more glamour and appeal if he were 
something more than a mere money- 
grubber, a person upon whom dra- 
matic action might impinge. Such a 
modification also would give the 
whole piece meaning beyond mere 
persifiage. Piece has three good songs 
sung by Miss Biller with excellent 


effect. Numerous Jaugh lines are 
meant for ears inured to salacity. 
Play needs sharpened situations, 


pointed-up dialog and general tight- 
ening to go places. 

Irene Biller carries the stellar bur- 
den, and is better than the part. 
Robert Allen also strives earnestly, 
and with success. Muriel Cook as 
the society wife is perhaps a bit out 
of focus. Vivian King has only a bit 
part as the deb who snares that du- 
bious prize, Blakeley, but she is eye- 
filling and satisfactory. Blakeley 
provides a neatly drawn characteri- 
zation. Clarke Jennings, Walter 
Murray, Phil Leonard and Ray Clif- 
ford read their lines with profes- 
sional skill. 2 

Piece is admirably mounted with- 
in the limitations of the Bliss-Hay- 
den setup, the costumes, sets and 
staging all measuring well up to the 
standard established by Lela Bliss 
and Harry Hayden. Morr. 


BETWEEN THE DEVIL 


Philadelphia, Oct. 23. 
Intimate musical in two acts by Howard 
Dietz and Arthur Schwartz, presented by 
the Messrs, Shubert. Production by Has- 
sard Short, settings by Albert Johnson, 
book directed by Edward Clarke Lilley, 
dances arranged by Robert Alton, gowns 
designed by Kivette. At Chestnut Street 
Opéra house, week of Oct, 18, '37, $3 top. 


Peter Anthony ? 
PIGtTO. AAROIMO S 6000600000000 Jack Buchanan 
Natalie Rives......se..+....-.Hvelyn Laye 
Harry Morley...... escescees Leo G. Carroll 
Claudette Gilbert...ccccceceess Adele Dixon 
GOMROM so cc vccscccgocecccedes octt0en Cravat 
Pee » GRAN, <..0.c5-66068 deo Charles Walters 
Maney, the Butler.,........-Ralph Sumpter 
Margo, the Maid. ...css .ecccs Doris Patston 
Marie, French Maid....Natashe de Renkule 
{Andy Love 
The Savoy Club Boys........ ! Jack Lathrop 
| Bob Wacker 
PH Ad ceeds eoedcaeieaneee Albert Amato 
§ Ward Tallman 
Bartenders.......+eeee..l Vernon Hammer 
Annabelle Scott... ..ceecseveees Vilma Ebsen 
Sir Cecil Burbage.......++. Richard Temple 


Henry Delacroix.........0- Charles LaTorre 

Raymond Maurios, Prefect of Police.. 
Jules Epailly 

{Maurice Kelly 

| Harold Murray 

| Jack Voeth 

| Harold Voeth 

| Buddy Hartelle 

{Kdward Gale 


me EPUUORRITG: 6 6 46 600665 





Philly’s first tryout of the 1937-38 
season and a likely candidate for hit 
honors, but not before strenuous 
work is done in the right places. 
Oddly enough, most of the weak- 
nesses are in the first act, not the 
last. The show starts off at a smart 
clip, slows to a walk, is given a 
needed hypo by a dance specialty of 
Vilma Ebsen and Charles Walters, 
then the act ends mildly to leave 
the audience divided. It’s for this 
reason that more work will be done 
on this one before it goes out again. 
Act II starts smartly and main- 
tains a fast pace to the end. Both 
acts have likely songs, but Act II 
has the edge, and as for comedy, the 
latter half the show has 75% of it. 
There are resemblances to Cow- 
ard’s ‘Design for Living’ in Howard 
Dietz’s book which, while limping in 
some of its earlier stages, has spar- 
kle and zest. Story concerns a young 
man who can’t resist a pretty girl. 
In fact, he jauntily admits he’s a 
‘two-woman’ man. Unfortunately he 
carries his weakness so far as to be 
married to two at once. That’s why 
he’s known in London as Peter An- 
thony and in Paris as Pierre An- 








toine. When the gals find out, as | 


they do eventually after he’s done 
some beautiful stalling and dodging, 
there’s the devil to pay. In fact, 
there’s a grand hair-pulling, sock- 
ing contest. 

wyers for both wives bring 
charges of bigamy against Peter 
(Pierre) and he has to go in hiding. 
Girls, however, are _ soft-hearted; 
they’re both willing to fall on his 
neck again whenever he visits them 
clandestinely. He skips to Mexico, 
but returns months later with a 
quaint idea. He’s got a villa some- 
where near Mexico City and to this 
retreat he invites his English wife 
for six months of the year and his 
French wife for the other six. It 
looks like a swell arrangement as 
long as the gals are kept apart. 

Best comedy of the show is a scene 
in the second act when Pierre 
(Peter), trapped by the gendarmes 
in his French wife’s boudoir, has a 
trial staged, pleads his own case, 
wrings the hearts of the police and 
has both wives in his arms. Arthur 
Schwartz’s score is a honey, with a 
number of potential hits. ‘By My- 
self, ‘Why Did You Do It?’ ‘I Be- 
lieve in You,’ “The Gendarme’ (com- 
edy) and ‘I See Your Face Before 
Me’ are outstanders. They're given 
plenty of reprising and can stand it. 

Cast talent is high with three 
Britons in stellar spots. Jack Bu- 
chanan, well-known over here, isn’t 
so well provided with material in 
the first act as he could be, but in 
Act II he shines with his singing of 
‘By Myself’ and the dance that fol- 
lows, in the comedy trial scene and 
in the song, ‘Gendarme.’ Evelyn 
Laye will amaze those who have 
seen her only in ‘Bittersweet.’ Here 
she’s no serious, sentimental prima 
donna, but a comedienne; more often 
than not, a farceuse. Her rough- 
house scenes with Adele Dixon are 
rowdy and very funny. Miss Dixon, 
a newcomer on this side, is a good- 
looking redhead who knows how to 
put a song across and has person- 
ality as well as comic ability. She 
ought to be a strong hit. 

In secondary, but important roles 
are the afore-mentioned dance team 
of Vilma Ebsen and Charles Walters. 
They have nothing to do with the 
plot, but their dance specialties are 
strong and important. Another dance 
specialty that’s a pip is offered by 
the Debonairs, six boys who do some 
novel unison stepping. Leo Carroll 
does a kind of mild heavy satisfac- 
torily and Jules Epailly is amusing 
as the French prefect of police. 

Sets designed by Albert Johnson 
may not show as much originality 
as some he’s done in the past, but 
they emphasize his color judgment, 
Kivette’s gowns are a feature, and 
the show has some good-looking girls 
to wear them. They aren’t called 
chorus girls, and they dance only an 
occasional ballroom waltz for at- 
mosphere. Accomplished directorial 
hand of Hassard Short is easily 
discernible throughout the whole 
proceedings. If ‘Between the Devil’ 
isn’t a big hit it will be be- 
cause somebody bungles the neces- 
sary doctoring. Waters. 

(Brought back to N. Y. for re- 
vision.) 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Bert Conway. Charles Crisp, How- 
ard de Silva, Michael Gordon, Mar- 
tin Ritt, Charles Niemayer, John 
O'Malley, Mladen Sekulevitch, Alan 
Wilson, ‘Golden Boy.’ 

Robert Porterfield, Joseph Vitale, 
‘Four Cents a Word.’ 

Katherine Emmet, Cyrilla Dorne, 
‘The Bough Breaks.’ 

Grant Mills, ‘The Christian Hero.’ 

Joey Ray, Leona Stevens, ‘Right 
This Way.’ 

Philip Tonge, Gavin Muir, ‘The 
Housemaster.’ 

Vaughan Glaser, ‘Many Mansions.’ 

Katherine Emery, Shepperd Strud- 
wick, ‘As You Like It.’ 

Rosie Moran, John Barker, Victor 
Morley, Marian Pierce, Charles 
Arnt, “Three Waltzes.’ 

_ Leo Chalzel, Will Ferry, John El- 
liot, Don Tannen, Arthur Kay, 
Charles Senna, ‘Hooray for What.’ 

Robert T. Haines, ‘Places, Please!’ 

Louis Calhern, Ian Keith, Nan 
Sunderland, ‘Robin Landing.’ 

Luella Gear, ‘To Be Continued.’ 

Selena Royle, Ben Webster, Lora 
Baxter, Moliy Pearson, Harry Red- 
ding, Edgar Kent, Frances Amherst, 
Alice John, Leonore Sorsby. Donald 
Arbury, ‘Young Mr. Disraeli.’ 

George Nash, Edward Butler, How- 
ard Roberts, Capt. William Saunders, 








‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle.’ 
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Chi; ‘Women’ Strong 166; ‘Rat’ 136 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 


Weather hurt legitimate theatre 
trade last week. Nights were plenty 
uncomfortable out-of-doors, with 
cold winds and rains making the 
people prefer their homes. Only 
show which indicated enough 
strength to buck the weather was 
‘Madame Bovary’ supported by the 
excellent subscription sales of the 
American Theatre Society. 

Other three shows are going along 
in good fashion and are figured to 
bound back into the higher figures 


this week following the tough 
weather breaks of the previous 
session. 


WPA is putting “The Straw,’ the 
Eugene O’Neill early one, in the 
Blackstone tonight (Tuesday) re- 
placing the one-acters, 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(10th week). Down somewhat at the 
register on the tough weather but 
still a good profit at $13,000. 

‘Madame Bovary,’ Grand (1,300; 
$2.75) (2d and final week). Two- 
weeker of the Theatre Guild show 
got away to strong trade on power- 
ful subscription sales. Only the sub- 
scription cut-rates held down the 
take last week to fine $17,000. 

‘The Women,’ Erlanger (1,400; 
$2.75) (6th week). Cut down by the 
weather, with the femme patronage 
being particularly susceptible to the 
ice weather. Held to fine $16,500, 
however, on excellent advance sales. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (38th week). 
Going along week after week, and at 
$12,500 is the current wonder show 
of the loop. ; 

WPA 

‘Monesh,’ Great Northern. Playing 
to large crowds still, with strong 

rty play. 

PThe. Straw,’ Blackstone. Eugene 
O'Neill show opens tonight (Tues- 
day). 


‘SERVICE’ WINDING UP 
4 FAT WEEKS IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
George Abbott’s ‘Room Service’ 
winds up four profitable weeks at 
the Biltmore (30) with house going 
dark at least for few weeks. ‘You 
Can't Take It With You’ is pencilled 
in to open Nov. 16, but comedy is 
playing to terrific biz in Chicago, 
and may delay its Coast trip. 
Florence Reed in ‘Yes, My Darling 
—— moves into the Biltmore 
hristmas Day. Federals debutted 
‘Ready! Aim! Fire!’ musical at the 
Hollywood Playhouse (22), first $1.10 
opus staged out here by FTP. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘Room Service,’ Biltmore (C-1,656; 
$2.75) (3rd wk). Playing to steady 
biz and at $9,000 still plenty profit- 
able. One more week to go. 


WPA 


‘Ready! Aim! Fire!’ Hollywood 
‘Playhouse. Got away (22) to sub- 
stantial} start and sticks through 
Nov. 21. 


‘Miss Quiz,’ Mayan. Debuts (28) 
with comedy slated to run to Nov. 
21. “The Weavers’ follows. 


‘Letty’ 106, Baltimore; 
Cohan Show Sell-Out 


Baltimore, Oct. 26. 


Legit has taken hold here in real 
style. ‘Leaning on _ Letty,’ last 
week’s attraction at Ford's, main- 
tained a very steady play to $10,000. 
‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ the George M. 
Cohan musical current at Ford’s, has 
the town by the ears with one of the 
most tremendous mail order and ad- 
vance sales in the memory of old 
timers. Demand from nearby Wash- 
ington and steady block long lines 
indicate absolute capacity for every 
performance. 

. ‘Many Mansions,’ a pre-Broadway 
tryout scheduled for the Maryland 
this week, cancelled cut at a late 
hour, leaving that house currently 
dark but listing Alex Yokel’s ‘Young 
Mr. Disraeli’ for next week. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ Ford's (1,988; 
$2.78). Got a steady play and good 
reception from local crix, winding 
up with $10,000. 














No. 2 ‘Tovarich’ Does Good 


° Francisco Opera Co. felt during the 
$6,000 Weekend in Dallas| third week of the Noel Coward one- 


Dallas, Oct. 26, 

Local roadshow season opened 
past weekend with three perform- 
ances Friday and Saturday (22-23) 
of ‘Tovarich,’ in Interstate’s Melba. 
Takings were $6,000. 

Gregory Ratoff came in from 
Coast to meet his wife, Eugenie 
Leontovich, star of production, and 
returned to Hollywocd Sunday. 





“‘DAUGHTER’S’ SLIM TAKE 


Florence Reed and Road Co. Garner 
Fair $6,500 in Indpls 








Indianapolis, Oct. 26. 

Florence Reed in ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter’ at the English theatre for 
three night performances and a 
Saturday matinee (21, 22 23), 
garnered only a fair $6,500 despite 
the assistance of a State Convention 
of school teachers. Play was praised 
by cricks, but stock market took the 





BONANZA, HUB 


Boston, Oct. 26. 

Stock market slumps had no ef- 
fect on this town, as far as the legit; 
picture is concerned, and last week 
saw one of the biggest aggregate 
takes over legit tills since the lush 
days of 1929. Further indications 
that the Hub is now regarded second 
only to Chi as a road town, and that 
there are some hefty pickings here 
for the right show, is seen in the 
Shuberts’ shelling out for the refur- 
bishment of two houses this season. 
The Copley, renovated three weeks 
ago, houses ‘Room Service’; and the 
Wilbur, long dark and used as a 
scene shop by M.&P. theatre (pix) 
has been leased by the Shuberts. 
Wilbur is sand-blasted outside and 
is being re-trimmed for the opening 
of ‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ Nov. 8 
or 15. 


Big leader last week was ‘I'd 
Rather Be Right,’ the new Cohan mu- 
sical, which did smash business every 
performance during its second and 
last week here. 

Maurice Evans in a single week of 
‘Richard II’ dragged in a big $22,000 
at the Opera House, taking second 
money. 

Joan Bennett’s starrer, ‘Stage 
Door’ is okay, but not big; ‘Can’t 
Take It With You,’ in 7th week, felt 
the pull from newer and bigger 
productions, as did ‘Room Service’ 
in its third stanza. 

Ed Wynn is slated to open in ‘Hur- 
ray for What?’ at the Colonial Sat- 
urday (30), at $3.85 top. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Td Rather Be Right’ (Colonial) 
($3.30) (2nd week, final) — Given 
mostly raves by local press and busi- 
ness built during final week, with 
standees at every performance, Hit 
around $26,300, zooming it into socko 
class. Lampoon of New Deal drew 
an a of local Republicans who 
could afford the $3.30. 


‘Richard Il’ (Opera House) ($3.30) 
(one week). Had stiff competition 
from downtown shows, but whammed 
in a handsome $22,000. 

‘Stage Door’ (Shubert) ($2.75) (1st 
week). Attracted okay $13,000 for 
opening week, but had severe op- 
posish from ‘Richard’ and ‘Right,’ 
both closing Saturday (23), while 
this one remains two more, 

‘Can’t Take It With You’ (Ply- 
mouth) ($2.50) (7th week). Skidded 
to $13,300 in face of triple-threat op- 
position. But still véry popular. 

‘Room Service’ (Copley) ($2.50) 
(3d week). Hemmed in by more pre- 
tentious shows, this well-played 
comedy did well to accumulate $8,000 
for its third frame. 


COWARD CYCLE DOES 
$10,000 IN ’FRISCO 


San Francisco, Oct 26. 

Third week of ‘Tonight at 8:30’ did 
better than average business at the 
Curran theatre, but did not equal 
two preceding stanzas in box office 
take. Opera season, which is now 
in full swing here, cut into trade 
somewhat. Success of Coward cycle 
has prompted management to hold 
company for a fourth and possibly a 
fifth week. ‘Warrior’s Husband’ got 
off to a good start at the Alcazar 
theatre Wednesday (20). 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Curran (3d week) 
(1,500; $2.50). Competition of San 











act play cycle. Business was suf- 
ficiently strong, however, to warrant 
holding company for a fourth week. 


rap for b.o. slump. } 
| Thanksgiving week, with ‘Tovarich’ 
| current, 


COHAN’S $26,000 | sale for latter is terrific. 





BANKHEAD’S ‘CLEO’ 
SLIM $9,000, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 
|. Tailulah Bankhead was alone in 
| her enthusiasm for ‘Antony and 
| Cleopatra’ here last week, and show 
| took it plenty on the chin. Never 
} 








got started and finished up at the 
| Nixon with $9,000, lowest gross yet 
| for the new legit season. 

Cricks were unanimous in their 
verdict that it was one of poorest- 
acted Bard shows ever put on here, 
with feeling general that star is out 
(of her element as the Egyptian 
|}queen. Opening was fair, but after 


|notices appeared, window sale be- 


| came practically negligible except at: 


;mats, Bankhead’s femme draw help- 


ing. 

Nixon now lined up solid through 
then ‘Leaning on Letty,’ 
‘Richard II,’ ‘Stage Door’ and ‘Vic- 


toria Regina’ following. Mail order 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Anteny and Cleopatra’ (Nixon; 
2,100; $2.75). Voted third-rate Shake- 
speare, despite appearance in cast 
of Tallulah Bankhead, and never got 
started after those panning notices 
came out. Barely got $9,000 and that 


| represents a heavy loss for this ex- 


pensive production. 


‘Doll’s House’ Gets Nice 


Detroit, Oct. 26. 

Cass is dark this week after a 
bumper $15,000 session last stanza 
with ‘A Doll’s House.’ Multi-name 
cast plenty of help and play given 
good notices. 

Gross amassed on nine perform- 
ances, including two matinees, at 
$2.75 top. Two matinees especially 
good, Saturday one (23) selling out. 
Ditto on coupla night performances. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘A Doll’s House’ (Cass; 1,400; $2.75 
top). Multi-name cast and good 
notices boomed this one over the 
$15,000 mark, plenty good on nine 
performances. 


‘Tovarich’ 86, Buffalo 


Buffalo, Oct. 26. 
‘Tovarich’ (Marta Abba) scored a 
socko gross of $8,000 for five per- 
formances last week, including extra 
Friday matinee. 


Future Plays 


‘Youth Inc.,’ comedy by Mollie 
Steinberg and Reuben Clurglass, will 
be the Stagecrafters’ first production 
of the season. 

‘Interview,’ by Dorothy Day, ac- 
quired by Bushar and Tuerk for 
mid-season production. 

‘Come Home With Me Now’ by 
Allen Boretz, slated for production 
next January. William W. Schorr 
will direct, 

‘The Rumor,’ new play by C. K. 
Munro, set for production by Audrey 
Wood. 














$15,000 at Cass, Detroit 


With two or three anticipated 
standouts coming to Broadway next 
| week and the number of shows in 
| rehearsal taking a hefty jump, No- 
vember should see the season finally 
get into stride. 

Didoes of Wall Street brought 


| squawks from the night spots that 
| biz was dented but legit theatres 
| were not affected, grosses holding to 
ithe levels of Columbus Day week, 








LUNTS $24,000 


—=a 


Wall St. Didoes Didn't Affect Legits: 
‘Susan’ Tops at 216, ‘Wagon’ 17156 


deducting the extra matinee. This 
week should be as good if not bet- 
ter, dependent on whether the auto- 
mobile show will help. It is quite 
evident that the holdovers are clear 
ing up mostly because there is litg* 
fresh opposition. 


Advance sale for ‘I'd Rather 
Right,’ much publicized Cohan musi- 
cal, opened at the Alvin with a long 


double line leading to the box office, 
where three ticket sellers were on 
duty. In addition the Music Box 
staff is on the job, plus others there 
being nine persons assigned to ticks 
ets. Most of the latter are handling 
mail orders, of which several thou- 
| sands have been received. 

ee Island,’ last week's sole ar- 
rival, 


drew divided press and its 
| chances are in doubt, although busi- 
ness is fair. This week has one new 
| - 6) premiere, ‘Many Mansions,’ Biltmore, 


Lunt and Fontanne lived up to 
tradition here, filling every seat and 
standing ’em up for every perform- 
ance of Theatre Guild's ‘Amphitryon 
| 38’ last week to pull in $24,000 at 
$2.75 top. Figure was just about po- 
tential maximum with play being 
second American Theatre Society of- 
fering and bulk of audience getting 
| in at cut-rate subscription tariff. 

Current is ‘Leaning on Letty,’ 
bringing Charlotte Greenwood to 
Capito) for first time in years. 

Next week brings “Tovarich’ with 
Marta Abba and Rudolf Forster. 
‘Stage Door’ scheduled week of Nov. 
8 with Joan Bennett, ads already 
going after flicker trade with in per- 
son line. 

Washington Civic Theatre, semi- 
pro group with heavy moral sup- 
port of civic-minded element, opened 
second play-a-month season last 
week with four nights of ‘Excursion,’ 
which hadn’t reached here via the 
road, to satisfactory take but noith- 
ing to make history. 


Interesting angle is that Columbia 
Opera Company of New York, 
launching Rialto, ex-film temple, on 
auditorium policy, played to near 
capacity thruout Lunt-Fontanne en- 
gagement, both admitted to appeal 
to same type trade. 


| Washington, Oct. 26. 





‘Tobacco Road’s’ $15,200 


Phenomenal for St. Loo 
St. Louis, Oct. 26. 

Playing to capacity, with standees, 
at seven of its nine performances 
‘Tobacco Road,’ making its third ap- 
pearance here in two years closed 
week stand at American Theatre 
with swell take of $15,200. House 
was scaled to $1.50 for nights and 
$1.00 for matinees. Gross topped first 
engagement two years ago when 
scale was $2.00 and $1.50. For first 
time in several years third balcony 
of American was opened to accomo- 
date patrons. 

*Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ with 
Florence Reed, Lawrence Grossmith 
and Owen Davis, Jr., in leading roles 
began a week stand at American 





Sunday (24), House is scaled to 
$2.50. 








Devil Folds, 136, 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 


Most of those high hopes every- 
body had for Philly’s legit season 
when it finally made its delayed 
start have been knocked sky-high. 

‘Victoria Regina’ at the Forrest is, 
of course, an exception, but even 
this one with its impressive advance 
had vacant seats in the orchestra up 
until the end of the week. Balcony 
is sold clean for entire three weeks’ 
engagement. This week’s attend- 
ance is figured almost sure to beat 
the first week’s, and by the get- 
away week, as is so often the case in 


| Philly, they’ll probably be storming 


the doors. Last week’s $30,500 was 
plenty big, however. 

The sudden closing of ‘Between 
the Devil’ after a single week at the 
Chestnut Street Opera House was 
the talk of the street. 

‘May Wine’ limped through the 
week at the Erlanger and manage- 
ment finally decided to hold it for a 


announcement of the closing of ‘Be- 
tween the Devil’ was made. ‘May 
Wine’ had a tough break when me- 
chanical mishaps wrecked the first 
night’s performance and were the 





Third frame netted a neat $10,000. 
WPA 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ (ist week ) 
(1,269; $1.10). Public reception good 
even though admission for down- 
stairs tickets has been upped 100%. 
Expect to have good engagement. 





main cause of some caustic panning. 
The crix were four-to-one against 
| this one, and about even up on ‘Be- 
{tween the Devil,’ which had two 
|raves and two savage ‘n.g.’s.’ 
Nothing new this week, with the 
Chestnut dark. This house re-lights 
next Monday with the Theatre 


second week, especially when the | 


Regina's’ $30,500 Beaucoup for Philly; 


Wine, Weak 856 


Guild’s production of ‘Madame Bo- 
vary,’ first ATS subscription play. 
City’s total of legit shows will re- 
main at two, however, as the Er- 
langer figures on being dark. Its 
next booking is ‘Four Cents a Word,’ 
try-out on Monday, November 8. 
On Thursday of that week the Shu- 
berts bring their operetta, “Three 
Waltzes,’ into the Forrest. Other 
bookings are in chaotic state with 
‘Richard Il’ on December 6 as only 
definite booking. 

The Locust opens on November 12 
with a roadshow engagement of 
| ‘Hurricane,’ but figures on legit 
| bookings subsequently. 

Estimates for Last Week 

| ‘Victoria Regina’ (Forrest) (2,000; 
| $3.42) (Ist week). Some empty seats 
in orchestra first four nights, but 
mats sold. Hayes show grossed a 
rousing $30,500. Capacity is appar- 
ently set for this and next week. 

‘May Wine’ (Erlanger) (1,859; $2) 
(Ist week). Mechanical disasters at 
opening hurt plenty. Notices were 
mostly pans, but show picked up 
some and holds this week, figuring 
that ‘Between the Devil’s’ closing 
will help. $8,500 last week. 

‘Between the Devil’ (Chestnut) 
; (1,646; $3.42). One week only. Sud- 
| den decision to close Saturday came 
|as big surprise. Various reasons ru- 
mored, but fact remains show wasn’t 
| doing biz. Openec Tuesday and had 
{extra mat Friday. very poorly at- 

tended. About $13,000. 








moved up one week. Another debut 
is ‘As You Like It,’ something from 
the country theatres, due at the Ritz 
Saturday. 

Next week in addition to ‘Right’ 
there will be ‘Amphitryon 38,’ Shu- 
bert; ‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco, and 
‘Julius Caesar,’ Mercury (Comedy). 

‘Susan and God,’ $21,000, again tops 
the list with ‘The Star Wagon,’ $17,- 
500, the other new success, while 
‘The Women,’ ‘Room Service’ and 
‘You Can't Take It With You,’ rid- 
ing high. ‘French Without Tears’ 
picked up and looks like a winter 
stayer. 

‘Virginia,’ Center, and ‘Blow Ye 
Winds,’ 46th Street, closed Saturday. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Angel Isiand,’ National (2d week) 
(D-1,164-$3.30). Opened last mid- 
| week; drew some favorable notices, 
| but generally doubtful press. 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Majestic (29th 
week) (M-1,752-$3.30). Moved here 
Monday with excellent advance sale 
registered; may stay through winter; 
sole musical on list around $15,400. 

‘Blow Ye Winds,’ 46th St. Closed 
Saturday after playing four and one- 
half weeks; failed to improve; 
around $5,000. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Hudson (46th week) 
(C-1,097-$3.30). Not as strong as 
some other holdovers, but steadily 
profitable and_ indefinite; around 
$7,500. 


‘French Without Tears,’ Miller (5th 


week) (C-944-$3.30). Improved and 
expected to stick through winter 
period; last week takings $10,600. 
‘George and Margaret,’ Morosco 
(6th week) (C-961-$3.30). Another 
English play doing fairly well and 
also slated to stick; paced over $9,000. 
‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(36th week) (C-957-$3.30). Probably 
benefited by the lateness of season 
and now listed indefinitely; last week 
around $8,000 and okay. 
‘Lady Has a Heart,’ Longacre (5th 
week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Rated around 
$5,500; has not green | improved, 
but management hopeful. 


‘Many Mansions,’ Biltmore (lst 
week) (CD-991-$3.30). Presented by 
Alexander Kirkland; written by 


Jules Eckert Goodman and Eckert 
Goodman; opens tonight (27). 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (24th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Drawing heavy 
money as engagement approaches 
sixth month mark; last week takings 
were $16,000. 

‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (4th 
week) (CD-1,036-$3.30). Tops the 
list with standees most perform- 
ances; again grossed $21,000. 

‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (5th 
week) (CD-1,096-$3.30). Season's 
other new hit playing to virtual 
capacity also with takings approxi- 
mately $17,500. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (44th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Only ‘Susan’ 
getting more than this holdover, 
which grossed $19,000 last week. 

‘To Quito and Back,’ Guild (4th 
week) (D-914-$3.30). Not getting 
strong draw considering subscrip- 
tions; around $12,000; ‘Ghost of 
Yankee Doodle’ may follow in. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (203d 
week) (C-1,107-$1.65). Takings bet- 
tered $6,200 last week with more 
than a third of the gross being re- 
corded Saturday. 

‘Virginia,’ Center. Closed Satur- 
day after playing eight weeks; costly 
| flop 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
jhouse (37th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
| Better last week when takings went 
}to around $10,000 mark; another 
holdover sitting pretty. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ 
Booth (46th week) (C-708-$3.30). 
Draw as strong as ever; even with 





road companies touring original 
should round out new _— season: 
$15,000. 

Revivals 


| Abbey Players, Ambassador; Dub- 
\lin troupe clicking with ‘The Far- 
| Off Hills’; date further extended 
with rep. 

‘As You Like It,’ Ritz; opens Sat- 
urday (30), 

‘The Fireman’s Flame,’ American 
Music Hali; old style melodrama. 

WPA 

‘Processional,’ Elliott; revival. 

‘A Hero Was Born,’ Adelphi. 

Eugene O'Neill playlets; colored 





‘casts; Lafayette, Harlem, 





ts 
& 























ar 


TE ee ee Re ee 





EE gprs 


he Po 


‘ 


Pe ee ne fae oe ee ee ee 
0286 nghe mecca ene wrewR ac 


ee 


of ee enn 
cei 


™ 








58 VARIETY 


CONCERT 


Wednesday, October 27, 1937 








Vash, Long Opera Desert, Now 
Has Two Cos.; Union Troubles 








Washington, Oct. 25. 

This city, which only six years 
ago got around to acquiring its own 
symphony and still gets its opera in 
rare spurts, has started this season 
with a wealth of grand opera. Co- 
lumbia Opera Co. of N. Y., en- 
couraged by the success of a return 
engagement three weeks ago in 
Baltimore, screwed up its courage, 
moved into the Rialto, recently 
transformed from a picture theatre 
to an auditorium policy, presented 
nine different operas in seven dys 
from Oct. 19 to 24, and collected 
approximately $9,000. Every per- 
formance but the matinees was 
complete sellout at 55c. to $1.65. 

Previous Tuesday (12) a new local 
group, the Washington Popular Assn., 
had gambled on a performance of 
‘Rigoletto’ at Constitution Hall and 
packed ’em to get around $4,500 with 
a 50c. to $4-scale. Performance used 
an all-professional cast, chorus of 12 
coming from the Metropolitan, a 40- 
piece orchestra drawn from _ the 
National Symphony and principals 
rounaed up from all parts of the 
country. 

Pop group is headed by A. Conti- 
Berenguer, now sole operator of the 
concert agency which opened here in 
1934 as Beren-Brooks Bureau to 
state Pan-American musicals and 
special concerts. Following the suc- 
cess of ‘Rigoletto,’ the association has 
announced a series of one opera a 
month, beginning Nov. 22 with 
‘Barber of Seville,’ presented on 
same general plan, except that the 
chorus will have to be secured else- 
where, as Met singers will not be 
available. Association gets by as 
non-profit making, Conti-Berenguer 

cing its only salaried officer. 

Columbia group, which carries an 
13-piece orch, ran into trouble when 
the musicians’ local put a seven-man 
call on the house and required the 
opera scale of $88 rather than the 
repertory scale of $60. Since the 
house had been a picture spot for 
years, the operators weren’t aware 
of the musicians’ requirement until 
two days before the opera was to 
open. Troupe’s impresario, Armand 
Bagarozy, tried to get a stand-by 
rate under a proposition to pay the 
local off and use his own men, but 
couldn’t. Then he tried to get the 
repertory rate and spend the differ- 
ence in rehearsal time, but failed. 
Result was that seven local men 
were thrown into 18-piece orchestra 
and played nine different scores, ar- 
ranged to fit peculiar requirements 
of imported company, with little re- 
hearsal. Critics on first two shows 
were brutal, although by the end of 
the week things were going more 
smoothly. 


Only $1,887 New Sales; 
St. Louis Symph Headed 
For $16,000 Deficit 


St. Louis, Oct. 26. 

With only 81 new season ticket 
subscriptions, amounting to $1,887, 
obtained thus far in the subscripti-n 
campaign for the St. Louis Sym- 
phony Orchestra’s forthcoming sea- 
son, it appears that a deficit of 
$16,000 will exist in the working 
budget established on the expectancy 
ef ticket sales. 

Total sale of 3,594 season tickets 
to date is 692 less than the total for 
the 1936-37 season and plans to wipe 
out the threatened deficit by addi- 
tional season ticket sales will b2 
laid by executives of the orchestra 
association at a meeting to be held 
during the current week. 











GALLI CURCI SOCKS 


St. Paul, Oct. 26. 

Galli Curci was a b.o. wow at 
Wadena, Minn., last week, pulling 
*em in from as far as 200 miles away. 
Coloraturo soprano warbled to an 
attendance of more than 2,000 for 
the town’s annual big-time musical 
splurge. 

Population of the burg is only 
2.500, but all seats were taken, over- 
flow running into the aisles and or- 
chestra pit. SRO was certain sev- 
eral days before the concert. 





Jan Savitt orch, house band at 
KYW, Philly, pencilled in to play 
Junior Prom at University of Penn- 
sylvania Friday (29). Toot at Sigma 
Delta Kappa fraternity dance in 
Broadwood Hotel, Philly, Thanks- 
giving Day. 


ms 


Detroit Symph Subs 
Detroit, Oct. 26. 
Replacing members taken’ by 
NBC’s Toscanini symphers, new 
musicians with the Detroit Symph 
this season include Carmine Copola, 
flutist; Leonard Smith, trumpeter; 
Theodore Seder and Kenneth Shultz, 
French horn players; Gardell 
Simons, trombonist, and Frank F. 
Reeser, doublebass player. 
NBC’s raid took John Vander 
Graf, doublebass player; Philip 
Sklar, bass player; John R. Wummer, 
flutist; Frank Stagliano, French horn 
player, and Jascha Schwarzmann, 
cellist. Latter three had been heard 
regularly with the Ford, Sunday 
night concert, which uses the De- 
troit symph under the Ford label. 


PHILA. SYMPHS 
NIXING NBC 
RAID BIDS 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Every first desk man in Philly 
orch has been offered a job with 
Toscanini’s new National Broadcast- 
ing Company symph at considerably 
more coin than he is now getting, it 
was learned this week. All the offers 
have been nixed. 


NBC rep, in q.t. confabs with the 
men for the last couple of months, 
has offered as high as $15,000 a year. 
Fattest envelopes now being received 
are between $10,000 and $12,000. 
Several second and subsequent desk 
men have gone over to the Tosca 
group. 

Principal reason for the turndown 
was the uncertainty of tenure in the 
new orch. While the termers offered 
were for 52 weeks, the men feared 
NBC might tire of the whole idea 
at the end of that time, and then 
what? Philly Orch Assn. binders 
are also only on season-to-season 
basis, but a tooter whose work is 
satisfactory is certain of a post for 
practically the rest of his life. There 
is also an attractive pension system. 


Other reasons for refusing bids 
were that musickers figgered Philly 
connection gave them more prestige 
and they are required to do less 
work. Creates more demand and 
gives them more outside time. 











“Stoki’s Philly Dates 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 

Leopold Stokowski back from the 
Coast to resume conducting the 
Philly Orch.. First concert under 
his direction is skedded for Nov. 4. 
Wil be an ali-Russian program. 

Stoki will remain until Dec. 14, 
leading eight regular concerts here, 
a Youth Concert, and a _ concert 
apicce in Baitimore and Washington 
and three in New York. 


JAP BAN WILL 
KEEP CONCERT 
TALENT OUT 


Tokyo, Oct. 15. 

evere jolt was handed impres- 
sarios when the Finance Office ‘re- 
quested’ cancellation of all contracts 
covering foreign concert talent sked- 
ded for future appearance. As only 
vocal and orchestral talent was men- 
tioned in the announcement, it is not 
known if all artists are barred by 
this ‘request.’ 

Specific contracts mentioned by 
Shigeki Ishii, director of the second 
section of Finance Ministry exchange 
bureau were those of Grace Moore, 
Leopold Stokowski, Jacques Thi- 
baud, Tito Schipa, Alfred Cortot ‘and 
others.” Reason assigned was ‘de- 
sire to restrict exchange transac- 
tions.” Ishii emphasized that ban 
pertains to ‘commercial appearances 
only,’ indicating that one and all are 
welcome as tourists. 


Columbia Artists And 


Concert Bureaus’ Coast 
Tie; East Separate 


Columbia Artists, Inc., and the Co- 
lumbia Concerts Corp. have merged 
operations on the Coast, with W. 
Arthur Rush, formerly with Victor 
Talking Machine Co., in full charge. 
Consolidation, as affecting the Pa- 
cific area only, has taken the tag, 
Columbia Management, Inc. Rush 
will use Hollywood as his headquar- 
ters. 


Under the new setup Lawrence 
Lowman, CBS v.-p., will contact 
Rush direct on material which Co- 
lumbia Artist controls, while Arthur 
Judson, head of the CCC, will work 
with Rush on the former’s artists. 
It’s. the first time that the network 
and its partner, the CCC, have got 
together on an operations merger of 
this sort. 

Larry White, whom Lowman sent 
out to the Coast several months ago, 
will come under Rush’s authority. 

















‘Interference, 


Cleve. Symph-Music Union Suit; 


Forceouts, Imports 





Cleveland, Oct. 26. 
Carl J. Vosburgh, manager of 
Cleveland Symphony Orchestra, 
brought his fight against the local 


musicians’ union to a head last week 
by filing an injunction suit against 
the AFL unit for unwarranted inter- 
ference as well as for trying to keep 
six new musicians from fulfilling 
their contracts, 

Dispute centers around the alleged 
‘importation’ of players by the symph 
directed by Artur Rodzinski. Six- 
teen men were engaged for the 1937- 
38 season, of whom only 10 were 
certified by Milton W. Krasny, prez 
of union. 

Five of those in the string section 
turned down, which included one 
Clevelander, kept Leon Zawisza, 
David Schwartz, Jac Goredetzky, 
Theron McClure, Tom Brennan and 
LeRoy Collins from playing in the 
opening concert last week. Rodzin. 
ski revamped the score to go on 
without them, but music critics com- 
mented on a _ noticeable lack of 
balance in the symph. 

Order threatening expulsion of the 
six from the AFL if they partici- 
pated, according to local officials, 
emanated from Joseph N. Weber, 
AFM prez in N. Y., after Krasny 
protested against favoritism to out- 














of-town talent. Of the 82 men in 


troupe, 25 are localites or traine¢ 
here. Rodzinski is accused of forc- 
ing out the original charter mem- 
bers, some pf whom are now in WPA 
orchestras, and favoring students of 
Philly’s Curtis Institute. 

Question of union recognition or 
eligibility of its musicians is not in- 
volved, for the orchestra has been 
unionized for the last 19 years. Vos- 
burgh charges Krasny’s battle to 
protect local musicians against out- 
of-towners is a smoke-screen to gain 
more power, and that facts are be- 
ing distorted. Pointed out that audi- 
tions open to ail Cievelanders are 
held annually, although few have 
qualified. Rodzinski recently hinted 
that he couldn’t find any here 
capable enough to work under his 
baton. 

Civic directors of Severance Hall’s 
symph, which has received dona- 
tions reaching $3,500,000 since it was 
founded, voted to fight the union de- 
mands only two days before the 
first concert. Krasny’s attempt to 
dictate its personnel through threats 
of fines and expulsion, they said in 
suit, is definitely unlawful and in- 
jurious to organization. Petition 
also names seven other union of- 
ficials, Henry Pfizenmayer, Elmer H. 
Wahl, Baddy Costello, Frank Cran- 
dall, Edward Haug, Ralph Villoni 
and Horace Vokoun. 


N. Y. Concert Biz on Upbeat; 


——? 


Ballet Russe Garners Good Gross 





¥ 


Rubinoff Tour 


Rubinoff is going out on a short 
concert tour, on which he will head 
a small troupe, chiefly in one-night 
stands in concert halls. Tour opens 
Friday (29) in Peoria, and the show 
will work its way as far west as 
Denver before disbanding, so Rubin- 
off can play a-solo date in vaude at 
the Palace in mid-November. 


Supporting the violinist in the 
troupe will be Margaret Daum, so- 
prano, and the piano team of Jacques 
Fray and Mario Braggiotti. Admish 
scales will be varied, according to 
the size of the towns trouped. Top 
will be $2.75. 


GUILD SETS 
DEAL WITH 
DE FEO 


American Guild of Musical Artists 
last week signatured a pact with 
with George De Feo and his Cen- 
tury Grand Opera Co. of N. Y. cov- 
ering recognition, AGMA shop and 
certain minor provisos. Agreement 
is for two years and covers all solo 
singers, dancers, stage directors, 
stage managers and prompters. 

While the deal does not set any 
wage minimums, a general set of 
such requirements is being drawn up 
by the AGMA board and will be sub- 
mitted to various opera manage- 
ments within the next couple of 
weeks. Dates have tentatively been 
set for AGMA to huddle with Al- 
fredo Salmaggi, Fortune Gallo, En- 
rico Odierno, Armando Passeri and 
other local impresarios with idea 
of concluding contracts recognizing 
the Guild. Meeting with J. Franklin 
Viola and Armand Bararozy, of the 
Columbia Opera Co. of N. Y., is 
skedded for Monday (1). 

Having signatured a deal with the 
S. California Symphony Assn., Leo 
Fischer, executive secretary of the 
Guild, was expected to conclude a 
similar one with the San Francisco 
Grand Opera Co. either yesterday 
(Tuesday) or today. He will go im- 
mediately thereafter to Los Angeles 
and is due in Chicago the end of the 
week. He will powwow with the 
Chicago Opera officials for several 
days and is expected back at the 
New York headquarters of AGMA 
some time late next week. 

Efforts to bring about an amalga- 
mation of AGMA and the Choral 
Alliance, which is also affiliated with 
the Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, have made no _ further 
progress. More meetings will be 
held and no serious hitch is antici- 
pated. Idea is that the Alliance 
would become a_ée subsidiary of 
AGMA, with status similar to that 
of Chorus Equity and Actors Equity. 











Pugs to H’wood 











(Continued from page 1) 





a pretty good chance on a test. 
Another who wants to go Hollywood 
is Bob Olin, who once beat Maxie 
Rosenbloom. 


After Boris Kaplan, in charge of 
testing in the east, had interviewed 
all the fighters, they were put 
through emotional paces by Eddie 
Blatt, h.o. dramatic coach, and 
later were asked to show how 
they’d walk across a floor, etc., by 
Lillian Madeley. In addition to be- 
ing prettied up under a makeup 
routine, the pugs were photographed. 
Phetos, done by Lou Nathan, will 
be studied pending further testing. 





CONCERT NOTES 


Stephan Hero set for fiddling dates 
with the Rochesie. symph Dec. 10, 
National Orch Assn. in Carnegie 
Hall Dec. 13 and with the Montreal 
symph Dec. 19. Then tours for joint 
recitals with Carola Gitana, Spanish 
dancer, 





Amparo Iturbi, sister of conductor- 
pianist Jose Iturbi, begins a piano 





recital tour Nov. 5. 


Grosses continued to surge upward 
in the New York concert biz last 
week, offering fresh indication that 
the new season will chalk up some 
terrific b. o. figures. Philharmonic- 
Symphony Society Orchestra drew a 
packed house for its season opener 
at Carnegie Hall last Thursday (21) 
night. Monte Carlo Ballet Russe 
debuted to standees at the Metro- 
politan Opera House last Friday (22) 
night, Harald Kreutzberg pulled an- 


other super-capacity house at the 
Guild theatre Sunday (24) night, 
and Richard Tauber was expected to 
draw almost a full house at Town 
Hall last (Tuesday) night. 


How big the b. 0. may become is 
shown by the sale for Yehudi Men- 
huin’s two recitals at Carnegie Hall 
Dec. 6 and Jan. 3. Entire house has 
been gone for weeks for the first and 
only stage seats are left for the sec- 
ond. Top is $3.30 for the fiddler’s 
dates, with the house estimated at 
better than $7,000 each, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Philharmonic - Symphony Orch, 
Carnegie Hall (2,760-subscription). 
Thursday (21) night’s opening, ca- 
pacity, as usual for this, almost ex- 
actly $4,860. Friday (22) afternoon, 
also a customary sellout, $5,100 at 
same scale, but fewer press seats. 
Sunday (24) afternoon, not as sharp 
a drop as in former seasons, around 
$2,800. 

Monte Carle Ballet Russe, Metro- 
politan Opera House (3,500-$3.30). 
Friday (22) night opening was a 
smash, with several hundred stan- 
dees, rated $6,500. Saturday (23) 
night only scattered empty seats, 
estimated $5,900. Sunday (24) night, 
off a bit. but still strong, $5,400. Mon- 
day (25) night, up again to approx- 
imately $5,800. Last night (Tuesday) 
expected about the same. Ballet 
sticks until next Sunday (31), with 
three extra matinees, then tours. 


Harald Kreutzberg, Guild theatre 
(914-$2.75). Sunday (24) night. 
Profiting by his sock notices several 
weeks ago, the dancer packed in 
super-capacity, with extra seats and 
standees, despite Monte Carlo Ballet 
opposish. Rated $1,600. 


Philadelphia Orchestra, Eugene 
Ormandy conducting, Serge Rach- 
maninoff, piano soloist, Carnegie 
Hall (2,760-$3.50) Saturday (23) 
night. All the place would hold for 
the Russian ivory thumper, fine 
$8,000. 

Alfredo Salmaggi opera company, 
Hipp (5,500-99c.) Saturday (23) and 
Sunday (24) nights. First was clean 
sellout, for $3,400. Second also big, 
$2,900. 

Richard Tauber, Town Hall (1,560- 
$2.75) Tuesday (26) night. Austrian 
tenor is a b. o. natural since he’s 
been in pix. Anticipated $3,000. 

Vienna Boys Choir and Joseph 
Schmidt, tenor, Carnegie Hall (2,- 
760-$2.75). Not as strong a draw as 
some of the other heavies in town, 
but doing well. Expected nearly 





K. O. to Reno? 


(Continued from page 1) 














by this decision, and in New York 
by a similar one, legal men are of 
the opinion that all states will make 
similar moves as such matters come 
up, virtually destroying the fame 
upon which Reno has been built. 

Illinois decision was handed down 
in case of Dorothy Ferguson Jardine 
versus Charles F. Jardine. In com- 
ing into court, Mrs. Jardine asked 
the annulment of her five year mar- 
riage to Jardine on grounds that his 
divorce from a former wife, obtained 
in Reno, was by fraud since he was 
not a permanent resident of Nevada 
and had no intention of becoming 
so. 
Jardine charged that since his wife 
had paid for his former divorce so 
that she could marry him, she was 
a party to the alleged fraud, and 
hence had no right to bring such 
charges. 

Mrs. Jardine’s attorney, Benjamin 
Ehrlich, based her case on a theory 
that the State was a parent to mar- 
riage and divorce; that it must give 
a party with dirty hands the right 
to clean them, or the State itself 
would become a party to the fraud. 

In granting Mrs. Jardine’s petition 
for an annulment the Supreme Court 
declared Reno divorces to be illegal 
when the plaintiff established resi- 
dence there for the purpose of ob- 
taining such divorce, and was not a 
bona fide citizen. 

If, and when, other states join I- 
linois and N. Y. in declaring such 
divorces fraudulent, the sweeping 
effect is expected to relegate the 





Nevada resort to the obscure place 
a town of its size ordinarily has. 
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Sweepstake Eye>Winking 

Only two of New York's daily 
newspapers, the Herald Tribune and 
The Sun omitted reporting the win- 
ners of the Irish sweepstakes last 
week. Tribune carried no explana- 
tion for omitting the list which was 
carried by the Times, but The Sun 
published a front page story in re- 
gard to skipping ‘its publication. 

Move on the part of The Sun 
seems like either an attempt to clear 
the matter up, or more probably a 
coy means of getting in a whack at 
the New Deal’s Mr. Farley, by put- 
ting him on.the spot for not prose- 
cuting papers which disregarded the 
vague Post Office regulation. Tri- 
bune’s silence, but omission of the 
list makes this explanation credible 
as hope of embarrassing the Ad- 
ministration, 

Sun stated that it would carry no 
news for the same reason as it gave 
last May when the Post Office ‘re- 
fused to make a definite ruling on the 
printing of news relating to sweep- 
stakes.” Sun stated there had been 
ne change in the ‘attitude of N. Y.’s 
Postmaster ‘Albert Goldman, who an- 
nounced last spring that there was 
a Federal law prohibiting the mail- 
ing of newspapers printing winners 
of lotteries. 

Sun considered printing two edi- 


tions, one for the mails, and the 
other for local distribution, but 
‘dropped idea when it was. found 


that any subscriber might put The 
Sun in the position ef violating the 
law by mailing his copy.’ 

Sun further ‘stated that Postmas- 
ter General Farley, under consider- 
able pressure from publishers, was 
understood to feel that Goldman had 
been a bit too sweeping in his zeal 
for the law. 





N. Y¥Y. Guild Benefit’s $2,000 

The third annual benefit of the 
Newspaper Guild of New York for 
the Emergency Fund was held at the 
Manhattan Opera House (22). Pri- 
mary purpose of affair, aside from 
cash receipts, was to enlist coopera- 
tion of Guild members in labor dif- 
ficulties. Instead of soapbox ora- 
tory, however, sentiment was more 
subtly aroused in a series of skits, 
‘Guild Parade of 1937,’ purported to 
show the blatant skullduggery of va- 
yious newspaper publishers, many 
of whom were mentioned right out 
joud, and hissed accordingly. 

Douglas Montgomery, currently 
rehearsing in the Rowland Steb- 
bins production, ‘Merely Murder,’ 
volunteered his services to act the 
role of Guild Narrator. Production 
was Staged by Morris Watson, former 
A. P, employee, whose dismissal last 
year was tried before the Supreme 
Court. He won a moral victory for 
himself and the entire newspaper 
fraternity, but spurned his reinstate- 
ment, and is now affiliated with the 
WPA dramatic enterprises. 

Every film company bought boxes 
at $100. Rutgers Neilson, of RKO, 
played host to Anna Neagle, Herbert 
Wileox and Mitzi Green, Hortense 
Schorr, of Columbia, was hostess to 
Gloria Swanson, who epitomized 
glamour in a white brocade evening 
gown with ‘gold leaves in her hair 
and a chocolate brown evening cloak. 
Paul Muni, accompanied by his wife, 
Bella, received a three-minute ova- 
tion, when he took a bow from his 
Warner Bros. box. Ben Washer, of 
the Goldwyn office, entertained for 
Mr. and Mrs. William Hoehnel, Mr. 
and Mrs. Howard Barnes and Frank 
Nugent. 

Presence of Mayor La Guardia, 
Thomas Dewey, Comptroller Mc- 
Goldrick and Newbold Morris in 
center box was signal for prolonged 
cheers and battery of flashlights. La 
Guardia, responding to cris of 
‘speech, speech,’ retorted: 

‘The reason I am here tonight is 
because I heard that if I came, I 
would meet Gypsy Rose Lee.’ 
(Laughter and applause). ‘The only 
difference between Miss Lee and 
myself is that she strips herself, 
and I ame stripping Tammany!’ 

Heywood Broun, National Presi- 
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Strike’s Comedy Angle 





Some of the Eagle vets are 
peeved at the strike-breakers, 
many of them from the Times- 
Union which the Eagle took 
over, because it was on account 
of the T-U overhead that the 
Eagle strike came about, in 
some measure. 

Among the humorous side- 
lights is the solicitude of the 
cops at the Eagle who now 
know the picketers fairly well 
and make intimate inquiries 











on how’s the wife, the kiddies, 
ete. One cop, a pretty good 
tenor, did a personal appear- 
ance at the strikers’ Saturday 


night socials and clicked big. 
Strike headquarters are 
across the street from the 
Eagle and during one _in- 


clement day when a new pick- 
eting shift was slated to ap- 
pear, to coincide with the ad- 
vent of the new shift of print- 
ers, the cops came into h.q. 
and wanted to know where the 
boys aré, why they didn’t 
show up on _ schedule, and, 
‘Come on out, we're lone- 
some.’ 











Jim Tully’s Guess 

Jim Tully in a story appearing in 
the Nov. 6 issue of Liberty tells of 
the Joe Louis-Tommy Farr fight last 
summer and predicts that the Brown 
Bomber will not be champion for 
long. Tully, former fighter himsélf; 
believes Louis will be defeated in 
his next contest, saying the fellow 
is definitely on the skids. Jack 
Dempsey is quoting saying of the 
Tully article: ‘My old pal has said 
it. 

Dempsey figures that light heavy- 
weight champ John Henry Lewis 
might turn the trick. 





Philly Papers Drop ‘Extras’ 

Two editions of the Philly evening 
papers have been dropped for 
economy reasons. They are the first 
edition, tagged ‘Extra,’ which used 
to appear at 10 a.m., and the ‘Sports 
Extra,’ which appeared about 3:45. 
Earliest edition to hit the street now 
is ‘Postscript’ at 1l a.m. This is fol- 
lowed by ‘Night Extra’ around 1:30, 
‘One Star Final’ at 4, ‘Two Star’ at 
5:30 and “Three Star’ to catch final 
scores. , 

Changes apply to Bulletin and 
Ledger. Bulletin recently added two 
extra sports pages as a cover for its 
final editions. Regular page one 
then becomes page three. 


Why Pegler Was Out 

Reason Westbrook Pegler’s column 
did not appear in the N. Y. World- 
Telegram last Tuésday (19) is under- 
stood to be because of an attack on 
all newspaper circulation contests. 

Roy Howard is understood to have 
nixed the column on the ground that 
some Scripps-Howard papers use 
contests, and that they might be used 
more extensively in the future. 





Life’s Trademark Suit 

Ultem Publications is named de- 
fendant in U. S, district court by 
Time, Inc., publishers of the weekly 
mag, — Life. Plaintiffs claim an 
Ultem publication copies Life’s for- 
mat, in violation of the plaintiff's 
trademark. 

Suit is for a permanent injunction 
and accounting of profits. 


Not Riot—Just Newspapermen 

Philly chapter of the Newspaper 
Guild tossed a party last week at 
Green's, upstairs beanery in Philly. 
Figuring the affair would wax hectic 
and last into the wee hours, the boys 
sought precautions so the cops 
wouldn't pinch the place. 

Police headquarters sent out a gen- 
eral order over the department tele- 
type, warning all gendarmes that 
uproar at Broad and Vine streets 
wasn't a riot—just the scribes—and 


dent of the Newspaper Guild, took| to avoid the area as a plague. 


center stage to urge boycoit of the 
Brooklyn Eagle and the department 
store, Abraham & Strcus, 
it advertises in the Eazgle. 


} 


| 


because | 


N. Y. Trib’s Shakeup 
Personnel shifts at the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune on Monday (25) in- 





Following the entertainment, there | clude moving Stanley Walker over 


was dancing to Richard Himber’s| to the editorial and feature depart-| 


Essex House music in the main ball- 
room and refreshments and drinks 
at the bar. Net proceeds for the 
evening was $2,000. Dee Lowrance 
was in charge of tickets, and 
credited for considerable advance 
over last year, | 

Current lineup of officers is: Hey- 
wood Broun, National pres.; 





| 


ment. He has been assistant manag- 
ing editor. George H. Cornish, Sun- 
day editor, remains at that post, and 
was in addition appointed assistant 
to the managing editor. Henley Hill 
remains as assistant managing editor. 
Everett Walker has been appointed 


'to the post formerly held by Cornish 
Carl | as editor of the second Sunday news 


Randau, of N. Y. World-Te!egram, | section. John Bogart becomes assist- 


president of New York Chapter; 
James Kiernan, N. Y¥, Times, and 





ant to Everett Walker. ee 
Garrett Smith, on the Trib’s copy 


Monroe Stern, Journal, v.p’s; Tom | desk for several years, resigning to 
Cassidy, Daily News, secretary; Nat join News-Week and take over the 
Einhorn, Brooklyn Eagle, treasurer. j law and education departments 


CHATTER 
Alexander Woolicott’s ‘Second 
Reader’ due out next month. 


Richard English sold his story, 
‘Swing Simple,’ to College Humor. 

Fred J. Walker appointed San 
| Francisco bureau manager for In- 
| ternational News Service. 

Viking Press has sold British 
| Broadcasting Co. the television 
| rights for a trial broadcast of “The 
| Waltz.’ 
|. Bob King, Philly Bulletin reporter, 





has been added to press corp in 
| Governor Eark’s office in Harris- 
burg. 

Gene Fowler leaves Sat. (30) 


for Hollywood to work on the script 
for the Selznick picture dealing wit 
the Associated Press, 

Charles Douglas Jackson, who has 
been assistant to Henry R. Luce of 


Time, Ine., was appointed General 
Manager of Life last week. Ap-| 
poirtment goes into effect immedi- | 
ately. 


Walter Gunnison, grandson of H.'! 


F. Gunnison, fermer publisher of 


| the Brooklyn Daily Eagle is one of | 


lthe strikers on. the picket line at| 


| that paper. 


| -William Faulkner has finished his | 
; new book titled “The Unvanquished,” | 


a series of stories dealing with the 


he 
| Civil War. 
| 


| LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 


George Horace Lerimer, 69, editor 
of the Saturday Evening Post for al- 


writers whose names are now house- 
hold words into the paper. The late 
Ring Lardner, Harry Leon Wilson, 
Joseph Hergesheimer, Octavus Roy 
Cohen, Mary Reberts’. Rinehart, 
George Patullo, Albert Payson Ter- 
hune, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Irvin S. 


most 40 years, died in Philadelphia, | 


Oct. 22. 

Known for his editorial conserva- | 
tism whieh was reflected in the| 
Post’s pages, he brought many 





Cobb, Thomas Beer, Sinclair Lewis 
and many others were’ writers 
whose short stories appeared regu- 
larly in the Post. 

Funeral was held on Monday at 
his home. Honorary pall bearers 
included Herbert Hoover, Supreme 
Court Justice Owen = T. Roberts, 
Booth Tarkington, Kenneth Roberts, 
Dr. Thomas S. Gates, president of 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
Garet Garrett, A. Atwater Kent, Ed- 
ward T. Stotesbury, J. Bertram Lip- 
pincott, Wesley W. Stout, and Walter 
D. Fuller, 

Fred G. Storey, 67, editor of Co- 
lumbus, Ga., Enquirer, died Saturday 
(23) of heart attack. He had been 
ill for month and only recently re- 
turned to his desk, where he was 
stricken and died before medical aid 
could be summoned, Storey became 
editor of Enquirer when it was ac- 
quired by R. W. Page Corp., in 1930. 
He was formerly connected with 
Columbus Ledger. A son, Fred G., 
Jr., is with advertising dep’t of At- 
lanta Journal. 


Capt. William Elliett Gonzales, 
71, publisher of Columbia, S. C., 
State, died Oct, 20. He became 
editor of The State following death 
of his brother, N. G. Gonzales, in 
1903. Following seven years service 
as United States minister to Cuba, 
he was named, in 1920, as U. S. am- 
| bassador to Peru, post he occupied 
for nine years, Daughter and sister 





| 

| Survive. 
| Mrs. Helen Cliffor@ Wilbur, | 
author, playwright and newspaper 


writer, died at Giendale, Calif., Oct. 
| 18, after a lingering illness. She was 
| the mother of Elizabeth Wilbur, 
screen and radio actress. A sister 
and two brothers living at Glovers- 
ville, N. Y., also survive. The body 
was taken to Palo Alto, Calif., for 
interment. 

Thomas R. Williams, 59, secretary 
of the Pittsburgh Publishers Asso- 
ciation, died on Oct. 21 at his hore, 
following a two weeks’ illness of 
pneumonia. He was president from 


| 











Publishers Association, and had been 
managing editor and business man- 
ager of the Pittsburgh Press. 


| the American Newspaper Publishers 
Association since 1934, who had been 


at his home in Richmond, Ind. He 
was the publisher of “The Richmond 


| 
newspaper. 
Reginald Charles Barker, 56, au- 


Los Angeles, Oct. 
two sons survive. 


26. 


Daily News, died Sunday (17) after 
an illness of four weeks, 
Bernardino (‘(“"' 
Oct. 22. 





| 1920-22, of the Amer.can Newspaper | : : 
| Cross’ crusaders are still unbeaten | 
land untied. 





} 


sick since July, died on October 24| woek and they see 
} 


| Palladium,’ Indiana’s second oldest! 4 tossup and Michigan wins. 


Robert Harbison, 71. editor of San| their Minnesota victory, 
*) Son, ed there! quired a passing 
jto their bruising tactics. 


The apple cart was knocked over 
when four tremendous favorites, Co- 
lumbia, NYU, Syracuse and LSU, all 
bit the dust. Experts have gone 
beserk endeavoring to find a new 
method of doping. We're still bat- 
thing, so here gues. 

Kentucky at Alabama 

The boys from the Blue Grass re- 
gion had an awakening against poor 
old Manhattan. However, "Bama 
riding the crest of a crimson wave 
and barring a train wreek or a ty- 
phoon, Alabama should win out. 

Texas. Christian at Baylor 

Texas,- like the rest of the teams 


rs 





in that sector, is above average, and 
Davy O’Brien 


Footbal 


By Dick Fishell 





|rates a fair average, but not quite 
enough to cope with Nebraska mob, 
Colgate at NYU 

Both elevens have been pushed 
around until it hurts. The Violets 
}are accustomed to it, but the Red 
Raiders don’t like it. Andy Kerr 
likes to put on a good show in New 
York and this may be his best of 
the season, over an injury-riddled 
N. Y. squad—therefore, it’s Colgate. 

Fordham at North Carolina 

Carolina has come fast. They 
have shown a smooth attack and an 
excellent kicking game. The Ram) 
is still unbeaten and you can’t take 
that away from them. The Ford- 








is worth his weight | ham Sophomores improving. with 
F e 
robable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 
(Oct. 30, 1937) 
By DICK FISHELL 

GAME WINNER ODDS 
Kentucky at Alabama ............./ ARMBAMIA 2. ccccccccccccceres 4/1 
Texas Christian at Baylor.......... PERE 455s veadeteuadeet bee « 8/1 
Ohio State at Chicago.............. Ome Glebe 42606000 oceaddnia 4/1 
Columbia at Cormell................ CMUUIION. 4 v0 cimse0-d0s sana - Sf 
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Nebraska at Indiana................ PIGRSROMA. ns o0.060000086-008550- ee 
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Fordham at North Carolina ....... POTGRAM sosprnceascoasesresg Gn 
Navy at Pennsylvania ............. Navy ..... 046 g0e es ocanstcéiae Uae 
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oe RR a Purdue + cin as 6 0.05h004 bab h 64 ee 
Aubera at Miee oi... act a 6 MODE. soccccecedspensecass. Ste 
Oregon State at Stanford.......... BOGIES. «0.00 0000808000e0084%,. Ee 
Penn State at Syracuse ............ BERROMNS 6 08.46 ceceensticecs Oe 
OE BS ee ee Pee Er re ee 
Northwesicrn at Wisconsin ........ Nerthwesterm ...ccccoccecsee 8/5 
upemaeten At: Wale. oni si cdevccies Weel Sidi visceawes bicvneeiess” TON 
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in gold. The Baylor Bears, selected 
for the cellar in the Southwest Con- 
ference, has been the dark horse 
and now rates top honors. They'll 
outpass Christian to win. 


Ohio State at Chicago 
Chicago has some topnotch profes- 
sors and an excellent law school, but 
they'll need more of a defense than 
that to stem versatile Ohio State. 


Columbia at Cornell 

Lou Little’s Lions were really just 
that against Army and Penn, but 
bogged down because of over-confi- 
dence, and they took the short end 
from Brown. Cornell seems to have 
shot the works and is now a dissi- 
pated and depleted squad. Even with 
Peck back in the lineup, Columbia 
will take to the air for a victory. 


Villanova at Detroit 
This is as close a game as the sea- 
son will produce. Both are unbeaten, 
both well coached and both function 
splendidly on offense. The only edge 
goes to Detroit, playing at home. 


Manhattan at Georgetown 
Manhattan’s another beautiful ma- 
chine that’s on its way. to the junk 
heap. Georgetown, never reputed as 
a great squad, has done better than 
expected. Meehan should salvage 
something and win this one. 


Vanderbilt at Georgia Tech 

Vany slipped over a fast one on 
Louisiana State, but played good 
sound ball to do it. With Tech’s loss 
to Duke also went their enthusiasm, 
and Auburn also trampled over 
them. Morrison, a perfect ringmas- 
ter, has his Vanderbilt boys hot and 
should keep them that way. 

Temple at Holy Cross 

Temple surprised with their win 
over Carnegie Tech, aided, of course, 
by plenty of rain and mud. Holy 


If Omansky is off the 
hospital list, he should get the only 


' score of the game. 
Edward H. Harris, 57, secretary of | lone 


Michigan at Hlinois 

Their only Big Ten victory of the 
year was recorded by Michigan last 
m to be improving. 
Illinois’ only claim to fame is their 
scoreless tie with Notre Dame. 


Notre Dame at Minneseta 
This seems to be one of the poorer 


thor of several frontier tales, died in; Irish elevens, but still carrying the | 
Widow andj| Notre Dame good luck charm. The | 


Gophers have too much manpower 


J. Harry Lewis, 73, one of the four | and no charm, but they always get | The 
organizers (in 1900) of The St. Paul} plenty of touchdowns. 


Indiana at Nebraska 
The Corn Huskers still moving on 
Have ae- 
addition 
Indiana 


game in 


It's | 


age, should continue making prog- 
| ress and remain unbeaten. 
| Navy at Pcnnsylvania 
| The Middies have had two tough 
| Saturdays and have yet to register 
|a major victory. The Quakers have 
| been proven weak in every depart- 
ment, and particularly from the 
shoulders up. Navy will best ’em. 
| Carnegie Tech at Pitt 
| Here's another of those traditional 
| shindigs, where past records must 
be disregarded. Tech is pretty 
good but Pitt should wiggle Gold- 
berg and Cassiano loose profitably. 
Harvard at Princeton ' 
Big Three rivalry can never be 
competed with. It’s the oldest of 
the traditional setups. These two 
clubs seem evenly matchéd with 
Harvard’s line having an edge. A 
kid by the name of MacDonald 
should provide the winning margin. 
Iowa at Purdue 
Iowa can't have too much as 
they’ve been slapped plenty. Pur- 
due’s Boilermakers have a well bal- 
anced squad with Isbell, an ace- 
tosser, Purdue’s on the long end. 
Auburn at Rice 
Auburn, with two decisive wins 
under their belts, against Mississippi 
State and Georgia Tech, can’t seem 
'to miss against a scoreless wonder 
team from Rice, 
Oregon State at Stanford 
Oregon State was good against 
their ancient rivals from Oregon, 
while Stanford took. a nice game 
from Washington. On their records, 
and from the game played at Palo 
Alto, it’s the Stanford Indians, 
Penn State at Syracuse 
| State is an average club and gave 
|Cornell a battle, but Cornell was 
| ripe. Without the sentiment stuff, 
| Syracuse has enough to win, 
Califernia at ULA 
| Cal is far and away the best team 
'on the Coast, while the Initials have 
| been inconsistent. Without a mental 
jletup, California’s second stringers 
| should cop this one. 
Northwestern at Wisconsin 
| Northwestern had a corker with 
|Ohio State and is one of the best 
|in that Conference. It took the 
}great Pitt team to give Wisconsin 
| their first setback of the year. A 
real battle but Wildcats should win. 
Dartmouth at Yale 
The game of the day with the 
eastern championship in the offing. 
Hanover Indians are’ still a 
| question mark because of the in- 
clement weather during the Hare 
|vard game. Yale has proved a great 
tearm. with Clint Frank the ' out- 
standing back of the nation. Frank: 
|& Co. will go to town, 
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Broadway 





Herman Bernie back from Coast. 

Bish Lenihan around, after illness. 

George D. Lottman back from the 
Coast. 

Vic Ratner will be a pop any 
minute. 

Paul Muni is planning a foreign 
sojourn. 

J. C. Furnas, the gadabout, in mid- 
west again. 

McGrevtor Bond has been 
Lambs Club. 

Fredric March due 
Coast this week. 

Norman Stein under 
in French hospital. 

Anna Sten studying up to apply 
for American citizenship. 

Hotel Astor opens a new cocktail- 
dance room late this month. 

Lillian DeCosta back to Par after 
a long siege with pneumonia. 

Mother of Capt. George H. Maines 
died in Flint, Mich., last week. 

John Abbott and Eddie Day, Lon- 
don music publishers, in town. 

Legion post dinner to John Mur- 
ray postponed until after election. 

Pauline Quail, of the Louis Shurr 


ill at 
in from the 


observation 


on the map and figures she could 
take over a small house, on percen- 
tage, and do so likewise, for herself. 

Sylvia (Mrs. Bob) Weitman, man- 
aging director of the Paramount, 
operated on for mastoids recently, 
rallying satisfactorily. Peter, son, 
now on his feet but under doctor’s 
care. 

Osear A. Doob, Loew’s advertis- 
ing and publicity director, flies to 
the Coast Thursday for studio con- 
ferences on future ad campaigns. 
He will be accompanied by Si 
Seadler. 

Bob Rosen, theatre manager with 
Loew’s for 10 years, has established 
a personal service bureau, including 
advertising novelties for theatres and 
niteries, plus publicity, exploitation, 
arranging contacts, etc. 

Kajar, magico and only act em- 
ployed at the annual Business Show, 
Commerce building, N. Y., kept at- 
tendees away from the non-theatri- 
cal exhibits with his eight shows 
a day for a typewriter firm. 

Steve Hannagan now has Porto 
Rico pay-rolling him to put that 
island over as a winter resort. Mean- 
time Hannagan’s Miami Beach pub- 
licists hie south this week, as they’re 
looking for an early Florida season. 

reorgie Price, now owning a seat 
on the Stock Exchange, is in Philly 
for a week’s engagement. Just a 
flyer for that one week, although 


office, resigning to return to the|the broker does many benefits and 
Coast. has a permanent WOR sustaining 
Al Sherman, Columbia Pics short| program. 


publicist, 
screeno, 

Jack Robbins. defers his Coast hop 
until Jack Bregman (Feist g.m.) re- 
turns to N. Y 

Bill Norton, company manager of 
‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ married in 
Boston recently. 

Belle Shigon, for several years as- 
sistant to. Harry Bestry, agent, re- 
signed last week. 

Walter Hutchinson, 20th-Fox for- 
eign manager, expected back in N. Y. 
early next month, 

Association of Foreign Press Cor- 
respondents holding shindig and de- 
bate at Astor hotel, Get. 50. 

Majority of gals in second com- 
pany of ‘The Women’ wearing added 
chest pads to appear matronly. 

Milton Immermann, who did the 
sets for ‘Murder in the Cathedral,’ is 
designing Jules Garfield’s home. 

Joe Moskowitz’s contract with 
20th-Fox renewed. He returned to 
New York Monday from the Coast. 

Mrs. Harry Rubin recovering at 
home from a recent operation per- 
formed at Johns Hopkins, Baltimore. 

G. Maillard Kesslere, photog- 
rapher, heading new talent bureau 
for commercial advertising and Hol- 
ly wood, 


won a pair of shoes at 


WB put on a masked Hallowe’en 


party Friday night (22) at the War- 


ner clubrooms in the home office 


building. 

George Sklar has completed new 
comedy-drama, ‘Enough Is Enough,’ 
which the William Morris office is 
agenting. 

N.Y. to L.A. plane travel light 
these days since the last accident. 
It’s a usual fall-off attendant to such 
publicity. 

Irving S. Brecher and Irving Mills 

back to Coast, where Brecher takes 
up new writing contract with Mer- 
vyn oy. 
Richard Kendrick is back in his 
original role of ‘Stage Door,’ having 
replaced Bernard Zandeville in the 
road company. 


Al Burks back to New York after 


three months of high-powered ex- 
ploitation on UA pictures in the Chi- 
cago territory. 

Al Snyder, vaudeville and bur- 
lesque comic, now operating news- 
stand in the Hotel Sharon, former 
N.V.A. clubhouse. 

Charles Snow, vaudevillian, has 
retired to become president of Mag- 
niface Mirror Works, Inc., New York 
and Bridgeport firm. 

‘Virginia’ having closed at the 
Music Hall Saturday night (23), 
Mona Barrie trained Monday to the 
Coast and pictures, 

Louis de Rochement, producer of 
March of Time, hosted 75 Radio- 
RKO theatre and district managers 
at the St. Moritz last week. 

David Oppenheim, songwriter. may 
be addressed at No, 5775-NE, P. O. 
Box Q, Lewisburg, Pa., where he 
now is as yesult of an income tax 


am. 

Rodney Bush now in 20th’s home 
office advertising department, suc- 
ceeding John Thomas, resigned to 
join Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
born. 

Louis Sobol (Journal) was on the 
short end of 10-1 bet on Brown 
against Columbia and took over 
Toots Shor’s Tavern syndicate for 
$250. 

Arthur Zichm, head of Gen2ral 
Foreign Sales Corp., is exvected 


back at his desk this week afier be-| yor ‘Brothers’ home office auditors, 


ing bedded by a severe attack of 
larvnaitis. 

Walter Fleischmann, B’way p.a., to} 
the Coast end of this week. Plans! 
residing there permanently, with an 
eye to the sinus trouble that’s been 
botherin? him. 

Tony Howard and Irvin Marks. 
London and Paris showmen, interest- 
ed in ‘Three Waltzes,’ extending their 
N. Y. sojourn until after the operetta 
opens Nov. 11 in Philly. 

Maurice Conn, head of Conn Pro- 
ductions ‘(Ambassador Pictures), 
planed back to town from the Coast 
Saturday (23). accompanied by T. H. 
Richmond, publicity chief. 

After 12 years as a Loew theatre 
manageress—the only femme mgr. in 
N. ¥.—Chelle Janis resigns from the 








Ziegfeld direction. Put that class nabe 


Harry Rosenthal birthdayed the 
Mrs., Marjorie, with an al fresco 
shindig at the Warwick, and Madge 
and Henry Spitzer stagea a com- 
bined anniversary and . birthday 
brawl at Leon & Eddie’s a coupla 
nights later. 

David E. Green, Publicity Asso- 
ciates has added Prince George (of 
Russia) as an account executive, and 
already has Baron George Wrangel 
as a p.a. associate. All he’s missing 
now are Prince Mike Romanoff and 
Sir Josef Ginzberg. 

Rockefeller Plaza skating pond 
opens tomorrow (28) weather per- 
mitting. Fifth Ave. dept. store, 
having rented rink initial day, will 
put on winter fashion show’ with 
fancy skating exhibition by Maribel 
Vinson and Karl Schafer. 

Ezra Stone has joined the faculty 
of the American Academy of Dra- 
matic Arts, N. Y., from which he 
graduated several years ago. Young- 
est member of the faculty on record. 
Besides being in the cast of ‘Brother 
Rat,’ at the Hudson, N. Y., Stone does 
the preliminary casting for George 
Abbott shows. 

Doris Fisher (Mrs. Jay Faggen) 
and Dorothy Gulman, p.a., are the 
sole two femme lyricists of Broad- 
way nitery revues. Miss Fisher, 
with her father, Fred Fisher, scripted 
songs for Harlem Uproar House; 
Miss Gulman, p.a. for the Holly- 
wood, also did the lyrics with Abner 
Silver for the same show. 

Joe Connolly (King Features), 
Jack Lait, editor of the Mirror, et 
al. had a bon voyage party all 
framed for Mark Hellinger, but had 
to call it off on the columnist’s vow 
he’d never stand for one, or show up. 
Hellinger sails Nov. 6, via the Canal, 
to start on his new Warner Bros. 
exec-producer pact, but will con- 
tinue a once weekly (Sunday) col. 
for the Hearst papers. 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





W. T. Benda, the mask man, here 
for lecture. 

Florence Bellman addition to Mon- 
ogram office. . 

Iva Griffith back at work at RKO 
after long illness. 

Jay Haas, Paramount advertising 
supervisor, in town, 

Leo Blank, Warner Brothers’ dis- 
trict manager, visiting. 

Lynn Root, Hollywood scenarist, 
visiting in Twin Cities. 

Harry Snaffen, Universal’s home- 
office auditor, in town. 

Paul Allison, RKO home-office ad 
sales supervisor, a visitor. 

University of Minnesota theatre 
opened season with ‘High Tor.’ 

Bill Adams, Universal salesman, 
slightly injured in auto accident. 

Bill Elson up from Kansas City to 
look over his Seventh Street the- 
atre. 

Henry Kohn, National Screen as- 
sistant Chicago branch manager, in 
town. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, back from a visit to Omaha 
branch. 


W. T. Carr and Ed O’Brien, War- 
visitors. 

‘Hy’ Chapman and his Columbia 
sales staff in Chicago for regional 
meeting. 

H. L. Snyder here ahead of Mord- 
kin ballet, in for three nights at 
Lyceum. 

Kay Kamen, Walt Disney business 
manager, in town to address lunch- 
eon club. 

‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) first pic- 
ture to run full weck at the Roches- 
ter theatre. 

John D. Clark and Jim O’Laugh- 
lin, 20th-Fox officials, here for S. R. 
Kent sales meeting. 

Paul Nathanson, son of M. L., the- 
atre magnate of Toronto, visiting 
showmen uncles here, 


London 


Vic Oliver applying for English 
citizenship. 

Leslie Mcdonell 
skip for talent. 

Dodie Smith .is writing a play for 
Marie Tempest. 

Green Room club running annual 
‘do’ at the Carlton hotel. 

Eddie Foy here for rehearsals of 
new Prince of Wales show. 

Cy Landry back on the Stoll tour 
and indie dates, set for 12 weeks. 

‘London After Dark,’ Walter Hack- 
ett show, folds at the Apollo, Nov. 20. 

Teddy Ehrenthal exiradited from 
Vienna, and now jailed in Budapest. 

Ramona to do four programs for 
Horliv:’s hour on Radio Luxem- 
bourg. 

‘Life of Emile Zola’ went into 
Paramount’s Carlton Oct. 21 for four 
weeks. 

Sarah Churchill, Mrs. Vic Oliver, 
has joined the Brighton Repertory 
Company. 

‘People in Love’ closed at the 
Ambassadors, Oct. 9, after 14 per- 
formances. 

Edgar Anstey, production director 
for the March of Time, to N. Y. for 
several months, 

Metro press receptioning William 
Powell at the Claridge’s hotel on his 
arrival from Paris. 

Henry Sherek proud of the fact he 
is the only English producer listed 
in Debrett’s Peerage. 

Prime Minister Chamberlain rub- 
bernecking Denham studios with 
Alex Korda as guide. 

The Scala, Berlin, vaudeville unit, 
‘Piccadilly,’ in for the month of 
October, to be held over. 

B. I. P. filmization of ‘Glamorous 
Night’ opened at Piccadilly theatre 
for second West End run. 

Adolph Zukor had a special tour 
of inspection of the BBC television 
station at Alexandra Palace. 

Vic Oliver came back for four 
weeks, and now booked till end of 
January, doubling every week. 

Mogador staging ‘Balalaika’ end of 
November, which means the end of 
Mitty Golden’s vaudeville season. 

Frances Day and Arthur Riscoe 
have teamed together again for mu- 
sical in the West End. Their own 
coin. 

Mel Templeton acting as_ substi- 
tute and alternate director for Jack 
Buchanan during latter’s stay in New 
York. 

After 25 years in England, Joe 
Coyne, once a West End leading 
juvenile, returns to America to settle 
down. 

Leslie’ Roberts, who staged the 
Larrv Adler road show, joining with 


on continental 


Adler to run their own dance school | f 


in London. 

Present Cliff Fischer London Casi- 
no show skedded to fold Christmas 
day, with the new one going in 10 
days later. 

Grosvenor Sound Films in the 
money again. Henry Boot, who was 
responsible for the Pinewood Film 
Studios, is the new angel. 

Ronald Adam, actor, producer and 
stage director of the Embassy thea- 
tre, making film debut in London 
Films production of ‘The Drum’ at 
Denham. 

Eric Pommer flew to Paris to be 
at the bedside of his dying father. 
Shooting of Laughton-Pommer pic- 
ture at Elstree was held up for a 
few days. ‘ 

Although Henry Sherek’s contract 
with the Dorchester hotel expires 
March, 1938, the directors have al- 
ready given him another year’s con- 
tract dating from date of expiry. 

Bob Garr and Howard Deighton 
are representing Will Mahoney 
vaude unit. Also have another unit 
here, which they are presenting in 
conjunction with the Jack Hylton 
office. 

Earl Tucker, with the Walt Disney 
Mickey Mouse outfit in London, mar- 
rying Mimi Joel, non-professional, 
end of November. Bride’s sister just 
wed Dick Joseph, of the Mickey 
Mouse Paris office. 

Woolworth’s dickering with Gau- 
mont-British to purchase Grange 
Cinema, at Kilburn, to turn it into 
a store. GB just completed a new 
super, in conjunction with Hyams 
Bros., in same locality. 

Jack Conway, Metro’s producer of 
‘Yank at Oxford,’ at Denham, yanked 
Monty Berman, son of, Max Berman, 
the costumer, into the mob scene, 
during the student rag scene, and 
now the boy is getting film ideas. 

New show at the Dorchester hotel 
already framed. Opens Jan. 4, with 
Henry Sherek having lined up 
Wences, Bood and Bood, the Merriel 
Abbott girls (holdover), and Naun- 
ton Wayne, or the Three Sailors, 





“Melbourne 


Newspapers assisting managements 
to overcome the infantile paralysis 
scare. 

Government reported readying 
scheme to intro night trotting before 
the year bows out. 





Royal Melbourne Fair pulling 
plenty of visitors from the stix 
should lift theatre biz. 

Stan Crick, Fox chief, may give 


his hoss, Sir Regent, run in Austra- 
lia’s Melbourne Cup, next month. 

Expected that Williamson-Tait will 
import further shows and stars now 
that legit trade is on the upgrade. 

Expected that when Sir Ben Fuller 
sets plans for a new theatre in Syd- 
ney he will follow with another on 
Bijou site. 





U's ‘Three Smart Girls’ pulling 





heavy biz for Hoyts. ‘Girl in a Mil- 
lion’ (20th) proving one of the best 
nabe bets in years. 

Robert Halliday, male lead ‘Bala- 
laika,’ escaped serious head injuries 
when a lead weight dropped acci- 
dently from the flies during a per- 
formance. Actor was stunned, but 
recovered and continued with role. 

Acts playing successfully for Frank 
Neil include Nina Mae McKinney, 
Roy Rene, Batie and Foster, Bob 
Fisher, Nan and Felix, Harry Mar- 
coni, Tracey and Hay, Jack Evans, 
Yorke Di Sousa and Verdie and Lee. 





Berlin 


Brigitte Horney to Algiers. 


Garbo’s ‘Camille’ okayed_ sans 
scissors. 
‘On the Avenue,’ 20th-Fox, in 


second month. 

Exteriors for Willy Forst’s ‘Sere- 
nade’ finished. 

Cameras rolling on Gigli’s ‘Mutter- 
lied’ in Rome. 

Second season for ‘Actress, 
ring Agnes Straub. 

Rose Bampton, American singer, 
giving two recitals. 

Liane Haid in Prague for premiere 
of ‘Peter im Schnee.’ 

Premiere in Stuttgart of ‘Monika,’ 
operetta by Nico Dostal. 

‘It Happened One Night’ in origi- 
nal version at the Kamera. 

Cascade, one of Berlin’s pop bars, 
unshuttered after four month’s dark- 
ness. 

Bernardino Molinari to Germany 
with. the Augusteum orch from 
Rome. 

Werner Krauss to play lead in 
‘Michael Kramer’ at State theatre in 
honor of Gerhart Hauptmann’s 75th 
birthday. 

Jenny Jugo and Gustav Frohlich 
assigned to the leads in Heinrich 
Oberlander’s ‘Die Kleine und die 
Grosse Liebe.’ 

Richard Wagner’s 125th anniver- 
sary to be celebrated from Feb. 13 
to May 22 at Leipzig, his natal town, 
where his entire works will be pre- 


sented. 
Chicago 


Bert Gervis, new Consolidate head 
here, to Milwaukee. 

Lou Goldberg in the city on Major 
Bowes unit bookings. 

Max Rheinhardt through Chi on 
way to Coast to do ‘The Gambler.’ 

‘Madame Bovary’ opening drew 
the dressiest mob of the season thus 


» 


star- 








ar. 

Dolly Kay thru on way to Holly- 
moet Clover Club opening Friday 
(29). 

New front on the MCA building 
will set J. C. Stein back more than 
$20,000. 

Adolph Zukor stopped off in town 
for a couple of hours on his way to 
the Coast. 

Clark, loop subsequent run house, 
closed last week for re-seating and 
a general go-over. 

Frances Harris doubling between 


‘Monesh’ at Great Northern and 
Blackstone’s ‘The -Straw,’ both 
WPA bills. 


U. S. Attorney Michael Igoe and 
former U. S. Attorney George Q. 
Johnson got a special screening of 
‘Alcatraz’ last week. 

Frank Smith, RKO Palace mana- 
ger, appointed director of Mayor Ed- 
ward Kelly’s Christmas Jubilee show 
to be held at the Stadium for fourth 
successive year. 

Harold Harris, northwest booker 
for Major Bowes, with Minneapolis 
and Winnipeg headquarters, in town 
last week for a look at Bowes’ ‘2nd 
Anniversary’ unit. 





Paris 





Jack Warner in town. 

Julien Duvivier to Hollywood. 
Robert Armstrong in for rest. 
King Vidor back to New York. 
Fernandel writing memoirs for ‘Ce 


Soir. 

Yolande Yoldi packing for New 
York, 

Maurice Chevalier due back from 
London, 

Betty Stockfield vacationing at Ex- 
position. 

Marcel Pagnol signing Raimu for 
four years. 

Istvan Bekassy through on way 
to Hollywood. 

Paul Vaillant-Couturier, editor of 
‘L’Humanite’ dead. 

‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) opening at 
Paramount Cinema. 

Jan Kiepura recitaling at Theatre | 
des Champs-Elysees. | 

Lucien Dalsace returning to films | 
after seven years’ absence. 

Myrtle Watkins at Pavillon de 
L’Elysee, new uptown nightie. 

Lawrence Tibbett singing ‘Rigo- 
letto’ at opera at second appearance 
here, 

Charles Boyer and Michele Mor- 
gan off for Ciotat for scenes of ‘Le 
Venin.’ 

Roland Toutain — signing 
Christian Jaque for latter's 
‘Trois de Saint-Cyr.’ 

Mitty Goldin planning revue by 
Louis Verneuil for Mogador when 
present show, starring Mistinguette, 


with 
film, 


| Mexico 








closes. 
Scenes of ‘Quartre Heures du 
Matin,’ with Lucien Baroux and 


Andre Lefaur, 


shot at Les Halles | 
eentral market. i 


Hollywood 7% 


Lily Pons trained east. 

Ray Olmstead to Seattle. 

Ethel Merman in from N. Y. 

_ Robert Benchley out for N. Y, so- 
journ. 

Eddie Cantor broiled out at Palm 
Springs. 

Beverly Roberts stricken by ap- 
pendicitis. 

Leo Robin back from N. Y,. and 
Bermuda. 

Dick Powell will p.a. at Cleveland 
Se ang 

win Knopf in from fortnight ; 
New York p ortnight in 

Filmites flocking to de 
to bake out. . per pete 

Frank McHugh 
ico City. 

David Boehm joined the Metro 
writing staff. 

Loretta Young preparing for Euro- 
pean vacash. 

Myrna Loy and Arthur Hornblow 
eo yoy 

e Gary Coopers on a m , 
through eles” _ 

Dolores Del Rio sunning herself 
at Palm Springs. 

Johnny Hyde 
Broadway ganders. 

Eric Maschwitz checked into the 
Metro writing staff. 

_ Walter Pidgeon rifled a mountain 
lion betwixt the eyes. 

Ann Harding and Werner Janssen 
trained in from N. Y. 

Perry Lieber moved into that new 
North Hollywood house. 

Helen Gahagan winged to Cleve- 
land on warbling chores. 

Sig Marcus home from N. Y. 
huddles with Myron Selznick. 

Anthony Veiller back at RKO 
after absence of several weeks. 

Lou Irwin back from N. Y. ac- 
companied by Benjamin David. 

Katherine De Mille and Anthony 
Quinn honeymooning at Carmel. 

Cecil B. DeMille pointing the nose 
of his Seaward seaward for a week. 

Hal Wallis was host to George 
Trendle, Detroit exhib, at Warners. 

Nick Lukats, ex-Notre Dame grid- 
der, ticketed into Col’s ‘Start Cheer- 
ing. 

Joe Breen in from eastern jaunt. 
Disposed of his Washington, D. C 
home, 

Silas Prime now handling stories 
and writers for the Hawks-Volck 
agency. 

Sam Kress, former druggist, now 
biz manager of Metro’s wardrobe de- 
partment. 

Edna May Jones, daughter of Mark 
Jones, former film comic, contractee 
at Universal. 

George Barbier injured by a fall 
while working in ‘Tarzan’s Revenge’ 
for Sol Lesser. 

Sam Wood vacationing in N. Y. 
upon completion of Metro’s ‘Navy 
Blue and Gold.’ 

Richard Carle forced by illness 
to leave the cast of ‘Lady Misbe- 
haves’ at Republic. 

Max Reinhardt returned to the 
Warner Burbank studio following 
the Salzburg festival. 

John Garrity east to handle the 
Fredric March-Florence' Eldridge 
show, ‘The Christian Hero’ 

Freddie Bartholomew’s _ sisters, 
Hilda, 15, and Eileen, 17, are to be 
screen-tested around Christmas. 

Eugene O’Brien, who handled 
stills for Warners for four years, 
joining Columbia in similar capacity. 

Nell Kelly, Broadway comedienne, 
sigged termer at Paramount studio, 
First spot will be in ‘College Swing.” 

John Boles took a gang from ‘The 
Yellow Nightingale’ to Berkeley for 
the USC-Cal game in a chartered 
plane. 

Tom Fizdale pulled in Saturday to 
take over the Robert Taplinger pub- 
licity offices which he recently ac- 
quired. 

Eddie Conrad, recently in from 
N. Y., has re-entered pix. First spot 
is in ‘Yellow Nightingale,’ at Par- 
amount. 

F. C. (Corky) O’Keefe, v.p. of 
Rockwell-O’Keefe, and Mike Midorf, 
head of the band department, trained 
in from N. Y.. 





vacationing in 


ip 


returned from 


” 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Biz still on the icy side. 

Bert Hollis cinches connection in 
New Era Films. 

Marcus show closed after eleven 
weeks of capacity biz. 

Dave Lake in New Zealand for 
Metro sales convention. 

Sir Ben Fuller sticking in New 
Zealand on further deals. 

Mel Lawton bringing back stage 
presentations for a try at Prince 
Edward for Carrolls. 

Reported that 96 radio stations will 
be used by politicians during the 
eleciions next month. 

Metro has two hits in ‘Maytime’ 
and ‘Saratoga.’ Latter started slowly, 
but has now built well. 

Said that A. B. Marcus will take 
around $30.000 for his cut on season 
at Royal. Show is now on the road 
under Fuller-Snider-Dean direction. 

Wrestling ¢ontinugs to pull grosses 
from theatres once weekly. Boxing 
will be introduced shortly and 
should also take patrons away from 
the pic houses. 

Frank Neil current revue includes 


Three Flames, Christy and Gould, 
Pat Henning. Joey Porter, Ear! 
Earle, Dea Lang, Virginia Pope. 
Marini and Andy, Mareski, Betiy 


Raye, Joe Petersen and Ameri- 
canadians, 
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LY. FAIR BLDG. 


AHEAD OF SKED 


New York’s 1939 World’s Fair al- 
ready seems assured of opening on 
time. Speed and progress made to 
date on the building program has 
amazed veterans connected with the 
Chicago ‘Century’ fair. 

Actually the pre-conceived con- 
struction program is only about a 
month ahead of schedule but much 
of the work originally scheduled to 
get under way early in 1938 has been 
started. Thus, fair officials believe 
they will have all the more time for 
finishing touches in 1939. 

Steel work is up on six more 
buildings, with eight structures, rep- 
resenting a cost of more than $1,- 
200,000, actually started. Largest of 
these is the $200,000 Kell of Com- 
munications building. 

New York Fair has invested about 
$11,000,000 in construction contracts 
and other commitments. The asso- 
ciation has its $27,000,000 fund all 
collected, and now it is largely a 
matter of distributing space to the 
firms seeking a spot at the exposi- 
tion. 

The fair’s first fire department-po- 
lice station (including a first aid di- 
vision) soon will be completed im- 
mediately adjacent to the Adminis- 
tration Building, and a second is be- 
ing built on Horace Harding boule- 
vard. Bulk of the fair’s adminis- 
trative crew moved into the Admin- 
istration Building last August. Fair 
saved $160,000 on its cost, which 
originally had been estimated at 





$900,000. 





CARNEYS’ BIG TAKES 
SET RECORD SEASON 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

,Carnival season just winding up 
will go down as the greatest in out- 
door history, from both the stand- 
points of number out, and of profits. 
It is considered doubtful that any 
outfit, large or small, will go into 
winter barns minus swag. 

In 1933, there were some _ 120 
carnies out; in 1935 and 1936 the 
number jumped to approximately 
200; and this year there were an 
estimated 300 working all parts of 
the country. They imcluded all 
types—30 car outfits, trucks, and 
gillies, 

As always, the bigger shows 
carried no dirt, and held gambling 
down to a minimum excepting where 
officials gave ‘em the go ahead sign, 
or wanted things to run full blast. 

According to a consensus of opin- 
ion, the Minnesota State Fair was 
the best fair of the season. States 
which gave carnies the best profits 
for 1937 include New York, Penn- 
sylvania, Wisconsin, Illinois, Okla- 
homa, and California, 

Estimated profits for some of big- 
ger outfits set Cetlin & Wilson for 
$35,000, Capt. Shesley at $50,000, 
Hennies Bros. at $75,000, Beckmann 
& Gerety at $50,000, Royal American 
at $100,000, World o. Mirth at $75,00, 
Ruben & Cherry at $60,000, Johnny 
J. Jones at $50,000. 








Grunter Beats Suit 


St. Louis, Oct. 26. 
George Zaharias, local wrestler, 
won a court decision last week in 
the circuit court in a $7,500 personal 
injury case, in which he was the 
defendant. The plaintiff, Charles 





~ Norwood, custodian of an exhibition 


hall in Evansville, Ill., testified his 
left leg was broken Feb. 4, 1936 
when Zaharias, grappling with a 
spectator between rounds of a wrest- 
ling bout at the Auditorium, threw 
the man against Norwood, knocking 
him to the floor. 


Zaharias claimed he was acting 
in self defense in his affray with 
the unidentified spectator who, he 
asserted, burned him with a cigar 
when he was on the edge of the 
ring. 





QUICK ACTION 
Elberton, Ga., Oct. 26. 

Chief of Police Charles Johnson, 
of here, revealed that Charles 
Arthur Adams, wanted in connection 
with $3,800 theft from Wallace 
Brothers Circus had been arrested in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., where Chief of 
Detectives Hackett stated $3,500 had 
been found in suspect's pockets. 





Neb. Fair Take 


Lincoln, Oct. 26. 

State Fair here profited in 1937 by 
$2,848.99, as compared to $7,481 in 
1936. Board, after counting the bills 
for this year’s show in September, 
said it had excluded the $15,989 
taken in by the grandstand because 
it had to be paid as interest and 
principal to bondholders on the big 
amphitheatre. Also, $23,979 was 
spent in excess of the $10,000 an- 
nually appropriated by the legisla- 
ture for maintenance, all cutting into 
the final count. 

Receipts in 1937 were $107,918 and 
spent was $88,571. 


EXTRA SUNDAY 
SHOW THE ANS. 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Both Ringling Bros.-Barnum & 
Bailey and the Al G. Barnes-Selis- 
Floto circuses have overcome pay- 











roll increases necessitated by union- | 


ization of outfits, by playing more 
Sunday shows than heretofore. 

Payroll of former circus was upped 
some $1,200 a day, but by playing 
16 Sundays it was tken care of 
nicely. In former seasons never 
played more than five or six out- 
side New York and Chicago. 

Al G. Barnes-Sells-Floto played 27 
Sundays out of 32. 





STRUCK AT CARAVAN 


Unpaid Fair Workers Build Flame 
Barrier Against Exit 





Spartanburg, S. C., Oet. 26. 

A dawn riot ended an all-night 
‘strike’ at Dunn fair grounds, during 
which 100 laborers refused to leave 
after organizing into a mob. Claim- 
ing non-payment of wages for the 
week, they sought to prevent the 
carnival from leaving the grounds. 

Efforts to settle the dispute failed, 
so the big trucks formed a caravan 
and drove rapidly through a huge 
fire, built by the laborers at the en- 
trance, scattering both the crowd 
and the fire. 

Squawk was directed at fair man- 
agers and not at carnival but work- 
ers held that the fair wasn’t gonna 
break-up until they drew their coin. 

Trucks moved on to the carnival’s 
next stand at South Boston, Va. 





Set B.A. Expo Fairs 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 15. 

Sello Azul, Ltd., obtained a con- 
cession from the Argentine Africul- 
ture Society to arrange exposition 
fairs on the grounds of the AAS at 
Palermo, a B.A. suburb.” First fair 
will open Nov. 1 and continue until 
April 30, 1938. Exposition will in- 
clude a show, “From Wheat to 
Bread,’ under sponsorship of the Ar- 
gentine goveriimment, an amusement 
park and a theatre for open air 
shows and others. 

President of Sello Azul is Juan 
Carlos Reilly. Martin B. Etcheverry 
is appointed Vice-pres. Nivanor C. 
Cafferata, Julio C. Gonzales Pinto 
and Angel R. Elias are.the exposi- 
tion managers. Concession of the 
company by the AAS runs for five 
years, 





Circus Routes 





Week of Nov. 1 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 


Atlanta, Ga., 1-2; Columbus, 3; Thomas- 
ville, 4; Jacksonville, Fla., 5; Ocala, 6; 





| Franco- U.S. Pix 


(Continued from page 4) 











in New York and elsewhere allows 
U to base fancy hopes on her Ameri- 
can career. 

Twentieth, with Simone Simon al- 
ready firmly established, has Anna- 
bella in, heralded by reputation built 
in French and British flickers. Par, 
building young Olympe Bradna to 
top billing, also has Georges Rigaud 
(to be known simply as Rigaud), top 
| leading-man of Paris films. 

Metro’s Contingent 

| Metro contingent, not yet arrived 
|in Hollywood, but on its way, in- 
| cludes Mireille Balin and Jacqueline 

Laurent, plenty promising ingenues, 
and Julien Duvivier, ranking French 
| megger, signed by L. B. Mayer at a 
| very fancy figure (about $40,000 for 
| one pic). 
| RKO has Jacques Deval (author of 
| ‘Tovarich’ and ‘Cardboard Lover’) at 
| work, with Jacques Thery, under 
| contract, now on a leave of absence 
to France. 





| Also on leave till year’s-end is 
Walter Wanger’s Charles’ Boyer, 
| whose draw here as_ well as in 


| France is already a well-established 
| industry factor. 

| Two personalities recently arrived, 
ithough not yet at work in 
| wood, are Jane Renouardt (Mrs. 
|Fernand Gravet) who, till a few 
| years ago, was one of top stars of 
| French stage, but has never ventured 
in films; and Henry Deeoin, husband 
of Danielle Darrieux, onetime lead- 
ing sports writer of French press 
and more recently a scenario-writer 
of rank in French films. Hollywood 
may also find work for Jean Murat, 
veteran leading-man, husband of 
Annabella, and Else Argal (Mrs. 
Jacques Deval) who was under con- 
tract to 20th for short period, but 
never appeared in anything. 

Due to arrive late this year or 
early next are Tino Rossi, most 
famous of French crooners, who is 
reported from Paris to have signed 
|a five-yegr film and radio contract 
for U. S., duplicating his air and 
screen work in France, with com- 
panies not named; and Germaine 
Aussey, leading lady whose first 
contract at 20th went haywire, but 
who has screen and radio proposi- 
tions awaiting when she returns 
from current visit to Paris. 


Showmen Elect 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Executive session of Outdoor 
Showmen’s League held last week 
renominated entire present slate of 
officers for coming year. 

Slate is headed by J. C. McCaffery 
who will have no opposition. 

During past year, 400 new mem- 
bers have been added by League, 
and their benefit shows and drives re- 
ported to have doubled any other 
year’s receipts. 














Saved by the Bettors 


Lincoln, Oct. 26. 

Pari-mutuel windows netted the 
Nebraska state fair $22,940 this year, 
which would indicate the 14-day 
September race go attracted a $200,- 
000 handle. 

This is an increase of $3,000 over 
a year ago. The fair profited only 
$2,848 this year, which without the 
mutuel would have run up a 20G 
deficit. 





ATLANTA ARENA 
Atlanta, Oct. 26. 
City Council last week put its 
okay on application of ‘Molly’ Wil- 
liamson, local sportsman, for per- 
mission to erect 5,000-seat fireproof 
aud:torium for staging of indoor 

















Miami, 8-9. End of season. sports events. 
e 
Football Pools—Sweet Coin 
(Continued from page 1) 
first. Salesmen get 10-20% of their What the average bettor doesn't 


total sales every week. 

All ties count as losses against the 
football pool investor, so that the 
operators have two strikes’ on the 
player before he even circles his se- 
lections on the card, Only the tough- 
est possible games on the weekend 
list are offered bettors. Operators 
hire the services of experienced 
sport writers in various sections of 
the country to make up their cards. 


know is that if he picked five 
straight, even-money horses to win 
and parlayed them, as he is in fact 
asked to do by the football pool 
operators, he would get odds of 32 
for 1 not 6 for 1, 
picking six winners out of six, the 
football pool player should get 64 
|for 1, for seven straight, 128 for 1, 
| for eight straight 256 for 1, and for 
| nine straight 512 for 1. 





Pool Proper 

Your Bet Conditions Pool Odds Pay-off Proper Odds Pay-off 
50c 9 out of 9 75 for 1 $37.50 512 for 1 $256 
50c 8 out of 8 50 for 1 $25.00 256 for 1 $128 
50¢ 7 out of 7 30 for 1 $15.00 128 for 1 $64 
50¢ 6 out of 6 18 for 1 $9.00 64 for 1 $32 
50c 5 out of 5 12 for 1 $6.00 32 for 1 $16 


Holly- 


Dallas Blow-Off 


| Performers to Scatter Following Close of Fiesta— 


Where They Go 





Opens N. Y. Office 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 
Beaubaire, former editor 
of the Stanford Daily, and more re- 
cently a member of the Hearst news- 
papers organization, will be in charge 
of the New York offices of the 
1939 Golden Gate International Ex- 
position, according to announcement. 

The New York branch, which will 
open Nov. 1, 
of promotion in the East. Beaubaire 
will concentrate in the magazine and 
radio fields and in travel stimulation. 
| G. L. Bowe, who will have charge 
‘of the exhibits division, will work 
with Beaubaire in the New York 
offices. 


RODEO ATTENDANCE 
UNDER LAST YEAR 


World series rodeo contests were 
concluded at Madison Square Garden 
Sunday (24) after an 18-day series, 


but instead of a turnaway on the 
final evening, as last year, the house 
was considerably under capacity. 
Attendance dropped when the stock 
market started to do nip-up, and the 
final week failed to keep the earlier 
pace. 

At the half-way mark it was 
claimed that takings were 10% above 
last season, but the increase was 
wiped out and the total gross re- 
ported under that of 1936. 


Stanley 











Wirths to Aussie 


Three members of the Wirth Fam- 
ily former top bareback circus act 
are returning’ to Australia. They 
are Rill, Phil and Stella Wirth, sail- 
ing today (27) from Vancouver for 
Sydney. On the passenger list they 
are using their original names, first 
named being Mrs. Martin, the others 
name being St. Leon. 

Frank Wirth, who is the husband 
of May, star of the turn, is estab- 
lished in the fair booking and indoor 
circus field. Phil was also a fair 
booker, but gave up his office, since 
the Wirths intend staying in the 
Antipodes for at least a year and 
may remain indefinitely. 











Film Courses 








(Continued from page 1) 





this subject as part of the high 
school English instruction. 

The University of Southern Cali- 
fornia offers the biggest variety of 
motion picture study with five dif- 
ferent divisions of class work of- 
fered. 

Included in the list of colleges 
and universities, offering presently 
or having placed the study of mo- 
tion pictures in their curriculum, 
are Alabama Polytechnic, Univer- 
sity of Southern California, State 
College, San Francisco’ (photog- 
raphy); Colorado State College, Col- 
orado University, Florida U, Uni- 
versity of Georgia, Northwestern, 
Illinois State Normal, Illinois U, 
Purdue, Iowa State College, Kansas 
U, Wichita U, Kentucky U, Univer- 
sity of Maryland, Mass. Teachers’ 
College, Minnesota State College, 
State Teachers’ College, Winona, 
‘Minn.; Missouri Teachers, N. J. 
State College, N. J. Normal, Rutgers, 
|New York University, Columbia U, 

Chautauqua School, Ohio 





bye £ 
| State, Western Reserve, Oklahoma 
| A. & M., Texas U., Wisconsin State, 
| Wisconsin State Teachers’ College, 
| Stevens Pt., Stout Institute, Wiscon- 
| sin U, Wyomin., U, Albright, Alle- 
|gheny, Beaver, Bucknell, Miseri- 
cordia College, Drexel 


|Grove City, Immaculata College, 
| Juanita, La Salle (Pa.), Lehigh U, 
Marywood College, Mercyhurst Col- 
lege, Muhlenberg, Penn State, Rose- 


}mont College, Seton Hill College, 
| St. Thomas (Pa.), Susquehanna U, 
|\Temple, Thiel College, Pennsyl- 
vania U, Pittsburgh University, 
Villa Maria College, Villanova, 
Washington & Jefferson, Waynes-'| 


burg, and 14 state teachers’ colleges 
in Pennsylvania. 


will cover all phases | 


Dallas, Oct. 26. 

Dallas’ exposition comes to the 
close of its second year Sunday (31) 
with the gait and labored breathing 
of a marathon runner stumbling in 
for third place. 

A special train will take most of 
| the personnel of the Casino show 
|toward New York, direct from siding 
on fair grounds, a few hours after 
| final curtain of the revue. 





Chester Hale chorus goes back to 
| Broadway, where the director has 
| jobs promised for most of them. 
| With the exception of four members 
| of Lyn Murray’s male chorus, the 
|Gauchos also turn toward New York. 
|Phil Eppens, Thaxton Sprengler, 
|Leon Lawrence and William Cow- 
gill will join Billy Rose's ‘Show of 





Shows,’ now rehearsing in Fort 
Worth. 
Borrah Minevitch's harmonica 


band opens in Boston Noy. 11 at the 
| Metropolitan. Stan Kavanagh goes 
to New York, with a date at the 
Paramount dangling. Barto and 
|Mann go to Boston’s Keith theatre, 
;and will go to Germany in January 
| to fulfill engagements. 

Red Nichols plans a vacation in 
Mexico before taking his band on 
the road again. 

Harold Donovan, manager of the 
revue, will visit his Long Island 
home for a week before joining 
George Marshall in Washington. 

Billy Rowley, manager of the 
Black Forest, takes his troupe of ice 
| performers to Houston next week to 
| try out a rink show that is scheduled 
to open in Indianapolis Nov. 17. It 
will be headed by Melita Bruner. 

Show Boat company also will take 
to the road with ‘The Drunkard,” 
according to Manager Bill Collins, 
The show opens in Beaumont early 
in November and likely will hiber- 
nate in San Antonio for the winter. 

George Black, manager of Little 
America, reports his show likely will 
move to Rockefeller Center in New 
York. 





F.T.C. ON PRIZES 


Cracks Down on S. C. Vendor 
Charging Prize Packs Are Lottery 








Washington, Oct. 26. 
Sharp warning to the Eaula Candy 
Company to quit fooling its custom- 
ers was issued last week by the 
Federal Trade Commission. 





Columbia (S. C:) bon-bon dispens- 
ers sell their merchandise to oper- 
ators and concessionaires and in 
some theatres direct. Supposed to 
contain pieces of candy and ‘an- 
other article of merchandise,’ pack- 
ages have been criticized by cus- 
tomers as a disappointing buy, it 
was charged, and contents are of 
‘varying value.’ 

Respondents, Paul and Eaula Lou- 
ise Botwin, were given 20 days to 
show that sales made in this manner 
do not constitute operation of a lot- 
tery method, in violation of the 
F.T.C. Act. 


e ? 
Real ‘Leap for Life 
Milledgeville, Ga., Oct. 26. 

Teddy Thomas, of Model Shows, 
Inc., occupying midway of Middle 
Georgia Fair here, did an unsched- 
uled ‘leap for life’ Wednesday (20) 
night as 5,000 firstnighters watched 
his balancing act atop a 90-foot pole, 
featured free act in front of grand- 
stand. 

Performer was completing his 
stunts on high perch when stakes 
and guy wires holding it in place 
pulled out of soft earth. Swinging 
like.a pendulum, structure dropped 
earthward, Thomas clinging to top 
end until pole pulled from soil. 
when he was still some 40 feet off 
ground, 


He let go his hold and plum- 
meted downward, head foremost, 








Institute, | 
Therefore, for | Elizabethtown, Geneva, Gettysburg,| >Tuises and lacerations and a pos- 


into a nearby’ wagon. He suffered 


| Sible concussion or fracture of the 
| skull. 


| ean Serene 
THREE IN A CLEM 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 26. 


Three men with the Broadway 


| Shows of America, Hamp Walters, 
Art Harris and R. L. Davis, were 
given fines in county court at’ Salis- 
bufy, following arrest there for a 
| fight on the show grounds, 
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OBITUARIES 


WILLIAM HAROLD PITT 
JAMES PERGOLA 
William Harold Pitt, 31, news edi- | 
toc of Pathe News, Inc., and James | 
Pergola, 37, cameraman for the| 
newsreel, passengers in a transcon- | 
tinental air transport which crashed | 
October 17 in the Uinta mountains | 
of Utah, were flying to the Coast to} 
photograph the ideal air coast-to- | 
coast air journey. Seventeen other | 
passengers were killed. 

Pitt, a native of Brooklyn, gradu- | 
ated from Columbia university in! 
1928. For three years he was em-| 
ployed as a statistician in a New| 
York City brokerage firm, severing 
his connection to join Pathe News 
in 1931 as 
editor. 

He left the newsreel for a year to 
become head of the picture depart- | 
ment of the advertising firm of Carl | 
Bycir & Associates and returned seed 
Pathe last July as news editor. He| 
was unmarried, and lived with his 
mother, Mrs, Pauline Pitt, and a 
sister, Miss Pauline Pitt. 

Pergola started his motion picture 
career as an assistant cameraman 
when he was 18, Within six years 
he was working on feature produc- 
tions. Prior to entering the news- 
reel profession he was employed by 
the Metro studios and the Para- 
mount studios in Long Island City, 
Queens. 

When sound was perfected he 
joined Fox Movietone News, and had 
been with Pathe since 1930. 

He was one of the first camera- 
men to take sound motion pictures 
of the late John D. Rockefeller. He 
also toured the country with Presi- 
dent Roosevelt during his political 
campaigns. He was in Cuba for five 
months in 1933 covering the Cuban 
revolution and covered the automo- 
bile strikes in Detroit last winter. 

He is survived by his widow and 
a four-year-old.son. He lived at 949 
Palmer avenue, Bronx. 


assistant to the news | 





FRANK DAMROSCH 

Dr. Frank Damrosch, 78, son 
of the late Leopold Damrosch and 
brother of Dr. 
died at his home in New York Oct. 
22, of a heart attack. He had been 
in poor health for some years, but | 
his death came unexpectedly, fol- | 
lowing a rally. 

Dr. Damrosch was one of the out- | 
standing choral directors in this | 
country and occupied in that field a 
position second to none. He was an 
enthusiast on choral music and the; 


trained for many years. His out- 
standing ability in this direction in- 
duced James Loeb to endow the In- 
stitute of Musical Art with $500,000. 
Although not confined to choral 
work, vocal music formed a _ sub- 


stantial part of the Institute’s ac-| 


tivities. From 1897 to 1905 he was 
director of music in the N. Y. pub- 
lic schools, giving up that position 
when the Institute was formed. He 
was director of many musical so- 
cieties including the New York Or- 
atorio Society. Ill health caused 
his retirement in 1933. 

He is survived by his widow, a 
don, a daughter, his brother, Walter, 
three sisters and four grandchildren. 





HARRY COOPER 

Harry Cooper, 59, one of the Em- 
pire City Four, popular in vaudeville 
for a quarter of a century, died in 
New York Oct. 22 as the result of 
a foot infection. 

Following the breaking up of the 
quariet he went to the legitimate 
stage, playing comedy roles in 
‘Naughty Marietta,’ ‘Hanky Panky’ 
and other musical shows, For a time 
he engazed in the restaurant busi- 
ness, but without much success and 
he capitalized on his wide acquaint- 
anceship by going into the insurance 
business. He was active in promot- 
ing benefits for charities, and never 
lost touch with Broadway. He was 
one of the founders of the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild, of which he was 
secretary for a time. 

He is survived by his widow and 
a daughter. 

His son, Irwin (Wyn) Cooper, 
WMCA sportscaster, succumbed to a 
heart ailment last year, and both 
parents never quite got over it. Wyn 
Cooper was 27. 





MOSES REIS 
Moses Reis, 87, died in New York, 
Oct. 25, of bronchial pneumonia. 
At the peak of his career he owned 
a ciccuit of 128 legit houses in New 
York, Pennsylvania and Ohio. Be-| 


Walter Damrosch, | 





ginning with a house in Bradford, 
Pa., he gradually accumulated his 
string until the advent of the pic- 
tures forced him out of business for 


lack of attractions. He sold most 
of his houses in blocks to the Loew 
and other circuits, He never mar- 
ried, 


He is survived by two nephews, 
Charles C. Reis, long with Samuel 
Rothapfel at the Strand, Rialto, 
Rivoli and Roxy, and Jack Reis, 
manager 
theatre, Brooklyn. 


BROOKS BOWMAN 

Brooks Bowman, 24, Salem, 
song writer, died from injuries suf- 
fered Oct. 16, after an automobile ac- 
cident near Garrison, N. Y. A grad- 
uate of Princeton, he was formerly 
vice president of the Triangle club 
of that college and achieved fame at 
the age of 21 when his songs ‘Love 
and a Dime’ and ‘East of the. Sun’ 
became national hits. The 


After being graduated from 
Princeton, Bowman went to Holly- 
wood to write songs for Warner 
Bros. He returned east recently to 
have several new songs published. 
Surviving are his parents, a brother 
and a sister. Burial at Salem, O, 
FRANK McGUYRE 

Frank McGuyre, 54, assistant man- 
ager of the Haag Circus, died of 
uremic poisoning Oct. 17 in a Lum- 
berton (N. C.) hospital. He was 
taken to the hospital after being 
stricken on the show grounds at 
Bladenboro, N. C. Mr. McGuyre 
spent the greater part of his life in 
the show business. 


He joined the Haag circus 37 years 


| ago, and with the exception of three 


years spent with the Downie Bros. 
circus, remained in the employment 
of the Haag circus throughout that 
time. 

Burial was in Talladega, Ala. Sur- 
vived by his widow, one son and a 
stepdaughter. 





PHIL RYLEY 

Phil Ryley, musical comedy actor, 
died recently in Los Angeles, where 
he had been resident the past six 
years. Younger brother of Thomas 
W. Ryley, producer, he went on the 
stage at the conclusion of his school 
studies and was a featured player in 
‘High Jinks’ and ‘Katinka.’ He was 
with the Shuberts for 12 seasons and 


| with the Ziegfeld shows for eight 
: gh apo | consecutive years, appearing in ‘Kid | 
direstor of many singing societies as| Boots’ ‘Sally’ and two editions of 
well as a public chorus which | é 


the ‘Follies.’ 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Daisy Leighton, and a daugh- 
ter. 








te MAURICE ARNOLD 

| Maurice Arnold Strothette, 
conductor and composer, died 
New York Oct, 23. 

Dropping his last name for profes- 
sional purposes, he was well known 
for his compositions and was an ex- 
perienced conductor of light opera. 
He was a native of St. Louis, but had 
resided in New York since 1894, with 
| the exception of a year spent in Lon- 
‘don as director at the Princess thea- 
| tre and a second year on a German 
itour. His widow, a pianist under 
| the name of Johanna Clark, survives. 


72, 
in 








| FRANK CROSSLEY 

| Frank Crossley, 55, vaude actor, 
died Oct. 25 in an automobile carry- 
ing him from Bradford, N. H., to a 
hospital in Concord. 

He was a native of Manchester, 
England, and served with the British 
army during the World War. Com- 
ing to this country, he teamed with 
William West and toured for twenty 
years with an act titled ‘Willie, West 
and McGinty.’ Skit played its last 
‘date in Philadelphia last week. 





HERBERT SCHULMAN 

| Herbert Schulman, 27, manager of 
| the Mayfair theatre, Philadelphia, 
| died at his home Oct. 21 of pneu- 


!monia. He had been ill several 
weeks. 
Formerly with Warner’ Bros.. 


Schulman was at one time assistant 
| manager of the downtown Arcadia. 
| He lieaves his widow, and an 8- 
|; month-old daughter. 
SAM WHITE 
Sam White, 25, professionali tap 
unknown, died Oct. 18, in Union hos- 
pital, New Philadelphia, O., from in- 
juries suffered when he was hit by 
an automobile while walking along 
the highway near there. 
He had been appearing at district 





of the R.K.O. Shore Road | 


O., | 


songs | 
were written for the Triangle club’s | 
| show ‘Stags at Bay.’ 


dancer, whose permanent addrese was! 


tives. 
The body is at a funeral home, 
New Philadelphia. 


JOE KEIT 





and music publisher, died Monday 
(25) of heart disease and other com- 
plications in New York. He is sur- 
vived by his widow and two sons, 





connected with the Marlo Music Co. 


story in the music section. 


CLINTON HECHT 
Clinton James Hecht, 31,-formerly 


}a screen actor under the name of | 
|Clint Nixon, died in Hollywood 
| Oct. 22. 


Mother, two sisters and two broth- 
| ers survive. 


MAY BERNHARDT 
May Bernhardt, 47, burlesque per- 
former- with Columbia and Mutual 
wheels for many years, died of a 
stroke Oct. 21 at her home in Hamil- 
ton Beach, L. I. 
Interment Glen Gardner. N. J. 





HENRY CROCKER 
Henry Crocker, 62, former 

manager of the Coliseum, London, for 

| 29 years, died at Thorpe Bay, Essex, 

Oct. 12. 

| He had suffered from heart trouble 

| for some years and retired in 1934, 

} 





J. MARSTON VAN COTT 
J. Marston Van Cott, 43, secretary 
of the Musicians’ Union, Bakersfield, 
Cal., died there Oct. 23 of monoxide 
poisoning. Police called it suicide. 


GENE CARMEN 
Gene Carmen, 35, film and radio 
writer, died Aug. 19 in Los Angeles. 
From Warners. scenario 
turned to air scripting and was ac- 
tive in transcription field. 











Mrs. George N. Wood, 64, mother 


of Dorothy Day Gottlieb, director of | 


| publicity for Tri-Staies 
| Corp., died at her home in Des 
| Moines on Oct. 18. 


| os. 





| Mother of Lenore Ulrich, Mrs. Ida | 


| Ulrich, died Oct. 24 in home of an- 
other daughter with whom she was 
visiting at Milwaukee, Wis. 





Sam Kelly, father of Judith Bar- 
| rett, Universal player, died in Dallas, 
| Oct. 21. 








Charles M. Talley, father of Marion 
Talley, died in Kansas City Oct. 23, 





Kruger’s BIP Call 


Otto Kruger is sailing tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for England to do a picture 
| for British International. 





Master,’ and returns to Hollywood 
upon its completion. 





MARRIAGES 


Karl Barron, gabber at KYA, San 
Francisco, was married to Gwen- 
dolyn Sasso, radio actress, at Lark- 
spur, Cal., Oct. 10. Barron formerly 
on staff of WIP, Philly. Wife is for- 
mer radio actress. 


musician, Oct. 24 in Los Angeles. 


NBC manager in Hollywood. 


Jacqueline Allen to Douglas 
Ornstein, at Las Vegas, Oct. 
Bride is former film player. 


Dorothy G. Tucker to Lawrence 
Struble, Oct. 20, at Elkton, Md. Bride 
is a former p.a. and now co-owner 
of the Club Evergreen, Bloomfield, 
N. J. Groom is a stock actor and 
treasurer of Essex County Sym- 
phony Society, N. J. 
| Fred Winters, WFBM,. Indianap- 
olis, spieler, to Alice Arnold, con- 
tralto and former Federal player, in 
Indianapolis, Oct. 23. 








BIRTHS 


ter, Oct. 21, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Father is on sales staff of KFI 
Los Angeles, 

Mr. and Mrs. Marx Hartman, 
daughter, in. Pittsburgh, Oct. 
Father is announcer at WCAE. 


son, in New York, Oct. 22. Father is 
on the Lux account in the J. Walter 
Thompson agency. 

Mr. and’ Mrs. Sam Marx, son. Oct. 
25, in’ Hollywood: Father ‘is story 
editor for Sam Goldwyn, 





night clubs for some time. Authori-| 
ties are endeavoring to contact rela-| 


| News From the Dailie 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 


these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
Joe Keit, 51, professional manager : 


Jerry and Morton, the former now | 


Further details are contained in aj 


stage | 


staff he} 


Widow and two childrén survive. | 


Theatre | 


Actor starts work Nov. 8 in ‘House | 


Ruth Schooler to Lawrence Wright, | 


Bride is secretary to John Swallow, | 


R. | 
23. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Stewart. daugh- | 


in | 


19, | 


Mr, and Mrs. S. Cadwell Swanson, | 


——= 
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East 


| George E. Quigley, former v.p. of 
| the Vitaphone Corp., divorced by his 








grounds he had been unfaithful to 
her with his segond wife. 


valid. 
Raid on Doyle's billiard 
last week resulted in several arrests 


ting on each shot in Kelly pool. 
Judge held it to be outside the gam- 
bling laws and sprung the lot. 
Rodeo riders put on a special show 
for Police Athletic League at the 


| St., last week for the benefit of the 
neighborhood kids. 


Unveiling of the oldest auto in 


N. Y. state to be one of the func- | 


tions at the opening of the auto show 
today (Wed.). Selected from 
entries. 


gymnast, killed instantly when his 
apparatus broke at the Wilmington, 
1 Ee 

landing on his face. 

Opera Guild to hold its third an- 
nual At Home Nov. 26. Met orch 
and stars to assist. é 
| Rockefellers 
|'exposition which it is 
become an annual event. 


hoped will 
Two per- 


|formances at the Center and 15 re-/| 


| citals in- the Rainbow room. Five 
| ballet troupes will appear. Titled 
| Danse Internationale. First Center 
| performance Nov. 12. 

| 


Sonja Heine has hired three cars 


; in which to transport her troupe on | 


| her coming tour. 
| Alice White, suing Sy Bartlett, 
film writer, for divorce, reached a 
| settlement out of courteunder which 
| Bartlett agreed to pay her $10,000 
| over a period of two years and she 
| agreed to file an amended complaint. 
| Jewelry estimated worth $150,000 
| was stolen by holdup men in a day- 
| light robbery at a shop on the Sun- 
set Strip partly owned by Hal 
Roach. Included in 
| considerable jewelry belonging to 


| Simone Simon, Billie Burke, and the | 


|estate of Ruth Roland. The two 
| robbers escaped. 

Edward Furman under observa- 
| tion 


preferred by Millicent Green that 


ihe had been annoying her with his | 
Furman was | 


unwelcome attentions. 
in the road company of ‘Dead End,’ 
| of which she also was a member. He 
| has been out of a job since March, 
but persisted in writing to and oth- 
| erwise annoying Miss Green. 

| Luis Angel Firpo, wild bull of the 
| pampas, in the toils in Buenos Aires 
| charged with fraud in acquiring a 
ranch there. 

Florida has taken 2% acres at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair for its exhibit. 
Will spend plenty. 

Estate of the late Sylvester Z. Poli 
reported to gross $3,853,274. Nearly 
half is in the securities of the Poli 
New England Theatres. 

William Gaxton re-eleced ~ Shep- 
herd of Lambs Club. New officers 
to get the flag at Installation Gam- 
bol Nov. 7. Annual winter gambol 
set for Dec. 4 at the Waldorf. 

About half of Col. de Basil’s Bal- 
let Russe troupe held at Ellis Island 


permit them to open on schedule 
the following evening. 

Fire at Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
last Thursday destroyed some 3,000 
reels of Warner films and much 
publicity. material. Much of 
film was fgr pending releases. 

Westchester County after roadside 
billboards again. 

N. Y. Sun refrains from printing 
names of sweepstake winners 
| compliance with Postal laws. First 
| time it has been done. 

Nick Schenck bought a country 
home at Great Neck, L. I., last week. 
| Three acre plot facing the sound. 

Ronald Cox, clothier, in Bellevue 
with serious injuries after he fired 
five shots at Gertrude Elder, dancer, 
in W. 45th street. Police say he re- 
sisted arrest. None of the bullets 
took effect. Trouble said to have 
arisenmover a loan made by the girl. 

Prescott Van Wyck, grand-nephew 
of the former mayor, before the 
| grand jury Monday to testify as to 
| his charge to Scotland Yard that his 
wife was a bigamist. 
Cordova, English dancer, and mar- 
ried him at Armonk after a round 
| of nite clubs, 

Remainder of Edwin Franko Gold- 








man’s concerts at Kismet Temple, 
Brooklyn, canceled. He's going 
Hollywood to discuss a picture de 
he says. 


to 
al, 


Ione Nugent, former actress, loses 
_her fifth effort to collect $75,000 from 
Fred J. Emmerich. 

Berkshire Symphonic Festival has 


about $70,000 of the $100,000 required | 


Tanglewood, near Stockbridge, Mass. 
About 1,000 contributors thus far. 

Tallulah Bankhead bringing ‘An- 
thony and Cleopatra’ to B’way 
earlier than anticipated. Now due 
in at the Mansfield Nov. 10. 

Gaby Leslie, dancer, spoiled Rob- 
;ert (Buddy) Wagner's bankruptcy 
| case in a Brooklyn court. Asserted 


| 
to erect a shed for the festivals at 


the was trying to dodge a judgment! 


first wife in Elizabeth, N. J., on the) 


, She con- | 
|} tended his Mexican divorce was not | 


| 
parlors | 


on the charge the players. were bet- ; 


playground, Seventh Ave. and 12th} 


300 | 


Donald Hartman, 35, Los Angeles | 


fair and he dropped 150 feet, | 


inaugurate a dance | 


the loot was | 


in Bellevue following charges | 


Thursday because of faulty pass- | 
ports. Straightened out in time to | 


the | 


in4 


She's Lolita | 


for $840 obtained by her for salery 
on a South American trip he con- 
ducted. Law requires an interval 
of six years between dunks and 
Wagner took a bath in ’33. 

Outdoor section of N. Y. Publie 

Library shuttered for the winter. 
|; Supplied books to 72,000 during the 
warm days. Gain of 7,000. 
John S. Young picked by Grover 
| Whalen to be radio spokesman for 
the N. Y. World’s Fair. To make fre- 
quent broadcasts. 

Met opera extends its season two 
weeks. Opens Nov. 29 for 16 weeks. 
| Opener not yet picked. 

N. Y. Discovery Theatre, to en- 
courage novices, has taken additional 
space in the President for its Novice 
theatre activities. 

Washington announces that tur- 
keys will be fatter, but fewer, this 
year. 

Richard Keene, who works for the 
Louis Schurr agency, tried to sell 
some actors for ‘Too Many Heroes.’ 
Got a lead role for himself. 

Grace church, Whitestone, L. IL, 
first to be picketed in labor move- 
ment. Claims the new church build- 
| ings employ non-union labor. 

Cole Porter sustained compound 

fractures of both legs when thrown 
| from his horse at Piping Rock Club 
Sunday. Nag rolled on him. 

N. Y. Elks to open a drive on traf- 
| fic ticket fixing and kindred evils. 

Wilson Barratt working on the 
sets for “Three Waltzes,’ ‘Love of 
Women,’ ‘The Housekeeper’ and 
‘Merely Murder.’ 

RCA plans to supply experi- 
menters with television parts—at a 
price. Can build their own sets and 
| change as new devices come on 
| market, same as early radio. 
| Pittsburgh adds 500 new men and 
| fleet of two-way radio cars to its 
| highway patrol. 
|; Eighty N. Y. 


cab drivers staged 
la sit-down strike protesting dis- 
| charge of fellow employee. Lined 
cabs up bumper to bumper in street 
| outside Yankee Stadium and ‘waited 
| for fares.’ 

Sheila Terry, actress. granted. in- 
| junction in Supreme Court, N. Y. 
restraining former wife of Roy Sed- 
| ley, dancer, from using her name. 
| Wall Street quotes odds on Mayor 
| LaGuardia’s retaining job at 5 to 1, 


Coast 


Greta Garbo, in one of her rare 
'utterances for the press, character- 
ized as ridiculous the report that she 
| plans to marry Leopold Stokowski. 
‘I will not deny,’ she said, ‘that Sto- 
| kowski and I are very good friends, 
but as for marriage to him, no. It 
/is out of the question.’ 
| Mrs. Hela Lindeloff Gump, who 
|acts for the screen under the name 
iof Hela Linda, filed suit in L. A, 
| superior court to invalidate the de- 
|eree of divorce from her obtained 
March 19, 1936, by Richard B. Gump, 
son of a wealthy San Francisco im- 
porter. She charged she had been 
defrauded in a property settlement. 

Tony Martin filed articles with the 
California secretary of state legally 
changing his name from Alvin Mor- 
ris to the professional tag by which 
he is best known, 

Owners of two German shepherd 
dogs entered Los Angeles superior 
court in a fight to determine which 
one should use the name ‘Lightning’ 
in films. Harry Marks, one owner, 
filed an action to restrain Earl John- 
son, owner of the other, from using 
the name. 

Geza Herczeg, Austrian scenarist, 
must give his estranged wife, Leo- 
voldine, $200 monthly, according toa 
Los Angeles court order. Action 
‘ended the temporary alimony ac- 
tion in which the woman sought to 
obtain $3,000 monthly pending trial 
of her separate maintenance action. 
Judge refused her plea for $10,000 
attorney fees. 

Olive Hatch, former Olympic 
swimmer, filed suit in Los Angeles 
for $13,375 damages against Joan 
Davis, 20th-Fox actress. Plaintiff 
seeks $1,375 on a contract, in which 
the actress was supposed to pay 10% 
of her earnings because the defend- 
ant allegedly furthered the former’s 
| acting career. Remainder of amount 
also is sought for commish on a 
i series of pictures, on which Miss 
| Davis allegedly refused to carry out 
her contract with the plaintiff. 

Howard Hughes is testing a $100,- 
| 000 Sikorsky amphibian plane in Los 

Angeles. Flier has applied for radio 
| frequencies often used on round-the- 
| world flights. 

Ernest Westmore, 20th-Fox make- 
up artist, was treated for slashes on 
| his wrists, at a Hollywood hospital 
Oct. 26. Police described the wounds 

|as apparently seif-inflicted. 
Henry. Guttman, former film direc- 
|tor, convicted of grand theft of 
iewelry and money from Mrs. 
Blanche Sewell, has applied for pro- 
bation and the hearing was set for 
this week by L. A. Superior Judge 
White, who directed that the proba- 
tion department learn what steps 
Guttman has made toward restitu- 
tion. Mrs. Sewell said she advanced 
Guttman around $60,000 for invest- 
ment 
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lic Women’s Benevolent Legion, and 
garnered an attendance of about 500. 
Admission was 40c, entitling the 
player to 35 bingo games lasting 
from 8:30 until after midnight. 

Every fifth game is a special, for 
which a dime is charged and a cash 
prize of about $25 awarded the win- 
ner. Prizes for the regular games 
include bridge tables, tea sets, floor 
lamps, blankets and other house fur- 
nishings. In addition there were 27 
door prizes and $100 in cash, awarded 
to lucky stub holders. 

These Monster Bingos are made 
possible by a p.a. system for an-| 
nouncing numbers which allow large 
groups to play the game. Committees. | 
plug the event and sell tickets to get 
a house. Total cost of running such 
an affair cames to about a $100, plus | 
the rent of the hall. This sum in- 
cludes the use of cages, cards, prizes, | 
an announcer to conduct the game, | 
and every other expense. Wi-h an 
attendance of 500, the gross admish | 
comes to about $250, plus whatever | 
else the organization can garner | 
from sale of special lottery tickets. | 
Net to the organization for this eve- | 
ning came to between $250-$300. | 
{Gross attendance often exceeds 500. 
up to 2,000]. 

Operators very carefully stay out 
of any feature of the game, other 
than selling of supplies and oper- 
ating of the game on request from 
the organization. Sending a man 
for such an evening costs about $5 
and it’s usually someone who has 
another daytime occupation and 
picks up a few extra bucks this way. 

Revival of the popularity of the 
game is believed to have started in 
the middle west about six years ago. 
It- was also introduced at that. time 
on Ralph Dellevie’s National Tours 
cruises under the name of ‘Here 
Comes Charlie’ for the benefit of the 
Seaman’s Fund, It is now played on 
many ships under different names. | 
For the. English it’s ‘Housey-Housey.’ | 
Italiahs call it ‘Lucki-Lucki.’ The | 
game is played at practically every | 
beach resort today. | 

As played in the hotels and lodge 
auditoriums, it’s an inexpensive 
form of gambling with the sancti- | 
monious consolation and solace that } 
there’s nothing wrong about it since | 
it’s for a good cause, | 














| 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 26. 

A move to legalize gambling as a 
means of financing old-age pension 
payments has been launched with 
the filing of an initiated constitu- 
tional amendment with secretary of 
state, Frank C. Carter. Provisions 
of the petition would throw the state 
open to both dog.and horse races on 
a legal parimutuel system of betting 
with’ the state to collect 5% of the 
machine play plus an additional 
track license of $1,000. The tax com- 
missioner would have charge of col- 
lections, 

Slot machines, marble boards and 
coin-operated devices also would be 
legalized and placed under state 
supervision. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 
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stand, is too far back, and practically 
out of the turn until he steps out for | 
a slick ballroom routine with Olive. | 
Dancing is just fair, but a sock on | 
the incongruity of it. 

Lester Cole and his Midshipmen 
(formerly the Legionnaires) next, 
nine men all dressed up in Annapolis 
fashion’ doing sore ordinary glee 
club ‘work. Either arrangements 
were poor or numbers were badly 
selected because boys don’t live up 
to appearances. Cole handles most 
of the vocals himself, with the octet 
on hand chiefly for background hum- 
ming, and there isn’t the necessary 
gusto. Act’s divided into two sec- 
tions, coming back for a _ college 
medley that leads into the curtain. 

Team of Dorothy Stone 
Charles Collins 
home in thé deluxe houses. 
are first-rate hoofers, with back-. 
ground and tradition, but they miss | 
thé opulence of the musical ex- 
travaganzas, handling their routines 











as if in a $4.40 revue and with noth- | 
ing resembling the sock needed in | 
They’re a nice- | 


the vaudfilm spots. 
looking couple, but need something a 
lot flashier away from Broadway. 

Next to closing is a pushover for 
Block and Sully, because 
have been few and far between up 
to their appearance. Air comics 
smack gags back and forth like a 
couple of Hubbels and Deans, and 
make each ene count. Howls come 
thick and fast from the beginning of 
their act to the end, and they have 
to get: down on their knees to get 
away. 

Hard rain all day tumbled attend- 
ance badly opening show. Barely 
half downstairs and just a smattering 
in the balcony. Cohen. 


| would be a type 


latghs | 


WHAT 


Rudy Vallee’s Mike Pioneering 
Los Angeles, Oct. 23. 
Editor, Variety: 

Having read in Variety the state- 
ment concerning my ideas of micro- 
phones and colored lights to assist 
the microphone performer, I feel 
that perhaps I might state my ideas 
in this particular direction more 
accurately than you listed them. 


To many a performer, performing 
before the microphone today, is 
‘blind flying’ without the aid of any 
instruments, or perhaps as a better 
analysis, like the driver of an auto- 
mobile without a speedometer who 
must wait until the traffic cop on a 
motorcycle rides up alongside and 


|informs the driver as to the exact 
speed at which the car was travel- | 


ing. 

It is bad enough that the radio 
performer has no conception as to 
the receptivity in ‘gain’ or ‘strength’ 
of power, but likewise has no idea 
as to whether the microphone is 
even on. This obviously can only 
result in a feeling of timidity and 
wonderment on the part of the per- 
former about to approach the micro- 
phone. 

My next supplement to _ lights 
which I offer only as a final solution, 
of dial, perhaps 
comparable to the one the Monitor 
uses, but would inform the singer or 
speaker, as to exactly what he was 
doing with the vibrations of his 
voice. 

To the objection that most con- 
trol men and engineers make con- 
cerning this dial, i.e. (such a dial 
would distract and upset the singer), 
I can only say that in the early days 
of speedometers, the same argument 
was ‘promptly put forth by those 
who opposed the speedometer on 
the dashboard of a car. We know 
obviously that it is easy to drive and 
yet to keep an occasional eye on the 
speedometer. I have even predicted 
and am heppy to make this predic- 
tion in writing, that there will even- 
tually be evolved a type of gauge, 
meter, or dial over the microphone, 
or near it, with not only one needle 
or indicator to indicate one voice, 
but several needles or indicators 
with such keen selectivity that 
when a quartet is singing, that each 


| voice in the quartet will know ex- 


actly by watching his particular in- 
dicator or needle, whether he is too 
loud or too soft. 

At present, radio in many of its 
branches js highly developed, but 
the microphonic development has 
come little beyond that of the 
wooden plow in India, It is still,a 
primitive instrument in spite of the 
fact that it may earn for those in 
radio over $100,000,000 per year. 


I believe that the fear on the part 
of the engineers that such an aid to 
the performer would lessen the en- 
gineer’s worth and need, is respon- 
sible for their opposition to any such 
innovation. 

If you consider this letter worthy 
of inclusion in the back portion of 
your. publication, in justice to your 
very crude explanation of my 
thought on lights, which have been 
already used to a certain extent (red 
for ‘too close,’ green for ‘all right’) 
when used at the Times Square stu- 
dios in the New Amsterdam Theatre 
Building, I believe that you will not 
only have made much clearer my 
actual thoughts in the matter, but 
also perhaps help me in pioneering 
something that radio desperately 
needs, as it is nothing uncommon to- 
day in programs, costing $300 per 
minute, for a group of singers or an 
orchestra, or performer, to be badly 
presented for several minutes, due 
to the faet that radio’s present 
clumsy methods of signs, or tele- 
phone conversations from a control 


and | bocth to a production man, with the 
is not entirely at) subsequent slow replacing of those 
Both; who are 


offending with improper 
balance. Also the motion picture 
technique of.moving microphone on 


| ‘jibs’ or ‘booms’ to the various sec- 


tions of the orchestra, instead of noisy 
and distracting wholesale move- 
ments of sections of brass and saxo- 
phones to a stationery microphone 
as it is now done in radio, must 
eventually come, and will be of in- 
finite help to those of us in radio. 
Rudy Vallee. 





Earle Hammons Explains 
New York, Oct. 21. 
Editor, VARYETyY: 
In reading over the article on 
page 7 of the Oct. 20 issue, the article 
reads as follows: 











THEY 


are equipped to show films and that 
another 10,000 or more would order 
equipment as soon as films are made 
available. 


I have already received letters and 
telephone calls about this statement. 
You will recall that what I said was, 
that out of the 278,000 schools there 
were 100,000 equipped with elec- 
tricity (and of course, having elec- 
tricity, they could, if they so desired, 
operate motion picture machines). I 
also stated that, in my opinion, just 
as soon as a suitable number of films 
were made available that at least 
10,000 of the above would quickly 
(in my opinion) order motion pic- 
ture equipment. 

E. W. Hammons, 
Educational 





President, 


Opposes Nitery Mixing 
New York, Oct. 22. 


Editor, VARIETY: 


For several years, I have been 
reading VARIETY. 
This past summer you had an 


article on ‘Mixing in Night Clubs,’ 
which I found very interesting, and 
have watched very carefully in each 
issue to see if anything further de- 
velopec to correct this unfortunate 
situation. No doubt there are girls 
in the profession who consent to 
this type of work, but I can see no 
reason why this should be essential, 
to every dancer or singer, who is in 
love with her work. My keen in- 
terest is because I have a daughter 
who is in show business, and, re- 
cently it seems impossible to obtain 
any engagements unless mixing is 
agreed to. 

Strange as it may seem the neces- 
sary qualifications are not what 
type of work one does; the im- 
portant question is, ‘Do you mix?’ 
If you say you do not mix you are 
politely told, ‘sorry but I can’t use 
you.’ 

How long will a condition of this 
kind be permitted to continue? 
Isn’t it time that this phase of the 
business be given serious thought 
and attention? 

Forward strides have been taken 
in cleaning up burlesque. How 
about compulsory mixing in night 
clubs? Can't this evil be eliminated. 

(Mrs.) I. A. Le Vinger. 


Undergrad Picks 
New: York, Oct. 19. 
Editor, Variety: 

In a radio poll just completed by 
the New York University ‘Varieties,’ 
most widely circulated student pub- 
lication in the country, 3,376 students 
voted the following programs and 
radio personalities their favorites: 

Favorite comedian: (1) Jack 
Benny; (2) Fred Allen. 

Favorite singer: (1) Bing Crosby; 
(2) Kenny Baker, ‘ 

Favorite announcer: (1) Harry 
Von Zell; (2)' Martin Block. 

Favorite ‘orchestra leader: (1) 
Mark Warnow:; (2) Horace Heidt; 
(3) Benny Goodman. 

Favorite children’s ‘program: (1) 
Funny Things; (2) Uncle Don. 

Favorite actor: (1) Don Ameche; 
(2) Edward Robinson. 

Favorite actress: (1) Helen Hayes; 
(2) Claudette Colbert. 


Favorite script writer: (1) Harry 


Conn; (2) Fred Allen; (3) Jack 
Benny. 
Most unusual result of the poll 


was the number of votes cast for 
Mark Warnow and Horace Heidt, 
showing the students change in atti- 
tude towards popular music. Swing 
music, apparently, is losing many of 
its former adherents. ’ 
Ben Baron, 
(Music Editor, N. Y. Varieties.) 


In Re: Visual-Education 
New York, Oct. 23. 
Editor, Variety: 

As an educator deeply interested 
in the use of motion pictures for vis- 
ual-educational purposes, I am tak- 
ing the liberty of expressing my 
sentiments ih regard ‘to the lengthy 
stories on page 7 of your issue of 
Oct. 20. 

Under the heading ‘16 Mm Films’ 
Boom Days’ you write on the report 
of Harry M. Warner, Stanton L. 
Griffis and E. W. Hammons to the 
Motion Picture and _ Distributors’ 
Association. Their report of the 
Plans for releasing over 850 the- 
atrical pictures to the school market 
on 16 mm film raises a very -impor- 
tant question. According to the pres- 


|}ent plans of MPPDA, that number 


| of ‘oldies’ have been rated as accept- 


| able for use in schools. 
‘Hammons also re- | 


The question is this: ‘Is it proper 


| vealed that of the 278,600 schools in | and fitting to release ‘oldie’ pictures 


| the country, a total of around 100,000 ' that were made for theatrical enter-' 


Films Corp. | 








tainment to schools which want in- 
structional pictures’? 

It is my opinion and the opinion 
of many colleagues who have 
worked in the visio-educational field 
for years that educational pictures 
should be educational. It is my 
opinion that it would be an act of 
gross injustice to unload into the 
classrooms of America _ travelogs, 
novelty and assorted films which 
were made between 1926 and 1935 
just because the major companies 
are beginning to realize that the 





schools are a source of future profits. | 


Just because a major company has 
an old travelog film on India and is 
interested in extending the present 


market into schools, does not mean 
that students are going to learn 
about geography, history, sociology, 
or anything else much from such a 
picture. 

The crying need in the United 


States for specific instructional films 
will not be 


MPPDA’s plans. In Europe, partic- 


ularly in England, France, Germany | 


and Russia, both the industries and 
the governments have budgets for 
the productions of specific instruc- 
tional films with the result that the 
world’s finest educational pictures 
have come from these countries in 
the past. 

It is my humble opinion that the 
MPPDA’s plans for new ‘bqom days’ 
will result in a boomerang. Their 
plans if carried through will retard 
the initiative of small independent 
companies who are making and who 
plan to make instructional films for 
the American school market. More- 
over, it will serve to retard the pres- 
ent grewing interest in visual edu- 
cation on the part of American edu- 
cators, because inadequate ‘educa- 
tional’ pictures will cause depleted 
budgets, poor educational results 
and return to older educational 
methods. 

\There are boom days for visual 
education ahead, but these boom 
days will come not through unload- 
ing oldies, but through making spe- 
cial pictures which are needed for 
the curriculum. 

(Name withheld by 


request.) 


Art Carney’s Billing 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y., Oct. 13. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In connection with your House 
Review covering Loew's State your 
critic gave a grand write-up for ‘Art | 
Thorson,’ but the fellow he was talk- | 
ing about was Art Carney. 

Art Carney has been with the 
band only two weeks and that splen- 


did paragraph would have helped 
him considerably—just what he 
needed! 

The Herald-Tribune 


same mistake, but I was quite sur- 
prised to find Variety repeating it, 
especially after Heidt distinctly an- 
nounced the name from the stage. 
Art Thorson is also in the band and 
does a character bit in a little skit, 
but it is my brother who gives the 

impressions of the President, etc. 
Probably the mistake is partly 
justified inasmuch as Art Carney is 
not billed outside. He is a brand 
new member and I understand it is 
the policy not to push new members | 
too fast. | 
Philip R. Carney. 








| 

Who Pronounced First | 
Detroit, Oct. 21. 
Editor, Variety: 


I noted 


| Mary Carlisle, Edmund Lowe, 


VARIETY 63 


es ester | 
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where he was acclaimed by thcu- 
sands. He was honor guest at a 
number of civic events, as he helped 
write new history for Spokane, the 
120,000 metropolis of the Inland Em- 
pire. The key of the city was his 
and for a day he was honorary 
mayor of Spokane. His pal, Bob 
Burns, was honorary chief of police. 

The Crosby calendar was a busy 
one. Thursday evening he broadcast 
his regular Kraft Music Hall pro- 
gram, and when that ended at 8 
o’clock he and his troupe, including 
Con- 


nie Boswell, Johnnie Burke, John 
Scott Trotter and Ken Carpenter, 
who came north to handle the 
airing, were honor guests at a 
banquet at the Civic hall. This 
| was a Class affair with nearly 400 
| present, at $5 per. Proceeds were 
|for the benefit of his alma mater, 


| 
}as were also 
answered by the) 


the proceeds of the 
special show put on by the troupe at 


ithe Armory the following evening, 


when the fare was $3 top, and the 
take at a gala ball at Natatorium 
ballroom, Saturday evening. It is 


figured that these benefits, all of 
which _ did practically capacity, 
grossed $10,000, all for Gonzaga. 
Tickets were virtually sold out in 
|advance, for the city went behind 





| all the events in a big way. 


In between Crosby with Bob 
Burns appeared at the Fox to par- 
ticipate in the finals of a talent 
contest, which had been conducted 
for the past two months, at theatres 


in Montana, Idaho, Oregon and 
Washington. Ted Lesser, talent 
scout for Paramount, was present 


finals. 
Janet 
and 


to lend his services in the 
Winners — Howard Rhines, 
Marie Waldo, Beth Andretta, 
Don Fox of Bremerton—will take 
Hollywood tests. As a_ sidelight, 
Lesser lamped Barbara Ruth Rogers, 
cashier at the State, made screen 
tests, and rushed 'em to Par. She 
wasn’t in the contest. 

Dr. Lyle Moore directed the Uni- 
versity Glee Club Friday night at 
the show, and a feature was Crosby's 
warbling of a new number, ‘Bull- 
dogs of Gonzaga,’ written by Johnny 


| Burke. 


With the exception of Miss Car- 
lisle, who was guest at Seattle Mon- 


| day at the convention of the Allied 
| Motion Picture Owners of the North- 
| west, and the belle of the ball that 


night at the Civic auditorium, all en- 


| trained back to Hollywood. 


Connie’s Gag 
Spokane, Oct. 26. 
Over the air on the Kraft program 


| Crosby asked Connie Boswell what 
made the she thought of Spokane and she re- 


plied, ‘It’s a nice place to build a 
city.” There were those among the 
citizenry that were not pleased. 


Bing’s mother and father and 
brothers, Everett and Larry, also 
made trip. Bing’s wife, Dixie Lee 
Crosby, couldn’t because of addition 


| to family expected around first of 


year. Bing declared to Variety cor- 
respondent that baby had better be 
a girl. Nursery is all ready for a 
little lady. Only Crosby absent was 
Bob, orchestra leader. Ted, local 
brother, played host. 


Bing’s homecoming is expected to 
set him back at least $5,000, expenses 
out of his own pocket. His appear- 
ances here are expected to make 
about $10,006 for Gonzaga athietie 
fund. Stars came out of friendship, 


! in your issue of Oct. 13, but Trotter's orchestra had to be 
Radio Section, an article headed ‘You | taken aw 


ay from five national radip 


Don’t Say,’ describing a program on | programs for week and substitutes 


pronunciation as being originated by 
Emil Mogul 
Agency. 


the Industrial Mcrris Plan Bank of | 
Detroit held the first public Pro-| 
nounce-A-Down (name coined by 
this bank) in April 1937 at Conven- | 
tion Hall during the Detroit and! 
Michigan Exposition. I enclose | 
copies of announcements and ‘pub- 
licity. 

The Pronounce-A-Down was the 
culmination of a series of 24 half | 
hour broadcasts on CKLW (Mutual 
network) on proper pronunciation— 
the first sponsored program of its 
kind on the air. 

The interest shown by the listen- | 
ing audience in the unique presenta- | 
tion of the subject and the volume of 
letters received by our bank is what | 
created the idea for a public demon- | 
stration — and Pronounce-A-Down 
was the result. A full description of | 
which will. be found on the front | 
page of the bank’s house organ ‘Be- | 
tween Ourselves.’ 


R. M.. Meisel. 
Industrial Moryis Plan Bank. 


4 


paid. Wire costs for radio program 


of the Aven Austin| from here were about $475 more 


; | than in Hollywood, Crosby in 
It might interest you to know that | difference. “ia 


Troupe had best of 


everything. All, including Bing, 
stayed at  City-University club, 
swankiest here, because Davenport 
hotel was picketed by laundry 
strikers. 


Don English, crack Paramount 
photographer, came with troupe and 
shot pictures for ‘Life Goes to a 
Party’ section of Life mag. Bing 
visited the pickle works he labored 
in as a boy, the schoolroom, etc. 
Bing went out of his way to meet 
old pals and made plenty of new 
ones. Spokane went overboard for 
her favorite son and the son was 
not lacking. 





Erskine Hawkins exits Harlem Up- 
roar House, Nov. 10, to go on tour 
for Harry Moss’ ARA via arrange- 
ment with Jay Faggen. Soccares® 
rumba band, now alternating, will 


|; be augmented and replace Hawkins, 


Tour opens at the Strand. ballroom. 
Philadelphia. 
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IS IT GOOD BUSINESS TO BUY 
COSTLIER TOBACCOS FOR CAMELS ? 





“YOU BET I’ve 
been careful about 
my nerves. Smoke? 
All I want to. My 
cigarette is Camel,” 
says LOU GEH- 
RIG, Baseball’sIron 
Man. “With Camels 
I don’t worry about 
jangled nerves.” 








“I SMOKE Camels 
from breakfast to 
bedtime, and my 
nerves stay serene 
and unruffled. You 
see, I don’t want 
irritating nervous 
habits,” says win- 
dow display expert, POLLY PETTIT. 


“FROM.ANY AN- 
GLE, Camel is the cig- 
arette for yours truly. 
When I’m tired, I light 
a Camel and back to 
work I go with a ‘lift’ 
in energy,” FRANK 
MULLADY, auto me- 

Ss chanic, says. “I smoke 
Camels right around the clock.” 





“AS A FASHION 
designer spending 
long night hours cre- 
ating new styles, I’ve 
grown to depend on 
the mellow compan- 
ionship Camels give 
me,” says the inter- 
nationally famous de- 
signer, RENEE MONTAGUE. 


G@eprright, 1927, R. J, Reynolds Tobacco Co., Winston-Salem, WN. @ 


gost A 








The pleasure you get out of a cigarette depends on 
what’s put in it. And in the case of Camels 
that means finer, costlier tobaccos! 


HROUGH the years, Camel 

has consistently spent mil- 
¥ions of dollars more for 
choice, ripe tobaccos! 


That represents a way of 
doing business that smokers 
understand and appreciate. 
Millions of smokers have 
responded to the appeal of 
Camel’s choice quality. Be- 
cause of it, Camels have an 
attraction all their own! 


It’s a happy experience to 





“I'VE BEEN a sports 
reporter for twenty-five 
years, with plenty of 
rush and hard work 
packed into each year,” 
says JAMES GOULD. 
“And for twenty-three 
of these years —right 
from the time Camels 
were first brought out—I’ve been a 
steady Camel smoker. Camels don’t tire 
my taste.” 








have confidence in your ciga- 
rette...to know that you are 


getting the good things out 


of smoking that you hope for. 


The plain fact that Camel does 
spend millions of dollars more 
for ripe, more costly tobaccos 
appeals to the common sense 
of American men and women. 


It 7s good business! 





THE NEW 
CAMEL CARAVAN 


Two great shows in an 
hour’s entertainment! 


Includes “Jack Oakie College” 
and Benny Goodman's “Swing 
School”! Sixty fast minutes of 
grand fun and music. Every 
Tuesday night at 9:30 pm 
E.S.T., 8:30 pm C.S.T., 7:30 
pm M.S.T., 6:30 pm P.S.T., 
WABC-Columbia Network. 





Wednesday, October 27, 1937 
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MILLIONS MORE FOR FINER TOBACCOS! 









.@ - 


“DUCK, SWORDFISH 
STEAK, and Boston ji 
cream pie—my favorites 
—aren’t the most digest- }- 
ible foods. Butwith Cam- < * 
els at meals, my diges- 
tion does a swell job,” 
says BRUCE WALLIS, 
college senior. 





,“I OFTEN SAY a 
woman who runs a 
home needs healthy 
nerves as much as 
any athlete. So I 
smoke the cigarette 
that I know is mild 
—Camel,” says MRS. 
ROBERT FENNI- 

? MORE, New York 
housewife. “I can smoke Camels from 
one end of the day to the other and 
never have ragged nerves.” 





“FOR YEARS 
I’VE chosen Cam- 
els. Their mild fla- 
vor appeals to my 
sense of delicacy, 
Even after I’ve 
smoked steadily, 
I notice Camels 
leave no after- 
taste,” remarks MAXINE HOLLEN, de- 
partment store salesgirl. “When I’m all 
in, I get a ‘lift’ with a Camel in a jiffy.” 








COSTLIER TOBACCOS 
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- INA MATCHLESS BLEND 


Camels are a matchless blend of finer, 
MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS — Turk- 
ish and Domestic. The skillful blend- 
ing of leaf with leaf brings out the 


' full, delicate flavor and mildness of 
. these choice tobaccos. That’s why 
'» Camels have given more people more 


pleasure than any other cigarette. 
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